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may not he umecejfary to inform the Reader^ 
that the fcllozving Refle5ficns had their origin 
in a correfpondence between the Author and a 
very young gentleman at Paris^ vobo did him the 
honour of defiring bis opinion upon the important 
tranJa^ionSi which then^ and ever fmce^ have Jo 
much occupied the attention of all men* An anfwer 
s»a5 written fome time in the month of O^ober 1789; ^ 
hut it was kept hack upon prudential Tonfiderations* 
% That letter is alluded to in the begi7tning of the fol* 
hwing fheetSn It has beeit Jince forwarded to the 
per/on to whom it was addrejfed, The reafons for 
the delay in Jmding it were ajfigned in a Jfjort letter 
to the fame gentleman. This produced on his part a 
new and prejjing application for the Author^ s Jen^ 
timents, 

The Author began a fecond and more full difcuf- ^ 
fion on the fubjebt. This he had fome thoughts of 
piihlijljing early in the lafi fpring ; but the matter • 
gaining upon hinty he found that what he had under ^ 
taken not only far exceeded the meafure of a letter^ 
but that its importance required rather a more de^ . 
tailed conftderation than at that time he had any 
leijure to bejlow upon it. Hokvever^ having thrown 
down his firji thoughts in the form of a letter^ and 
indeed when be fat down to write, having intended 
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if for a private lett^^ he found ii iUffimU to change 
tbe form ofaddrefsy when bis fentiments bad grown 
info a greater extent y and bad received another di- 
reSion. A different flan^ be is Jenfible, might be 
more favourable to a eommodious divifitno and dif^ 
tri^fion of bis maffer^ 




Dear 
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Y:OU are pleafed to call agairt, and with 
fome earneftncfs, for my thoughtt on the 
late proceedings in Prarice. I will not give 
you reafon to imagine, that I think my llntimcnti 
of fuch Vglue as to wifli myfclf to be folicitcd 
about them. They are of too little confequcnct 
to be very anxioufly cither commtinicartd or 
withheld It was from attention to you, and to 
you only, that I hefitated at the time, when yotf 
firft defired to receive them. In the firft letter f 
had the honour to write to you, and which at 
length I fend, I wrote neither for nor from ar.y 
ddcription of mcni nor (hail I in this. My 
crmsy if any, arc my own* My reputacioil 
alone n to anfwer for Aenu 

You f-c, Sir, by the long let^^r I have tranfl 
mitred to you, that, dxxigh I da moft heartily 
wUb that France may be ammatcd bjra fpirir of 
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rational liberty, and that I think you bound, in 
all honeft policy^ to provide a pcrmspent bodyt 
in which that fpirit may refide, and an cfieAud 
or^an, by which it may acfl, it is fny misfortune 
to entertain great doubts concerning fcveral ma- 
terial points in your late tranfadions, 

Tou imagined, when you wrote laft, that I 
miglit pofTibly be reckoned among the approvers 
of certain proceedings in France, from the fo- 
lenm public feal of fanOion they have received 
fiom two clubs of gendemen in London, called 
the Conftitutional Society, and die Revoluuon 
Society. 

I certainly have the honour to belong to more, 
clubs than one, in which the conftitution of this 

kingdom and the principles of the glorious Re- 
volutiout are held in high reverence: and I 
reckon myfelf among the moft forward in my 
zeal for maintaining that conftitution and thofc 
principles in their utmoft purity and vigour. It 
is becaufe I do fo, that I think it neceflary for, 
me, that there fliould be no miftake. Thofe who 
cultivate the memory of our revolution, and 
thofe who are attached to the conftitution of this 
Idngdoin, will take good care how they are in- 
volved with peribns who, under the pretext of 
zeal towards the Revolution and Conftitution, too 
frequently wander from their true principles ; and 
arc ready on every occafion to depart from the firm 
but cautious and deliberate fpirit which pro« 
duccd the one, and which prefides in the other. 
Before 1 proceed to anfwer the more material 

particulars 
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particulars in your letter, I (hall beg leave to 
give you fuch informacion as I have been able 
€0 obtain of the two dubs which have thought 
proper, as bodies, to interfere * in the concerns of 
France; fiift: affuring you, that I am not, and 
that I have never been^ a member of either of 
tfaofe focieties* 

The firft, calling itfelf the Conftitutional So- 
ciety, or Society for Conftitutional Jnforaiation, 
or by fome fuch title> is, ! believe, of ieven or 
ei^t years ftanding. The inftitudon of this 
fociety appears to be of a charitable, and fo far 
of a laudable, nature: it was intended for the 
drcuhttion, at the ocpence of the members, 
of many books, which few others would be at 
the cxpence of buying j and which nnight lie 
on the hands of the bookldlers, to the great 
lois of an ufefui body of men. Whether the books 
fo charitably circulated, were ever as charitably 
read, is more than I know. Poflibly feveral of 
them have been exported to France j and, like 
goods not in requeft here, may with you have 
found a market. 1 have heard much talk of the 
lights. to be drawn from books that are fent from 
hence. What improvements they have had in 
their paiTage (as it is faid fbme liquors are me- 
liorated by crolFing the fea) I cannot tell : But I 
never heard a man of common judgment, or the 
leaft degree of information, fpeak a word in 
praife of the greater part of the publications' 
circulated by that fociety ^ nor have titcir pro- 
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cccdings been accounted, except by fomc o£ 
themielves, as of any ferious confequence. 

Your National Aflemblj jeems to cntmaia 
much the f^me opinion that I do of thi$' poot 
charitable club. As a nation, you refervcd the 
m^bole ftock of your eloquent . acknowledgments 
for the Revolution Society; when their fbllawt i» 
the Conilitutional were, in equity, entitled to 
fomc (hare. Since you have fcleded the Revo- 
lution Society as the great objed of your na«« 
tional thanks and. praifes, you will think me 
ex<:tifeable in making its late conduft the fubjedt 
€i my obfervacions. The National AfTembly of 
France has given importance o> thde gentlemen 
by adopting them; and they return the fiiyour>. 
by a(5Hng as a fort of fub-committee in England 
for extending , the principles of .the National 
A&mbl}!. .Henceforward we xacSL coofider' 
-them as a kind of privileged perlbns; as no' 
inconfiderable members in the diplomatic body.. • 
This is one among the revolutions which have: 
giyen iplendour to obicurityy and dttbnftion 
to undifcerned merit. Until very lately I do 
not recolledt to have heard of this club. I 
an quite fure that it never occupied a mo- 
ment of my thoughts.; nor, I belteve, th^fe 
of any perfon out of their own fet. I find, upon 
enquiry, that on the anniverfary of the Revo- 
lution in 1688, a dub of diifenters, but of what, 
denotninadon I know not, have long had the 
cuflom of hearing a icnnon in one of their 
' ; . . a . churchesj 



churches ; and tbat^ afterwards they ipent the 
day cheerfully, as other clubs do, at the tavern. 

But I never heard that any public meafure, or 
political fyitem* much lefs that the merits of 
the confthution of any foreign nation^ had been 
the fotiyeft of a formal proceeding at their fes- 
tivals ; until, to my inexpreflible furprize, I 
found them in a fort of public capacity^ by a 
congratulatory addrefs, giving an authoritative 
faniMon to the proceedings of the National Af- 
feaibly in France. 

* {n' the 'antient principles and conduft of the 
dub, ib far at leaft as they were declared, I 

fee nothing to which I, or any fober man, could 
pofTibly take exception. I think it very probabkj 
chat &>r fbme purpofe» new members may have 
entered among them; and that fome truly 
chriftian politicians, who love to dilpenfe bene- 
fits, but are careful to conceal the hand which 
diftributes the dole, may have made them the 
inftruments of their pious defigns. Whatever I 
may have jeafon to fufpeft concerning private 
management, I ihall fpeak of nothing as of a 
certainty, but what is public. 

For one, 1 fhould be lorry to be thought, 
diredly or indirectly, concerned in their pro* 
ceedings. I certainly take my full (hare, along 
with the reft of the world, in my individual and 
private capacity, in fpeculating on what has been 
done, or is doing, on the public ftage; in any 
plaoe antient or modem; in the republic of 
.jR.ome, or the republic of Paris ; but having no 
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general apoftolical miffion, being a citizen of a 
particular ftatc, and being bound up iir a: con- 

Iiderable degree, by its public will, I fhould 
think it, at leaft improper and irregular, for me 
to opcii a formal public correfpondence with 
the aflual government of a foreign nation, with- 
out the exprefs authority of the government un- 
der which I live. 
* I ihould be ftill more unwilling to enter into 
that correfpondence, under any thing like an 
equivocal dcfcription, which to many, unac- 
quainted with our ufagcs, might make the addrels, 
in which I joined, appear as the aft of perfons 
in fome fort of corporate capacity, acknowledged 
by the laws of this kingdom, and authorized to 
fpeak the fcnfe of Tome part of it. On account 
of the ambiguity and uncertainty of unautho- 
rized general dcfcriptions, and of the deceit 
which may be pradilcd under them, and not from 
mere formality, the houfe of Commons would 
rejedl the moft fneaking petition for the moft 
trifling objcd, under that mode of fignaturc 
to which you have thrown open the folding- 
doors of your prefence chamber, and have 
ufhered into your National AfTcinbly, with as 
much ceremony and parade, and with as great 
a buftle of applaufe, as if you had been viiited 
by the whole reprefentativc majcfty of the whole. 
Englifh nation. If what this fociety has thought 
proper to fend forth had been a piece of argu- 
ment, it would have (igniiied little whole argu- 
ment it was. It would be neither the more nor 

the 
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the left convincing on account of the party it 
came from. But this is only a vote and refolu- 
tion. It ftands folely on authority; and in this 
cafe -it is the mere authority of individuals^ 
few of whom appear. Their fignatures ought, 
in my opinion, to have been annexed to their 
inftrument. The world would then have the 
means of knowing how many they are ; who they 
are; and of what value their opinions may be, 
from their perfonal abilities, from their know- 
ledge> their experience^ or their lead and autho- 
rity in this (late. To me, who am but a plain 
man, the proceeding looks a little too refined, ' 
and too ingenious ^ it has too much the air of a 
political ftratagem, adopted for the fake of giving, 
under an high-founding name, an importance to 
the public declarations of this club, which, when 
the matter came to . be cloiely infpedled, they 
did not altogether (b well deferve. It is a policy 
that has very much the complexion of a fraud. 

I flatter myfelf that I lov^ a jpaply, ^mpral, 
regulat ed liberty as well as any gendeman of 
that ibciety, be he who he will ; and perhaps 
I have given as good proofs of my attachment 
to diat caufe, in the whole courfc of my public 
' conduft. I think I envy liberty as little as they 
do, to any other nation. But I cannot ftand for- 
ward, and give praife or blame to any thing 
which relates to human adions, and human con- 
cerns, on a fimple view of the objed, as it ftands 
ftripped of every relation, in all the nakednefs and 
folitude of metaphyfical abftradion. Circum- 
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ftanccs (irfiich with fomc gentlemen pafs for 
uoihing) give in reality to every political grin- 
ciflfi its diftioguilhing colour^ and difcrimiivittQg 
tSeSt. Tht circumftances are what redder 
every civil and political fcheme beneficial or 
noxious to mankind. Abftra&edly ipeakiog, 
•govennmcnc, as well as liberty, i$ .good; yec 
«ould I, io common fisnfe, ten years ago, hai^ 
felicitated France on her enjoyment of a go- 
-vernment (for ihe then had a. government) with- 
out enquiry what the nature of that govern- 
ment was, or how k was adminiftered? Can 
,1 now congratulate the fame nation upon its free- 
dom ? Is it bccaufe libcrry in the abftra^ may 
be clafied amongft the bleflings of mankind, 
that I am ferioufly to felicitate a madman, 
•who has efcaped from the protecting reftraint 
and wbolcfome darknefsof his cell> on his redo- 
\jBtion;i» the enjoyment of light and liberty? 
Am I to congratulate an highwayman and mur- 
derer, who has broke prifon, upon the recovery 
of his natural rights i This would be to a& over 
^^n the fcene of the criminals condemned to 
. the gallies, and their heroic deliverer, the meta» 
,phyfic Knight of the Sorrowful Countenance. 

When i iee the ^int of Uberty in adUon, I 
•fee a .ftrong principle at worki and this, for a 
while, is all I can pofllbly know of it. The wild 
gOJi the fixed air is plainly broke loofe : but v/e 
ought to fufpend our judgment until the firft ef- 
fervcfcence is a litde fubfidcd, till the liquor 
is ckared^ and until we fee fometbing deeper 

than 
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than the agitation of a troubled and frothy fur- 
face. I muft be tolerabl/ fure» before I veiuuce 
publicly to congratulate men upon a bleifing^ 
that they have real)/ received one. Flattery 
corrupts both the receiver and the giver ; and 
.adulation jis not of more fervice to the people 
than CO kings. I Ihould therefore fulpiend my 
congratulations on the new liberty of France, 
.until I was informed how it had been combined 
with governinent; with public force; with the 
difcipline and obedience of armies ; with the col« 
lc6tion of an efFedive and well-dlftributed reve- 
nue j with oiorality and religion ^ with the iblidity 
of property s with peace and order; with civil and 
fi)cial manners. All theie (in their way) are good 
things too ; and, without them, liberty is not a be- 
nefit whilll it lads, and is not likely to continue 
. long. The eflFed: of liberty to individuals is, that 
they rnay do what they pleafe : W e ought to fee 
what it will pleafe them to do, before we rifque 
congratulations, which may be fooa turned into 
con^laints. Prudence would diftate this in the 
cafe of feparate infulated private mens but li- 
berty, when men adi m bodies, is power. Confix 
derate people before they declare themfelves 
will obferve the ufe which is made of power-, 
and particularly of fo trying a thing as new 
power in fiew perfons, ot whofe principles, tem- 
pers, and difpo0tions, they have little o§ no ex- 
perience, and in fituations where thofe who 
appear the moft ftirnng in the iccne may poilibly 
not be ,tbe real movers. 

All 
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• AIT thcfe conficlciations however were below 
the trafcendcnral dignity of the Revolution 
Society. Whilft I continued in the countiy^ 
fiom whence I had die honour oT writing to you, 
I had but an imperfect idea of their tranfac- 
tions^ On my coming to town, I fent for an 
account of their proceedings, which had been 
publifhed by their authority, containing a fer- 
J nion of Dr. Price, wich the Duke de Rochefau- 
cault^s aii3^ the Archbiihop of Aix's letter, and 
feveral other documents annexed. The whole 
of thiit publication, with the manifeft defign 
of conneding the affairs of France with thofe 
' of England, by drawing us into an imitation of 
the conduft* of the National Aflcmbly, gave me 
a confiderable de2:ree of uneafinefs. The efFetfl of 
that condud upon the power, credit, profperity^ 
asnd tranquillity of France, became every day more 
evident. The form of conftitution to be fettled, 
for its future polity, became more clear. We 
are now in a condkion to difcern, with tolerable 
cxadnefs, the tru^ nature of the oh]c& held up to 
our imitation. If the pruutrncc of rckrvc and 
decorum didbates filence in fome circumftances, 
mothers prudence of an higher order may juftify 
TK in fpeaking our thoughts. The beginnings 
of confufion with us in England are at prefent 
feeUe enough; but with you, we have feen an 
infancy ftiU more feeble, growing by moments 
• into a ftrength"^ to heap mountains upon moun- 
tains', and to wage war with Heaven itfclfl 
>yhenever our neighbour's houfe is on fire, it 

cannot; 
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cannot be amifs for the engines to play a 
tie on oifr own. Better to be defpiied for to^ 

anxious apprchcnlions, than ruined by too con- 
fident a fccunty.' 

. Sollickous chiefly for the pieace of my owa 
country, but by no means imconcemed for 

your's, I wifli to communicate more largely^ 
"what wa$ at firft intended only for your pii- 
▼ate fatisfaftion, I lhall ftill keep your af- 
fairs in my eye, and continue to aelilrLls myfclf 
to you. Indulging myfelf in the freedom of 
epiftolary intercourfe, I beg leave to throw oitt 
my thoughts, and exprefs my feelings, juft as 
they arife in my mind, with very little atten- 
tion to formal method. I fet out with the pro- 
ceedings of the Revolution Society ; but T IhaB 
not confine myfelf to them. Is it poITible I 
Ihould i It looks to me as if I were in a great 
criGs, not of the affairs of France alone, but of 
all Europe, perhaps of more than Europe. All 
circumftances taken together, the Ercnch revo- ^ 
.lution is the mod: aftoniihing that has hitherto 
happened in the world. The moft wonderful 
things are brought about in many inftances by 
means the moft abfurd and ridiculous i in the moft 
ridiculous modes $ and apparently, by the moft 
contemptible inftruments. Every thing feems 
out of nature in tiiis ftrange chaos of levity and 
ferocity, and of all forts of crimes jumbled to- 
ortthcr with all forts of follies. In viewing}: this 
monfuous tragi-comic fcene, the moft oppofttc 
pallions neccifiirily fucceedj and fomecimes mix 
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with each other in the mind; alternate cm- 
tempt and indignat;ion ; alternate laughter aiyi 
tears; aUcroacc fccu;n.and horror. 

It cannot however bp denied^ that to iome 
thi3 ftrange fcene appeared tn quite another 
point of view. Into them it infpired no other 
fentiments than diofe of exulution and ri^ture. 
They faw nothing in what has been done in 
France, but a firm and temperate exertion of 
freedom ; fo conGftent, on the whole, with mo- 
ral$ and with piety, as to make it delervihg not 
only of the iecular applaufe of daffatng Machia* 
velian politicians, but to render it a fit theme for 
aU the devout efiufions of facred eloquence. 

On the forenoon of the 4th of November bift, 
Dodlor Richard Price, a non-conforming minifter 
of eminence, preached at the diflenting meeting- 
houfe of the Old Jewry, to his club or fociety, a 
very extraordinary mifcellaneous fcrmon, in which 
there are fome good moral and religious fen- 
titnents, and not ill expreiled, mixed up in a 
Ibrt of porridge of various political opinions 
and refleftions: but the revolution in France 
is the grand ingredient in the cauldron. I 
confider the addrefs tranfgiitted by the Re- 
volution Society to the National A0embly, 
through Earl Stanhope, as originating in the 
principles of the fermon, and as a corollary fron^ 
them. It was moved by the preacher of that 
difcourie. It was pafled by thofe who came 
reeking from the effe6t of the fermon, without 
any. cenfure or quaii&cationj expreOcd or implied. 
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If, howcver,^ any of the gentlemen conccrneJ 
fliaiU irifli to* feparAte the fcrmott from the fefo- 
lurion, tfiey ktiew how to*' acknowledge the one, 
aiid CO difavow the other. They may do it; I 

CttlAOt. ^ 

For tny part, I looked on that iermon w 

Ae public declaration of a man much con- 
ncdled with literary caball ers, and intriguing 
philofophersi with fioHtical theologians^ ^'ndf 
tftieological poKticiads, both-' at home and abroad. 
I know they fet him up as a fort of oracle; bc- 
caufe, with the beft intenuons in the world, he 
nacurally philippizeSi and xbaunts Im prophetic 
fong in exa6t unilbn with their defigns. 

That fermon. is in a drain which I believe has 
not been hetrd in this kingdom, in any of the 
pulpits which are tol^tcd or encouraged in it, 
fince the year 1648, when a predeceflbr of Dr. 
Price, the Reverend Hugh Peters, made the vault 
of die king's own chapel at St. James's ring with- 
the honour and privilege of the Saints, who, with 
the " high praifes of God in their mouths, and a 
^'#C0»-edged fword in their hands, were to execute" 
"Jadgwent on the heathen, smd punifhments 

upon the people; to bind their kings with chains, 
** and their ne^les with fetters of ironV* jbew 
iMliigues from the pulpit, except in the days of 
j&w league iff France, or in the days of our Ib- 
lemn league and covenant in England, have ever 
toreathed lefa of the fpirit of moderation than 

* Pfidm cxlix. 
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this lefturc in the Old Jewry. Suppofing, ho\\^* 
ever, that fomething like moderacioa were v'i&^ 
Ue in this political fermons yet policies aod 
'^e pulpit are terms that have little agreements 
No found ought to be heard in the church but 
the healing voice oC Chriftian charity. The caufe 
of civil liberty and civil government gains as 
little as that of religion by this confufion of du- 
ties. Thofe who quit their proper charadler, to 
afliime what does not belong to them, are, for the 
greater part> ignorant both of the charaAer 
they leave, and of the charadler they aflume. 
Wholly unacquainted with the world in which 
they are (o fond of meddling, and inexperienced 
in all its affairs, on which they pronounce with 
lb much confidence, they have nothing of politics 
but the paiHons they excite. Surely the church 
h a place where one day's truce ought to be 
allowed to the diflenfions and anioiofities of 
mankind. 

This pulpit flyle, revived after ib long a diil 
continuance, had to me the air o^" novelty, and 

of a novelty not wholly without danger. 1 do not 
charge this danger equally to every part of the dif* 
courle. The hint given to a noble and reverend 
lay-divine, who is fuppofed high in office in one 
of our univerfities *, and to other lay-divines " of 
** rank and literature,*' may be proper and feafon^ 
able, though fomewhat new. If the noble Seekers 
fliould find nothing to fatisfy thrir pious fancies 

* Difcourfe on the Love of our Coantry, Nov. 4* 1 789, by 
Dr. Rkhard Price, 3d edition, p. 17 and 18. 
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tn die old ftaple of the national church, or itk 

all the rich variety to be found in the well-. 
aiTorted warchoufes of the dilicnting congrega- 
tions^ Dn Price advifes them to improve upon 
non-conformity j and to fet up, each of them, a 
feparate meeting-houfe upon his own particular 
principles^. It is fomewhat remarkable that this 
leverend divine Ihould be fo earneft for letting up 
new churches, and fo perfectly indifferent con- 
cerning the do6trine which may be taught in them*. 
His zeal is of a curious charaften It is not fgr 
the propagation of his own opinions, but of any opi- 
nions. It is not for the difFuiion of truth, but 
for the ip^-eading of contradi&ion* Let the noble 
teachers but diflent, it is no matter from whom or 
from what. This great point once fecured, it is 
taken for granted their religion will be rational and 
manly. I doubt whether religion would reap alLthe 
benefits which the calculating divine computes 
from this great company of great preachers/* 
It would certainly be a valuable addition of non- 
defcripts to the ample colle&ion of known clalTes, 
genera and fpecies, which at prefent beautify the 
hortus Jiccus of diiTcnt. A fermon from a noble 



Thofe who diflike that mode of worlhip which is prc- 
fcribcd by public authority ought, if they caa find no wor- 
ihip out of the church which they approve, to fet up a 
fipf^^^f tioorjbif for tbemfglves ; and by doi^g this, snd 
** giving an example of a rarionat and manly worihip, men 
*• ofaviigbt from their ranJ!: and literature irtay do the greateflf 
fervice to ibctety and the WQild." P. iS. Dr. Price's Ser- 
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duke, or a soblc niarqtiis> or a noble earl, or tiaron* 
bold, would certainly increafe and diverfify the 

amufemcnts of this town, which begins to grow 
fetiaied .with the uniform round of its vapid difli- 
pauons« I fhould only ftipulate -that thefe new* 
Mefs- Johns in robes and coronets ihould keep fome' 
fort of bounds in the democratic and levelling 
principles which are expeded from their titled- 
pulpits. The new evangelifts will, I dare fayj^* 
, difappoint the hopes that arc conceived of them. 
They will not become, literally as well as figura- 
tively, polemic divines^ nor be difpofed fo to drill 
their congregations that they may, as in former' 
bleiTcd times, preach their dodrincs to regiments 
of dragoons, and corps of infantry and artillery. 
Such arrangements, however favourable to the cauie 
of compullbry freedom, civil and religious, may not 
be equally conducive to the national tranquillity. 
Thefe few reftridtions I hope are no great (Iretches of 
intolerance, no very violent exertions of defpotifm. 
But I may fay of our preacher, ut'inam nugis 
tQta ilia dedijfet tempera fcevitia*^ — All things 
in tlus his fulminadng bull are not of lb in- 
noxious a tendency. His' doArines affeft our' 
conftitution in its vital parts. He tells the Revo- 
lution Society, in this political fermon, that his* 
majefty " is almoft the onfy lawful king in the* 
•* world, bccaufe the cnly one who owes his 
" crown to the choice of his feople** As to the 
kings of the worU, all of whom (except one) this* 
arcbpontiff of the rights of men^ with all .die 

plenitude, 
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]!fteni€ii(]e^ and with more than the boldnefs 

the papal dcpofmg power in its meridian fervour 
of the twelfth century, puts into one fweeping 
daufe of ban and anathema^ and prociainis 
ufurpi^rs by circles of longitude and latitude^ 
over the whole globe, it behoves them to^confi- 
der how dicjr admit into their territories thefe 
apoftoKc miffionaries, who are to tell their fubjefts 
they are not lawful kings. That is their concerni 
It is ours> as a domeftic intereft of feme moment^ 
leriouflj to coniider the folidity of the onfy prin* 
ciple Upon which thefe gentlemen acknowledge 
a king of Great Britain to be entitled to their 
allegiance. 

This dofb-inci as applied td the prince now on 
the Britifli throne, either is nonfenlc, and there- 
fore neither true nor falfe, or it affirms a molt 
vnfbunded, dangerous, illegal, and ' unconftitu* 
tional pofition. According to this fpiritual 
dodor of politics^ if his majedy does not owe 
his crown to the choice of his pc<^le, he is no' 
bv^l king. Now nothing can be more untrue 
than that the erown of this kingdom is fo held 
by his majefty. Therefore if you follow their 
nik, the king of Great Britain^ who moft cer« 
tm]j does not owe his high office to any form 
of popular eleftion, is in no refpe6l better than 
the xt& of the gang of ufurpers, who reign, or 
lather rpb^ all over the face of this our miferable 
world, without any fort of right or title to the 
allegiance of their people. The policy of this 
general do£i;rine>. ib qualified, is evident enoughs 
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Tde pi^pagatms of this political gofpd'we i» 
hopes their abftraft principle (their piinciple 

that a popular choice is necefTsiry to the legal ex- 
iftence of ,the fovereign magiftracy) would be 
overkxifced whilft the king of Great Britain wa» 
not affefted by it. In the mean time the ears of 
their congregations would be gradually habituated 
to it) as if it were a firft principle admiuied witb*- 
out difputei For the prefent it would only ope- 
rate as a theory, pickled in the preferving juices 
of pulpit eloquence^ and laid by for future u(e» 
Ccndo et cmp^no qu4g mcx dtprmttere f^j/imi By tUs 
poHcy> whilft our governnienc is (botb^d with a 
refervation in its favour, to which it has no claim, 
die fecurity^ which it has in common with all gp- 
▼ernments, ib far as opimon is iecurity> is taken 
away. 

Thus thefe politicians proceed, whilft little no- 
tice is uken of their dodlrines ^ but when they 
come to be examined upon the pJain meaning of ' 
their words and the direft tendency of their 
doclrines, then equivocations and flippcry con- 
ftrudtions come into play. When they fay the 
king owes his crown to the thoice of his peo- 
ple, and is therefore the only lawful fovereign 
in the world, they will perhaps tell us they 
mean to fay no more than that fome of the 
king's predeccflbrs have been called to the 
tiiionc by fome, fort of choice i and therefore he 
owes his crown to the choice of his people. 
Thus, ' by a miferable fubteffuge, they hope to 
rtnder their propolition iafc, by rendering it 
* nugatory. 
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OUgUOiy. They are wdccnne to the afylunt 
di^ feek for their oSaace, fioce they take fcfiige 
10 dwir feUy. For, if yoti admit this inter- 
pretation> how does their idea of cledtion differ 
from our idea of inheritance ? And how does 
tkc iettlement of the crown in the Bruniwick 
line derived from James the firft, come to le- 
galize our monarchy, rather than that of any of 
ihe neighbouring countries? At fome tioie or 
ntfaer^ to be iiire, all the beginners of dynalHes 
were chofcn by thofe who called them to go- 
.vern. There is ground enough for the opir 
niott Akt all the kingidonis of Eun^ were, at a 
fcmote period, eleftiTe, with more or fewer Ii» 
mitations in the objeds of choice ; but whatever 
kings might have been here or elfewhcre» a 
'thonland years. ago» or in whatever manner die 
ruling dynafties of England or France may have 
begun, the King of Great Britain is at this day 
iciog by a fixed nde of fucceflioh, according to 
the laws of his country ; and wUlft the legal con- 
ditions of the compafl of fovereignty arc per- - 
formed by him (as they are performed) he holds 
his crown in contempt of the choice of the Revo- 
lution Society, who have not a fingle vote fer a 
king amongft them, either individually or col- 
lectively ; though I make no doubt they would 
ibon ms& thcmfdves into an ele&onU college, 
if things were ripe to give effect to dieir claim. 
His majefty's heirs and fucceflbrs, each in his 
tinv and order, will come to the crown widi 
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the fame contempt of their choice with which hit 

nmieftjr has fucceeded to that he wears. 

- Whatever may be the (uccefi of evalion in ex- 

. plaining away the grofs error of faoiy which fup- 
pofes that his m^efty (though he holds it in 
concurrence with the wiihes) owes bis crown u> 
the choice of his people, yet nothing can evade 
their full explicit declaration^ concerning the 
principle of a right in the • people to chooi^ 
which right is direftly maintained, and tena* 
cioufly adhered to. All the oblique infinuations 
concerning ek'6lion bottom in this propofuion, 
and. are referable to it. Left the foundiadon of 
•the king's exclufive legal title Ihould pa(s for a 
mere rant of adulatory freedom, the political 
Divine proceeds dogmatically to alTcrt*, that by 
the principles of the Revolution the people of 
England have acquired, three fundamental rights, 
all which, with him, compofe one fyftem, and lie 
together in one ihort fentence ^ namely, that wc 
Jiave acquired a right 

1. To choofe our own governors." 

2. To cafhier them for mifcondudt." 

3. To frame a government for ourfelyes." 
This new, and hitherto unheard-of bill of rights, 
though made in the name of the whole people, 
belongs to thofe gentlemen and their fa&ioa 
only. The body of the people of England have 
no ihare in it. 1 hey utterly difcaim it. They 

* P. 34, Diicoarie oa the Love of our Country « by Dr. Price. 

Will 
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%iU fcfift the pradical afleition of it with* their 

lives and fortunes. They are bound to do fo by 
the laws of their country, made at the time of that 
very Revolution^ which is appealed in favour of 
the fiAitious rights claimed by the fociety which 
abufes its name. 

Thcfe gentlemen of the Old Jewry, in all 
their reafonings on the Revolution of 1688, have 
a revolution which happened in England about 
forty years before, and the late French revolution, 
ib much before their eyes, and in their hearts, 
that they are conftantly confounding all the 
three together. It is ncceffary that we Ihould 
feparate what they confound. We mufl: recall 
dieir erring fancies to the of the Revolutioa 
which we revere, for the difcovery of its true 
principles^ If the principles of the Revolution of 
1688 are any where xp be found, it is in the fta* 
tute called the Declaratkn of Right. In that moft 
wife, fober, and confiderate declaration, drawn up 
by great lawyers and great flatefmen, and not by 
warm and inexperienced enthufiafts, not one word 
is laid, nor one fuggeftion made, of a general right 

to choofe our own governors i to calhier them for 
^ mifcondudl: % and to for^ a government for 0«r^ 
« Jdves.*' 

This Declaration of Right (die a<ft of the ift 
pf William and Mary, feff. a. ch. 2.) is the corner- 
flone of our cohftitution, as reinforced, explained, 
improved, and in its fundamental principles for 
ever fettled. It is caijed " An for declaring 
<^ the rights and liberties of the fubjedfc, ^nd for 
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^ the Jucceffim of the crown.** You wiIT 

obferve, that thefc rights and this fucceflion are 
declared ia one bod]r» and bound indiflblublf 
togedien- 

A' few years after this period, a fccond oppor- 
tunity otFcred for aflcrting a right of eleftion ta 
the crown. On the profpeft of a total failure of 
ifliie from King Wtlltam, and from the Princefs, 
afterwards Queen Anne, the con fi deration of the 
fctdement of the crown, and of a furdicr fecurity 
ibr the liberties of ^ the people, again came before 
the legiflature. Did they this fecond time make 
any provifion for legalizing the crown on the 
i^rious Revoludon principles of the Old Jewry f 
No. They followed the principles whi^h pre- 
vailed in the Declaration of Right; indicating 
with more precifion the perfons who were to in- 
herit in the Proteftant line. This a& alfo incw- 
porated, by the fame policy, our liberties, and anr 
hereditary fucceflion in the fame a6t. Inftead of a 
right to choofe our own governors, diey declared 
that the Juc^effian in that line (the proteftant line 
drawn from James the Firft) was abfolutely ne- 
ceflary for the peace, quiet, and fecurity of the 

realm," and that it was equally urgent on dient^ 
^ to maintain a certainty in the Juccejftm thereof \ 

to which the fubjcfts may fafely have re- 

courfe for their protection.'* Both thefc adts, 
in which vc heard the unerring, unambiguoiia 
oracles of Revolution policy> inftead of coun- 
tenancing the delufive, gypfcy predictions qf 
a ^' right to choofe oiir governors,'' prove to 

. a dcnionftratipj^ 
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a ckmonllracion how totally advcrle tiie wifilom of 
die lutkm was finom turning a cafe of neccfiiqr 
into a rule of law. 

Unqueflionably there was at the Revolution, ia 
the perfon of King Wiiliam, a fmall acid a taiv 
porary deviation from the flri& order of a legu^ 
kr hereditary fuccefiion ; but it is againft all 
genuine principles of jurifprudence to draw a 
principle from a law made in a fpecial cale> and 
regarding an individual per(bn. Pmilegmm tM 
tranfit in exempUm. If ever there was a time 
favourable for eftabliihing the principle, that a 
king of popular choice was the only legal kingt 
without all doubt it was at the Revolution. lis 
not being done at that time is a proof that die 
nation was of opinion it ought not to be done at 
anf time. There is no pcribii ib comf^Ieteiy 
ignorant of our hiftory, as not to knoW| that ^ 
majority in parliament of both parties were fo 
little difpofed to any thing r^fembling that 
principle, that at firft they weie determined to 
place the vacant crown, not on the head of the 
prince of Orange, but on that of his wife Mary, 
daughter of King James, the ddeft born of the 
Hftre erf that king, which they acknowledged as 
;undoiibtedly his. It would be to repeat a very 
trite ftory,. to recall to your memory all thofc 
circumftances which demonftrated that their ac- 
cepting King William \v<as not propfily a choice 
but, to all thofc who did not wifli, in cfic(5l tp 
recall King James^ or to deluge their country in 
lulood, and again to bring their religion, laws, 

C 4 and 
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ind UbmicB into the pcrii tbqr had juft dcaped, 
k w» MiM&cf necej/ttr, in tbe flrifieft moral fenla 

m vAikli ntctfTiiy can be taken. 

In the very act, in which for a time, and in 
A fiogle cafc» parliamcot departed from the flrift 
order of inheritance, in favour of a prince, who, 
though not next, was however very near ia 
the line of fucceOioiij it is curious to obferve 
how Lord Somers, who drew the bill called 
the Declaration of Right, has comported him^t 
fclf on that delicate occafion. It is curious 
to oblcrve with what addrefs this temporary 
folution of continuity is kept from the eyes 
whilll all that could be found in this a6b of 
ncccdUy to countenance the idea of an hercdi^ 
ttry fucceflion is brought forward, and foAercd, 
mid made the mckft of, by this great auui> and 
by the IcglQature who followed him. Quitting 
the iliy, iinpcrative ftylc of an ad of parliament^ 
he n^akes the lords and cqmnnoos fall to a 
pkMMb legiOative tjaculation, tnd declare, thar 
<hi V conf)(.kr it as a marvellous providence, 
** Aiul n>civitul goodnds ot God to this nacionj 

to piYlcrvc their £ud majeftics fv)f«/ pnfray 
^ h^ffiHy to itigii over us «• lie tirwme ^ 
^ itffv<rfw^ itbr which, from the botto,^ of 
« ihcii hcditu> uvy rccuin ihvir humbldl rhar>» ;y. 

)iyMi (bUu<;k^'~Xhie k:guuatre pliinly bad in 
yk^ th^ ^ n:o)^ioo of il» grft cf <^ecii 
V.lU4b<ti^ Chipw >J> and of duf ot* Jurcs the 
C^^H^ vd* C\s:a s^cU il-crrgiY dccior-itory of 
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parts they follow, with a* nearly literal pre-« 
€ifion> the words , and even the form of thankfw 

giving, which is found in thefe old declaratory 
ftatutes. 

The two houfes> in the aft of king William^ ' 
not thank God that they had found a fair op- - 

portunity to aficrt a right to choofe their own 
governors, much icfs to make an ele(5lion the 
on^ lawful titk to the crown. Their having been 
in a condition to avoid the very appearance of 
it, as much as pofTiblc, was by them confider- 
ed as a providential efcape. They threw a poli- 
tic, well-wrought veil over every circumftance 
tending to weaken the rights, which in the me- 
liorated order of fuccefllon they meant to per-r 
petuate ; or which might furoifli a precedent (or 
any future departure from what they had then 
feided for ever. Accordingly, that they might 
not relax the nerves of their monarchy, and that 
they might prefcrve a clofc conformity to the 
pradice of their anceftors, as it appeared in the de- 
claratory ftatutes of queen Mary * and queen Eli- 
zabeth, in the next daufe they veft, by recognition, 
in their majefties, all the legal prerogatives of the 
crown, declaring, " that in them they are mod 
fuUyy rightfully, and intirely invefted, incorpor 
^ rated, united, and annexed/* In the claufe 
which follows, for preventing queftions, by rea- 
fon of any pretended cities to the crown, they 
l^eclare .(obferving alfo in this the traditionary 

• |il Mary, SeC 3. ch. |. 

language. 
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language, along wkh die tradhiooaiy poljkjr of 
the ftadon> and repeating as from « rubric the 

language of the preceding adb of Elizabeth and 
. James) that on the preferving a ceriainty in the 
8VCCBSSION thereof, the unity, peace, and tran* 

quillity of tliis nation dothj under God, wholly 
« depend." 

They knew that a doubtful title of fucceifion 
would but too much refeinble an eie£Hon ; and 

that an eledtion would be utterly deftruftive of 
the " unity, peace, and tranquillity of this na- 
tion»" which they thought to he cpnfidera^ 
tions of fome moment. To provide for dielc ob- 
jeds, and therefore to exclude for ever the Old 
Jewry doftrine of " a right to choole our owo 
jgofftmon," they follow with a claufe, con* 
taining a mo& foiemn pledge, taken from the 
preceding adt of Queen Elizabeth, as folemn a 
pledge as ever was or can be given in favour of 
an hereditary fucceffion» and as Iblemn a renun« 
ciatbn as could be made of the principles by 
this fociety inriputcd to them, « The lords 
fpiritual and temporal^ and commons, do» 
in the name of all the people aforefaid, moft 
humbly and faithfully fubmit tbem/ehesy their 
•* beirj and pofteritUs for ever ; and do faith* 
« fully promife, that they will ftand to, main- 
« tam, and defend their faid majefties, and 
•* alfo the limitatlo?i of the crozvn, herein fpecified 
and conuiaed^ to the utmoft of their powers/' 
&c, &c* 

' . So 
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So far IS it from being true, that we acquired a 
right by the Revohition to clc6l our kings, that 
if we had poffirffed it beforCj the £ngU(h nation 
did at that time moft fblemnly renounce and ab-* 
dicate it, for themfelves and for all their pof- 
tcrity for ever. Thcfe gentlemen may value 
tbemfelyes as nmch as they pleafe on their whig 
principles j but I never defire to be thought a 
better whig than Lord Somers ; or to underftand 
the principles of the Revolution better than tfaofe 
by whom it was brought about or to read in the 
declaration of right any mifteries unknown to thofe 
whofc penetrating ftyle has engraved in our ordi- 
nances^ and in our hearts, the words and ipirit of 
that immortal law. * 

It is true that, aided with the powers derived 
from force and opportunity, the nation Was at 
Aat time, in fome fenfe, fire to take what 
courfe it pleafcd for filling the throne 5 but only 
• free to do fo upon the fame grounds on which 
they might have wholly abolifhed' their mo-* 
flarchy, and every other part of their conftitution.' 
However they did not think fuch bold changes 
within their comminion. It is indeed difficult, 
peihaps impoflible, to give limits to the mere 
ahftra5f competence of the fupreme power, fuch 
as was exercifcd by parliament at that time ^ but 
die limits of a moral competence^ fubjeding, 
even in powers more indiiputably fbvereign, 
occaHonal will to permanent reafon, and to the 
fteady maxims of faith, juftice, and fixed fun- 
damental policy, are perfedly intdligible, and 

perfcAly 




authority, under any name, or under any title, 
la the ftate. The houfe of lords, for inftance, 
U not morally competent to diffolve the houfe of 
commons no, nor even to dilFolvc itfelf, nor to 
abdicate, if it would, its portion in the kgiHa^ 
ture of the kingdom. Though a king may ab-' 
dicate for his own pcrfon, he cannot abdicate for 
the monarchy. By as ftrong, or by a ilrongcr 
reafon, the houfe of commons cannot renounce its 
lhare of authority. The engagement and paft of 
fociety, which generally goes by the naaie of the 
. conditution, forbids fuch invaiion and fuch fur* 
render. The conftituent parts of a ftate are o- 
bliged to hold their public faith with each other, 
and with all thofe who derive any ferious intereft 
under their engagaments, as much as the whole 
ftate is bound to keep its faith with fcparate com- 
munities. Otherwife competence and power 
would foon be confounded, and no law be left but 
the will of a prevailing force. On this principle 
the fucceffion of the crown has always been what 
it now is, an hereditary fucceflion by law : in the 
pld line it was a fucceflioa by the common ]aw| 
in the ni^w \>y the ftatute law, operating on the 
principles of the common law, not changing the 
fubft^ince, but regulating the mode, and defcrib- 
ing the peribns. Both thefe defcriptions of Ifiw 
are of the fame force, and are derived from an 
equal authority, emianating from the common a- 
greem^nt and original compact of the ftate, €omt. 
fnuni J^cnfione. reipublica^ an(} as fuch are equally 
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binding on king, and people too, as long as the 
terms are obferved, and they continue the fame 
body politic. 

It is far from impoffible to reconcile, if wc do 
not fulFcr ourfcives to be entangled in the mazes of 
metaphyfic fophiftry, the ufe both of a fixed rule 
and an occasional deviation; the facredncis of 
an hereditary principle of fuccefTion in our go- 
vernment, with a power of change in its appli- 
cation in cafes of extreme emergency. Even in 
that extremity (if we take the meafure of our 
rights by our exercife of them at the Revolu- 
tion} the change is to be confined to the peccant 
part only; to the part which produced the nc-. 
ceflary deviation ; and even then- it 5s to be 
cffcded without a d'/compoficion of the whole 
civil and political mafs, for the purpofe of origi- 
nating a new civil order out of the firft elements 
of fociety. 

A (t^te without the means of fome change is 
without the means of its confervation. Without 
fuch nneans it might even rifque the lofs of that 
part of the conftitution which it wifhed the moft 
religioufly to prefcrve. The two principles of 
confervation and corre&ion operated (Irongly at 
the two critical periods of the Rcftorarion and 
Revolution, when England found itfelf without 
a king. At both thofe periods the nation had 
loft the bond of union in their andent edifice; 
they did not, however, difTolve the whole fabric. 
On the contrary, in both cafes they regenerated 
the deficient part of the old conftitution through 
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tlic parts which were not impaired. They kept 
ihcfe old parts exactly as they were, that the 
part recovered might be fuitcd to them. They 
lifted by the ancient organized ftates in the 
fhape of their old organization, and not by the 
organic mlecuU of a difbanded people. At no 
time, perhaps, did the ibvereign legiflaturc 
manifeft a more tender regard to that fiindamen- 
tal principle of Britifh conllitutional policy, than 
at the time of the Revolution, when it deviated 
jlrom the direft line of hereditary fuccelliofu 
The crown was carried fomewhac out of the line 
in wliich it had before moved but the new line 
was derived from the fame ftock. It was ftiU a 
line of hereditary deicent; ftil! an hereditary de- 
fcent in the fame blood, though an hereditary 
defcent qualified with proteftantifm. When the 
legiilafure .altered the dire&ion, but kept 
principle, they fliewed that they held it invio- 
lable. . 

On this principle, the law of inheritance bad 
admitted Ibme amendment in the old time, and 
long before the aera of the Revolution. Some 
tiiAe after the conqueft great queftions aroie 
upon the legal principles of hereditary defcent* 
It became a matter of doubt, whether the heir 
per capita or the heir per Jiirpes was to fuc- 
ceedi but whether the heir per capita gave way 
when the heirdom per Jiirpes took place, or the 
Catholic heir when the Protcflant was preferred, 
the inheritable principle furvived with a fort of 
immortality through all tranfmigratkma-iwt^ 

tojque 
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tffyuefmr 4171710 s ft at for tuna domus it avi numrraniur 
aomrmm. This is the Ipirk of our confticudoo, 
not only in its fettled courfe, but in all Its revolu- 
tions. Whoever came in, or however he came in, 
whether he obtained the crown by lawi or by ibrce^ 
the hereditaiy fucceflioB was dthcr cootiimed or 
^optcd. 

The gentlemen of the Society for Revolutions 
fee nothing in that oC i68S but the deviation / 
froni the conftitution ; and they take - the 
deviation from the principle for the principle. 
Xhcy. have little regard to the obvious con- 
lequences of their doOrine, though they muftj 
fee, that it leaves pofitive authority in very 
few of the pofitive inftitutions of this country. 
When fuch an unwarrantable maxim is once 
cftabli(bed> that oo throne is lawful but the 
elcftive, no one aft of the princes who preceded 
their sera of fi&itious eledion can be valid. Do 
thefe theorifts mean to imitate ibme of their 
predeceflbrs, who dragged the bodies of our 
antient fovereigns out of the quiet of their 
tombs ? Do they mean to attaint and difabie 
backwards all the kings that have reigned ,be- 
^re the Revolution, and conlequently to ftain 
the throne of England with the blot of a conti- 
'nual ufuipation? Do they mean to invalidate^ 
annul, or to call into queftion, together with the 
titles of the whole line of onr kings, that great 
hody of our ftatute law which paiTed under tiiofe 
whom thqr treat as ulurpm ? to annul laws o& 
kd^imable yalue to our liberties--of as great 

value 
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value at lead as any which have pafled at of 
fince the period of the Revolution i If kings^ 
viho did not owe their crown to the choice ot 
their people, had no title to make laws, what 
will become of the ftatute de tallagio non conce- 
dendo ? — of the petition of right ?—o( the a6t of* 
habeas corpus t Do theie new doftori of the- 
rights of men prefume to afiert, that King James 
the Second, who came to the crown as next of 
blood, according to the rules of a then ufKjua* 
lifted fucceffion, was not to all intents and pUr- 
pofcs a lawful king of England, before he had 
done any of thofe adls which were juftly conftrued 
into an abdication of his crown i If he was not^ - 
much trouble in parliament might have been fav- 
cd at the period thefe gentlemen commemorate. 
But King James was a bad king with a good 
title» and not an ufurper. The princes who fuc-^ 
cecded according to the ad of parliament which 
fetded the crown on the eledlrefs Sophia and on 
ber defcendants, being Proteftants, came in as - 
much by a title of inheritance as King Jame» 
did. He came in according to the law, as it ftood 
at his accefiion to the crown i and the princes 
of the.Houfe of Brunfwick came to the inheritance 
of the crown, not by ele£Hon, but by the law, as it 
(lood at dieir fcveral accefTions of Proteftant de-* • 
fcent and inheritance, as I hope I have ihewn fuffi- 
dendy. 

The law by which this royal family is fpe- 
^i&caUy dci^edl to the fucceflionj is the ad of 
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the 12th and 13th of King William. The term* 
of this ad bind " us and oiir betrs, and our 
pofterifyi to theni, Ihcir btirs, znd their pofle-- 
rity^* beirtg Proteftants, to the end of time, 
in the fame words as the declaration of right 
liad bound us to the heirs of King William 
and Queeri Maiy. It therefore fecures both ati 
hereditary crown and an hereditary allegiance. 
On what ground, except the conftitutionai policy 
of fbrnting an eflablifliniehc to lecure diat kind 
of fucdei&on which is to preclude a choice of 
the people for ever, could the legiflature have 
faftidioudy rejeded the fair and abundant choice 
which our ovirn country prefented to them, and 
fearched in ftrange lands for a foreign pnncefsj 
from whofe womb the line of our future rulers 
Were to derive their title to govern millions of men 
through a feries of ^es ? 

The Princefs Sophia was ifanied ih thci ilBt of 
fetrlement of the 12th and 13th of King Wil- 
liam, for a Jlack and root ,of inheritance to out 
kii^, and not for her merits as a temporary 
adminiftratriit of a power, which Ihe might not> 
and in fad did not, hcrfelf ever exercife. She 
was adopted for one reafon, and for one -only, 
becaufe, fays the aidt, tfaie moft exceUent 

Princefi Sophia, Elefti-cfs and Dutchcfs Dow- 
^ ager of HanoVer, is daughter of the moft 
" excellent Princefs Elizabeth^ late Queen of 
^< Bohemia, daughter of Our late Jvoeriip^ Iwd 
" King James the Firft, of happy memory, and- 

is hereby declared to be the next ia fuccejjlon 
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" in the Proteftant line," &cc. Sec. ; " and the 
crown Ihall continue to the , heirs of her body:, 
' being Proteftants/' This limitation was made 

• by parliament, that through the Princefs So- 
phia an inheritable line, not only was to be con- 
tinued in future but (what they thought very 
material) that through her it was to be - con- 
ne6ted with the old ftock of inheritance in Kins! 
James the Firft in order that the monarchy might 
preferve an unbroken unity through all ages^ 
and might be preferved (with fafety to our 
religioi"^) in the old approved mode by de- 
fcent, in which, if our liberties had been 
once endangered, they had often, through all 
ftorms and ftruggles of prerogative and pri- 
vilege, been prelcrved. They did well. No 
experience has taught us, that in any (Other 
courfe or method than that of an hereditary crown, 
our liberties can be regularly perpetuated and 
preferved facred as our hereditary rights An ir- 
regular, convulfiye movement may be neceflary 

. to throw off an irregular, convulfive diilafc. But 
the courfe of fucccffion is the iicalthy habit of 
the Briti(h conftitution. Was it that the legir- 
latune wanted, at the aft for the limitation of 
the crown in the Hanoverian line, drawn through 
the female dcfcendants of James the Firtt, a due 
fenle of the inconveniencies of having two oc 
three, or poiiibly more, foreigners in fuccef- 
fion to the Bririlli throne ? No ! — they had a 
due fenfe of jdie evils which might happen from 
fuel) foreign rule, and more than a due lenfe of 
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tKem. But a more decifive proof cannot be 

given of the full convidlion of the Britilh na- 
tion, that the principles of the Revolution did 
not authorize them to elc& kings at their 
pleafure, and without any attention to the an- 
ticnc fundamental principles of our g9vernmenrj 
than their continuing to adopt a plan of here- 
ditary Proteftant fucceffion in the old line^ widi 
all the dangers and all the inconveniencies of its' 
being a foreign line full before their eyes» and 
operating with . the utmoil force upon their 
nunds. 

A few years ago I fhould be afhamed to over- 
load a matter, fo capable of fupporting itfeif, by 
the then unneceflary ilippoit of any argument; 
but this fedijious, unconftitutional dodlrine is 
now publicly taught, avowed> and printed. The 
diilike I feel to revolutions, the (igoals for which 
have fo often been given from pulpits ; the fpi- 
rit of change that is gone abroad the total 
contempt which prevails with you, and may 
come to prevail with us, of all antient inftitu- 
tions, when fet in oppofition to a prefent fenfe of 
convenience, or to the bent of a prefent incli- 
fiation : all tbefe confiderations make it not un- 
advifeable, in my opinion, to call back our atten- 
tion to the true principles of our own domeftic : 
laws i that you, my French friend, fhould begin | 
IB know> and that we fhould continue to che- ' 
rifli them. We ought not, on either fide of the 
water, to fufFer ourfclves to be impofcd upon |py 
the counterfeit wares which fome perfons, by a 
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double fraud, export to you in illicit bottoms^ 
as raw commoiliries of Britifii growth though 

wholly alien to our Pjil, in order afterwards to 
fmuggle them back again into this country, 
manufaftured after the neweft Paris falhion of aa 
improved liberty. 

The people of England will . not ape the 
fafhions they have never tried s nor go back to 
tbofe which they have found mifchievous on 
trial. They look upon the legal hereditary 
fucceflion of their crown a& among their rights, 
not as among then* wrongs ; as a benefit, not as a 
grievance $ . as a fecurity for their liberty, hot as 
a badge of fcrvitude. They look oh the frame of 
their commonwealth, as it Jlandsy to be of in- 
cftimable value; and they conceive the undis- 
turbed fucceffion of the crown to be a pledge of 
the ftability and perpetuity of, all the other mem- 
bers of our conftitution. 

I ihaU beg leave, before I go any further, xxk 
' take notice of fome paltry artifices, which* the 
abettors of eledion as the only lawful titte t^ 
the crown, are ready to employ, in order to ren- 
der the fupport of the juft principles of our con- 
ftitution a talk (bmewhat invidious. Thefe Ib- 
phifters fubftitute a fidious caufe, and feigned 
perfonages, in whofe favour they fuppofc you 
engaged, whenever you defend the inheritable 
nature, of the crown* It is common with them 
to difpuce as if they were in a conflidl: with 
fome of thofe exploded fanatics of flavcry, who . 
formerly maintained^ what I believe no creature 
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now maintains, that the crown is held by (In 

" vine, hereditary, and indcfcafible right." — Thefe 
old fanatics of fingle arbitrary power dogma- 
tized as if hereditary royalty was the only lawful 
government in the v/orld, juft as our new fana- 
tics of popular arbitrary power, maintain that a 
popular eledtion is the folc lawful fource of au- 
thority. The old prerogadve enthuliafts> it is 
true, did fpeculate foolifhly, and perhaps ioi- 
pioufly toOj as if monarchy had more of a divine 
limAion than any other mode of government 5 
and as if a right to govern by inheritance were j 
in *ftrictnefs indeferfible in every pcrfon, and un- 
der every circumftance, which no civil or politi- 
cal right can be. But an abfurd opinion con- 
cerning the king's hereditary right to the 
crown does nor prejudice one tliat is rational, 
and bottomed upon folid principles of law and 
policy. If all the abfurd theories of lawyers and 
ifivtnes were to vitiate the objed:s in which they 
are converfant, we ^hou^d have no law, and no 
religion, left in the world. But an abl'urd theory 
on one fide of a queftion forms no juftification for 
alledging a falfe fad, or promulgating mifchievous 
maxims on the other. 

f he fecond claim of the Revolution Society # 
is a right of calhiering their governors on 1 
•* mifcondu^'* Peri^aps the apprehenfions our 
anceliors entertained of forming fuch a prece- 
dent as thfit of caihiering for mifcondud," ' 
was the cauie that the declaration of the aft 
whjch implied the abdication of king James, 
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was^ if it had any faulty ratlier too guardedj 
and coo circumftantial *. But all this guards 
and all this accumulation of circumftanccs, 

fcrves to fliew the fpirit of caution which pre- 
dominated in the national councils, in a fitua- 
tion in which men irritated by oppreflion, and 
elevated by a triumph over it, are apt to aban- 
don thenrifelves to violent and extreme courfes : 
it ihews the anxiety of the great nnen who 
influenced the condudl: of affairs at that great 
event, to make the Revolution a parent of iet- 
tlement, and not a nurkry of future revolu- 
tions. 

No government could ftand a moment, if it 
could be blown dovfn with any thing fo loole 

and indefinite as an opinion of " mijconduB,^* 
They who led at the Revolution, grounded the 
yirtual abdication of King James upon no fucb 
light and uncertain a principle. They charged 
him with nothing lefs than a defign, confirmed 
by a multitude of illegal overt ads^ to Jubvert- 
the Protejtant (burcb and fiate^ and their funda-- 
tnentaly unqueftionable laws and liberties: they 
charged him with having broken the original 
€(mtra& between king and people. This was 

* That Kbg James the fecond, having endeavoured to 
*'/uh*vert /hi conftitution of the kingdom, by breaking the 
*' original control between king and people, and . by tbb 
advice of jefuits, and other wicked perTons, having violated 
the /kndamitttal laws, and having nuithdrewn himfilf otu 
the AingJm, hath ahdicattd the governmem, and the thj^one 
\i thereby vacant***, 
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niqre than mifcmduSf. A grave and over-nil- \ 

ing ncceffity obliged them to take the ftep they t 
took, and took with infip.irc rcludance, as under j 
that TTioft rigorous of all laws. Their truft for » 
the future prefervation of the conftitiition was 
not in ruriire revolutions. The g'-and policy of 
ail their regulations was to render it ahnoil im- 
pra&icable for any future fovereign to compel 
the ftates of the kingdora to have again recoiirfe 
to thofe violent remedies. Thev Ictc the crown 
what, in the eye and edimation of. law, it had 
ever been, perfeftly irrefponfible. In order to 
lighten the crown fuill further, they aggravated 
refponfibility on minitlers of lldte. By the 
ftatute of the ift of king William, fclT. 2d, called 
5* the aEt for declaring the rights and liberties of the 
** JubjecJ, and fc^ fettling the fucccjfon cf the 
« crown^* they enacted, tiut the mmifters (hould 

. ferve the crown on the terms of that declara- 
tion. They fecured foon afrer i\v^ frequent meet- 

/ ings of parliaments by which the whole j^overnment 
would be under the conftant infpeAion and ac- 
tive controul of the popular reprefencative and of 
the magnates of the kingdom. In the next great 
conftitutional adt, that of the 12th and 13th of. 
King William, for the further limitation of the 
crown, and better fecuring the rights and liber- 
tits of the fubjc6t, they provided, " that no 
*^ pardon- under the great feal of England 
** ihould be pleadable to an impeachment by the 
** commons in parliament " The rule hiid down 
for governmenc ia the Declaration of Right, 
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the conftant infpeftion of parltamcnt^ the prae* 

tical claim of mpcachment, they thought infi- 
iiitely a befte- fccurky not only for their confti- 
tutioqal liberty, but againft the vices of admir 
niftration, than the refcrvation of a right fo 
difficult in the practice, fo uncertain in the iflue, 
and often fo milchievpus in the confequencesj 
that of " ca(hierif^ their governors." 

Dr. Price, in this fermon*, condemns very 
properly the praftice of grof$, adulatory ad- 
drefies to kings. Ipftead of tki$ fuifoipe fiyle^ 
he propofes that his majefty Ihould be told, o^ 
occafions of congratulation, that " he is to confidcr ^ 
" himfelf as more , properly the fervant thap 
V the fovereign o( his people." For a complir 
ment, this new form of addrefs does not ieem to 
be very foothing. Thofe who are fervants, in 
name, as well as in effc6t, do not like to be told 
of their fi^uatipn, their doty, and their obli7 
gations. The flave, in the old play, tells hi^ 
niaftcr, H^c mmnemoratio eft quaft exprobra-^ 
tio** It i$ not pleafant as conipliment \ it is 
not wholefome as inftrudtion. After all, if the 
king were to bring himfelf to echo this new 
kind of addrefs, to adopt it in terms, and even 
to tfike the appellation of Servant of the Pepple 
as his royal ftyle, how either he or we (hould 1^ 
much rhended by it, \ cannot imagine. I have 
fcen very afluming letters, figned. Your moft 
obedient, humble fervant. The proudeft domina^ 
tion that ever was endured o^ earth took a title of 

• p. t», *i, *4. 
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ftill greater hamility than that which is now pro-i 
poicd for fovereigns by the Apoille of Liberty, 
Kii^ and n^ions vfctj: trampled upoii by ite 
toot of one calling himfclf the Servant of Ser* 

vants j'* and nnandates for dcpofing fovercign^ 
were (ealed with the.fignet of the Fiiherman." 

I ihould have confidered all this as no nxm 
than a fort of flippant vain difcourfl-, in which, 
as in an unfavoury fume, fevcrai perfons fuffer 
t)ie fpirit of liberty to evaporate^ if it were not 
plainly in fqpport of jthe id.ca, and a part of the 
fcheme of " cafliierino; kings for mifcopdudl.** 
Isk that light it is worth iQime obfervation. 

Kings, in pne fepfe, are undoubtedly the ler* / 
vants of the people, becaufe their power has no } 
other rational end than that of the general ad- | 
yantage; bqt it is liottrue that; they are, in thef 
ordinary fenfe (by our conftitution, at leaft) any | 
thing like fervants j the eflfence of whofe fituation * 
is to obey the ipommands pf fome other, and to 
be renooveable lit plealure. But the king of 
Great Britain obeys no other perfon ; all other 
perfons ar.e individually, and colledively too^ 
junder biKn» s^nd Qwe to him 9 legal obedience. 
The law, which knows neither to flatter nor to 
infult, calls this high magrjftrate, not our fervant, 
as this humble Divine calls hina, but " our Jovc^ 

reign Lard the King \* and we^ on our parts, 
have learned to fpeak only the primitive lan- 
guage of the law, and not the cpnfufed jargon of 
^idr Babylonian pulpits. 

As he is not to obey US| but 4s we are to 
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obey the law in him, our conllitution has made . - 
no fort of provifion towards rendering him, as ig 
fcrvant, in any degree refpoiifible. Our confti- 
tution knows nothing of a magiilrate like the 
Jufiicia of Arragon nor of any court legally ap-' 
pointed, nor of any proccfi legally fettled for fub- 
mitting the king to the refponfibility belonging 
to all fcrvants* In this he is not dii^inguiihed 
frooi the commons and the lords ; who, in their 
feveral public capacities, can never be called ro an 
account for their condufl; although the Revolu- 
tion Society choofes to aflert, in dired oppofition 
to one of the wifeft and mod beautiful parts of our 
conflitution, that a king is no more than the firft ' 
fervant of the public, created by it, and refpon- 

^ fibie to ur 

111 would our anceftors at the Revolution have 
deferved their fame for wifdom, if they had found 
no fecurity for their freedom, but in rendering 
their government feeble in its operations, and 
precarious in its tenure ; if they had been able to 
contrive no better remedy againft arbitrary power 
than civil confufion. Let thefe gentlemen ftate ^ 
who that reprcjentative public is to whom they 
will affirm the king, as a fervant, to be refponfibie. 
It will be tlicn time enough for me to produce to 
tftem the pofitive ftatute law which affirms that he. 
is not, 

Tlie ceremony of cafhiering kings, of which 
thefe gentlemen talk fo much at their eafe, can 
rarely, if ever, be performed without force. It 

then becon^s a cafe of war, and not of confti- 
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tutioDU -Laws are comaianded to hold their 
tongues amongft arms $ and tribunals fall to the 
ground with the peace they arc no longer able to 
uphold. The Revolution of .1688 was obtained 
by a juft war, in the only cafe in which any war, 
and much more a civil war, can be juft. Jufta 
bella quibus necefaria,'* Thcqucftion of de- 
tlironing, or, if th^^fe gentlemen like the phrafc 
better, calliiering kings, will always be, as it 
has always been, an extraordinary queftion of 
ftate, and wholly out of the law ; a queftion (like 
all other queftions of ftate) of difpofitions, and 
of means, and of probable confequences, rather 
than of pofitive rights. As it was not made for 
coiT,nion abiills, fo it is not to be agitated by 
common mindi. The fuperlative line of de- 
marcation, where obedience ought to end, and 
rcfiftance muft begin, is faint, oblcure, and not 
eafily definable. It is not a fingle ad, or a fin- 
gle event, which determines it. Goyqnmeots 
muft be abufed and deranged indeed, before 
it can be thought of ; and the proipe6l of the fu- 
ture muft be as bad as the experience of the paft* 
When things are in that lamentable contrition, 
the nature of the difeafe is to indicate the re- 
medy to thofe whom nature has qualincd to ad- 
miniiler in extremities this critical, ambiguous, 
bitter portion to a diftempered ftate. Times and 
occafions, and provocations, will teach their 
own lcirons.r The wife will determine from the 
gravity of the cafe ; the irriuble from fenfibtlity 
to opprei&oai the high-minded from difdain 
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and indignation at abufive power in unworthy 
bands; the brave and bold from the love of 
Konourable danger in a generous caule : hut, 
with or without right, a revolution will be 

the very laft refourcc of the thinking and the 
good. 

The third head of right, aflerted by the pulpic 
the Old Jewry, namely, the right to form a 

government for ourfelves/' has, at lead, as 
liale countenance from any diing done at the . 
Kcvoiution, either in precedent . or principle, 
as the two firft of their claims. The Revolu- 
tion was made to prefervp our atitient indif- 
putable laws and liberties, and that mitmt 
conftitution of government which is our only 
fecurity for law and liberty. If you are de- 
firous of knowing the fpirit pf our conftitution, 
and the policy which predominated in that 
great period which has fecured it to this hour; 
pray look for both in our hiftories, in our 
fccordsj in our a£ts of parliament, and jour*- 
nals of parliannent, and not in the lermons 
of the Old Jewry, and the after-dinner toafts of 
the Rt volution Society. — In the former you will 
find o^er ideas and another language. Such 
a claim is as ill-fuiced to our tendper and 
wiflies as it is unfu[^rted by any appearance, 
of authority. The very idea of the fabri- 
cation of a new government, is enough to fill 
us with difguft and horror. We wiflied at the 
period of the Revolution, and do now wi(h, to 
derive ali we poffcfs as an inbiritance from our 
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forefiuhers. Upoa that body and ftock of infa^ri* 
tance we have taken care not to inoculate any 
cyon alien to the nature of the original plant. 

All the reformations we have hitherto made, 
have proceeded upon the principle of reference 
CO antiquity} and I hop^ nay I am perfuaded^ 
that all thoie which poffibly may be made here- 
after, will be carefully formed upon analogical 
precedent, authority, and example. 

Our oldeft reformation is that of MagnEa 
Cbarta. You will fee that Sir Edward Coke, that 
great oracle of cur law, and indeed all the great 
men who foUpw him^ to Blackdone \ are indu(^ 
trious to prove the pedigree of our libertiea. 
They endeavour to prove, that the anticnt char- 
ter, the Magna Charta of King John, was con- 
nefted with another pofitive charter from Henrys 
I. and that both the one and the other were no- 
thing more than a re-affirmance of the ftill more 
antient Handing law of the kingdom. In the mat- 
ter .of fad, for the greater part» tbefe authors 
appear to be in the right; perhaps not always; 
but if the lawyers miftake in (bme particulars^ 
it proves my pofirion ftill the more ftronglv^ 
becaule it demon Urates the powerful prcpof- 
feffion towards antiquity, with which the minds 
of all our lawyers and legidators^ and of all the 
people v/hom they wifh to influence, have bc^en 
always filled j and the ftationary policy of thi& 
kingdom in confidering their moft facred rights 
and franchtfes as an inberitottce* 

* See Blackftoiie*! Magna Cliaits, printed at Qxiud^ 1759. 
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In the famous law of the 3d of Charles I* 
' called the PMHm 0/ Right, the parliament lays 

to the king, " Your fubjedls have inherited this 
" freedom," claiming their franchifes not on 
abftrad principles as the rights of men/' but 
as the rights of Englifhmen, and as a patrimony 
derived from their forefathers. Selden, and the 
other profoundly learned men^ who drew this pe- 
tition of right, were as well acquainted, at leaft^, 
with all the general theories concerning the 
" rights of men," as any of the difcourfcrs in 
our pulpitSj or on your tribune; full as well as 
Dr. Price, or as the Abb6 Seyes. But, for rea- 
fohs worthy of that praflical wifdom which fu^ 
perfcdcd their theoretic fciencc, they preferred 
\ this pofitive, recorded, hereditary title to all which 
can be dear to the man and the citizen, to that 
vague fpcculative right, which expofcd their fure 
inheritance to be fcrambled for and torn to pieces 
by every wild litigious (pirit. 

The fame policy pervades all the laws which 
have fince been made for the prefervation of our 
liberties. In the ift of William and Mary, in . 
the famous ftatute, called the Declaration of 
Right, the two houfes utter not a fy liable of " a 

right to frame a government for themfelves/' 
You will fee, that their whole care was to fecure 
the religion, laws, and liberties, that had been 
long pofTefTed, and had been lately endangered. 
^< Taking * into their moft ferious confideration 
f the beft means for making fuch an eftablifhmenc^ 

• I W. and M, 
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*^ that their religion, laws, and liberties, might 
*^ not be in danger of - being again fubverted," 
they aufpicate all their proceedings, by ftating 
as fome of thofe heft means, " in the firft place** 
to do " as tlieir anceftors in like cafes have ujually 

done for vindicating their antient rights and 

liberties, to declare \' — and then they pray the 
king and queen, " that it may be declared and 

cnaded, that all and /lingular the rights and 
" liberties ajferted and declared are the true an-^ 

tient and indubitable rights and liberties of the 

people of this kingdom." 

You will obferve, that from Magna Charta to 
the Declaration of Right, it has been the unifomi 
policy of our conftitution to claim and afTerc 
our liberties, as an entailed inheritance derived to 
us from our forefathers, and to be tranfmitted to 
our poftcrity j as an eftate fpecially belonging to 
the people of this kingdom without any reference 
whatever to any other more general or ■ prior 
right. By this means our conftitution pre- 
lerves an unity in fo, great a diverfity of its 
parts. We have an inheritable crown; an in- 
heritable peerage; and an houfe of commons 
and a people inheriting privileges, franchifes> 
and liberties, from a long line of anceftors. 

This policy appears to me to be the refult of 
profound reflexion ; or rather the happy effed: of 
following nature, which is wifdom without reflec- 
tion, and above it. A fpirlt of innovation is gene- 
rally the refult of a felftfh temper and confined 
views. People will not look forward to pofterity, 
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%tio never look backward to their anceftors. l&e^ 
fideSi the people of England well know, that the 
idea of inheritance furniities a fure principle 
confcrvation, and a fore principle of tranf- 
milTion s without at all excluding a principle 
of improvement. It leaves acquifition freeg 
but it fecures what it acquires. Whatevef. 
advantages are obtained by a ftate proceeding ort 
thefe maxims, are locked faft. as in a Jort 
cyf &mily fettlem^nt; grafped as in a kind, 
of mortmain for ever. By a conditutional po- 
licy, working after the pattern of nature, we 
receive, we hold, we tranfmit our governmeoc 
and our privileges, in the fame manner in which 
we enjoy and tranfmit our property and our 
lives* The inftitutions of policy, the goods of 
fortune, the gifts of Providence, are handed dowii, 
to us and from us, in the fame courfe and order^ 
Our political fyftem is placed in a jull correfpoii-^ 
dence and fymmetry with the order of the worlds 
and with the mode of exiftence decreed to a 
permanent body compofed ,of tranfitory parts j 
wherein, by the difpofition of a ftupendous wif^ 
dom, moulding together the great myfteriovls in* 
corporation of the human race, the whole, at one 
time, is never old, or middle-aged, or young, 
but in a condition of unchangeable constancy, 
moves on dirough the varied tenour of peipetual' 
decay, fall, renovation, and progreflion. Thus, 
by preferving the method of nature in the con-* 
dud of the ftate, in what we improve we are 
never wholly newj in what we Ixtam we are 
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iKvcr whoily obfolcte. By adbermg in thif 
mMBcr and on thofe principles to our forefathers^ 

we are guided not by the fupcrllirion of antiqua- 
rians, but by the fpirit of philofopljic analogy, 
ia tfaU choice of inheritance we have given to our 
frame of polity the image of a relation in blood ; 
binding up the conflitution of our country with 
our deareft domeftic ties i adopting our funda« 
•mental laws into the bolbm of our family a£Src* 
lions; keeping infcDar.ible, and cherifliing with 
the warmth of all tneir combined and mutually 
fcflefted charities^ our ftate^ our hearths^ our fe- 
pulchres^ and our altars. 

Through the fame plan of a conformity to na- 
ture in our artificial infticutions» and by calling ia 
the aid- of her unerring and powerful inftin^s^ to 
fortify the fallible and feeble contrivances of 
our rcafon, we have derived fcveral other> and 
tbofe no fmall beneficsj from confidering our lir 
berties in the light of an inheritance. Always 
adting as if in the prefence of canonized fore- 
fathers, the fpirit of freedom^ leading in itfelf to 
mifrule and cxcefs, is tempered with an awful 
gravity. This idea of a liberal defcent infpires 
us with a fenfe of habitual native dignity, which 
prevents that upftart infolence almoft ineviubly 
adhering to and difgracing thoie who are the 
firft acquirers of any dipLindlion. By this means 
our liberty becoa)es a noble freedom. It carries 
an impofing and majeftic afpeft. It has a pedl* 
gree and illuftrating anc^ftors. It has its bear-* 
in^s and its enfigns armorial. It has ic9 gal» 
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Ury of portraits i its monumental infcriptions $ 
its records, evidences, and titles. Wc procure 
reverence to our civil inftitutions on the prin- 
ciple upon which nature teaches us to revere in- 
dividual men ; on account of their age ; and on 
account of thofe fronn whom they i^re dcfcended. 
All your fophifters cannot produce any thing 
better adapted to preferve a rational and manly 
freedom than the courfe that we have purfuedj 
who have chofcn our nature rather than our fpe- 
culations, our breads rather than our inventions^ 
for the great confervatories and magazines of our 
ghts and privileges. 

You oiighCj if you pleafed> have profited of our 
example» and have given to your recovered free« 

donn a corrcfpondent dignity. Your privileges, 
though difcontinued, were not loft to memory. 
Your conftitution, it is true» whiift you were out 
of poflTefliony fufFcred wafte and dilapidation ; 
but you poficnVd in fome parts the walls, and in 
all the foundations of a noble and venerable 
caftle. You might have repaired thofe walls; 
yoii might have built on thofe old foundations. 
Your conftitution was fufpended before it was 
perfeded i but you had the elements of a confti* 
tution very nearly as good as could be wifhed. In 
. your old dates you pofleficd that variety of parts 
correfponding with the various defcriptions of 
ifchich ybur conpmunity was happily compofed $ 
you had all that combination, and all that oppo- 
fition of incerelh, you had that adlion and coun- 
teraction which^in the natural and ia the poli- 
3 tical 
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tical wbridi from the reciprocal ftrugglc of dif- 
cordanc powers, draws out the harmony of the 

univerfe. Thefe oppofcd and conflicting interefts, 
which you confidered as fo great a blemiih in your 
old and in our prefent conftitutton, intcrpofe a 
falutary check to all precipitate refolucions j 
They render deliberation a aiatrer not of choicr, 
but of neceflity; they make all change a fub- 
jeft of compromife 'y which naturally begets mo* 
deration ; they produce temperaments^ prevent- 
ing the fore evil of harih» cnide> unqualified 
reformations ; and rendering all the headlong 
exertions of arbitrary power, in the few or 
in the many, for ever imprafticable. Through 
that divcrfity of members and interefts, general 
liberty had as many fecurities as there were fepa- 
rate views in the feveral orders i whilft by pref- 
ling down the whole by the weight of a real 
monarchy, the feparace part3 would have been 
prevented from warping and darting from their 
allotted places. 

You had all thefe advantages in your antient 
ilates I but you chole to a6t as if you had never 
been moulded into civil fociecy, and had every 
thing to begin anew. You began ill, bec.ujfc 
you began by defpiling every thing that belonged 
to you. You iet up your trade without a capital. 
If the laft generations of your country appeared 
without much ludrc in your eyes, you might 
have paficd them by 9 and derived your claims 
'from a more early race of anceftors. Under a * 
pious predilcdlion to thofe anceftors, your ima- 
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glnadont would h^ve te^zied vi them a flapdard 
of virtue and wifiiom, beyoad the vulgar praftice 
of the hour : and you would have rifcn with the 
example co whofe imiratioo you afpircd* Refpedt- 
ing your forefathers* you would have been taaghi; 
to refpecl yourfeJves. You would not have cho* 
fen to confider the French as a people of ye(ter« 
day» as a nation of low-l;K>rn fervile wrerchet 
until the emancipating year of 1789. In order to 
furnilhj at the expencc of your honour, an excufe 
to your apologifts here for feveral enormities of 
yours, you would not have been content to be 
reprefented as a gang of Maroon flaves, fuddcnly 
broke loofe from the houfc of bondage, and there- 
fore to be pardoned for your abufe of the libertjf 
to which you were not accuftonned and ill fitted. 
Would it not, my worthy friend, have been wifcr 
to have you tbougKtj what for one» always 
thought you> a generous and gallant nation, long 
mifled to your difadvantage by your high and 
romantic fentiments of fidelity,^ honoutj and loy« 
alcy } that events had been unfavourable to you» 
but that you were not enflaved through any illi- 
beral or fervile difpoiitioa; that in your moft de- 
voted fubmiffion, you were aftuated by a prinr* - 
ciple of public fpirit, and 'that it was your coun* 
try you worfliippcd, in the perfon of your king ? 
Had you made it to be underftood, that in the 
delufion of this amiable error you had gone 
further than your wife anccftors 5 that you were 
refolved to refume your ancient privileges, whilft 
you preferred the ^irit of your aoeient and your 

receflt 



Digitized by Google 



( 53 ) 

Itcent loyalty and hdnour; or, if diffident of 

yourfelvcs, and not clearly difcerning the alnioft 
obliterated coofticution of your anccftors, you 
had looked co your neighbours in this landt who 
!iad kept alive the ancient principled and models 
of the old common law of Europe meliorated 
and adapted to its prefent ftate — hj following wifii 
exaitiples you ^ould have giv^n new examples of 
wifdom to the world. You would have rendered 
the caufe of liberty venerable in the eyes of 
every worthy mirtd in every nation. You would 
have fliamed defpotifm from the earth, by (hew- 
ing that freedom was not only reconcileable, but 
asj when well diiciplined it is, auxiliary to law; 
Tou would have had an unoppreffive but a pro- 
dudbivc revenue. Tou would have had a flou* 
riihing commerce to feed it. You would have 
had a five conftitution i a potent monarchy ; a 
difciplincd army ; a reformed and venerated 
clergy I a mitigated but fpirited nobility, to 
lead your virtue, not to overlay it ; you would 
have had a liberal order of commons, to emu- 
late and to recruit that nobility ; you would have 
had a prpteded, fatisfied, labortoua, and obe- 
dient people, taught to feck and to recognize 
the happinefs that is to be found by virtue in 
all conditions ; in which confifts the true moral 
equality of mankind, and not in that mondrous 
fi&ion, which, by infpiring falfe ideas and vain 
eatpeAatioBs into med deftined to travel in the 
eWcure walk of laborious life, ferves only to 
aggravate and imbitter that real inequality, 
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which it never can remove; and which the or- 
der of civil life cftabliihes as much for the be- 
nefit of thofe whom tc muft leave in an humble 
ftaccy as thofe whom ic is able to exalt to a con* 
dition more fplendid, but not more happy. You 
had a fmooih and eafy career of felicity and 
glory laid open to you, beyond any thing re- 
corded in the hiftory of the world ; but you havp 
(hewn that difficulty is good for man. 

Compqce your gains : fee what is got by thofe 
extravagant and prefumptuous fpeculations which 
have taught your leaders to defpife all their pre- 
deceflbrs, and ail their contemporaries^ and even 
to defpife themfelves, until the moment in 
which they became truly defpicable. By fol- 
lowing thofe falfe lights, France has bought 
undifguifed calamities at a higher price than any 
nation has purchafed the moft unequivocal blef- 
fings ! France has bought poverty by crime ! 
France has not facrificed her virtue to her in- 
terefl: ; but Ihe has abandoned her intereft, that 
ihe might proflitute her virtue. All other nations 
have begun the fabric of a new government, 
or the reformation of an old, by cftablifhing 
originally* or by enforcing with greater exactnefa 
fome rites or other of religion. All other people 
have laid the foundations of civil freedom in 
feverer manners, and a fyftem of a more auftere 
und mafculine morality. France, when (he let 
loofe the reins of regal authority, doubled the 
licence, of a ferocious diflblurcnefs in manners, 
apd of ^n infolent irreligion in opinions and prac-- 
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t^ccss. and has extended through all ranks of 
life, as if (be were communicating fome privi- 
lege, or laying open fomc fecluded benefit, all 

the unhappy corrn tions that ufually were the 
dtfeafe of wealth and power. This is one of the 
new principles of equality in France, 

France, by the perfidy of her leaders, has utterly 
diigraced the tone of lenient councd in the cabi- 
nets of princes, and difarmed it of its moft potent 
topics* She has fanftified the dark fufpicious 
maxims of tyrannous diftruft j and taught kings 
to trcnrible at (what will hereafter be called) the 
delufiveplauGbilicies, of moral politicians. Sove- 
reigns will confider thofe who advife them to 
place an unlimited confidence in their people, as 
fubverters of their thrones; as traitors who 
aim at their deftruftion, by leading their eafy 
good-nature, under fpecious pretences, to admit 
combinations of bold and faichlcfs men into a 
pariicipation of their power. This alone (if there 
were nothing elfc) is an irreparable calamity to 
you aod to mankind. Remember that your par- 
liament of Paris told your king, that in calling 
the ftates together, he had nothing to fear but the 
prodigal excels of their zeal in providing for the 
fupport of the throne. It is right that thefe 
men (hould hide their heads. It is right that they 
Ihould bear their part in the ruin which their 
counfcl has brought on their fovrreign and their 
country. Such fanguine declarations tend, to 
lull authority aQeep; to encourage it rathlyto - 
Wgagc in perilous adventures of untried policy 
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tt oegM^ tKofe ptoviGons, pr(pamtons> tfrf 
)ii«aratkni9» wMeh diftingisift benevolence froih 

imbccillicy ; and without which no man can 
aofwer for the falutary effect of any abftra6t plan 
^ gomnmeoi or of freedom. For want of chefe, 
they have Teen the medicine of the ftatc corrupted 
into its poifon. They have feen the French rebel 
againft a mild and lawful monarchy with more 
fury, outrage, and infult, than ever any people 
has been known to rife againft the moft illegal 
ufurpcr, or the moil iaaguinary tyrant. Their 
lefiftance wm made to conceffiooi their levolc 
was firom proteftion; their blow was ain^d at 
an hand holding out graces^ fimurs^ and ioinau* 
luties. 

This was mmatoral. The reft is io order. 

They have fcund Mcir poniftmenr in their fuc- 
ceis. Laws ovenurned i tribunals fubverted i 
indttftry without vigoors com n ttcic e aquiring; 
die feveaue unpaid^ jet the people hnpove- * 
rilhtd i a church pi!^i=:edj a^nd a t!^a:e no: rc- 
litvtd > civil and m^iuiy anarchy made the 
CMltmitioii of die kingdom; eicrf thii^ ha- 
man and dmne ficrificed to iTve ICO i cf pob- 
Kc credit, a:>d national btnknipccj the confi:- 
^Kttcei and to crovrn al^ the paper iccuritics of 
new* pfccirioQS, tottering power, the dilcrcdit* 
ed paper frcuruiw cf 3:rpovenlbed (rand, and 
b < gg« f d n^wae, held out as a cuii ency lor the 
Ibppm of an ftnpmn in liew of the two gieac 
ftctxij^nbtv! r:> ihjk! r^: >firrr 1ji^:c?! con- 
C%c^l of m a x t k Ma4» wi^jcii duj^ppcared 
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tad hid themfelves iir the earth from whence thef 
ctoie, when the principle of property, whofe crea- 
tures and reprefentatives they are, was fyftematically 
fubvcrced. 

Were all thefe dreadful thmgs necefiary i were 
they the inevitable refulcs of the defpcrate 
ftruggle of determined patriots, compelled to 
Wade throxigh blood and tumult, to the quiet 
Ihore of a tranquil and profperous liberty ? No t 
nothing like it. The freih ruins of France, 
which ihock our feelings wherever we can tura 
our eyes, are not; the devaftation of civil war $ 
they are the fad but inftrudlive monuments of 
raib and ignorant counfel in tinae of profound 
peace. They are the difplay of inconfiderate and 
prefumptuous, bccaufe unrelifted and irrefiftible 
authority. The perfons who have thus fquan- 
dered away the precious treafure of their crimes, 
the perfons who have made this prodigal and 
wild wafte of public evils (the laft (lake rcfcrvcd 
for the ultimate ranfom of the ftate) have met in 
their progrefs with little, or rather with no oppo- 
fition at all. Their whole march was more like 
a triumphal proceflion than the progrefs of a 
war. Their pioneers have gone before them, 
and demoliihed and laid every thing level ai 
their feet. Not one drop -of their blood have 
they ftied in the caufe of the country they have 
rained* They have made no facrifices to their 
proje6ls of greater confcquence than their Ihoe- 
bucklci, whilft they were imprifoning their king, 
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murdering their fellow citizens, and bathing ia 
tearsj.and plunging in poverty and diftrefs^ thou- 
fands of worthy men and worthy families. Their 

cruelty has not even been the bale rtlult of ftrar. 
It has been the cScck. of their fenfc of pcrfciEt 
fafety, in authorizing treafons, robberies, rapes> 
aflaflinations, flaughtcrs, and burnings through- 
out their harraHed land. But the caulc of all wa$ 
|)laiA from the beginning. 

This unforced choice, this fond eledion of 
evil, would appear peife^tly unaccountable, if we 
did not confider the compoUtion of the National 
Aflembly i I do not mean its formal conftitution^ 
which, as it now (lands, is exceptionable enough, 
but the materials of which in a grear meafure it is 
compofed, which is, of ten thoufand times greater 
confequence than all the formalities in the world. 
If we were to know nothing of this Aflembly but 
by its title and funclion, no colours could painc 
to the imagination any thing more venerable. In 
that light the mind of an enquirer, fubdued by 
fuch an awful image as that of the virtue and 
wifdom of a whole people collected into a fo-i- 
cus, would paufe and heficate in condemning 
things even of the very worft afpeft. Inftead of 
blameable, they would appear only myflerious. 
But no nanie, no power, no fun&ion, no artificial 
inftitution whatfoever, can make the men of 
whom any fyftem of authority is compofed, any 
other than God, and nature, and education, and 
their habits of life have made them. Capacities 
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beyond thefe the people have not to give. Virtue 

and wirdom may be the objeds of their choice; 
but their choice confers neither the one nor the 
other on thofe upon whom they lay their ordaining 
hands. They have not the engagement of nature, 
they have not the promiie of reveUcion for any 
fuch powers. 

After I had read over the lift of the peribns 
and defcriptions ek6led into the Tiers Etat^ 
nothing which they afterwards did could appear 
aftonifhing* Among them, indeed, I faw Ibme 
of known ranks romc of fliining talents; but of 
any practical experience in the (tace, not one man 
was to be found. The beft were only men of 
theory. But whatever the diftinguiflied few may 
have been, it is the fubftance and mafs of the body 
which conftttutes its chara&er, and mud finally 
determine its direftion. In all bodies, thofe * 
who will leadj mufl: alfo, in a confiderable degree, 
•follow. They mull conform their propofitions 
to the tafte, talent, and difpofition of thofe whom 
they wifh to condudl: therefore, if an Aflembly 
is viciouily or feebly compofed in a very great 
part of it, nothing but fuch a fupreme degree of 
virtue as very rarely appears in the world, and 
for that reafon cannot enter into calculation, will 
' prevent the men of talents dilTeminaced through 
it from becoming only the expert inftruments of 
ablurd projc6ls ! If whit is the more likely event, 
jnftead of that unufual degree of virtue, they 
(hould be actuated by finiU:er ambition and a luft 
gf meretricious glory, then the feeble part of the 

Affcmbly^ 



Affcmbly, to whom at firfl theycooform, becomes 
in in torn the dioft and inftniAienc of cbeir defigns^ 
In this polickftl traffick the leaders will be 
obliged to bow to the ignorance of their followers, 
nnd the followers to beconie fubfervient to tbc 
Worft defigns of their leaders. 

To fccure any degree of fobriety in the 
propoGtions made by the leaders in any public 
nflembly, they ought to rcfpeft, in Ibme degrct 
perhaps to fear, thofe whom they conduft. To 
be le.d any otherwife than blindly, the follow* 
era ffiuft be qualified^ if not for adors, at Icaft . 
for judges ; they muft alfo be judges of natural 
weight and authority. Nothing can fecurp a 
fieady and moderate condu& in fuch aflemblies» 
but that the body of them fhould be relpeftably 
compofcd, in point of condition in life, of perma- 
nent property, of educatiorl, and of fuch habits 
as enlarge and liberalize the underftandtng. 

In the calling of the ftates general of 
France) the firft thing which ftruck me, was 
a great departure from the antient eourfe. 
I found the rcprefentation for the Third Eftate 
compofed of lix hundred perfons^ They were 
equal in number to the reprefentatives of both 
the other orders. If the orders were to aft 
feparately, the number would not, beyond 
the confideration of the expence, be of much « 
moment. But when it became apparent that 
the three orders were to be melted down 
into one, the policy and neceflary effeft of this 
numerous repreftntatioa became obvious* A 
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very fmall dcfertion from cither of the othef 
two orders muft throw the power of both into 
the hands of the third. In fad, the whole power 
of the ftate was foon refolved into that body. Its 
due compofition became therefore of infinitely the 
greater importance. 

Judge, Sir, of my furprize, when I found that a 
very great proportion of the Aflembly (a majori- 
ty, I believe, of the members who attended) was 
compofed of praditioners in the law. It was 
compofcd not of diftinguifhed magiftrates, who 
had given pledges to their country of their 
fcience, prudence, and integrity j not of lead- 
ing advocates, the glory of the bar; not of re- 
nowned profefTors in univerfities; — but for the 
far greater part, as it muft in fuch a num- 
ber, of the inferior, unlearned, mechanical, 
merely inftrumental members of the profeffion. 
There were diftinguifncd exceptions i but the 
general compofition was of obfcure provincial 
advocates, of fl:ewards of petty local jurifdic- 
tions, country attornies, notaries, and the whole 
train of the minifters of municipal litigation, the 
fomentors and conductors of the petty war of 
village vexation. From the moment I read the 
lift I faw diftindly, and very nearly as it has hap- 
pened, all that was to follow. 

The degree of eftimation in which any pro- 
feflion is held becomes the ftandard of the efti- 
mation in which the profeflbrs hold themfelves. 
Whatever the pcrfonal merits of many indivi- 
dual 
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dual lawyers might have been, and in mtny 
it was undoubtedly very confiderabley in that 

military kingdom, no part of the profcfTion had 
been much regarded* except the highclt of all, 
who often united to their profeflional offices great 
family fplcndour, and were inverted with great 
power and authority. Thcfe certainly were 
highly refpeded, and even with no fmall degree 
of awe. The next rank was not much efteemed } 
the nnechanical pare was in a very low degree of 
repute. 

Whenever the fupreme authority is invefted 

in a body fo compofcd, it muft evidently 
produce the confcquences of fupreme authority 
placed in the hands of men not taught ha- 
bitually to refpeA themielves $ who had no pre- 
vious fortune in chara(5ler at (lake; who could 
not be expeded to bear with moderation, or to 
conduft with difcretion> a power which they 
themfclves, more than any others, muft be 
furprizcd to find in their hands. Who could 
flatter himfelf that theie.men, fuddenly, and» as 
it were, by enchantment* fnatched from the 
humblcft rank of fubordination, would not be in- 
toxicated with their unprepared greatncfs ? Who 
could conceive, that men who are habitually 
meddling, daring, fubtle, aftive, of litigious 
difpofitions and unquiet minds, would cafily 
fall back into their old condition of obfcure 
contention* and laborious, low* unprofitable 
chicane ? Who could doubt but that* at any 
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cxpence to the ftate, of which they underftood 
nothing, they mud purfue. their private incerefts^ 
which they underftood but coo well i It was not 
an event depending on chance or contingency. 
Ic was inevitable} it was ncccHary; ic was 
planted in the nature of things. They muft 
join (if their capacity did not permit them to 
lead) in any projedl which could procure to 
them a litigious conjlitution ; wliich could lay open 
to them thofe innumerable lucrative jobs which 
follow in the train of all great convulfions and 
revolutions in ^che ftate, and particularly in all 
great and violent permutations of property. 
Was it to be expefted that they would attend to 
the (lability of property, whole exiftence had 
always depended upon whatever rendered pro- 
perty quefiionable^ ambiguous, and infecure? 
Their objefts would be enlarged with their eleva* 
tion^ but their difpoQtion and habits^ and mode 
of accompliibing their defigns^ muft remain the 
Tame. 

Well ! but thefe men were to be tempered, 
and retrained by other defcriptions, of more 
fober minds, and more enlarged underftandings. 
Were they then to be awed by the fuper-cminent 
authority and awful dignity of an handful of 
country clowns who have feats in that AITembly, 
Ibme of whom are faid not to be able to read 
and write? and by not a greater number of 
traders* who, though fomewhat more inftrufted, 
and more cohfpicuous in the order of fociety, 
had never known any thing beyond their count- 
ing- ho ufc I 
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ing-houfe ? No ! both thefe ciefcriptions were 
more formed to be ovcrborae aod fwayed by the 
iotrigues nod artifices of lawyert, than to becoone 
thek counterpoife. With fuch a dangerotis di£> 
proportion, the whole mufh needs be goveraed by 
1^1^. To the faculty of law was joined a pretty 
confidcraUe proportion of the faculty medi« 
cine. This faculty had nor, any more than 
that of the l^w^ pofTcfTed in France its juft 
cftiauitioa. Its profefibrs therefore muft have 
the qualities of men not habituated to lentt- 
onents of dignity. But fuppofing they had 
ranked as they ought to do, and as with 
us they do aftually, the fides of fick beds 
are not the academies for forming ftatefmen 
aod legiflators. Then came the dealers in 
ftocks and funds, who muft be eager* at any 
cxpence, to change their ideal paper wealth 
for the more folid fubftance of land. To thefc 
were joined men of other defcriptions* from 
whom as little knowledge of or attention to the 
intcrefls of a great ftate was to be cxpefled, 
and as little regard to the itability of any 
inftitutioni men formed to be inftruments. 
not controls* Such in general was the compofi- 
tion of the Tiers Etat in the National Aficmbly ; 
in which was fcarcely to be perceived the 
flighteft traces of what we call the natural 
landed intereft of the country. 

We know that the Briciih houfe of commons^ 
without (hutting its doors to any merit in any 
clafs, Is, by the fure operation of adequate caufes, 

mied 
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filled with every thing illuftrious in rank, in.dc*. 
Icent, in hereditary and in acquired opUleAcc^ 
in cultivated talents, in military, civil, naval^ 
and politic diftinction, that the country can af* 
ford. But fuppofing, what hardly can be fi^p^ 
' poled as a cafe, that the houfe of (Commons (hould 
be compofcd in the fame manner with the 
Tiers £tac in France, would this dominion of 
chicane be borne with patience, or even con* 
ceived without horror? God forbid I fliould 
inunuatc any thing derogatory to that profefTion, 
which is another priefthood, adminidering the 
rites of facred juftice. But whilft I revefe mea 
in the fundiohs which belong to them,' and 
would do, as much as one man can do, to pre- 
vent their exclufion from any, I cannot, to flat*' 
ter them, give the lye to nature* They are good 
and ufeful in the compofition ; they muft be 
mifchievous if they preponderate fo as virtually 
to become the whole. Their very excellence in 
their peculiar fun&ions may be far from a qua-** 
lification* for. others. It cannot efcapc obferva- 
tion, that when men are too much confined to 
profeffional and faculty habits, and, as it were^ 
inveterate in the recurrent employment of that 
narrow circle, they are rather difabled than qua- 
lified for whatever depends on the knowledge 
of mankind, on experience in mixed a&irs* 
on a comprehcnfive conncfted view of the va- 
rious complicated external and internal interefts 
which go to the formation of that multifarious 
lUog called a date i 

F After 
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After allj if the boufe of commons were ta 
liave an wholly profeKHonal and faculty compofi* 

'tioit, what is the power of the houfe of commons/ 
circiimfcribed and fliut in by the immoveable 
barriers of laws, ufages^ {)ofitive rules of doftrine 
"and pra6lice, counterpoized by the houfe of 
lords, and every moment of its exiftence at the 
difcretion of the crown to continue, prorogue, 
or diflblve us i The power of the houfe of com- - 
mons, dlre^l or indired, is indeed great; and 
long may it be able to preferve its grcatnefs, and 
ihe fpirit belonging to true greatnefs, at the full; 
and it will do fo, as long as it can keep the 
breakers of law in India from becoming the 
makers* of law for England. The power, how- 
ever, of the houfe of commons, when leaft di- 
minifhed, is as a drop of water in the ocean> 
compared to that refiding in a fettled majority of 
your National Aflembly. That Aflembly, fince 
the deftrudion of the orders, has no fundamental 
law, no ftri(^ convention, no refpefled ufage to 
redrain it* Instead of finding themfelves obliged 
to conform to a fixed conftitution, they have a 
power to make a conftitution which fliall con-. 
foi:m to their defigns. Nothing in heaven or 
upon earth can ferve as a control on tbenu 
What ought to be the heads, the hearrsy the dif^ 
pofitions, that are qualified, or that dare, not only 
CO make laws under a iixed conHitudon^ but ac 
one beat to firike out a totaUy new conftitution 
for a great kingdom, and in every part of it> -fromr 
the monarch on the throne to the veftry of a 

pariibif 
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fcafifli ? But—" fools rujb in where angels fear to 
tread** In fiich a fUtc of unbounded power, 

for undefined and undefinable purpofes, the evil 
of a moral an4 alaioft phyfical inaptitude of the 
man to the fun&iori nnuft be the greateft we can 
conceive to happen in the management of human 

-affairs. 

Having confidcred the connpofition of the third 
tftate as it ftood in its original frame, I took a 
view of the reprefentatives of the clergy. There 
too it appeared, that full as little regard was had 
to the general fecurity of property, or to the ap- 
titude of the deputies for their public purpofes, 
in the principles of their deflion. That cleflion 
"Was fo contrived as to fend a very large propor- 
tioh of mere country curates to the great and 
arduous work of new-tnodellihg a ftate ; men who 
never had feen the ftate fo much as in a pidhirc; 
men who knew nothing of the world beyond the 
bounds of an obfcure village i who, inimerfed in 
hopelefs poverty, could regard all property, whe- 
ther fecular or ccclefiaftical, with no other eye 
than that of envy ; among whom muft be many, 
who, for the fmalleft hope of the meaneft divi- 
dend in plunder, would readily join in any at- 
tempts upon a body of wealth, in which they 
could hardly look to have any fhare, ex- 
cept in a general fcramble^ Inftead of balanc- 
ing the power of the adive chicaners in the other 
afTembly, thefe curates muft neceflarily become 
the adtive coadjutors, or at belt the pafTive in-». 
ftruments of thofe with whom they had been 
habitually guided in their petty village con- 

F 2 ccrns. 
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ccrns. Thfy too could hardly be the molJ 
confcientious of their kind, who, prcfuming upon 
their incompetent underftanding, could intrigue 
for a truft which led them from their natural re- 
lation to their flocks, and their natural fpheres 
of adion, to undertake the regeneration of king- 
doms. ' This preponderating weight being added 
to the force of the body chicane in the Tiers 
Etar, compleated that momentum of ignorance, 
rafhnefs, prefumption, and luft of plunder, which 
nothing has been able to refid. 

To obferving men it muft have appeared from 
the beginning, that the majority of the Third 
Eftate, in conjunction with fuch a deputation 
from the clergy as I have defcribed, whilft it 
purfued the deftrui5Hon of the nobility, would 
inevitably become fubfcrvient to the worft de- 
figns of individuals in that clafs. In the fpoil 
and humiliation of their own order thefe indi- 
viduals would poflefs a furc fund for the pay of 
their new followers. To fquander away the 
objeds which made the happinefs of their fel- 
lows, would be to them no facrifice at alL 
Turbulent, difcontented men of quality, in pro- 
portion as they arc puffed up with perfonal pride 
and arrogance, generally defpife their own or- 
der. One of the firft fymptoms they difcover 
* of a ftlfifh and mifchievous ambition, is a pro- 
fligate difrcgard of a dignity which they par- 
take with others. To be attached to the fubdi- 
vifioui to love the little platoon we belong to in 
foctety, is the firil principle (tlie germ as it were) 
of public atfcftions. It xs the iirfl: link in the fe- 
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lies by which we proceed towards a love to our 
Country and to mankind. The incerefts of that 
portion of focial arrangement is a trufl: in the 
hands of all thofe who compofe it; and as none 
but bad men would juftify it in abufe^ none but, 
traitors would barter it away for their own 
perfonal advantage. 

There were, in the time of our civil troubles 
in England (I do not know whether you have any 
foch in your Affembly in France) feveral perfons, 
like the then Earl of Holland, who by them- 
felves or their families had brought an odium 
on the throne, by the prodigal dilpenfation of 
its bounties towards them, who afterwards joined 
in the rebellions arifing from the difcontents of 
which they were themfejves the caufe; men who. 
helped to fubvert that throne to which they 
owed, fome of them, their exiftence, others all 
that power which they employed to ruin their 
benefadtor. If any bounds are fet to the rapa* 
cious demands of that fort of people, or that 
others are permitted to p<7rtake in the objedls 
they wQuld engrofs, revenge and envy foon fill 
vp the craving void that. is left in their a\^a- 
rice. Confounded by the complication of dif. 
tempered pafTions, their reafon is difturbed ; 
their views become vail and perplexed i to others 
inexplicable; to themfelves uncertain. They 
find, on all fides, bounds to their unprincipled 
ambition in any fixed order of things. But in the 
fQg and haze of confufion all is enlarged^ and 
appears without any limit. 

F 3 When 
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When men of rank facrifice all ideas of dig- 
nity to an ambition without a didinfb objed^ 
and work with low inftniments 'and for low ends, 
the whole compofition becomes low and bafe. 
Does not fomething like this now appear in 
France ? Does it not produce fomething ig« 
lioUe and inglorious i a kind of meannefs iri 
all the prevalent policy ? a tendency in all that 
is done to lower along with individuals all the 
dignity and importance of- the ftate i Other re- 
volutions have been condufted by perfons, wha 
whilft they attempted or effcded changes in 
the commonwealth, fandtified their ambition 
by advancing the dignity of the people whofe 
peace they troubled. They had long views, 
rhey aimed at the rule, not at the deftrudioq 
6f their country. They were men pf great 
civil, and great military talents, and if the ter- 
ror, the ornament of their age. They were not 
like Jew brokers contending with each other whq 
^ould beft remedy with fraudulent circulation 
and depreciated paper the wretchednefs and ruin 
brought on their country by their degenerate 
councils. The compliment made to one of the 
great bad men of the old ftamp (Cromwell) by 
his kinfman, a favourite poet of that time, flicws 
what it was he propofcd, and what indeed to a 
great degree he accomplilbed in the fuccefs of 
his ambition : 

♦ 

«* Still ^syeu rife, the ^ati, exalted too. 

Finds no diftcmper whilft 'tis chang'd by you ; 
** Chang'd like the worId*s great icene, when without notic 
f f The riimg fan mght's wdgw lights deftioyt.'? 

• ■ ' • Thcfc 
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Thefe difturbers were not fo much like ma^ 
ufurping power, as aiTcning their natural place 
in fociety. Their rifing was. lo illuminate ^n4 
beautify the vforld. Their conqueft over their 
jcompetitors was by outfliiiiing them. The hand 
thax, like a deilroying angel, fmote the country^ 
communicated to it the force and energy under 
which it fuEered. I do not fay (God forbid) I 
donocfay» that the virtues of fuch men were to 
be taken as a balance to their crimes ; but they 
were ibme correfHve to their efle&s. Such was, 
as I faid, our Cromwell. Such were your whole' 
race of (juiies» Conde$» and Colignis. Such the 
Ri^)ieus^ who in more quie( times a&ed in the 
fpirit of a civil waf. Such, as better men, and 
in a lefs dubious caufe, were your Henry the 4th 
^uad your Sully, though nurfed in civil confufions^* 
^d not wholly without (bme of their taiilt. It 
is a thing to be wondered at, to fee how very 
ibon France, when flic had a moment to refpire, 
lecovered and emerged fronri the longeft and 
mod dreadful civil war that ever ws^ known in 
any nation. Why ? Becaufe, among all their 
maflkcreS) they had not (lain the mind in their 
country. A confcious* dignity* a noble pride, a 
generous fenfe of glory and emulation, was not 
ewinguilhed. On the contrary, it was kin- 
dled and inHamcd. The orgins alfo of the 
ftate, however (battered, exifted. All the pri^s 
of honour and virtue, all the rewards, all the 
diftinaions, remaned. But your prefent con- 
fyiion. like a palfy, has attacked thfi fogntaia 

•F4 <^ 
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of life itfclf. Every pcrfon in your country, in a 
fituation to be aftuated by a principle of honouTji 
is difgraced and degraded, and can entertain no 
fenfation of life, except in a mortified and hu- 
miliated indignation. But this generation will 
quickly pafs away. The next generation of the 
nobility will refemble the artificers and clowns, 
and money -jobbers, ufurers, and Jews, who 
will be always their fellows, fometimes thehr 
mafters. Believe me. Sir, thofe who atempt to 
level, never equalize. In all focicties, confiding 
of various defcriptions of citizens, fome defcrip- 
tion muft* be uppermoft* The levellers there- 
fore only change and pervert the natural or- 
der of things they load the edifice of fo- 
ciety, by fetting up in the air what the folidity 
of the ftru6hire requires to be on the ground* 
The aflbciations of taylors and carpenters, of 
which the republic (of Paris, for inftance) is 
compofed> cannot be equal to the iituatidn, into 
which, by the worft of ufurparions, an ufurpation 
on the prerogatives of nature, you atteoipt to 
force them. 

The chancellor of France at the opening of 
the ftates, faid, in a tone of oratorial flourifli, that 

all occupations were honourable. If he meanc 
only, that no honeft employment was difgraccful, 
he would not have gone beyond the truth. But 
in aflerting, that any thing is honourable, we 
imply fome didindion in its favour. The occu- 
pation of an hair-dreiier, or of a working tallow* 
^handler, cannon be a matter of honour to any 
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pcrfon — to fay nothing of a number of other more 
fcrvile employments. Such defcriptions of men 
ought not to fuffer oppreffion from the ftatej 
but the ftate fuffers oppreflion, if fuch as they, 
either individually or colle(flive]y, are permitted 
to rule. In tTiis you think you are combating 
prejudice, but you are at war with nature*. 

I do not, my dear Sir, conceive you to be of 
that fophiftical captious fpirit, or of that uncan- 
did dulnefs, as to require, for every general ob- 
iervation or fentimenr, an explicit detail of all the 
corredlives and exceptions, which reafon will pre- 
fume to be included in all the general propofitions 
which come from reafonable men. You do not 
imagine, that I wi(h to confine power, authority, 
and diftin&on to blood, and names, and titles, 
Ko, Sir. There is no qualification for govern- 

♦ 

• Ecclefiadicus, chap, xxwiii. verfe 24, 25. " The wif- 
*« dom of a learned man comcth by opportunity of leifure: 

and he that hath little bufinefs fliall become wife." — *• How 
** can he get wifdom that holdeth the plough, and that glo- 
*♦ rieth in the goad ; that driveth oxen ; and is occupied ia 
" their labours ; and whofe talk is of bullocks ?** 

Ver. 27. '* So every carpenter and work-maftcr that laboar- 
•* cth night and day.'* &c. 

Ver. 33. '* They (hall not be fought for in pViblic counfel, 
** nor fit high in the congregation: They (hall rot fit on the 
*' judges feat, nor imderftand the fentence of judgment: 

they cannot declare juftice and judgment, and they fhall 

not be found where parables are fpoken." 

Ver. 34, ** But they will maintain the llate of the world.'* 

I do not determine whether this book be canonical, as the 
Gallican church (till lately) has confidered it, or apocryphal, 
as here it is taken. I am fure it contains a great deal of 
fenfcj and truth. 

mcnt. 
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mcnt, but virtue and wifiiom, aftual or prcfump* 

tive. Wherever they are a6tually found, they 
have, in whatever ftace, condition, profeliion or 
. trade, the paffporc of Heaven to human place 
and honour. Woe to the country which would 
inadly and impiouQy reject the fervicre of th^ 
falents and virtues, dvil, military, or religious, 
that are given to grace and to ferve it; and 
would condemn to obfcurity every tiling formed 
to difiufe luAre and glory around a (late. Woe 
to that country too, that paffing into the oppo-r 
fitc extreme, confidcis a low education, a meaa 
contra&ed view of things, a fordid mercenary 
occupation, as a preferable title to conunand. 
Every thing ought to be 'open; but not indif- 
ferently to every man. No rotation i no appoint- 
ment by Lu; no mode of ele&ion operating !i| 
the fpirit of fiirtition or rotation, can be gene4 
lally good in a government converfant in extea- 
five objedU. Becaule they .have no te^dency^ 
direft or indireft, to fit the man to die duty^ 
I do not hefitate to fay, that tlie road to emi- 
nence and power, from obfcure condition, oi^ght 
ndt to be made too eafy, nor a thing too much 
of courfe. If rare merit be the rareft of all rare 
things, it ought to pafs through fame fort of 
probation. The temple of honour ought to be 
feated on an eminence. If it be open through 
virtue, let it be remembered too, that virtue 
never* tried but by fome difficulty^ and Ibme 
ftruggle. 

Nothing is a due and adequate reprefentation 
of a (Ute, thai; does not reprefent its ability, a^ 

well 
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well as its property. But as ability is a vigorous 
and adive principle, and as property is fluggi(h« 
inert, and timid, it never can be fafe from the 

invafions of ability, unlefs it be, out of all 
proportion, predominant in the rcprefen ration. 
It n»)ft be reprelented too in great mafies of ac* 
cumulation, or it is not rightly protefted. The 
charaifteriftic efTcnce of property, formed out of 
die combined principles of its acqulQtion and 
conleiration, is to be unequaL The great maffe^ 
therefore which excite envy, and tempt rapacity, 
muft be put out of the pofTibility of danger. 
Then they form a natural rampart about thq 
JeiTer properties in all their ^ gradations. The 
ftme quantity of property, which is by the natural 
courfe of things, divided among many, has not 
the fame operation. Its defenfive power is weak- 
ened as it i$ difiiifed. In this difiufion each 
jnan's portion is lefs than what, in the eagernefs 
of his defires, he may flatter himfelf to obtain by 
diifipating the accumulations of others. The 
plunder of die few would indeed give but a fliare 
inconceivably fmall in the diftribution to the 
many. But the many are not capable of mak- 
ing this^ calculadon J and thoie who lead them 
to rapine, never intend this diftribution. 

The perpL'tuation of property in our fami- 
lies is the moit valuable and moil interefting 
circumft^e attending it, that which demon- 
ftrates moft of a benevolent difpofidon in its 
owners, and that which tends moft to the per- 
petuauon of fociety itfelf. The polTeflbrs of 
family wealth, and of the diftindtion which at« 

s lends 
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tends liereditary polTcffion (as moft concerned in 
it) arc the natural fccurities for this tranfmiflion. 
With us, the houfe of peers is fonr.cd upon tjiis 
principle. It. is wholly compofed of hereditary 
prpperty and hereditary diftindionj and made 
therefore thp third of the legiHature; and in the 
laft event, the fole judge of all property in all 
its fubdiviiions. The houfe of commons too, 
though. not neceOarily, yet in faft, is always fo 
compofed in the far greater part. Let thofe 
large proprietors be what they will, and they 
have their chance of being amongft the beft, 
they are at the very worft, the ballaft in the vef. 
fel of the cominonwcaldi. For though heredi- 
tary wealth, and the rank which goes widi it, 
are too much idolized by creeping fycophants, 
and the blind abjca admirers of power, they are 
too rafhly flighted in fliallow fpeoilations of 
the petulant, affumiug, fliort-fighted coxcombs 
of phdofophy. Some decent regulated pre-emi^ 
nencc, fome preference (not exclufive appropri^ 
auon) given to birth, is neither unnatural, nor 
unjuft, nor impolitic. 

It is faid, that twenty-four millions ought to 
prevail over two hundred thoufand. True- 
if the conftitution of a kingdom be a problem 
of arithmetic This fort of difcourfe does well 
enough with the lamp-poft for its fecond; to 
men who 7;:ay realon. calmly, it is ridico^ 
lous. The will of the many, and their intc 

u great will be 

the difFcrence when they make an evU choice, 
A government of five hundred countiy attorniea 
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and obfcure curates is not good for twenty-four 
millions of men, though ic were choien by eight 
and forty millions ; nor is ic the better for being 
guided by a dozen of perfons of qualicy, who 
have beaayed their tru(t in qrder to obtain that 
power. At prefent, you feem in every thing to 
have ftrayed out of the high roarf of nature. 
The property of France docs not govern it. 
Of courfe property is defircyed, and rational li- 
berty has no eziftence.* All you have got for 
the prelent is a paper circulation, and a ftock- 
jobbing conditution : and as to the future, do 
• you fcriouUy think that the territory of France, 
upon the republican fyftem of eighty-three in- 
dependent municipalities, (to fay* nothing of die 
parts that compofe them) can ever be governed 
as one body, or can ever be fet in motion by 
the impulfe of one mind? When the Na* 
tional Ailembly has completed its work, it will 
have accomplifhed its ruin. Thefe common- 
wealths will not long bear a ilate of fubjedion 
to the republic of Paris. They will not bear 
that this one body (hould monopolize the cap* 
tivity of the king, and the dominion over the 
affembly calling itfelf National. Each will 
keep its own portion of the fpoil of the church 
to itfelf; and it will not fulFer either that fpoil, 
or the more juft fruits of their induftry, or the 
natural produce of their foil, to be fent to 
fwell the infolence, or pamper the luxury of the 
mechanics of Paris. In this they will fee none 
of the equality, under the pretence of which 
they have been tempted to throw off their alle« 
a gtance 
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giance to their fbvfreign, as Well as tfie ^rtfienf 

€onftitution of their country. There can be no 
capital city in fuch a confticutioft ^ they have 
lately Made. They have forgot, that whch they 
framed democratic governments, they had vir- 
tually difmembered their countryi The perfon 
whom they perfevere in calling king) has not 
power left to him by the hundredth part fufBcient 
to hold together this collcdion of republics. The 
Irepublic of Paris will endeavour indeed to com- 
l^eat the debauchery of the afmy, and illegall]^ 
to perpetuate the afTembly, without refort to it^ 
conftituents, as the means of continuing its def- 
potlfni* It will make efforts, by becoming the 
heart of a boundlefs paper circulation, to draW 
every thing to itfelf j but in vain. All this po* ^ 
licy in the end will appear as feeble as it is now 
violent. 

If this be your aAual fituation, compared ta 

'the fituation to which you were called, as it were 
by the voice of God and man^ I cannot find it 
in my heart to congratulate you on the choice 
you have made, or the fuccefs which has at- 
tended your endeavours. I can as little recom-^ 
mend to any other nation a condu(5b grounded 
on fuch principles, and produ&ive of fuch eSedte.* 
That I muft leave to thofe who can fee further 
into your affairs than I am able to do, and who 
beft know how- far your aftions are favourable 
to their defigns. The gentlemen of the Revo-* 
lution Society, who were fo early in their congra* 
tulations, appear to be ilrongiy of opinion thaC 
there as fonoe fcheme of politics rdativ.e to this 

dountry^ 
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Country, 5n which your proceedings may, in fome 
way, be ufeflil. For your Dr. Price, who feems 
to have (peculated himfelf into no fmall de- 
gree of fervour upon this fubjeft, addrefTes 
his auditory in the following very remark- 
able words: "I cannot conclude without re- 
" calling fartiadarly to your recolledtion a 
" confideration which I have more than once al^ 
• ■* luded tOy and which probably your thoughts 

have been all along anticipating % a cdnGdera* 

tidn with which my mind is imprejfed more than 
^ I can exprefs, I mean the confideration of the 

favourahknejs of the prejent times to all exertions, 

in the cauje of liberty** 

It is plain that the mind of this political 
Treacher was at the time big with fome extra- 
ordinary defign ; and it is very probable, that the 
thoughts of his audience, who tinderihxxi hina 
better than I do, did all along run before him in 
his reEedtion, and in the whole train of coniequea- 
ces to which it led. 

Before I read* that lermon, I really thought I 
had lived in a free country; and it was an error 
I cheriibed, becaufe it gave me a greater liking to 
the country I lived in* I was indeed amre, that a 
jealous, ever-waking vigilance, to guard the trfa-^ 
fure of our liberty, not only from invafioh, but 
from decay and corruption, was our bcft wifdona 
and our firft duty. However, I confidercd that 
treiafure rather as a poffeflion to be fecured than as 
a prize to be contended fur. I did not difcern how 
the prefent time came to be fb very .£tvourabfe to 
all exertions in the caufe of freedom* Tha pre* 

fcnt 
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ient time diflers from any other only by the cif* 
cumftance of what is doing m France. If tht 
€3camp!e of that nation is to have an influence 
on this, I can eafily conceive why fonne of their 
proceedings which have an unpleafant aiped* 
and are not quite reconcileable to hunnanity^ 
gcncrofity, good faith, and juftice, are palliated 
with fo much miiky good-nature towards the 
aftors, and borne with fo much heroic fortitude 
towards the fuSerers* It is certainly not prudent 
to dilcredit the authority of an example we mean 
to follow. But allowing this, we arc led to a very 
natursil queftion ; — ^What is that cauie of libertjr^ 
and what are thofe exertions in its favour, to 
which the example of France is fo Angularly 
aulpicious? Is our monarchy to be annihi-» 
lated, with all the laws, all the tribunals, and 
all the antient corporations of the kingdom ? 
Is every land-mark of the country to be done 
away in favour of a geometrical and arithme-- 
tical conftitution ? Is the hou(e of lords to be 
voted ufckfs ? Is epifcopacy to be aboliflied ? 
Are the church lands to be ibid to Jews and 
jobbers $ or given to bribe new-invented mu- 
nicipal rejpublics into a participation in facri-' 
lege ? Are all the taxes to be voted grievances, 
and the revenue reduced to a patriotic contri- 
bution, or patriotic prefents? Are filver (hoe- 
buckles to be fiibffituted in the place of the land 
tax and the malt tax, for the fupport of the naval 
ftrength of this kingdom i Are all orders, ranks, 
tnd diftin&ions to be confounded^ that out of 
wiverfal anarchy, joined to national bankrupt- 
cy* 
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cy, three or tour thoufand democracies Ihould be 
i^nned into eighty-three, and that they may all,* 
by fome fort of unknown attraftitc power, be 
organized into one ? For this great end, is the 
army to be (educed from its difciplinc and its 
fidelity^ firft, by every kind of debauchery^ and 
then by the terrible precedent of a donative in 
the encreafc of pay ? Are die curates to be fe- 
duced from their bUhops, by holding out to 
them the delnfive hope of a dole out of the fpoils 
of their own order ? Are the citizens of London 
to be drawn from their allegiance, by feeding 
them at the expence of thieir feUow-fubje&s ? 
Arc all the public revenues levied in their city to 
be put under their adnninillration ? Is what re- 
mains of the plundered liock of public revenue to 
be employed in .the wild projeA of maintaining 
two armies to watch over and to fight with each 
other? — If thefe are the ends and means of the 
Revolution Society^ I admit they are well adapted 
to each other i and France may furnilh them for 
both with precedents in point, 

I fee that your example is held out to fhame 
us. I • know xhat we ait fuppoied a dull fluggifh 
race, rendered paflive by finding our fituation* 
tolerable; and prevented by a mediocrity of free- 
dom from ever attaining to its full perfe&ioa. 
Your leaders in France began by aiSedling to ad- 
mire, almoft to adore, theBricifn conftitutlon ; but 
as they advanced tliey came to look upon it with 
a fovereign contempt. The friends of your Na- 
dbnal AJTembly amongft us have full as mean an 
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oftinbaoTviKie ««i fimnarljr thougHfe 4c fjbcf of 
their couooy. The Revohitioii SocicCf has dil^ 

covered that the Englifli nation is not free. They 
wcociviaced that the inequabty in our reprefeii' 
•attm as a <kfirft in our coofficuciM fo jnfs 
¥ 4md palpable^ as to make it excellent chiefiy ia 
form and theory^** That a repreieatation ia 
die l«giflacure «f a kingdoin is aotoiiijr the bafis 
^ all conftitiitiooal Kborcy ia ic» bix of tf// legi^ 

* tmate government I that without \t z governmeiU 
^ is nocbing buc an ufurpationi''^ihzt *^ u/kca 
^ ifae rep^tfoscadoa hpariiai, the kiogdQin.foC^i 

* feffcs liberty only partially and if extremelj^ 
paitial it gives only a femUauce ^ and if not 
only extremdiy partial, but corruptly dMilca, 

^ it b cc e t nes* mijatm!* .Dr. Price cohfiiifrs 
this inadequacy of reprefentatioa as our funda* 
MMal grievance i azxl though, as to the corrupt 
tiotiof this fcmUance of reprefciMaoont he hopes 
tc is not yet arrived to its full perfedion of de-r 
pravityi he feai> that nodttog wiU be done 

cowards gaining fcr us this ^ffbuial U^Hkg^ 
^ until Ibme fruu mbkjt rf power again, provokes 
^ our refentnnent, or feme great calamity ^ig^'ia 
^ alarois our fears, or perhaps iHl the acquiQtioa 
^ of a pm ami <qual reprefittuawt by other mm^ 
whilft ^ are mocked with the Jhadew^ 

kindles our ihan)e«*' To this be iub|oins a 
note in tfaefe «oids. ^* A .mprefentation, cbote 

^ dliefly by the Titafiiry, and a fiw^ thoufaiNb 

* ' . * ' ... 
^ Diftoaift en Ihe LoVe of oiir Country, 3d edit. p. 39. ' 
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^ af tbe:Wlr4gr -of che people, fiho iire getiMlly 
paid for their votes." ' 

" You will fmile here at tlie confiftency of thofc 
democnttifts, who, when chejr art Hoc en their 
giiaid, tme che hambfer pan of the coimraniijf 
with the greateft contempt, whilft, at the fame 
time, they pretend to make them the depodeories 
<of all power. Ic would require a long difcckirfe 
to point odt to you the many fcUaeieis that lurk 
in the generality and equivocal nature of the terms 
^ inadequate reprefenution.'* -I fliaU only fay 
here, in juftice to that old«faflitoned conflttotion, 
under which we have long profpcrcd, that our 
repreientation .bas' been found perfediy adequate 
all/the purpofes ^ which a reprefentation of 
-riic people can be delired or devife}. ' I dcfy the 
enemies of our con(Htution to ftiew the contrary*. 
To deuil the particulars in which it is found 
-fir welt to promote its ends; would demand k 
treatife on our pra6lical conftitution. I (late hefe 
the dp&rine of che Revolutionifts^ only that you 
and others may iee, whut x*i opinion thefe gentle^ 
men entertain of the conftitution t>f theif couri-^ 
try, and why they fecm to think that fomc great 
Ikbufe of power, or feme great calaniiicy, a^ giving 
a chance for the blefling of a conftitution accord* 
ing to their ideas, would be much palliated to 
their feelings ; you fee why tbp are fo much ena- 
tnouftd of your fair and equal repitifaiution* 
which being once obtidned, the fame eflfe^ 
might follow. You fee they confider our houfe 
of coounons $u only a femblance/' a form,'^ 

G 2 " a . the- 



* 



( «4 } 

^ a theory,** ** a fliadow/* " a mockery/* per-^ 
haps a Duifance/' 

Thcfe gentlemen value themfelves 6n being; 

fyftcmatic ; and not without reafon. They muft 
ibercibxe look on this grofs and palpable deftdb of 
veprefentation» th» fundamental grievance (fo they 
call it) as a diing not only vicioua in itfelf^ but 
as rendering our whole government abfolutely 
UligUmate^ and not at all better tbaa a.'downrighc 
^/urpaii$9r^ Another revolution^ ix> get rid of 
this illegitimate and- ufurped government, would 
of courfe be perfedly juftifiable,' if not abfo- 
lutely neceHary. Indeed their principle^ if you 
obferve it widi any attention^ goes much fur- 
ther than to an alteration in the eleflion of the 
. lioufe of commons j for^ iT popular reprefenta- 
tion, or choice, is necelTary to the legitwuuy of 
all government, the houfe of lords is, at one 
.ftroke, baftardized and corrupted in - blood. 
That houfe is no reprefentative of the people 
at all, even in femblance or in form." The* 
cafe of the crown .is altogedier as bad. In 
vain the crown may endeavour to fcreen it- 
&lf againfl thefe gentlemen by the authority of 
the eftabliihment made oa the Revolution. 
The Revolution which is «felbffed to for a 
title, on their fyftem, wants a title itfclf. The 
Revolution is built, according to their theory,, 
upon a bafis not more folid than bur prefent 
' formalities, as it was made by an houfe of 
lords not reprcfcnting any one but themfelves 
and by an houfe of commons cxaSiy fuch. 




M the prefiKit, that is^ as they -tern it^ by 
a mere *f ;(badow ^nd rpocV-cry" of jcprefcOf* 

Soipe of them are fo hea^ with ^eir paiti^ 

eular religions theories, that they give more than 
hints that the fall of the civil powers, with alt 
Ac dreadfgl coofequences Of that fsM, provided 
they might be of lervice to their theories, would 
not be unacceptable to them, or very remote 
from their wiQie^, A man ampogft them of 
great authority^ and certaioly of great talents, 
fpcalcing of a fuppofed alliance between church 
and ftate, fays, perhaps we muft y^Mt for thi 
^ f^l P^il powers before this raoft un* 

natural alliance 1^ brol<:en^ Calamitous no 
doubt will that time be. put what convul- 
fion in the poUticai world ought to be a fub- 
je& of lapaentation, if it be attended with ib 
^« deiirable an efieft?" You fee with what a 
^eady eye thefe gentlemen are prepared to view 
the greaipft i^^mities whjkh pan be£Ml thdr 
iXiunitry ? 

■ It is no 'wonder therefore, that with thefe ideas 
of every tiling in their conftitution and governi^ 
ment at home, either in church or ftate, as illegiti* 
mate and ufurped, or, at beft as a vain mockery, 
xhey look abroad with an eager and pafTionate en- 
xhuQafm. Whilft they are poiTeiTed by chete nOr 
tions, it is vain to talk to them of the pra£tice of 
their ancedors, the fuodamentaj Jaws of their coun- 
try, the fixed form of ^ cpnllitytion, whofc gicrits 
are confirmed by the folid teft of long experience, 
j|^d an tngreaGpg public ftrengt}i an^ national pro- 
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i^irriry. 'Tkfiey d^fpife expcHeriee H the wiAioili 

ef imlcttered men and as for the reft, they have 
wrought viinder-ground a mine that will blow up 
at one grand explofion all examples of antiqimy, 
ail pree<5dents, chafters, and aAs of parfiaifienr. 
They have '* the rights of nnen." Againft thefe 
there can be no preicription i ag^nft chefe no 
fgreemeiit is binding: thefe adoFik no tempera^ 
Haent, and no eo'mpromife : any thing withheld 
fronn their full demand is fa much of fraud and iq- 
^aiibtcc^ Agaiinft thefe their rigfata of men let M 
look ibr fecurtcf in the length of ics 
jcontinuaoce, dr in the juftice and lenity of its ad- 
miniftration. T^e objections of thefe fpecplatiftS| 
if - it^ foam do not quadrate with their theories^ 
ane m valid ^gaanft fuch an old and benefi- 
(Tent government 33 againft the moft violent 
Cjranny, or the greened ufurpaiiont They are 
ldway9< tt ifliie^ #kii governnnentSy not on a 
H cgft i fl i i of abufe, butaqueftion of competenqr, 
|aid>a queftian of title. 1 have nothing to fay 
to the clumfy fubiilty of their political metn- 
phyfici Let tbenv be their anuifement in the' 
fcbools. — " Ilia /e ja^fet in aula — JEoluSy e$ 
*\ fhujo ver.tcrum (orcere r^^w^/.*'— But let them 
|tot bi'calc prifon to burft- like ^ L^anter^ to . 
fweep the earth with their hurricane, and to 
break up tke fountaifis of phc gfeat deep fp over- 
•hsrioi us, . 

• Far iatti I from denying in theory ; full as far 
is my heart from withholding in pradice (if J 
were of power to give or to withliold) the rcaf 
lughts- pf mei). |a denying tileir h\(^ clgiffi^ 
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t£ f%bt^ I do tiDC metn to injm thofe which. ' 
are raU and aore fudi as tkeir pretended rights 

'would totally deftroy. If civil fociety be made 
for die advantage of man^ all the 4dvaiitages 
fbr which . it is made become his right. It 
it- an inftitmion ^ beaefkeiice f and law Itfi^If 
only beneficence afting by a rule. Men have 
a right to live by that rule ; they have a right to 
jufticei as between their fellows,, whether their, 
feilows are in politic fundioii or in ordiaary. 
occupation. They have a right to the fruits 
of their indudry; and to the means of makingi 
their ioduftry frttiduL, They Jiare a right ta 
the acquiiitions of their parents ; to the nou- 
riihmene and improvemem of their offspring ^ 
to;inftni£Uon in }ife» and to confidation in dea^. 
Whatever ciKrh man canf leparately do, whhout 
tfcfpaffing upon others, he has a right to do for. 
hinnfclfi and he has a right to a fair portion of all. 
which Ibciety, with ail i{$ oombinatkm of flull. \ 
mi force, can do in his favour* But as to the j 
(hare of powrr, authority, and direftion which. , 
each individual ought to have in the manage- / 
njuuit ef the ftate^ that I niuft deny to be amongfl | 
the diredb original rights of man in civil fociety ; i 
for I have in my contemplation the civil ibcial ^ 
man, and np othen It is a thing to be lettkd by 
convention. 

If civil fociety be the offspwing of convention^ 
that convention mud be its law. That convcntk>n 
nuift limit and modify sdl the defcrtptiona of oonfti* 
tution whkh are formed under it. Every fort of 
leg^UtivCajucUcialj or executory power are its crea^ 
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tores.* They can have no being in any other- 
ftacc of things; and how can any num claini,^ 
under the conventions of dvil focktf, rights 
vhich do not fo much as fuppofe its cxiftence i 
Rights which are ablolutcly repugnant to it? 
One of the fiA motives to civil fociety, and 
which becomes one of its fundamental rules, is,* 
thai no man Jbimid h judge m bis owb caufe. By 
this each pcrfon has at once divefted himfelf of 
the firft fundamental right of uncovenanted maOj 
that is» to judg^ for himfelf^ and to affert his own* 
caofe. He abdicates all right to be Ms own 
governor. He inclufively, in a great meafure, 
abandons the right of felf-defence, the &r& law 
tjf nature. Men cannot cnjo^ the rights of an 
uncivil and of a civil ftatc together. That he 
may obtain juftice he gives up his right of de- 
termining what it is in points thq moft eliential to 
him. That he may lecure feme liberty, he niakes 
a iiirrender in truft of the whole of it. 

Governrr.ent is not made in virtue of natural 
rights, which may and do exifk in total inde- 
l^endence of it| and exift in much greater 
dearneis, and in a much greater degree of 
abftradt perfe^lion : but their abftra(5l perfec- 
tion is their pradical defedt By having a right 
to every thing they want every thing* Govern- 
ment is a contrivance of human wifdom to pro- 
vide for human zi-ants. Men have a right that 
thefe wants ihould be provided for by this 
wifilom. Among thefe wants is to be redconed 
the wanty out of civil ibciety,* of a fufficient re- 
ftnunt upon their p^idion^. Society requires not 

only 
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QiJy that the paffions of iodividiial^ ihguld bo. 
fobjeAed, but that even in the mafs and bodys 

^ well as in the individuals, the inclinations of 
men fliould frequently be thwarted, their 
controlled, and their pafTions brought into fub- 
jeftion. This can only be done ly a power out 
oftbcmjelves ; and not, in the exercife of its func- 
tion, fubjedt to that will and to thofe paffions which 
it is its office to bridle and fubdue. la.thia 
fenfe the reftraints on men, well as their li- 
berties, are to be rec^coned among;^ their rights. 
But as the iiberties and the reftri&ions vary with 
times and circumftances, and admit of infinite 
rnodincations, they cannot be l^:ttled upon any 
abftrad rule ; and nothing is fo fooliih ^ to dilc^fs 
them upon that principle. 

The moment you abate any thing from the 
full rights of men, each to govern himfelf, and 
fufier any artificial pofitive limitation upon tliofe 
rights, from that moment the whole organiza- 
tion of government becomes a confideration of 
convenience. This it is which makes the con- 
ftitutton of a ftate, and the due diftribution of 
its powers, a matter of the moft delicate and 
complicated Ikiil. It requires a deep knowledge 
oif human nature and human neceflities, and of 
the things which facilitate or ofaftruft the various 
ends which are to be purfued by the mechanifm 
of civil inftitutions. The ftate is to have re- 
cruits to- its ftrength, and remedies to its dif^ 
tempers. What is the ufe of difculTing a 
man's abftra..^ right to food or to medicine I 
The queftion is upon the method of procur* 

ing 
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mg *nd adminifteiing them, fn that delibr- 
nrion I Ihall always advife to call ht the akt off 

the farmer and the phyfician, rather than thrpf<»-^ 
hSbr of mecaphyfics. The icience of con&m&T 
ing a eonnmonweakh^ orteiKmting it, orrefoim* 
in^ k, is, Vke every other experitnemal lciefice> 

not to be taught a friori. Nor is it a fhort expc- 
lience that can indrudt us in that pradical fcience ^ 
bccaofe the real e1k&% of moral caufes are not al-^ 
wajrs immediate ; bm that which in the firft in- 
fiance is prejudicial may be rxcdlent in its r^* 
uMter operation; and its excellence mvj aiife even 
die tR cflFbfb ft produces iA the beginning. 
The .reverfc aifo happens; and very plaufiblc 
ichcmes, with very pleafing con»nencemems» have 
ofiett Ihamefi4 and hmentable conclofions. In 
ftat€5 there are often fome obfcure and almoft 
latent czxj&s, things whhch appear at &rft view of 
'litde nioment, on which a very great part of its 
pro^rity or advcrfiry may moft efTcntkUy de- 
pend. The fcience of government being therefore 
to prafircal in ttfelf, and intended for (bch prac- 
tical porpofes, a matter which requires expe^. 
rience, and even more experience than any pier* . 
fon can gain in his whole life> however fagacious' 
and obferring he may be, k is with inftnite cau-» 
tton that any man ought to venture upon pull- 
ing down an edifice which has anfwered in anjr 
tolerable degree for ages the common purpoles 
of Ibriety, or of building it again, wkhoue 
having models and patterns of approved utility be-. 
. ibre his eyes. 
^ .Tbeie- mccaphyfic righu entering into* com-* 
% mon 
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moil Bfr, like rays of light which pierce iritti ii. 

denfe medium, are, by the laws of nature, re- 
ffaficd from their ftraight line. Indeed in the 
graft 'and complicated mafs of human paffions 
and concerns, the primitive rights of men undergo 
fuch a variety of rcfradions and refledions, that 
it becomes abiurd to talk of them as if they con- 
cimicd in the fimpltcity of their original dire<5lion. 
The nature of man is intricate; the objects of 
Ibciety are of the greatcft poflible complexity'; 
and therefore no fimple difpo&tiontir diredion of 
power can be fuitable either to man's nature, or 
to the quality of his affkirs. When I hear th^ 
fimpticicjr of contrivance aimed at and boafted 
of in any new political conftiturions, I am ac 
BO iofs to decide that the artificers are grofsly 
ignorant of their trade, or totally iiegligent 
of their duty. The fimple governments arc 
fundamentally defe£cive« to fay no worfc of them* 
If; you were to contemplate fociety in but one 
poinr of view, all thefe limple modes' of polity 
are infinitely captivating. In effect each would 
anfwer its fingle end much more pcrfedtly than the 
more complex is able to attain all its complex 
purpofes. But it is better that the whole fliould 
be imperfcftly and anomaloudy anfwered, than 
thati while fome parts are provided for with great 
exaftnefs, others might be totally neglefted, or 
perhaps materially injured, by the ovcr-carc of a 
fjivourite member. 

The pretended rights of thefe theorifts are all 
extremes ; and in proportion 4s they are meta- 
phyfica^iy true, they are oiprally and politically 
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falfc. The riglits of men are in a fort of viid^ 
dlffy incapable of definition, but noc impofilbl^. 
to be dircerned* The rights of men * in govern^* ' 
ments are their advantages j and thcfe are often 
in balances between diScreaces of good ^ in cooi* 
proniifes Ibmetkiyes between gpod and evil, amf 
ibmetimes> between evil and evil. ' Political rear 
Ibn is a icomputing principle ; adding, fubtradting, 
ixiultiplyingy and dividing^ morally and not .aie-> 
taphyfically or matbeaiaticaUy> true moral, denor 
minations. 

£y tbefe theories the right of thte people is 
almoft always fopbiftically confounded with theifr 
power, body of the community, whenr 

ever it can come to adl, can meet with no efr 
fedual, refiilanpe i bup till poiyer and right are 
the fame, the w^ole bojdy of them has no rigtMt 
inconfiftent with virtue, and the firll of all vir- 
lues> prudence* Men hayq no righf to what i$ 
not reafbnable, and to what is not fpr .their bc>- 

• 

nefit; for though a pleafimt writer faidj Liceat 
*fenre poetts, when one of them, in cold blood, 
faid to have leaped into the flames of a volcanip 
revolution, Jrdentem frigidus jEtnam infiluity I conr 
fidcr fuch a frolic rather as an unjuftiFiable poetic 
licence, than as one of the franchifesof ParnafTus j 
and whether he were poet or divine, or politician 
that chofe to exercife this kind of right, I think 
that more wife, becaufe more charitable thought^ 
would urge me rather to fave the man, than t6 
prelerve his brazen flippers as the monument^ 
of his folly. 

The 
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The kind of annivcrfary femions, to wbidi 
c great part of what I write refers> if men ai« 
not ihaned out of thdr prefent couHe, in com- 

memoraring rhc fa(5l, will cheat mnny out of rh6 
piincipks, and deprive them of the benefits of 
ihe Renriodoo they conxnemoFate. I confefi 
fo yoo. Sir, I never liked this conrinual talk of 
refiftance and revolution, or the pr*idice of mak- 
ing the extreme medicine of the conftitution its 
daily bread. It renders the habic of fociety 
dangeroufly valetudinary : it is taking periodical 
dofes of mercury fublimace, and Uvaliowing down 
repeated provocatives of caAtharidcs to our love of 
liberty* * 

This diftcmper of remedy, grown habituaT, 
relaxes and wears out, by a vulgar and profti- 
tuted ufe> the ipring of that fpirit which is to be 
exerted on gp:eat occafions. It was in the moft 
padent period of Roman iervttude that themes 
of tyrannicide made the ordinary cxcrciie of 
boys at fchool — cum permit /.eves clajfis numarofs 
Iffranms. In the ordinary fbte of things, it 
produces in a cpuntry like ours the wovft eSe6h^ 
even on the caufe of that liberty which it abufcs 
with the diflblutencfs of an extravagant fpccula* 
tioo* . Almoft aU the high*bred republicans of 
my time have^ after a Ibm fpace, beconoe the 
mod decided, thorough-paced courtiers ; they 
ibon left the buitnefs of a tedious, modcrate9 bMC 
fra&ical refiftance to thofe of us whom» ia 
'die. pride and intoxicadon of their theories^ 
they have flighted, as not much better thaa 
loriea* Hypocrify> of cuuilV^ delights in da^ 
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moft iiiblime fpeculations for, nevier intendrngp- 
• «i go bqFond fpcciilatiDQf it cofts naAjmg m 

rather levity than fraud was to be fufpe6led in 
thefe ranting fpecijilations, the. iiTue has been 
imichdie fmc. Thefe profeObr^f fiMdUig their 
extreme principles not applicable to cafJrs which 
call only for a qualified^ or, as I tmy fa/j civil 
and kgtl refiftance, m fuch cafiss mnpbjr -iiQ 
' ftfiftance at all. It is with them a war a re* 
volution^ or it is nothing. Finding their fchemcs 
of poUtics not adapted to the ftaie of die woiid 
ill whieh they liYe> they often come t» think 
lightly of all public principle ; and are ready, on 
their part, to abandon for a very trivial intereft 
wiiat they find of ^rerj trivial value* Some in^^ 
deed are of more ftcady and pcrfevcring natures^ 
but thcle ar^ cag/?r politicians out of pariia<^ 
mehtt who have litde to tempt them to alian<> 
don* their favourite ^ projeAs. They have bam 
change in the church or ftate, or both, con- 
itaody in their view. When that is the cafir^ 
thef are alwaya bad cittseos, and perfefify mifiife 
.connexions. For, conlBdering their i^iecaladve 
defigns as of infinite value, and. the adual ar- 
langnnent of the (late as of no eftimatton, thc^ 
are at beft ind^emt about it. They iee no 
merit in the good, and no fault in the vicious 
management of public affairs ; they rather rejoict 
in the lauer^ as more propitioua *to reVohmoiCr 
%They lee no merit or demerit in any man, or 
any aftion, or any political principle, any further 
than as they may forward or .retard their defign 
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«C change: dbe? therefore cake odc daf^dc 

pat's rron rhe one to the orher without any Aort ai 
regard fo catiir, to perioOi or to party. 

io FnaoByov are mom m dKcrifitof a ic wo. 
locioOy woA So Ac cranfit fivm one Am of ^iovonk 

mem to another — yoti cannot lee that charafirr of 
men csadfar ia the Tame iltuatioa in which we lee 
itm Akt mmH j^ With las ic is oiiiitaocs wiifcyoio 
it is trmfnplionf ; ond yom know horn h em oft 

^ivlien its powrr is coniirKrn! urate to its wilL I 
tvoifki HOC be Rippoied to cxmfioe tfaofe obkmt* 
tiofls to mBiy ^t&npo&tk oT meoy or to comprchcml 
men of ony -defeiptioB wtthm them^Nol 

far from ir, I am as incapable of that injuftice, 
as I am of keeping terms with thoTc who profe& 
principles of extremes % and who tindor the 
name of rcKgkm teach Ktde dfe tkan * wild mA 
dangerous politics. The worft of thefc poll* 
tics of revolution is this j they temper and 
harden ihe bfcalt, in order CO prepare it for 
the deiperate ftrokcs which are ibmetimes ufed 
in extreme occalions. But as thele occafions 
inay never anive, the. mind receives a grauii* 
coos taint i and the morel fisntiments fu&er not 
a li^y when no political piirpo(e is fervcd by 
ihe depravation. This fort of people sre fo 
taken up with their theories about the rights of 
mao^.thac di^ have fiotally forgot his- natore. 
Without opening one new avenue to thc und^* 
ftanding, they have fucceeded in ftopping up 
ch^c thi^ lead to the heart* They have peN 

verted 
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vtrtcd in themfelvcs, and in thofc that attend to 
tbeiii>all the wdi-placcd fympacliics of the hunuui 
famft. 

This famous fernnon of the Old Jewry breathes 
nothing but this fpiric through all the political 
part. Plots, mafiacres, afJaiTinatioiis, feem to fome 
peofdea trivud priceibrobcauiiBgarevolutkKi* A 
cheap, bloodleis reformation, a guildefs liberty^ 
appear flat and vapid to their tafte. There muft 
be a great change of fceiie % there nnuft be a mag- 
aificeoc ftage cfiedi there muft be a grand fpee- 
tacle to rouze the imagination, grown torpid with 
the lazy enjoyment of fixty years fccurity, and the 
ftili unanimating repofe of public proiperity. The 
Preacher found them all in the French revolution* 
This inipircs a juvenile warmth through his whole 
frame. His enthufiafm k'.ndles as he advances j 
and when he arrives at his peroration, it is in a 
full blaze. Then viewing^ fiom the Pi%^ of his 
pulpir, the free, moral, happy, flourilhing, and 
glorious (late of France, as in a bird-eye landlcapc 
of a promiied iand^he breaks out into the following 
lapcure: 

What an eventful period b this ! I am 

• thankful that I have lived to it; 1 couid al- 
mo(t lay, Lnd, now Un0 tbeu thy Jeroant di* 

^* fori mpeaa^ far mne eya have Jten thy fajva^ 
/Miv»— I have lived to fee a diffuftim of know* 

•* ledge, which has undermined fupcrftition and 
error. — 1 have lived to fee tbt rights of m» 
better uoderikood than ever $ and nations pant^ . 

^ ing (or liberty which fcemed to have loft the 

" idea of it.— I have lived to ficc Ibirtj Millions 

" of 
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of People^ indignant and refolute, (purning at 
flavcry, and dcnnanding liberty with an irrt- 
' fiftibie voice, ibeir King ltd in trimpb^ d^d 
*• an arhkriay ikMarck Jurrendering bimjelf to his 

Before I proceed further, I have to reitiai^kj 
. that Dr. Price feems rather to ovcr-vahie the 
great acqu^fitions of light which he has obtained 
and diiTukd in this age. The Jail century ap- 
pears to rtie to have been quite as much en- 
lighteiied. It had» though in a different place^ 
a trnimph as memorable as that of Dr. Price; 
and fornc of the great preachers of that period 
partook of it as eagerly as he has done in the 
•triumph of France. On the trial . of the Rev. 
Hugh Peters for high treaibn, it was <kpofed, 
that when King Charles was brought to Lon- 
don for his trial, the Apoftle of Liberty in that 
day cdfidiided the triumph. <^ 1 .faw," fays tiie 
witnefs, " his majedy in the coach with fix 
horfes, and Peters riding before the king 
triumphing,''' Dr^. Price, when he talks as if he 
had made a difcovery, only follows a precedent ; 
for, aftef the commencement of the king's' trial, 
this precurfor, the fame Dr. Peters, concluding 
a Jong prayer at the royal chapel at Wjiicehall, 

• Another of thcfe reverend gentlemen, who w.is witnefs 
to fome the fpcdtaclcs which Paris has lately exhibited-— 
exprclTes himfelf thus, A kitg dragged lu Juhnijji'i-e triumt.h 
** ly his conquering fubjeSs is one of thnic appearances ot 
** gratideur which feldom rife in the profpL*:! of human af- 
fairs, and which, during the remainder of my life, 1 ihall 
think of with wonder and gratification.** Thefe^genilciue.Q 
agree aaarvellouAy in their feelings. 

H (he 
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(he had very triumphantly chofen his place) laid^ 
I have prayed and preached diefe twenty years $ 
and now I may fay with old Simeon, Lor J, now 
" kllefi thou thy Jervant depart in feace^ for mine 
" eyes have Jeen thy Jalvation Peters had not 
the fruits of his prayer ; for he neither departed fi> 
foon as he wifhed, nor in peace. He became (what 
I heartily hope none of his followers may be in 
this country) himfdf a iacrifice to the triumph 
which he led as PontiflF. They dealt at the Refto* 
ration, perhaps, too hardly with this poor good 
man. But we owe it to bis memory and his fuf^ 
feringSy that he had as much illumination, and as 
much zeal, and had as effeAually undermined all 
the Juperjlition and error which might impede the^ 
0reat bu&ne& he was engaged in, as any who fol- 
low and repeat after him, in thi$ age, which would 
aflume to itfelf an exclufive title to the knowledge 
of the rights of men, and all the glorious conib- 
quences of that knowlec^. 

After this fally of the preacher of the Old 
Jewry, which differs only in place and time, 
but agrees perfe&ly with the fpirit and letter 
of the rapture of 1648, the Revolution Soci- 
ety, the fabricators of governments, the heroic • 
band of eajhierers of monarchs, elcftors of fovc- 
feigns, and leaders of kings in triumph, ftrutting 
with a proud confcioufnefs of the diffufion of 
knowledge, of which every member had ob- 
t»ned fo large a fhare m the donadve» were in 
hafte to make a generous diffiifion of the know^ 

• Sutc Trials, vol, ii, p. 360, p. 363 • 

ledgt 
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ledge they had thus gratuicoufly received. To 
make this bountiful communication, they ad-^ 
jouraed from the church in the Old Jewnr> to 
the London Tavern ; where the fame Dr. Price, 
in whom the fumes of his oracular tripod were 
not entirely evaporated, moved and carried the 
refolution, or addrefs of congratulation, tranfmitted 
by Lord Stanhope to the National Affembly of 
France. 

I find a preacher of the goipel prophaning the . 
beautiful and prophetic qaculation, commonly call« > 
ed nunc dimittis,** made on the firft prefentatioil 
of our Saviour in the Temple, and applying it, 
with an inhuman and unnatural rapture, to th« 
rooft horrid, atrocious, and affliding fpe^acle, that 
perhaps ever was exhibited to the pity and'indig- 
nation of mankind. This leading in triumph^* 
2l thing in its beft form unmanly and irreligious, 
which fills our Preacher with fuch unhallowed 
tranfports, muft fliock, I believe, the moral tafte 
of every well-born mind. Several Englifh were 
the (hipified and indignant fpeftators of that tri-* 
umph. It was (unlefs we have been ftrangelf 
deceived) a Ipe&acle more relcmbling a procef- 
fion of American favages, entering into Onon- 
daga, after Tome of their murders called vidtories, 
and leading into hovels hung round with fcalps^ 
their captives, overpowered with the feoffs and 
buffets of women as ferocious as themfclves, much 
more than it refembled the triumphal pomp of a 
civilized martial nation -if a civilized nation^ 
or any men who had a fenfe of generolity, were 
capable of a perfonal triumph over the fallen and 
affiidted. 
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' Thisi niy dear Sir, was not the triumph o( 

France. I mufl: believe that, as a nation, it over*- 
whelmed you with fliaine and horror. I muft be- 
lieve that the National AiTembly fihd themfelves 
in a ftate of the grcateft huaiiliation, in not being 
^blc to punifli the authors of this triumph, or the 
adlors in it^ and that they are in afituation in 
which any enquiry they may make upon the fub- 
jed, muft be dellitute even of the appearance of 
liberty or impartiality. The apology of that Af- 
fembly is found in dieir iituacion $ but when wc 
approve what they rfiuft bear, it is in us the dege- 
nerate choice of a vitiated mind. 

With a con^pelled appearance of deliberation* 
they vote under the dominion of a ftem necefliry« 
They nt in the heart, as it were, of a foreign re- 
public : tlicy have their refidence in a city whofij 
conftitution has enuuiated neither from the char<r 
tcr of their king, nor frdm their legiflative power^ 
There they are furrounded by an army not raifed 
eitlier by the authority of their crown, or by their 
cocnmand ; and which, if they (hould order to dif« 
Iblve itfelf, would inftantly diflblve them. There 
they fit, after a gang of aflaliins had driven away 
all the men of oioderate minds and modera^ng 
authority amongft diem, and left them as a (brt oC 
dregs and refufe, under the apparent lead of thofe 
in whom they do not fo much as pretend to have 
any confidence. There they fit, in mockery of 
legiflation, repeating in refolutions the words of 
thofe whom they dcteft and ddpife. Captives, 
themfelves, they compel a captive king to ifiue 
as royal e^£ls, at third hand, die polluted non* 
3 fcnio 
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fenfe of their moft licentious and giddy coffice^ 
houfes. It is notxirious, that all dieir meafures are 
decided before they are debated. It is beyond 

doubt, that under the terror of the bayonet, and 
the lamp-poil, and the torch to their houfes, they 
are obliged to . adopt all the crude and deiperate 
meafures fuggeftcd by clubs compofed of a mon- 
ftrous medley of all conditions, tongues, and na- 
tions. Among thefe are found perfons, in compa- 
rilbn of whom Catiline would be thought fcrupu« 
lous, and Cethegus a man of ipbriety and mode- 
ration. Nor is it in thcfc clubs alone that the 
publick meafures are deformed into monfters. They 
undergo a previous diftortion in academies^ intend- 
ed as (b many (bminaries for diefe clubs, which 
are fet up in all the phices of publick refort. In 
ihtiQ meetings of all forts, every counfel, in pro- 
portion as it is daring, and violent^ and perfidious^ 
is taken for the mark of (uperior genius. Huma- 
nity and companion are ridiculed as t!ic fruits of 
fupeidition and ignorance. Tendernefs to indivi- 
duals is confidered as treafbn to the public. Li- 
berty is always to be eftimated perfeft as property 
is. rendered infecure. Amidft aflafTination, maf- 
iacre^ and conftfcation, perpetrated or meditated, 
they are forming plans for the good order of 
future focicty. Embracing in their arms the 
carcafes of bafe criminals, and promoting their 
relations on the tide of their offences, they 
drive hundreds of virtuous perfons to the lame 
end, by forcing them to fubfift-by beggary or 
by crimct < 

H 3 The 



( loa ) 

The Aflcmbly, their organ^ afts before them the 

farce of deliberation with as little decency as li- 
berty. They a& like the comedians of a fair be*^ 
fore a riotous audience i they adamidft the tumul- 
tuous cries of a mixed mob of ferocious men, and 
of women loft to (hame, who, according to their ^ 
. infolent fanciesy dire&a controls applaud> explode 
them; and fomettmes mix and take their (eats 
amongft them ; domineering over them with a 
ftrange mixture of fcrvik petulance and proud 
prefumptuous authority. As they have inverted 
ordtr in al' things, the gallery is in the place of 
the houfe. This Affcmbly, which overthrows kings • 
and kingdoms^ has not even the phyfiognomy and 
afpe6l: of a grave legiflativc body— color imperii, 
ncc from erat tilla Jenatus. They have a power 
given to them, like that of the evil principle, to 
fubvert and deftroy ; but none to conftruA, except 
fuch machines as may be fitted for further fubver-* 
iion and further deftru^ion. 

Who is it that admires, and from the heart 
is attached to national reprefentative afllemblies, 
but muft turn with horror and difguft from fuch 
a profane burlefque, and abominable perverfion 
of that facred inftitute i Lovers of monarchy, lo« . 
vers of republicks, muft alike abhor it. The mem* 
bcrs of your Affembly muft themfclves groan under • 
the tyranny of which they have all the Ihame^ none . 
of the diredtion, and little of the profit. I am lure 
many of the members who compofe even the ma- 
jority of that body, muft feel as I do, notwith* 
ftanding the applauies of the Revolution Society, 

% ' r-Miferabte 
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— Mtferable king! miferable AiTemblyl How 
muft diat aflcmbly be filendy (candalized with thcrfb 

of their members, who would call a day which 
feemed to blot the fun out of Heaven, " un be au 
jour*r* How muft they be inwardly indignant at 
hearing others, who thought fit to declare to them^ 
that the veffel of the ftate would fly forward 
in her courfe towards regeneration with more 
^ fpeed than ever/' from the ftiff* gale of treafbn 
and murder, which preceded our Preacher's tri- 
umph! What muft they have felt, whilft with 
outward patience and inward indignation they 
heard of the flaughter of innocent gentlemen in 
their houfes, that ** the blood fpilled was not the 
moft pure ?" What muft they have felt, when 
they were befieged by complaints of diforders 
which (hook their country to its foundations, at* 
being compelled coolly to tell the complainants^ 
that they were under the protedtion of the law, 
and that they would addrefs ihe king (the captive 
king) to caufe the laws to be enforced for their 
prote&ioni when the enflaved minifters of that 
capuve king had formally, notified to them^ that 
there were n^her law, nor authority, nor power 
left to protect? What mufl they have felt at 
being oblig^, as a felicitation on the prefent 
new year, to requeft their capdve king to forget 
the ftormy period of the laft, on account of the 
great good which be was likely to produce to 
his people I to the complete attainment of which 
good they adjourned the prafdcal demonftrationa 

' * 6tbofO£tober, 1789. 
H 4 
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ef their loyultv, afliiring H'kti of tlieir obedience, 
wh^ h/e ibouid no longer poJOfefs a^y a^pricy 
t9 coijln^andi 

. This addrcfs was made with much goo4-nature 
ami uffettion, to be fure. But among the revolu- 
tioifS yi. Frapcc, mull be reckoned a confidcraWc 
rev olution in ^ir ideas of polkenefs*. In £ng- 
land we arc Uld io learn manners at fecond-hand 
from your ii4c of the water, and th^it we drels 
oyr behaviour in the frippery of f ranee. If fo^ 
are ftill in the old cut ; and have not fo far 
CQnfonxi>;d to the new Parifun mode of good- 
bfeeding, as to think it quite in the mpft r^fvQe4 
drain of 4(^lic^te compliment (whether ip cpn^o- 
ience or congratulation) to fay, to the moil humi- ' 
liatcd crcat^i;e that crawls . Mpon tlie earth, thac 
gpeat public benefits are derived from the murder 
of his fervantSi the acteinpted aflafllnatipn of him- 
felf and of his wifc^ aiiu the mortification, dif- 
gracc, and degradation, th^t he has.perfonaily - 
fqgered. It is a topic of confolation which our 
ordinary of Newgate would be too humane tq 
\iic to a criminal at the foot of the gallows. I 
ibould t^ve thought that the haqgin^ of Paris, 
npw tl^at he is liberaU^cd by the vote of the 
National Aficmbly, and is allowed his rank and 
arms^io tl^e j^j^jf^ld's College of the rights .of men». 
would be toQ generous, too gallant ^ man, too full 
cx' the fenie p( his new dignity, to employ that 
dittoing couiblation to any of the perfons whom 
t)^p fe^ najlm, might bring under the adnniniilra^ 
tion of his executive powers. 

A aun is fallen indeed, when he is thus iiat- 

tere^« 
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tered. The anodyne draught of oblivion, thus 
drugged, is well calculated to prefcrve a galling 
nvakefulnefs^ and to. feed the living ulcer of a cor- 
roding memory. Thus to adminifter the opiate 
potion of amnefty, powdered with all the ir^rc- 
dients of fcorn and contempt, is to hold to his lips, 
inftead of the balm of hurt minds,*' the' cup of 
human iiiikry full to the brim, and lo force him to 
drink it to the dregs. 

Yielding to reafons, at lead; as forcible as thofe 
-which were fo delicately urged in the compliment 
on the new year, the king of France will probably 
endeatrour to forget thefe events, and that compli- 
ment. But hiftory, who keeps a durable record of 
all our a6ls, and exercifes her awful cenfure over 
the proceedings of ail forts of fovereigns, will not 
forget, either thofe events, or the sera of this li- 
beral refinement in the intercourfe of mankind. 
Hiftory will record, that on the morning of the 
6th of Odtober 1739, the king and queen of 
France, after a day of confufion, alarm, difmay, 
and flaughter, lay down, under the pledged fe- 
cufity of public faith, to indulge nature in a 
few hours of ref| ice, and troubied melancholy 
repofe. From this fleep the queen was firft 
ftarded by the voice of the centinel at her door, 
who cried out to her, to fave hcrfelf by flight-^ 
that this was fhe laft proof of fidelity he could 
give — that they were upon hiin, and he was 
dead. Inftandy he was cut down. A band of 
cruel ruffians and afTailins, reeking with his blood, 
ruihed into the chamber of tlie queen, and pierced 

with 
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with an hundred ftrokes of bayonets and poniards 
die bed, from whence this perfeo ittid woman had 
but juft time to fly almoft naked, and through ways 
unknown to die murderers had tfcapcd to feek re- 
fuge at the feet of a king and huiband^ not fecurc 
of his own life for a moment; 



king, to hj no more of him, and di» 
cjoeen, and their infant children (who once 
would have been the pride and hope .of a great 
and generous people) were then forced to aban- 
don the fanduary of the moft ^lendid palace in 
•die world, which they left fwimming in blood, 
polluted by maffacre, and ftrewed with icattered 
limbs and mudlated carcales. Thence they were 
conduded into the capital of their kingdom. 
Two had been f^cfted from the unprovoked, 
xmrefifted, promifcuous flaughter, which was 
made of the gendemen of birth and fiunily who 
compofed the king's body guard. Thele two 
gentlemen, with all the parade of an execution 
of iuft ice, were cruelly and publickly dragged to 
the block, and beheaded in the great court of 
die palace. Their heads were ftock upon fpears, 
and led the proceflion whiMl the royal capdycs 
who followed in the train were flowly moved 
along, amidll: the horrid yells, and fhrilling 
Icrcams, and frantic dances^ and infiunoos con* 
nimdies, and all the unutterable abominations 
iof the furies of hell, in the abufed (hapc of the 
vilcft of women. After they had been made to 
tafle, drop by drop» more tbui the bincmefs of 
dcadij in die ftow toiture of a jouiiiey of twdve 

milcs^ 
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miles, protra6led to fix hours, they were, under a 
guard, compofed of thofe very foldicrs who had 
thus conduced them through this fiunous triumph^ 
lodged in one of the old palaces of Paris, now con- 
verted into a Baftile for kings. 

Is this a triumph to be confecrated at altars ? 
to be commenScmted with griteful thankij^ving? 
to be offered to die divine humanity with fervent 
prayer and enthufullick ejaculation ? — Thefe The- 
ban and Thracian Orgies, adcd in France, and ap- 
plauded only in the Old Jew ry, I affiire you, kindle 
prophetic enthufiafm in the minds but of very 
few people in this kingdom ; although a faint 
and apodle, who may have revelations of his 
own, and who has fo completely vanquilhed all 
the mean fuperftidons of the heart, m^y incline 
to think it pious and decorous to compare it 
with the entrance into the world of the Prince of 
Peace, proclaimed in an holy temple by a venen- 
ble fage, and not long before not worfe announced 
by the voice of angels to the quiet innocence of 
ihepherds. 

At firft I.was at a lofs to account for this fit 
of unguarded tranfport. I knew, indeed, that 

the fufferings of monarchs make a delicious re- 
paft to fome fort of palates. There were re- 
flexions which might ferve to keep this ap- 
pedte within ibme bounds of temperance. But. 
when I took one circumftancc into my confi- 
deration, 1 was obliged to confefs, that much- 
allowance ought to be made for the Society, and 
the temptation was coo ftrong for commois 

dif- 
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difcrction ; I mean, the circumftance of the To 
Psean of the triumph, the animating cry which 
caUcd " (or aii the BISHOPS to. be hanged on* 
* *t the lamp-poft$V' might well have brought 
forth a biiill of enthufiariii on the foreftren 
confequences of this happy day. I allow to fo 
much enthuiiaffn forhe little deviation from pru- 
dence. I allow this 1 1 ophet to break forth into 
hymns of joy and thankfgiving on an tvcnr v^hich 
appears like the precurfor of the Milienium, and 
the projected fifth monarchy, in the dcitruJtion of 
all diurch eftablilhments. There was» however 
(as in all human affairs there is) in the midft of 
this joy fomething to excrciic the patience of theie 
worthy gentlemen, and to try the long-fuffcring of 
their faith. The actual murder of the king and* 
* queen, and their chiki, was warning to the other 
Aufpicious circumftances of this *' beautiful day J* 
The a^al 'murder of the biihops, though cailed 
fbr by ib many holy ejaculations, was alfo want* 
ing. A groupe of regie iJc aiui lacrilegious 
Daughter, was indeed bokliy fl;etched, but it. 
was only iketched. It unhappily was left un- 
fini(hed, in this great hiftory-piece of the mail 
facre of innocents. What hardy pencil of a 
great maftcr, from the fchooi of the rights of 
men» will finifii it^ is to be feen hereafter. The 
age has not. yet the compleat benefit of that 
diffufion of knowledge that has undermined fu- 
perftition and error; and the' king of France 
itrants another objedt or two, to confign to ob- 

* Toot lea Eveqacs I, la laoterse, 
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ImoTXi in confideration of all .due good which is 
to arife from his own fuieriogs^ the patripde 
crimes of aa e nlight ened age *• 

Akhough 

• It i< proper here to refer to a letter written upon this 
iubjeSt by an eye-witnefs. 1 hat eyc-witnefs was one of the 
mc^boBeftf iotelligent, and eloquent members of the National 
Aflembly* one of the moft adive and zealous reformers of the 
flat^. He was obliged to. feoede fiom tlie afieaibly ; and he 
iftervvards became a voluotary exile, on account of the hor* 
lots of this pioas trbmph, and the di^ofitions of mtn, who, pro- 
fiting of crimes^ if nOt canfing them> have taken the lead in 
public afiain. 

EXTRACT of M.deLally TollenM*» Second Letter M 

a Friend. 

" Parlons da parti que j'ai pris ; il efl blen juftific dans jna 
confcience. — Ni.cette vil!e coupable, ni ccttc affemblee plus 
conpable en^re, ne meritoicnt que je me juilifie; maisj'a^ 
icoejif qae vous, et les pprfonnes qui penfent comme vous> ne 
me condamnent pn^. — iVia fante* je votts jnre» me rendoit 
mes fendions unpoiBblcs ; mats mcme cn les mettant de cot6 
il a et^ an-defltis 4® mes forces de fupporter plus long-tems 
I'horreuir que me cauibit ce fang,— -ces t^tes,;— cette reine 
prtffMt egerg'er^e, 'roi>«amene ^/ov^,— entrant a Paris» aa 
mnieu de fes alTaflios, et precede des tetes de fes mal- 
heureax gardes.—- Ces pcrfidcs janniilaires, • ces aifaffins, cn 
femmes cinnibales, ce cri de^ tovs lis eve^^bs a la 
LANTBitNE, daos le .momcftt ou Iq rol entre fa capitale ayeC 
deux eveqties de ion confeil dans fa voitare. Un coup de 
fvjiU que j'ai vu tirer dans un dcs crjrjfcs de I.z reine, 
M. Bailley appellant cela un beau jour. L'afftmblee ayant 
declare froi'denicnt Ic maiin, qu'il n'eioit pas de fa dignite 
d'aller toutc cntiere cnvijotiner le roi. M. Mirabeau difaat 
impunemeat dans cette aiTeniblce, que le vaine:iu de I'etat, 
loins d'etre arretc dans fa courfe, s*elanceroit avec plus de ra- 
pidiie que jamais vers fa regeneration. M. Barnave, riant 
arec lui, quand des flots de fang cooloient antoar de nou?. 

Le 
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Although this woric of our new light and knov* 
ledge, did not go to the length, that in all proba* 

bility it was intended it fhould be carried ; yet I 
muft think, that fuch treatment of any human 
creatures muft be ihocking to any but thofe 

Le vcrtueux Mounier • cchappant par miracle a vingt alTaBlniy 
qui avoient voulu iaire de fa cete un trophee de plus. 

** Voila cc qui me fit jurer de ne plus mettre le pied dans cette 
iorvtrne d'' Antropophages [the National Aficmbly] ouje n'avoig 
plus de force d'clever la voix, ou dcpuis fix femaines je I'arois 
elevee en vain. Moi, Mounier, et tous les honnetcs gens, ont le 
dernier effort a fairc pour le bien etoit d'en fortir. Aucune idee 
de crainte ne s*ell approchee de moi. Je rougir is de m'ea 
defendre. J'avois encore Tt^^ fur la route de la. part de ce 
people* moiiu coapable que ceux qui Tent eniFre de fa* 
leoTydes acclamatlonst et de« applaudiflements, dont d'aatres 
aarmeiit ete Hattes, et qui m'ont fiut iremir. Ceil a Tin* 
dignation, c*eft a Thorrear. C'eft aitx eoavaliions phyfiques, 
que Id feul afpe^t da ikng me fait eproaver q«e j'ai eede. Oa 
brave^ one feule aort i on k brave pliifienrt finty quand eUe 
pent etre utile. Mab ancone puiflance foas le Qel» oiaii 
•ancone o]niiioa publiqae oa privee n'ont le droit de ne ooa* 
damoer \ ibofiir inotilemenc smile fupplices par miaate« ct 

perir de d6fefpoir» de 4Sge« au mitieo des trimpbt$» da 
crinie que je o^ai po arr^ter. Us me profcrirontf ilt coBfifqne- 
root met biens* Je laboorerai la terre, et je ne let verni 
plas. — ^Voila ma jallification. Vous pourez la lire, la moD- 
trer, la laifler copier ; tant pis pour ceux qui ne la com- 
prendront pas ; ce ae fera alors moi qui auroic eut tort de U 
leur donncr." 

This military man had not fo good nerves as the peaceable 
gentleman of the Old Jewry. — See Monf. Mounier's narra- 
dve of thefe tranfadions ; a man alfo of honoor and vir(ue» 
and talenu« and therefore a fugiuve. 

• N. B. Mr. Mounier was then fpeakerof the National AfTembly. He 
has £nce bcsA obliged to live 48^ exU^ though ooe of the iirmcil aiTejrton of 

who 
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Who arc made for accomplifhing Revoluti- 
ons. But I cannot ftop here. Influenced by the 
inborn feelings of my nature, and not being illu- 
minated by a fingle ray of this new-fprung mo- 
dern light, I ccnfefs to you, Sir, that the .exalt- 
ed rank of the perfons fuiFering, and particu* 
larly the (ex, the beauty, and the amiable qua- 
lities of the defcendant of fo many kings and 
emperors, with the tender age of royal infants, 
infenfible only through infancy and innocence of 
the cruel outrages to which their parents were ex- 
pofed, inftead of being a fubjed of exultation, adds 
not a little to my fenfibiiity on that moft noelaiw 
choly ocqafion. 

I hear that the auguft perfon, who was the 
principal objed of our preacher's triumph, 
though he fupported himfelf, felt much on that 
fliameful occafion. As a man, it became him to 
feel for his wife and his children, and the faith- 
ful guards of his perfon> that were maliacred in cold 
blood about him ; as a prince, it became him to 
fed for the ftrange and frightful transformation of 
his civilized fubje^ls, and to be more grieved for 
them, than folicitous for himfelf. It derogates lit- 
tle from his fortitude, while it adds infinitely to the 
honour of his humanity. I am very forry to fay it, 
very forry indeed, that fuch perfonages are in a 
fitnadon in which it. is not unbecoming to praiie 
the virtues of the great. 

I hear, and 1 rejoice to hear, that the great 
lady, the other objed of the triumph, has borne 
that day (one is intereftcd that beings made for 
differing fbottld fuffer well) and that ibe bears 
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all the fucccedmg days, that (he bears the iiTi- 
prifimmfnt of her huiband, and her own capti-> 
vttyy and the exile of her frimds, and the infult- 
ing adulation of addrcflfes, and the whole weight of 
.her accumulated wrongs, with a feicne patience, 
iff a manner fuircd to her rank and race, and be- 
coming the ofispring of a fayereign diitinguiflied 
for her piety and her conrage ; that like her (he 
has loTty P/ntiir.ents ; thit fnr feels with thQ_jdig- 
nity-of a Roman nirirron; that in die laft extre- 
mity (he will fave herielf from the laft difgrace> 
and that if ihe muft faU, IhjC will fall by no igno- 
ble hand. 

It is now fixtccn or feventecn years fince I 
^ faw the queen of France, then the dauphinefs^ 
at Verfailles; and furely never lighted * on * this . 
orb, wh'ch l}»c hardly feemed to louch, a more 
delightful vifion. I law her juil above die ho- 
rizon, decorating and cheering the elevajted 
Iphcre (he juft began to move in, glittering 
like the moming-flar, full of life, and Iplendor, 
and joy. Oh ! what a revolution 1 and wliat an 
hean muft I have/ to contemplate without emo- 
tion that elevation and that fall ! Little did I 
dream that, whvn fhe adtled titles of veneration 
to thofe of enthuiialtic, diilanr, refpe&ful love, 
chat (he fl)0uld ever be obliged to carry the (harp 
antidote againft dlfgrace concealed in that bo- 
fom } little did I dream that I flioiild have lived 
to fee fuch dilaftcrs fallen upon her in. a naiion 
of gallant men« in a nation of men of honour 
and of cavaliers. I tiiought ten thoufand (\vords 
muft have leaped from their fcabbards to avenge 
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fevcn a look that threatened her with infult, — But 
the age of chjyalry is goac >'^That of fophiiters> 
cecommifts, and calculators) has focceededi and 
the glory of Europe is extinguiflied for ever. 
Never, never more9 ihall we behold that gene-, 
rous lojFalty to rank ♦ and fcx, that proud fui^ 
milTion, that dignified obedience, that fubordi« 
nation of the heart, which kept alive, even in 
fc rvity dc itfelfj the fpirit of an exalted (ssalsasu 
The unbought grace of life, the cheap defence of 
nations, the nurfe of manly fentiment and heroic 
enterprise is gone I It is gone> that fenHbility of 
principle, that chaftity of honour, which felt a 
ftain like a wound, which infpired courage whilft 
it mitigated ferocity, which ennobled whatever it 
touched, and under which vice itfelf loft half its 
evil, by lofing all its groffnefs. • - ^ 

This mixed fyftem of opinion and fentiment 
had its origin in the antient chivalry ; and the 
principle, though varied in its ap(i^raiice bjr 
the varying ftate of human affairs, fubfifted and 
influenced through a long fuccefiion of genera- 
tions, even to the time we live in. If it fhouU 
.ever be totally extinguiflied, the lofs I fear will 
be great. It is this which has given its charadtcr 
to modern Europe. It is this which has diftin- 
guifhed it under all its forms of government, and 
diftinguilhed it to its advantage, from the dates 
of Aisa, and poOibljr from thofe ftates which 
flourifhcd in the moft brilliant periods of the 
anti^e world. It was this, which, without con- 
•fininding ranks, had produced a nobl^. equalityt 
«d handed down through all the gradations 
• .1 of 

a * . . 
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(A Tocial iife. Ic was this opinion which mitt« 
giucd kings into companions, aad raifed private 
flMii to be leltoifs with kings. Witiiouc foic^ 
•f oppofitioiiy ft iubdtted the fieroencfi of prkle 
and power ; it obliged fovercigns to fubroit to 
the iofc coUar of ibcial cftecm, cocnpcUcd &tssk 
tttthof itf to ftibmtt to ekgaoce, and gave a do* 
nrvifiaffon vanquiflier of lawa» lo be fubdoed bf 
manners. 

But now all is to be changed. AU the pleaQog 
sllufioasy which made power gentle, and obedience 
Kberil, which harnionized the difierent fliades of 
life, and which, by a bland airim>lation, incor-* 
poratcd into politics the fentimencs which beau* 
tify and ibften private focietjr* are to be dK* 
iblved by this new conquering empire of light 
and reaiun. All the decent drapery of life is to 
It rudely torn off. AU tke fuperadded ideasr- 
fimilbtd fiom the wmdiobe of a naoial smagi-' 
nation, which the heart owns» and the under- 
Handing ratifies, as necelTary to cover the de- 
files of our naked flitvering natnre9^and to wmit 
It 10 dignity in oor own eftinuKiooy are to be 
exploded as a ridicolous» ahfurd^ aad aaiiquaied 
ftdtton. 

Oia iMs Ickeme of diings» n king is bot a 
vnani a queen b bot a woman ; a woman is but 
an animal \ and an animal not of the higbcik 
«rdef • AU boflMge pnid to the lex in genenl 
•s IMi, and wiikMit dHlinft Tina, is t» be lO- 
gardcd as romance and folly. Regicide, ancf 
parricide^ and iacrtkge» are but &^ioas of ib- 
pctftiiioi^ eotfuptaif jari^ndeMe tltAiof^ 
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iifg its fimplirit^* The murder of a king, or % 

queen, or a biihop, or a father, are only conrv 
mon homicide i and if ihe people are by any 
chancy or in My way gainers by it, a fort of 
bomicide much" fhe moft pardonable, and into 
whicli wc oughc not to mike too fcvere a fcru** 
(iny* 

- On the fcheme of this barbanHis phfiofophfi 
which is the offspring of cold hearts and muddf 
underftandings, and which is as void of folid wif- 
dom^ as it is deftitute of aU cade and elegance^ 
kws acc to be fupported only by their own ttr^ 
VOrSf and by the concern, which each individual 
may find in them^ from his own private fpecula- 
-tions, or can fpare to them from his own private 
interefts. In the groves of fMr academy,* at the 
end of every vifto, you fee nothing but the gaU 
lows. Nothing is left which engages the afFec- 
tioM on the part of the commonwealth. On the 
principles of this mechanic phiiofophy, oor in* 
ftitutions can never be embodied, if I may 
uk the exprelfion* in perfons^ fo as to create 
in Its love, veneration, admiration, or attach** 

.ment. But that fert of reafon which banifbes 
the affedlions is incapable of filling their place, 
Thck public affedions, combined with man-> 
~| neri, are required fomettmes as iupplements, 
ibmetimes as corre6^ives« always as aids to law* 
The precept given by a wife man, as well as a 
great cruic, for the conflrudion of poems, is . 

'equally true as co ftates. Nsn Jatit tfi.puichrd 
ejfe pomata, dulda funto. There ought fo be a 
fyftcm of manners in every nation which a well- 
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' formed mind would be difpofed to' relilb« ' To 

make us love our couniry, our country ought to 
be lovely. 

Buc power» of fome kind or other^ will furvive 
thk (bock in which manners and opinions perifh; 
and it will find other and worfe means for its fup- 
porc. The ufurpation which, in order to fubvcrt 
indent inftitucions^ bas deftr<^ed antiene princU 
fks, will hold power by arts fintilar to thofe by 
which it has acquired it. When the old feudal 
and chivalrous fpirit of Fealty, whicl), by freeing 
kings from fear, freed both kin^ and fubjcds 
from the precautions of tyranny, (hall be cxtin61: 
in the minds of men, plots and afTaiUnations wiii 
be anticipated by preventive murder and preven- 
tive conGfcationj and that long roll of grim and 
bloody maxims, which form the political code of 
all power, not llaruling on its own honour, and 
ihe honour of thofe who are to obey it. King^ 
will be tyrants from policy when fubjeAs are re- 
bels from principle. 

When antient opinions and rules of life are 
taken tway» the lois cannot pofiibly be eftiaiaced. 
From chat moment we have no compais to govern 
us i nor can we know dillindly to what port we 
Itecr. iLurope undoubtedly, taken in a mai's» was 
in a flouriflung condition the day on which yoor 
Revolution WIS compleaced. How much of that 
profpcrous iUte was owing to the fpirit of our old 
uuiuiers and opinions is not ealy to fay; but as 
fttcb ctu&s cannot be indifieftnt in tbdr opera- 
tiottt ^ muft pre fume, thar^ on the whole, their 
i^lMU^uw waa bcocdcial* 

Wc 
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Wc arc but too apt to confider things in the 
ftatc ill which we find them, without fufficiendf 
adverting to the caufcs by which they have been 
produced, and pofilbly may be upheld. No- 
thing is more certain^ than that our manners, 
our civilization, and all the good things which' 
are conncfted with manners, and with civiliza- 
tion, have, in this European world of ours, de- 
pended for ages upon two principles ; and were 
indeed the refult of both combined; I mean tlic 
fpirit of a gentleman, and the fpirit of religion. 
The nobility and the clergy, the one by profcf- 
fion, the other , by patronage, kept learning in 
-cxiftence, even in the midft of arms and confu* 
fions, and whilft govcrnmenta were rather in 
their caufcs than formed. Learning paid back 
what it received to nobility and topriefthoodf 
and paid it with ufury, by enlarging their ideas, 
and by furnifhijig their minds. Happy if they had 
all coniinued to know their indiffoluble union, 
and their proper place! Happy if learning, not 
debauched by ambition, had been fatiaficd to 
continue the inftruflor, and not afpired to be the 
mailer i Along with its natural protedors and 
guardians, learning will be caft into the mire, 
and trodden down under the hoofs of a fwinifli 
multitude. 

If, as I fufpcd, modem letters owe more tlian 
they arc always willing to own to antient man- 
ners, fo do other intcrefts which we value full aa 
much as they are worth. Even commerce, and 
trade, and manufa(aure, the gods of our oecono- 
mical politicians, are themfelves perhaps but 

I 3 creatures 



creatures i afc themfclves but effefts, which, as 
fkft €ftufes> we choofe to wqrfbip. They cercaia- 
ly grew under tbe fame (hade in which learntfig 
flourifhed. They too may decay with their natural 
protcdting principles. With you, for the preiena 
9C leaft> they ail threaten to difappear togethier* 
Where trade and nQamifa6t«ires are wanting to • 
people, and the fpirit of nobility and religion re- 
mains, fencimenf fupplies, and not always iU fup- 
plirs their placed but if commerce and the arts 
fliould be loft in an experiment to try how well a 
ftate may ftand without thcfe old fundamental 
principles, what fort of a thing* muft be a nation 
of grofs, ftupid, ferocious, and at the fame time^ 
poor and fordid barbarians^ dellitute of religion, 
honour, or manly pride, poffeffing nothing ac pre-* 
ient, and hoping for nothing hereafter? 

I wifli you may not be going faft, and by the 
fiiorte/t cut, to that horrible and di%ttftful fitua^ 
tion. Already there appears a poverty of conccp-* 
tion, a coarfencfs and vulgarity in all the pro- 
ceedings of the aflembly and of all their inftruc- 
tors. Their liberty is not liberal. Their fcience 
U preiumptuous ignorance. Their humanity is 
farage and brutaL 

It is not clear, whether in England f^e learned 
thofe grand and decorous principles^ and nianners, 
of which confidcrable traces yet remain, from you, 
or whether you took them from us. But to yout 
I think, we trace tbeiih beft. You feem to nne to 
be — gentts incunatula noftra^ France has always 
more or lefs influenced manners in England \ and 
when your fouixtain is choakcd up and polluted^ 

the 
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flie ftream will iio( nip long^ or mc ran dMr 

with us> or perhaps with any natior>« This gives 
all Europe* i« my opinion, but too qlofe and con- 
pe&cd a coocem in what is done in. France* Ex^p 
cufe me, therefore, if I have dwek tpo. long on tbf 

atrocious fpedtacle of the fixth of Odobcr 1789, 
pr have given too much fcope to the reBedlons 

which have arjfcn in my mind on occafion of tbp 
moft important of all revolutions, which m«y be 

dated from that day, I mean a revolution in fentir 
,ments, manners, and moral opinions. As things 
now ftaodt with every thing refpedabk dedroye^ 
without us, and an attempt to deftroy witUn up 

every principle of refpeft, one is aim oil forced to 
apologize for harbouring the common feelings of 
mem 

Why do I feel fo differently from the Rcvereffil 

Dr. Price, and thofe of his lay flock, who will 
choofe to adopt the ftnuments of his difcourfe ? — 
For tlua* plain reafon-?-becaufe it is wtwral I 
fhould i becaufe we are fo made as to be af- 
fedcd at fuch fpeftaclcs with melancholy fcnti- 
menta iqwn the unftable condition of mortal 
profperity, and the tremendoua uncertainty of 
human greatnefs i becaufe in thofe natural feel- 
ings we learn great leflbnsj becaufe in events 
like thefe our paffiont inftrua our rcafon % be- 
caufe when kings are hurFd from their throoea 
by the Supreme Dircdor of this great drama, and 
become the objcds of infult to the bafe, and of 
pity to the good, we behold fuch difafters in the 
moral, aa we Ibould behold a miracle in the 
(>byfical order of things, Wc are alarmed into 
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Ircflexton; our minds (as it has long fince been . 
obferved) are purified by terror and pitys our 
weak unthinking pride is humbled, uncter the 
- difpenfations of a myfterious wifdom.— Some rears 
might be drawn from me, if fuch a fpe6laclc 
were exhibited on the ftage. I (hould be truly 
a(hamed of finding in myfelf that fuperficial, 
theatric fenfe of painted diftrcfs, whilft I could 
exult over it in real life. With fuch a perverted 
mind, I could never venture to (hew my face at 
a tragedy. People would think the te an that 
Garrick formerly, or that Siddons not long fince» 
have extorted from me, were the tears of hypo« 
crify; I fliottld know them to be the tears of 
folly. • 

Indeed the theatre is a better fchool of moral 
fimtimencs than chUrchesj where the feelings of 
humanity are thus outraged. Poets>who have 
to dea} with an audience not yet graduated in 
the fchool of the rights of men^ and who muft 
apply thcmielvel to the moral conftitutton of the 
heart, would not dare to produce fuch a triumph 
as a matter of exultation. There, where men 
follow their natural impulfes, they would not 
bear the odious maxims of a Machiavelian po- 
licy, whether applied to the att^iinmenc of mo- 
narchical or democratic tyranny. They wouM 
rqeft them on the modern, as they once did on the 
antient ftage, where they could not bear even 
the hypothetical propofition of fuch wickednefs 
in the mouth of a perfonated tyrant> though fuit- 
able to the charaAer he fuftained. No theatric 
audience in Athens would bear what has been 

borne^ 
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borne, in the midft of the real tragedy of this 

triumphal day ; a principal a£lor weighing, as it 
ivere in fcales hung in a (hop of horrors^ — fo much 
n&iisA crime againft fo much contingent advan- 
tage, — and after putting in and out weights, . 
declaring that the balance was on the fide of the 
advantages. They would not bear to fee the 
crimes of new- democracy pofted as in a led- 
ger againft the crimes of old defpotifm, and the 
book-keepers of politics finding democracy ftill 
in debt, but by no means unable or unwilling to 
pay the balance. In the theatre, the firft in- 
tuitive glance, without any elaborate procefs of 
reafooing, would ihew, that this method of pQli<'. 
tical computation, would juftify every 'extent of 
crime. They would, fee, that on thefe prin- 
ciples, even where the very worfl: ads were not 
perpetrated, it was owing rather to the fortune 
of the confpirators than to their parfinnony in 
the expenditure of treachery and blood. They 
would foon fee, that criminal means once to- 
lerated are foon preferred. They prcfcnc a 
Ihorter cut to the objeA than through the high<- 
way df the' moral virtues. Juftifying perfidy 
and murder for public benefit, public benefit 
would foon become the pretext, and perfidy and 
murder the end $ until rapacity, malice* revenge, 
and fear more dreadful than revenge, could fati- 
ate their infatiable appetites. Such muft be the 
conlequences of lofing in the iplendour of thefe tri- 
umphs of the rights of meo> all natural lenfe of 
wrong and right. 

^ But the Reverend Paftor exults in this " lead- 

6 " ing 



^'ing ia'triumpby" bccauie truly LoiiisXVIili 
was " an arbitrary monarch i" that is, in other 

words, neither more nor lefs, than becaufc he was 
Louis the XVIch» and becaufe he had th^ m\(r 
fortune to be born king of France, with the pre- 
rogatives of which, a long line of anceftorii aw) 
a long acquiefcence of the people, without any 
a£^.of bis, had put hiai in poITeffioa. A outfori- 
ton^'it has indeed turned out to him, thaCt he waa 
born king of France. But misfortune is not crime, 
por is indifcretion always the greateft guilt. I 
ihall never think that- a prince, .the i&a of wbofe 
whole reign were a ieries*of conceffions to his 
fubjedls, who was willing to relax his authority;, 
Xo rennit his prerogatives, to call his people to a 
lhare of freedom, not known, perhaps not d&* 
fired by their anceftors ; fuch a prince, though 
he ihould be fubjcA to the qooimoa frailties 
attached to men and to prjnccs, though he 
ihould have once thought it neceflary to provide 
force againft the defperate defigns manifeftly 
carrying on againft his perfon, and the remnants 
of his authority i though all this ihould be takea 
into confideration/ I fhall be led with great 
difficulty to think he defcrves the cruel and 
infulting triumph of Paris, and of Dr. Price. 
I tremble for the caule of liberty, from fuch 
an example to kings. I tremble for the caufe of 
humanity, in the unpunifhed outrages of the 
mofli wicked of mankind. But there are Ibme 
people of that low and degenerate faibion of 
mind, that they look up with a fort of compla- 
cent awe and admiration to kiings^ who know 

" to 
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to keep firm in their feat, to hold a ftrid hand, 
over their fubjeds, to affcrc their prerogative, 
and bf kkc awakened vigilance of a fevere defpo* 
tifm, to guard againft the very firft approaches 
of freedom. Againft fuch as thefc they never 
elevate their voice. Defercers from principley 
lifted with fortune, they never fee any good in 
fuifering virtue, nor any crime in proiperous ufur- 
pation. 

IT it could have been made clear to me, that 
die king and queen of France (thofe I mean who 

were fuch before the triumph) were inexorable- 
and cruel tyrants, that they had formed a deli« 
berate fchcme for maflacring the National 
fenbly (I think I have feen fomething like the 
latter infinuaccd in certain publications) I (hould 
think their captivity juft. If this be true, much 
more ought to have been done, but done, in my 
opinion, in another manner. The punifhment of 
real tyrants is a noble and awful adt of jufticei 
and it has with truth been faid to be confolatory 
to the human mind. But if I were to puniih a 
wicked king, I (hould regard the dignity in aveng- 
ing the crime. Juftice is grave and decorous, 
and in its puntlhments rather feems to fubmit to 
a necelTity, than to make a choice. Had Nero, 
or Agrippina, or Louis the Eleventh, or Charles 
the Ninth, been the fubjedli if Charles the 
Twelfth of Sweden^ after the murder of Patku]> 
or his predeoeflbr Chriftina, after the murder of 
Monaldefchi, had fallen into your hands, Sir, or 
into mine, I am fure our conduct would have 
been different. 

If 
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If . the French King, or King of the French," 
(or by whatever name he is known in the new 
vocabulary of your conditucion) has in his own ^ 
perfon^ and that of. his Queen, really defenred 
thefe . unavowed but unavenged murderous at*-' 
tempts, and thofc fubfcquent indignities morC' 
cnuel than murder, fucli a perfoa would ill dc^ 
fervc even that fiibordinate eicecutory truft» 
, vrhich I underftand is co be placed in him ; nor 
is he fit to be called chi^f in a nation which he 
has outraged and opprelTed. A worfc choice for 
fuch. an office in a new commonwealth, than 
that of a depofed tyrant, could not polGbly be 
made. But to degrade and infuic a man as the 
worft of criminals, and afterwards to crud him 
in your higheft concerns, as a faithful, honeft, 
and zealous fervant, is not confident in reafon- 
ing, nor prudent in policy, nor fafe in pradicc, 
Thpfe who could make fuch an appointment 
muft be guilty of a more flagrant breach of truft 
than any they have yet committed againft: the 
people. As this is the only crime in which your 
IcadiDg politicians could have adted inconfiiiently^ 
I conclude that there is .no fort of ground for thefi: 
horrid infinuations. I think no better of all the 
other calumnies. / 

In £ngland, we give no credit to them, We.are 
generous enemies : We are faithful allies. We 
fpurn from us with difguft and indignation the 
fiandcrs of thofe who bring :is their anecdotes 
with the atteftatio/i of the flower-de-luce on their 
fiioulder. We have Lord George Gordon faft 
in Newgate i and neither his. being a public pro- 
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ielyte to Judatfm> nor his having, in his 2eal 
againft Catholick priefts and all fort of eccle- 
liaftics, raifed a mob (excufe the term, it is ftill. 
in ufe here} which pulled down~ all our prifons, 
have preferved to him a liberty, of which he did 
not render himfclf worthy by a virtuous vie of 
it. We have rebuilt Newgate, and tenanted the 
manfion. We have prifons almoft as ftrong; as 
the tiaftile; for thofe who dare to libel the 
queens of France. In this fpiritual retreat, let 
the noble libeller remain. Let him there me- 
ditate on his Thalmud, until he learns a con-^ 
do6t more becoming his. birth and parts, and 
not fo difgraceful to the antient religion to which 
he has become a profeiytes or until fome perfons 
from your fide of the water, to pleafe your 
new Hebrew brethren, fliall ranfom him. He 
may then be enabled to purchafe, with the old 
hoards of the fynagogue, and a very fmaU pound*-* 
age, on* the kHig compound intereftof the thirty 
pieces of filver (Dr. Price has fhewn us what 
miracles compound intereft will perform in 1790 
years) the lands which are lately difcovered - to 
have been ufurped by the GalHcan church* Send 
us your popifli Archbifhop of Paris, and we will 
fend you our proteflant Rabbin, We ihall treat 
the perfon you fend us in exchange like a gen-# 
tlennan and an honeft man, as he is ; but pray 
let him bring with him the fund of his hofpita- 
lity> bounty, and charity i and^ depend upon ir^ 
we (hall never confifcate a ihilling of that ho- 
nourable and pious fund^ nor think of enriching 1 
the trcalury with the fpoiis of the poor-box, 
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To tdl you the truth, my dear Sir, i ibiok the 
kODoar of our nation to be idmewhat concerned 
in the difclaimer of the proceedings of this fa^ 
cicty of the Old Jewry and the London Tavern. 
I have no man's proxy. I fpealc only from myfelf; 
vfaeo I difcliimy as I do with all poffible eameft>4 
aefi, all oomnmiiion with the aflM>rs in that xxu 
unnph^ or with the admirers of it. When I aflert any 
thing clfe, as concerning the people of England^ 
I fpeak from obfervatioo not from aothority { bat 
I fpeak from the experience I have hid in a prettf 
exieofive and mixed communication with the in- 
babttancs of this kingdom, of ail dcicriptions and 
noks* and after a coorfe of attentive obfervn- 
tioo> began early in life, and oonrinoed ibr neaf 
fcrty years. I have often been aflonKhed, con- 
iidering that we are divided from you but by a 
leader dyke of about twenty-four miles, and thai 
the mutual interoourfe between the two countries 
has lately been very great, to find how little you 
tpeuk to know of us* I fufpe^ chat this is ow« 
ifig to your forming a jucigmcnt of this nation 
from certain publicatioos, which do^ very erro* 
neoufly, if they do ac all, rcprefent the opinions 
and difpo&tions generally prcvakac in England^ 
The vanityt reftleflhelst petulanos, and ^irit of 
intrigue of feveral petty cabals* who attempt- m 
hide their total v.ant of confequence in budle 
mod ooife» and puffing* and mutual quoution of 
each other» makes you imagine that our con* 
temptuous n^lecl of their abilities is a mark ef 
general arquielccnce in their opinions. No 
fuch things 1 alTurc you, Bccauic half a do^ 
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graChoppers under a fern make the field ring 
wkh dieir importunate chmk| Whilft thoufands f 
of great cattle, rcpofcd beneath the fhadow of 
the Britiih mk, chew the cud and are iiknc^ > 
pnf 'do not imagine, that cbofe who make the 
are the only inhabitants of the field ; that 
of courfe, they are many in number; or that, 
after all» they are other than the little ihriveHed^ j 
meagft^ hopping, though loud and trouUcfeme 
tnfefts of the hour. 

< * I almofl: venture to aflirm, that not one in a ^ 
hundred amongft us participates in the* tri^ 
^ umph of the Revolution Society. If the 
king and queen of France, and their childrcnf 
wcfc to fall into our hands bj the chance <^ 
war, in the moft acrimonious of all hoftilities (I 
deprecate fuch an event, I deprecate fuch hofti- 
lity) they would be treated with another fort of 
triumphal entry into London. We formerly havt 
kad aking of France in that fituation ; you have 
road how he was treated by the vi6tor in the 
field; and in what manner he was afterwards re- 
ceived- in England. Four hundred years have 
gone over us ; buz I believe we are not materially 
changed iince that period. Thanks to oUr fulled 
rtfiftance to innovation, thanks to the cold flug« ' 
gifluiefi of our national charader, we ftill bear 
the (lamp of our forefathers. We have not (as 1 
^OQoeive) ioft the generofity . and dignity of 
ahtnkiog of the fourteenth century ; nor as yet 
have we fubtilized ourfclves into favages. We 
are not the converts of Roufleau j we are not the 
difctples of Voltaire; Helvetius has made no i 
progrefs amongd us. Atheifts are not our / 

preachers; ^ 
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preachers j madmen arc not our lawgivers, W« 
know that we have made no diicoverieii and we 
tMnk chat no difcoveries are to be made, in mo- 
rality i nor many in the great principles of go- 
vernment, nor in the ideas of liberty, which were 
vnderftood long before we were born, altogether 
as well as they will be after the grave has heaped 
its mould upon our prefumption, and the lilenc 
tomb Ihall have impofed its law on our pert lo- 
quacity. . In England we have not yet been 
completely embowclled of our natural entrails i 
»c ftill feel within us, and we cheriih and cul« 
tivate, thofe inbred fentiments. which are the 
faithful guardians, the a6bive monitors of our 
duty, the true fupporters of all liberal and maoly 
morals. We have not been drawn and tniflT* 
ed, in order that we may be filled, like ftufied 
birds in a mufeum, with chafF and rags, and 
paltry/ blurred ihreds of paper about the rights 
of man. We preferve the whole of our feelings 
ftill native and entire, unfophifticatcd by pe- 
dantry and infidelity. We have real hearts of 
fleih and blood beating in our bofoms. We 
fear God$ we look up with awe to kings; with 
afFc<^ion to parliaments; with duty to magiC- 
trates j with reverence to priefts ; and with re- 
fpcSt to. nobility*. Why? Becaufe when fuch 

ideas 

' * The Eogliih «re» I ooooeivey mifreprefeated in a Letter 
puUilhed in one of tbe papers, by a ^eiideman thonght to be 
a diflenting iiiiQlfter.-»-When writing to Dr. Price, of thf 
ipirit which prevails at Paris, he fays, The fpirit of the 

people in this place has aboliftied all the proud dijilnaiom. 
wh^ch the kin^ and nobhs had uAirped ia their minds ; 
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Ideas are brought before our minds, it is naimnd 

to be fo affcdbedi bccaufe all other feelings arc 
Falfc and fpurious, and tend to corrupt our minds, 
to vitiate our primary monds, to render us unfit 
&r rational liberty ; and teaching us a fervile^ 
licendous, and abandoned infolence^ to be our low 
Iport for a few holidays, to make us perfedly fit for^ 
and judly deferving of ikvery, through the whole 
courfe of our lives* 

iTdfU (ee. Sir, that in this enlightened age I 
am bold enough to confcfs, that we are generally 
men of unuught feelings ^ that inftead of calling 
away all our old prgudicesi we cherifli them to 
a very confiderable degree, and, to take more 
Ihame to ourfelves, we cherifli them becaufc they 
are prejudices ; and the longer they have laded^ 
and the more generally they have prevailed, the 
more we cherifh them. We are afraid to put itien 
to live and trade each on his own private ftock 
of reafon; becaufe we fufpedt that this flock iii 
each man is fmall, ahd that the individuals woiild 
do better to avail themielves of the general bank 
and capital of nations, and of ages. Many of 
otir men of fpeculation, inftead of exploding ge-^ 
neral prejudices, employ their fagacicy to difcover 
the latent wifdom which pretails in them. 
they find what they feek, ind they feldom fail, 
they think it more wife to continue the prejudice, 

whether they talk of " ibt Idng^ or the prifjl, tfccir 

whole language is that of the moft enligbtened and tiheral 
among fi the Englip.** If this gentleman means to confine 

the icvms enlighteneJ and lii'eral tO €0€ fet of men in fingUud* 

k may be true. It is not generally fi>. 
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«ieh ih€ reafon involved, Chan to caft a«irajr the 
coat of prejudice, arid to leaVe tfbthifig but tkb 

liaked reafon ; bccaufe prejudice, with its feafon, 
has a motive to give afliorn to that reafon, arid 
an affed^ion which will give k permanence. Fre-> 
jiidice is of ready application 5n IBc emergency ; 
it previoufly engages the mind In a fteady courfe of 
wifdom arid virtue, and does not leave the man 
hefitating in the moment of ctecifion, fcepticafy 
puzzled, and unrefolvcd. Prejudice renders a 
man's virtue his habit and not a feries of uncon-- 
nt&cd a(5U. Through juft prejudice^ hit duty be- 
.comes a part of his nature. 

Your literary men, and your politicians, and 
fo do the whole clan of the enlightened arinong 
vsj eflcntially differ in thele points. I'hey have 
no refpedl for the v;ifdom of others ; but they 
pay it oflf by a very full meafure of confidence 
in their own* With them it is a fu^cient mo- 
tive to deftroy an old icheme of" things, becaufc 
it is^an old one. As to the new, they are in no 
' fort of fear mA regard to the duration of a 
building run up in hafte ; becaufe duration is no 
obje6l to thofe who think little or nothing has 
been done before their time, and who place .all 
their hopes in difcoyerjr.- They conceive, very 
iyftematically, that all things which give per- 
petuity are mifchievous, and therefore they arc 
at inexpiable war with all eftabliihments. Tfaej^ 
think that government may vary like nriodes 
drefs, and with as little ill effed. That there - 
needs no principle of atcachment, except a feiifir 
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«f prefcnt conveniency, to aay conftitutioo of the 
ftate. They always fpeak as if they were of 
fipioion that there is a fingular foccies of com- 
paft between them and their magiitrates, which 
binds the magiftrate, biic which has nothing re- 
ciprocal in it, but that the majcfty of the people 
has a right to diOolve it without any reafon, but 
its w31. Their attachment to their country itfcJf, 
is only fo far as it agrees with fome of their 
fleeting projedsj it begins and ends with that 
fchcme of polity which faUs m iridi their momen- 
tary opinion. 

Thefe dodlrines, or rather fentiments, fcem pre- 
valent with your new ftatcfmen. But they ar« 
wholly different from thofeoo which we have al« 
ways aAed in this country. 
• I hear it is fomctimes given out in France, that 
what is doing among you is after the example *: 
of En^and. I beg leave to affirm, that fcarcely 
any thing done with you has originated from the 
pradice or the prevalent opinions of this people^ 
either in the ad or in the fpirit of the proceed- 
ing. Let me add, that we are as unwilKng to 
learn theft leffons from France, as we are fure that 
ive never taught them to that nation. The cabals 
her^ who take a fort of ihare in your tnmfaftions 
^ yet CQiifift but of an handful of people. If un- 
fortunately by their intrigues, their fermons, their 
publications, and by a confidence derived froixi 
4n expected union with the cpunfels and forces 
(he French nation, they fliould draw confider- 
4blc pumbers int9 their faftion, and in confe- 
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qiicricc (hould ferioufly attempt any thing here VX 
imiution of what has been done with you, the 
event) I dare venture to prophefy, will be, that» 
with ibme trouble to their country, they will ibon 
accomplifli their own deftru6tion. This people 
refufed to change their law in remote ages, fronn 
refpeft to the in&llibility of popes ; and they will 
not now alter it from a pious implicit faith in the 
dogmatifin of philofophers > though the former was 
armed with' the anathema and crufade, and though 
the latter Ihould aft with the Ubel and the lamp* 
iron. 

Formerly your affairs were your own concern 
only. .We felt for them as men; but. we kept 
aloof from them, becaufe we were not citizens of 
France. But when we fee the model held up to 
ourfelves, we muft feel as Englifhmen, and feeling, 
we muft provide as Engliflimen. Your affairs, in 
fpite of us, are made a part of our intcreft ; fo far 
at lead as to keep at a diftance your panacea, or 
your plague. If it be a panacea, we do not want 
it; • We know the confequences of unneeelSuy 
phyfic. If it be a plague i it is fuch a plague, that 
the precautions of the moil fevere quarantine ought 
10 be eftablifhed againft it. 

I hear on all hands that a cabal, calling itfelf 
philofophic, receives the glory of many of the 
late proceedings; and that their opinions and 
, fyftenis are the true aftuating fpirit of the whole 
of them. I have heard of no party in England^ 
llterai-y or political, at any time, known by fuch 
a deicription. It is not with you cbmpbied oi^ 
tfaofe men, is it ? whom the vulgar, in their Uuot, 
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homely fh'le, commonly call Athcifts and Inft- 
dds ? If k bej I admit that we too have had 
writers of thkt dcfcription, who made fome noifc 
in their day. At prefent they repofc in lading 
oblivion. Who, born within the laft: forty years, 
has read one word of Collins, and Toland, and 
Tindal, and Chubb, and Morgan^ and that 
whole race who called themfelves Freethinkers ? 
Who now reads Bolingbroke ? Who ever read 
him through ? Aik the bookfellers of Londoa 
what is become of all thefe lights of the world* 
In as few years their few fucceflbrs will go to the 
family vault of all the Capulets." But what- 
ever they were, or are, with us, they were and • 
are wholly unconneded individuals. With us 
they kept the common nature of their kind, and 
were not gregarious. They never aded in 
corps, nor were known as a faction in the ftate^ 
nor preiumed to influence, in that name ot 
charafter, or for the purpoies of iuch a fiiAion, 
on any of our public concerns. Whether they 
pught fo to exiit, and fo be permitted to a£t, is 
another queftion. As fuch cabals have not ex* 
ifted in England, fo neither has the (piritof them 
had any influence in eflablifhitig the original 
frame of our conititution, or in any one of the 
leveral Mparatbns and improvements it has un*. 
dergone. The whole has been done under the 
aufpices, and is confirmed by the fanftions'of 
religion and piety. The whole has emanated 
from the Amplicity of our national charadler, and 
^ from a fort of native plainnefi and direftncfs of 
gndcrftanding, which for a long tintic charac- 
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tcrizcd thofc men who have fucceflively obtained 
authority amongd us» Thk difpofition ftill jDe- 
. vtmn%i at kaft in the great -body oif the people, 
j We know, and what is better we feel in^ 
j wardly, that religion is the bafis of civil fociety, 
1 and the fourcc of all good and of all conifort*» 
i In England we are fo convinced of this» that there 
I is no rud of fuperftition, with which the accu- 
mulated abfurdity of the human mind might 
have crufted it over in the courfe of ages, tba6 
- pinetf-nine in an hundred ef the people -of Eng- 
land would not prefer to impiety. We fliall 
never be fuch fools as to call in an enemy. to the 
fubftance of any fyftem to leoiove.jts com^ 
dons, to fupply its defefts, or to peiftft its con-* 
ftru6tion. If our religious tenets fhould ever want 
A further elucidation, we (hall not call on atheifoi 
to eatplain them; We (ball not light up our tern* 
•pie from that ^unhallowed firCk It wiU be illu- 
minated with other lights. It will be perfumed 
•with other incenfe, than the infedlious fluff which 
' in^ported by the fmug^rs of adulterated meta- 
^hy fics. If our ecclefiaftica] eftablilhment fliouid 
want a revifion, it is not avarice or rapacity, 
|>uUic or privaice, that we fliall employ for the 
«iidk> or receipt, or application of ies conie- 
-crated revenue. — Violendy condemning neither 

* '8tt igitar lidc tb initio perraartisi cinbus, domiflot cflb 
. tannun ttrutn ac modmtoffcii deos i caque, qns geraiilor« 
scorum gcri vi, didooe, ac numine ; eofdemqae optiine de ge- 
^jiere hominom jherer'i; etqnalis quifque fit, quid agat^ quid 
.infe ftdmittat, qua mente, quapkuite ieblftt religtones intueri*: 
^f&atm et im^oroiki habere -Ationeni. Hts enfaii rebus ifli« 
-bitr ntentct Ktiid -ftne abhonrcbttat ab atlU et a v^'ieaieiU 
"lia*' Cic. de Leglbos, La* 
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tiie <3ise0k nor th^ Arwni^n, nor, fincc l^sw 

tre fubfided, the Roman fyftem of religion, we 
pi:efcr the FrotedaAC ; pot becau^ w.e t;bink it 
has Id^ .Cbnftiao ^giqo in it, joft- 

caiifej in wr judgment, k has more. We are pup- 
tcflants, not from indifference but from zeal. 
Wc know, and it is our pride to know, that 

.man is byiiis cooftitution a rdig^ous aninial ; that 
aiheifm is againft, noc only our rcafon but our in-* 
ftin^s ; and that it cannot prevail long. But if, 
in the moment of riot, and in a drunken delirium 
from the hot i|arit drawn ,ouc of the alembick 
of hdl, which >in France is now fo furiouily boiLr 

' ing, we fhould uncover our nakednefs by throw- 
ing off that iChriflian religion which has hitherto 
been our boaftand comfort, and one great fource 
of dvilizadon among^ us, and among .nnany 
other nations, we are apprehenfive (being well 
aware that the mind will not endure a void) that 
foine uncouth, pernicious, and degrading fupcr- 
ftttipn, might take place of it. 

For that rcafon, before wc take from our efta- 
blifliment the natmal human means of eftimation, 
and give it up to contempt, as you have done, and 
in doing it have incurred dit^penalocs you well de- 
lerve tofuffer, we defire chat ibme other may be 
prcfentcd to us in the place of it. Wc (hall then 
form our judgment. 

, On thefe ideas, inftead of quarrelling - with 
cfiabliflunents, as ibme do, who have made a 

pbilolbphy and a religion of their hoftility to 
fuch inftitutions, we cleave clofcly to them. We 
-uc fcfolvcd to keep an cftablilhcd church, an 

K 4 . caftabliOied 



( «36 ) 

cftablifhed monarchy, an eftabliflied ariftocracy, 
and an e(labli{hcd democracy, each in the degree! 
it exifts» and in no greater. I fhall (hew you pre* 
fently how much of each of thefe we poffisfs. 

It has been the misfortune (not as thefe gentle- 
men think it, the glory) of this age, that ever)^ 
thing is to bedifcufled, as if the conftitution of oiir 
country were to be always a fubjeft rather of alters 
cation than enjoyment. For this reafon, as well as 
i[pr the fatisfa^ion of thofe amoiig you (if any fuch 
you have among you) who may wi(h to profie 
of examples, I venture to trouble you with a 
few thoughts upon each of thefe eftablifliments. 
I do not think they were unwife in antient Rome, 
who, when they wiflied tp new^model their laws» 
fcnt commiflioners to examine the beft conftitutcd 
republics within their reach. 

Firft, I beg leave tm fpeak of our church 
eftabliihment, which is thefirft of our prejudices, 
not a prejudice defcitute of reafon, but involving 
in it profound and cxtenfive wifdom, I tpcdk^ 
of it fiift. It is firft, and lafl:, and midfl: in our 
minds. For, taking ground on that religious 
fyftem, of which we are now in pofTeflion, we con- 
tinue to adt on the early received, and uniformly 
^ continued fenfe of mankind. That fehfe not oniy^ 
like a wife architeft, hath built up the auguH: fa« 
brie of dates, but like a provident proprietor, to 
preferve the (trudure from prophanation and ruin» 
as a facred temple, pui^ed from all the impuri- 
des of fraud, and violence, and injuftice, and 
tyranny, hath folcmnly and for ever confecrated 
the commonwealth, and all that officiate in ic. 
This confecration is. made, that all who admU 
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jiifter in the government of men, in wKch they 
ftand in the [peifon of God himfelf^ ihould haver 
high and worthy notions of their funfbbn and 
deftinadon ; that their hope fliouM be full of im- 
mortality ; that they fliould not look to the paltry 
pelf of the moment, nor to the temporary and 
tranfient praiie of the vulgar, but to a folid, per- 
manent cxiftcnce, in the permanent part of didr 
nature, and to a permanent fame and glory, in 
the example they leave as a rich inheriuncoto the 
"World* 

' Such fublime principles ought to be hifufed 

into perfons of exalted fituations ; and religious 
eftabli&ments provided^ that may continuall/ 
revive and enforce them. Every Ibrt of morale 
every Ibrt of civil, every fort of politic in(Utu-i 
lion, aiding the rational and natural ties than 
conned the human underftanding and affedbions to 
the divine^ are not niore than neceffary, in order to 
build up that wonderful ftrudure, Man ; whole 
prerogative it is, to be in a great degree a creature 
of his own making and who when made as he 
oug^t to be nude, is deftined to hold no trivial 
place in the creation. But whenever man is pue 
over men, as the better nature ought ever to 
prelide, in that cafe more particularly, he fiiould 
as nearly as pofilble be approximated to his per- 
feftion. 

" The confecration of the (late, by a ftate religi-' 
ous eftablifhment, is neceffary alfo to operate with 
an wholefome awe upon free citizens j becaufe, 
in order to fecure their freedom, they muft en- 
joy fome determinate portion pf power. To 
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them therefore a religion connedcd with the ftate, 
and with their duty towards it, J^ocoHie^ ^vm more 
neceflkry thaB in iiich focieties, where 4ie people 
by the terins of their fuhjefkion are con£oed to 
private fentimeots^ and the management of their 
own family concerasu All perfoas poflei&iig fjxf 
portion of power ought to be ft^DOgly iiad msr 
fully imprefTed with an idea that they adt in truft j 
and chat they aax to accouof £or their x;ondud if| 
diat trvft to the xsne j^t maitet auahor^ ^fouop* 
der of fixricty. 

This principle ought even to be more ilrong- 
imprefled upon the minds of tbofe )ffho com- 
pcfe the collective ibvereigBty .than Aipoa ithaSk 
of Tingle princes* Without inflrumentsi, diefe 
princes can do nothing. Whoever ufes in- 
ftraments^ in findii^g helps, finds alio ampedi-- 

' ments. Their power is therefore b|y no mcaiis 
compleat ; nor are they fafe in extreme abufe. 
Such perfons, however elevated by flattery, ar- 
rogancej and felf-Qpinionj muft be ienl^»le tbat^ 
whether covered or not by pofitivc Jaw, in -feme 
way or other they are accountable even here for 
the abufe of their truft. If they are «00t .cut ofF 
by a rebellion of their people, they may be 
ftrangled by the very Janiflarks kept for their 
iecurity /againft all other rebellion. Thus we ' 
have feen the king of France fold by hia fol- 
diers for an encr^ of pay. But where po^ 
pular authority is abfolute and unreftrained^ 
the people have, an infinitely greater, bccaufe 

. a &r better foi^nded confidence in their own 
power. Thqr are thenofelves^ in a great jnea* 
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fMf*e> their awn inftnaments. They are nearer to . 

their objedls. Befides, they are lefs under rc- 
fponfibi^lity to one of the greatcft controUinjf 
powers on eardij ihe fenfe of fame and eftima- 
mation. The (hare of infamy that is likely to 
fall to the lot of each individual in pubh'c ads, 
is fmall indeed; the operation of opinion being 
in the inverfe ratio to the number of thofe who 
abuie power. Their pwn approbation of their- 
own a6bs has to them the appearance of a public 
judgment in their favour. A perfed democracy is 
therefore the moft fhamelefs thing in the world. 
As it is the moft fbamele^, it is alfo the moll 
fearleis. No man apprehends in his perfbn he 
can be made fubjcd to punillimcnt. Certainly 
the people at large never ought : for as all pu* 
niOiments are for example towards the conferva* 
tion of the people at large, the people at largo 
can never become the fubjedl of puniftiment by 
any human hand^* It is therefore of infinite 
ifiqx>rtance that ihey ihould not be fuffered to 
imagine that their will, any more dian that 
of kings, is the flandard of right and wrong. 
They ought to be perfuaded that they are full as. 
little entitled^ and far lefs qualified^ with fafety 
to diemielves> *to ufe any arbitrary power what* 
foever ; that therefore they are not, under a falle 
(htw of liberty, but, in truth, to exercife an un- 
natural inverted domination, tyrannically to exadt^ 
from thofe who officiate in the date, not an entire 
devotion to then: intereftj which is their rights 

* Quic^uid ffluUis peccatar iaoUiiiD. 

but 

* 
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but an abjedt fubmiflian to their occafional will 
cxtinguifhing thereby, in a!i thofe who ferve 
them> all moral principle, all fenfe of dignity, 
all life of judgmental and all confiftency of cha- 
ni£ter, whilft by the very &me procefs they give 
ihcfmfelves up a proper, a ibitable, but a moft: 
contennptible prey to th« fervile ambition of popu- 
lar fycophants or courtly flatterers. 

\yhen the people have emptied them^lves of 
alT the liift of fclfifli will, which without religion 
it is utterly impofTiblc they ever fliould, when 
they arc confctous that they exercifc, and cxer- 
cife perhaps in an higher link of the order of 
delegation, the power, which to be legitimate 
mufl: be according to that eternal immutable 
law, in wiuch wiU and reafon are ^he fiune, they 
will be more cirefiil how they place power iti 
bafe and incapable hands. In their nomination 
to office,, they 3«rtll not appoint to the exercifc of 
authority, as to a pitiful job, but as to an holy 
function; not according to their fordid ielfiih 
intereft, nor to their wanton caprice, nor to 
their arbitrary will; but they will confer that 
power (which any man may well tremble to give . 
or to receive) on thofe only, in whom they may 
difcern^that predominant proportion of adtive 
virtue and wifdom, taken together and fitted to 
the charge, fuch, as in the great and inevitable 
mixed mafs of human im^erfeftions and infin^* 
ties, is to be found* 

When they arc habitually convinced that no 
evil can be acceptable, cidier in the aft or the 
pcrmiUlon, to him whofe cffencc is good, they 

will ^ 
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will be b etter able to extirpate out of the iraViCU 
of ail magifirates, civil, ecckfiafticai, or mUitary, 
aay thing that bears the leaft refcmblance to a 
proud and lawlefs domination^ 

But one of tlie liift and mofl- leading prind*. 
pics on which the commonwealth and the laws arc, 
confecrated, is left the temporary pdSeflbrs and . 
life^renters in it, unmindful of what they have re- 
ceived from their anceftors, or of what is due to 
their poftericy, fiiould a£t as if. they were the entire 
mafters; that they ihould not think it amongft 
their rights to cut off the entail, or commit 
wafte on the inheritance, by dcilroying at thdr 
pleaftire the whole original fabric of their fo» 
ciety; hazarding to leave to thofe who come 
after them, a ruin inftead of an habitation — and 
teaching thefe fuccefTors as liule to refpedfc their 
cdntrivancesy as they had thcmfelves relpefted 
the inftitutions of their forefathers. By this un- 
principled facility of changing the ftate as ofceoi 
and as much^ and in as many ways as there srt 
floating fancies or faihions, the whole chain and 
continuity of the commonweaUh would be bro- 
ken. No one generation could link with the other. 
Men wouki become little better than the flics of a 
iiimmen 

And firft of all the fcience of jurifprucknce, 
the pride of. the human inteilea:, which, with 
all its de&ds, redundancies, and errors, is the 
' colle&ed reafon of ages, combining tlie prin- 
ciples of original juftice with the infimtc va- 
ricqr of human concerns, as a heap of old 
cxptoded errors, would be no longer ftudied. 

>Perfonal 

t 
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Perfonal felt-fufficiency and arrogance (the cer- 
tain aaendants upon all thoTe who have ne« 
•vcr experienced a wiiilom greater than thekr 
own) would ufurp the tribunal. Of courfe> no 
certain laws, eftablifliing invariable grounds of 
hope and fear, would keep the actions of men in 
a certain coarfe, at direA them to a 4:ertain end. 
Nothing ftable in the modes of holding pro- 
perty, or exercifing fun&ion, could form a folid. 
ground on which any parent could (peculate in 
the education of his ofispring, or in a choice for 
their future eflablifhment in the world. No prin- 
ciples would be early worked into the habits; 
As ibon as the moft able tnftru£lor had com* 
pleted hb laborbus courle of inftitution, initead 
of fending forth his pupil, accomplifhed in a 
virtuous difcipline, fitted to procure hioi atten- 
tion and rcfpcA, in . his place in fociety, he would 
Rni every thing altered ; and that he had turned 
out a poor creature to the contempt and derifion 
of the world, ignorant of the true grounds of 
^imation* Who would infure a tender and de« 
licate fenfe of honour to beat almoft with the 
firft pulfes of the heart, when no man could 
know what would be the tefl: of honour' in a 
nation, continually varying the ftandard of its 
coin ? No part of life would retain its acquificions. 
Barbarifm with regard to tcience and literature, 
unikilfulneis with regard to arts and manufacr 
tures, would infallibly fucceed to die'want of a 
fleady education and fettled principle ; and thus 
the commonwealth itfelf would^ ia a few genera<» 

tions, crvmble away^ be difoonooft^ into the 
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duft and powder gf individuality^ and at length 
fiifpetfed to all the irinds of hearen. 
' T6 avoid therefore the cirtis of inconftancy 
and verfatility, ten thoufand times worfc than 
thofc of obftinacy and the blindcft prejudice^ wc 
have a>nreaaced the ftate, that no man flioald 
approach to look into defefts'or corruptions: btit 
with due caution ; that he fhould never dream of 
beginning its reformation by its fubverfion ; that 
he Ihould approach to- the faults of the ftate as 
to the wounds of a &ther, mth pious awe and 
trembling foilicitude. By this wife prejudice 
We are taught to look with horror on thofe 
dhildren of their country who are prompt raflily 
to hack that aged parent in pieces, and put him 
into the . kettle of magicians, in hopes that bjr 
their poilbnous weeds* and wild incantations, 
tfiejr may regenerate the patenud conftitution; 

and renovate their father's life. 

* Society is indeed a contra^. Subordinate con* 
traAs for objefts of mere occafional intereft may 
be diffolved at pJeafure^but the ftatb ought not 
to be confidered as nothing better than a partner- 
Ihip agreement in a trade of pepper and cofiee; 
callico or tobacto>or fbme other fuch low concern, 
to be taken up for a little temporary intereft, and 
to be diflblved by the fancy of the parties. It 
is CO be looked on with other reverence becaufe 
it 18 not a partnerlhip in things fubiervient only 
to the grofs animal exiftencc of a temporary and 
pcriihable nature* It is a partnerlhip in all 
fiaences a partnerlhip in all ait; a partnerfhip 

in every virtue, and in all perfe^ion. As the 

ends 
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Itaik of fuch a pactoerihip cannot be obtameci 
in many genefations^ it becomes a partnerlhip 
not only * between thofe who are livings but 
between thofe who are living, thofe who arc 
dead> and thofe who are to be born. Each 
contra&of each particular ftate ifi but a daufe 
in the great prionaeval contraft of eternal fb- 
ciety, linking the lower with the higher na- 
tures> connecting the vifible and invifible worlds 
according to a fixed compad fandioned by the 
inviolable oath which holds all phylical and sdi 
moral natures^ each in their appointed place. 
This law is not fubjedt to the will of thofe, who 
by an obligation above them, and infinitely fur 
perioTi are bound to fubmit their will to chat 
law. The municipal corporations of that uni<^ 
verfal kingdom are not morally at liberty at 
their pleafure, and on their fpecuiations of a 
contingent improvement^ wholly to feparate 
and tear alunder the bands of their fubordi^ 
natc community, and to diflblve it into an un- 
ibcial, uncivil, unconnected chaos of elemen- 
tary principles. It is the firft and fupreme ne* 
ceflity only, a neceffity that is not chofen but 
choofcs, a neceffity paramount to deliberation, 
that admits no difcuiHon^ and demands no evi- 
dence, which alohe can juffify a relbrt to anarchyJ 
This neceffity is no exception to the rule i bc«^ 
caufe this neceffity itfelf is a part too of that 
moral and phyfical difpofition of things to which 
man mud be obedient by confent or force ^ but 
if that whicd is only fubmiffion to necedky 
fliould be made the objcd of choice, the law is 

broken^ 
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^keHj fidtiiit in difbbeyedj and the rebellious 
«re oodaWed) caft forth, artd exiled, from this 
world of reafon, and order, and peace, and vir- 
tue, and fruitful penitence, into the antagonift 
iRforld of madnefs, difcord^ vice, confufion^ and 
toiM^ailing fbrrow; 

Thefe, my dear Sir, are, were, and I think long 
will be the lentimencs of not the leaft learned and 
tefleAingpart of thiar kingdom. They who are in- 
cluded in this defcription, form their opinions on 
fuch grounds as fuch perfons ought to form them. 
The left enquiring receive them from an author 
rity which thofc whom Providence dooms to live 
on truft need not be afhamed to rely on. Thefe 
two forts of men noove in the fame diredion, tho^ 
in a diftrent place* They both move with the 
order of the univerlc. They all know or feel 
this great antient truth : Quod illi principi et 

praepotenti Deo qui omnem hunc mundtinl 

regit, nihil eonim quae quidem fiant in 
•* terris acceptius quam concilia et caetus ho* 

minum jure fcciati quse civitates appellantur*** 
They take this tenet of the head and heart, not 
from the great name which it immediately bears> 
nor from the greater from whence it is derived ; 
but from that which alone can give true weight 
and ian&ion co any learned opinion, the common 
nature and common relation of men. Perfuaded 
that all things ought to be done with reference, 
and referring all to the point of reference to 
which all ihould be dirc&cd, they think them- 
ielves bound, not only as individuals in the 
fancluary of the heart, or as coii|^regaced in that 

I# pcrignai 
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pcrfonal capacity, to renew the memory of 
their high origin and cafts but alfo in Aar 
corporate charafter to perform their- national ho- 
mage to the inftitutor, and author and protedtor 
of civil fociety i without which civil fociety 
man could not by any polTibility arrive at the 
perfeftion of which his nature is capable, nor 
even make a rcmote and faint approach to it. 
They conceive that He who gave our nature to 
' be perfe{i;ed by our virtue, willed alio the ne^ 
ceflkry means of its perfe6bion — He willed 
therefore the ftate — He willed its connexion 
with the fource and original archetype of all per- 
feftion. They who are convinced of this his 
will, which is the law of laws and the Ibvercign 
of fovereigns, cannot think it reprehenfiBle, 
that this our corporate fealty and homagje,. that 
this our recognition of a figniory paramount, f 
had almoft faid this oblation of the ftate it(elf» 
as a worthy offering on the high altar of uni- 
yerfal praife, fliould be performed as all publick 
iblemn a&s are . performed, in buildings, in 
muGck, in decoration, in fpeech, in the dig- 
nity of perfons, according to the ciiiloms of 
.mankind, taught by their nature ^ that is, wit|i 
modeft fplendour, with unaflliming ftate, with 
mild majefty and fobcr pomp. For thofe pur- 
pofes they think forne part of the wealth of the 
country is as ufefully employed as it can be, ia 
fomenting the luxury of individuals. It is the 
publick ornamenc It is the publick confola- 
tion. It nourilhes the publick hope. The 
pooreft man ^ds his own importance and dig-> 
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nity m itj whilft the wealth and pride of uidin«>, 
duab at every moment makes the man of humble 
rank and fortune fenfible of his inferiority, and 
degrades and vilifies his condition. It is for the 
man in humble life> and to raife his nature, and 
to put him in mind of a ftate in which the pri* 
vileges of opulence will ceafe, when he will be 
equal by nature, and may be nnore than equal 
by virtue, that this portion of the general wealth 
of his country is employed and fanftified. 

I afiure you I do not aim at fingularity. I give 
you opinions which have been accepted amongft 
us, fiom very early times to this moment, with 
a continued and general approbation, and which 
indeed are fo worked into my mind, that I am 
unable to diltinguiih what I have learned from 
others from the refults of my own meditation. 

It is 'on fomefuch principles that the majority 
of the people of England, far from thinking a 
religious, national eiiabliihmcnt unlawful, hardly 
chink it lawful to be without one. In France 
you are wholly miftaken if you do not believe us 
above all other things attached to it, and beyond 
all other nations and when this people has 
zdxd unwifely and unjuftifiably In its favour (as 
in ibme inftances they have done mofl: certainly]^ 
in their very errors you will ac lead difcover their 
zeal. 

This principle runs through the whole fyfteni 
of their polity. They do not confider their 

church eftablifhment as convenient, but as «C** 
fcntial to their ftate i not as a thing heteroge- 
neous and feparacblei Ibmething added for ac- 

Lift conunodacioni 
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commodationi what tbcjr may eidia' keop 

lay afide^ according to tbeir temporary ideas 
convenience. They confider it as the foundatioa 
of their whole conftitucion, with which^ and with 
tilery part of which, it holds an indiflbluble 
tinion. Church and ftatc are ideas infeparable ia 
their minds, and fcarcely is the one ever mentionicd; 
without mentioning the other* 

Our education is fo (brmed as to confirm amt 
fix this imprcfTion. Our education is in a man- 
ner wholly in the hands of ecclefiaCticSy and ia 
all ftages from infancy to manhood. Eiren whei^ 
cur youth, leaving fchools and univerfities, enter 
that moft important period of life which begins-" 
to link experience and (ludy togetherj and whea 
with that view they viiit odier countries, inftead 
of old donneftics whom we have feen as gover- 
nors to principal men from other parts, three- 
fourths of thofe who go abroad with our youqg 
.ftoUnty and gentlemen are eccle&aftics f not as 
auftere maftcr:;, nor as mere followers ; but as 
feiends and companions of a graver cbara<5beo and 
a6t feldom perfons as well born as themfeLves* 
With them, as relations, they molt commonly 
keep up a clofe connexion through life. By this 
connexion we conceive that we attach. our gentle- 
men to the church t and we liberalize the church by 
an intercourse with the leading charadters of the 
country. 

So tenacious are we of the old eccleiiailtcal: 
modes and fafliions of inftitution, that very little 

alteration has been made in them fince the four- 
^snth oc ^teenth century » adliering in this par- 

dcular^ 
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ticiihir, as in all things elic> to our old fettled 

maxim, never entirely nor at once to depart from 
antiquity. We found thcfe old inftitutions, on 
the wbolCt favourable to morality and difcipline i 
wd we thought they were Aifceptible of amend- 
^nent, without altering the ground. We thought 
that they were capable of receiving and meliorat- 
ing, and above all of preferving the acceflions of 
fcience and literature, as the order of Providence 
Ihould fucceflively produce them. And afc^r all, 
with this Gothic and monkifli education (for fpch 
it is in the ground-work) we ml^ put in our claim* 
to as ample and as early a fhare in all the im.- 
prpvements in fcience, in arts, and in literature^ 
which have illuminated and adorned the modern 
world, as any other nation in Europe ; we think 
■one main caufe of this improvement was our nQ5 
defpifing -the patrimony pf knowledge whi^h was 
jefc us by our forefathers. 

It is from our attachment to a church cfla- 
blifliment that the Engiilb nation did not ^hink 
it wife to entruft that great fundamental intereft 
<jf the whole to what they truft no part of their 
jcivil or mUitary public fervice, that is to the 
tinfteady and precarious contribution of indivir 
duals. They go further. They certainly never 
have fufFered and never will fuffer the fixed ef- ' 
tate of the church to be converted into a pen* ' 
fioB» to depend on the treafury^ and to be de« 
layed, withheld, or perhaps to be exdnguifhed 
by 6fcal difficulties; which difficulties may fbme- 
jtimes be pretended for political purpofes, and 
fyEi often brought on by the extravagance^ 
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negligence^ and rapacity of politicians. The peo-^ 

pie of England think that they have conftitu- 
tional motives, as well as religious, againft any 
projed of turning their independent clergy into 
ecdefiaftical penfioners of ftate. They treaible 
for their liberty, from the influence of a clergy 
dependent on the crown they tremble for 
the public tranquillity from the diforders of a 
&dioiis clergy, if it were made to depend upon 
any other than the crown. They therefore made 
their church, like their king and their nobility, 
independent* 

Prom the united confiderations of religion and 
Gonftitutional policy, from their opihion of a duty 
to make a fure provifion for the confolation of 
the feeble and the inftrudion of the ignorant, they 
have incorporated and idendfied the eftate of the 
church mth the mafs of private property y of which 
the ftate is not the proprietor, either for ufe or do- 
minion, but the guardian only ^d the regulator* 
They have ordained that the provifion of this efta* 
bliihment might be as ftable as the earth on which 
it ftands, and fliould not fiut^uate with the Eu- 
ripus of funds and actions. 

The men of England, the men, I mean, of light 
and leading in England, whofe wifdom (if they 
have any) is open and diretfl, would be aHiamcd, 
as of a filly deceitful trick, to profefs any reli-* 
gion in name, which by their proceedings they 
appeared to contemn. If by their conduct (the 
only language that rarely lies) they feemed to 
regard the great ruling principle of the moral 

and the natural world^ as a mere invention to 

keep 
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keep the vulgar in obedience, they apprehend 
that by fuch a conduA they would defeat the 
politic purpofe they have in ^iew« They would 
find it difficult to make others to believe in a 
fyilem to which they manifcftly gave no credit 
liieniielves. The Chriftian ftatefmen of this land' 
would indeed iirft provide for the multitude ; be^ 
caufe it is the multitude j and is therefore, as fuch, 
the firft objedl in the ecclefiaftical inftitution, and 
in 'all inftitutions. They have been taught, 
that the circumftance ' of- the gofpel's being 
preached to tlie poor, was one of the great 
tefis of its true mii&on* They think, theres- 
fore, that thofe do not believe it, who do not 
take care it fhoiild be preached to the poor. 
But as they know that charity is not confined 
te any one defcription, but ought to apply itfelf 
to all men who have wants, they are not de- 
prived of a due and anxious fcnfation of pity to 
the diftrofies of the miferable great. They are 
not repelled through a faftidious delicacy, at the 
flench of their arrogance and prefumption, from 
a medicinal attention to their mental blotches 
and running fores. They are fenfible, that le* 
Ugious inftruftion ts of more coniequenee to 
thenn dian to any others j from the greatncfs of 
the temptatioR to which they are expofedi from 
the important confequences that attend their 
faults ; from the contagion of their ill example ; 
fiom the neceility of bowing down the Hubborn 
neck of their pride and arnbition to the yoke of 
iBoderation and virtue i fix>m a eonfideration of 
itic iat ihipidicy and grofs ignorance cofiQcrning 
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^hat irnporn men moft to know, which prevails 
courtSj aod tbc head of araues, ia 
Ibiiaie^j M muck «s at (he loom and in ^ 

The Englifti people arc fatisfied, that to the 
great the confolations of religion ase as necefiaiy 
as iu iaftni&a«o9-^ Thtf coo are among the ua« 
happy. TKey fisel poribnal pain aod dametfc 
forrow. In thefe (hey have no privilege, bu% 
9^vt fubjed to pay their full contingent to tho 
coatnbutioos IcvkA oa toontOtf. They wane 
this foverrign balsn under their gnawing cares 
^d anxieties, which being lefs converiaQt 
about ibe limited waats of animal li£b» magp 
Ivithout limi^ and are diverfified by iofinice 
combinations in the wild and unbounded re- 
gions of iqnaginatiao* Some chvitabk dole ia 
waatiag to thtk^ owr efiea vierjr unl^qpijr fare» 
thren, to ftU dk gtoomy that neigns ia 
minds which have nothing on earth to hope 
or (Wf fyamhipig to relieve in the killing 
languor aad Qver-labomd MStude of diofe 
who have nothing to do j iboaething to excite an 
^pp^etitc to cxiftence in the palled fatiety which 
zftfindz on 4^ pleafures whi^ may fae ixn^fbl^ 
where natune is nat left ^ her avn pvoceiSj^ 
where even defire is anticipated, and therefore * 
fr-uicion diefeated hy meditaced ich^mes and con- 
trivances of. 4el^h| } and np uttorfol, na ohftade^ 
i% intcrpafed I:tetween the wifli aad the accom- 

plifhment. . 

THe people of England kaow how little in- 
f^Hlfisi^ tb$ teachers 9f religion are iilcel>|r to haw 
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ibridi ijbe wealthy and powerful* of bng ftandli^^ 
and how much lefs with the newly fortunate, if 

they appear in a manner no way afforted to thofc 
with whom they muft aflbciate, and over whom 
they muft even ezercife^ in fome caies^ fome- 
thing like an authority. What muft they think 
of that body of teachers, if they fee it in no 
part above the eftablifhmenc of their domeftic. 
ifervantsf If the poverty were voluntary, there 
might be fome diirercncc. Strong inftances of 
iclf-deniai operate powerfully on our minds; 
and a man who has no wants has obtained great 
freedom and firmnefs, and even dignity. But as 
the mafs of any defcription of men are but men, 
and their poverty cannot be voluntary, that dif- 
refpeft mhidi attends upon all Lay poverty, will 
not depart from the Ecclefiaftical. Our pro- 
vident conilitution has therefore taken care that 
diofe who are to inftruft prelumptuous ig- 
norance, thofe who are to be cenfors over info- 
lent vice, fliould neither incur their contempt, 
nor live upon their alms; nor will it tempt the 
rich to a negiedb of the true medicine of their 
minds. For thefe reafons, whilft we provide firft 
for the poor, and with a parental iblicitude, we 
have not relegated rdigion (like fomething we 
inrere alhamed to fliew) to obfeure municipalities 
or ruftic vilhigcs. No ! We will have h«r to exalt 
her mitred front in courts and parliaments. We 
wiH have her mixed throughout the whole tnafs 
jof life, and blended with all the clafles of fociety. 
^he people of England will Ihew to the haughty 

potentates 
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{xMeotaties of the worlds and jtp their talking Ib^ 
phifters, that a free, a generous^ an informed 
nation, honours the high magiftrates of ics 
church} that it will not fufFcr the infoiencc of 
wealth and tides, or any other fpecies of proud 
pretenfion, to look down with fcorn upon what 
they look up to with reverence i nor prelume to 
trample- on that acquired perfonai nobility » 
which they intend always to be, and which often 
is the fruit, not the reward, (for what can be the 
reward ?) of learning, piety^ and virtue. They 
can fee, without pain or grudging, an Archbiihop 
precede a Duke. They can fee a Bifhop of Dur- 
bam^ or a Bilhop of Winchefter, in poficflloii 
of ten thoufand pounds a year and cannot con* 
ceive why it is in worfe hands than eftates to the 
like amount in the hands of this Earl, or that 
Squire ; although it may be true, that fo many 
dogs and horfes are not kept by die for-> 
mer, and fed with the vidluals which ought to 
nouriih the children of the people. It is true» 
the whole church revenue is not always em* 
ployed, and to every fhilling, in charity; nor 
perhaps ought it but fomething is generally 
lb employed. It is better to chehfh virtue and 
humanity, by leaving much to free will, even 
with fome lofs to the obje6b, than to attempt 
to make men mere machines and inftrumems of 
a polidcal benevolence. The world on the whole 
will gain by a liberty, without which virtue can* 
4>ot exift. 

When ooc^ the commonweakh h^s eftaUiil^ed. 

did 
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the ^tes of the church as propert]r> it can, 
confiftentiy, hear nothing of the more or the 

lefs. Too much and too little are trcafon againft 
property. What evil can arife from the quan- 
utj in any hand, .whilft the fupreme authority 
has the foil, fovereign fuperintendance over this, 
as over all property, to prevent every fpccics of 
abufe; and, whenever it notably deviates, to give 
to it a diredtion agreeable to the purpofes of its 
inftitution. 

In England moft of us conceive that it is envy 
and malignity towards thofe who are often the 
beginners of their own fortune, and not a love, 
of the felf-denial and mortification of the an- 
tient church, that makes fome look aikance at 
the diftindions, and honours, and revenues^ whichj 
taken from no perfon, are fet apart for virtue. 
The ears of the people of England are diftinguilh- 
ing. They hear thefe men fpeak broad. Their 
tongue betrays them. Their language is in the 
patois of fraud ; in the cant and gibberifh of hypo-' 
crify. The people of pngland muft think fo, when 
thefe praters affeft to carry back the clergy to 
that primitive evangelic poverty which, in the 
fpirit, ought always to exift in them, (and in us 
too, however we may like it) but in the thing 
muft be varied, when , the relation of that body 
to the ilate is altered ; when manners, when 
modes of life, when indeed the whole order of 
human affairs has undergone a total revolution* 
We ihall believe thofe reformers to be then 
liope(l: ei^thufialks^ not as now we think them, 

(^hcata 
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cheats and deceivers, when we fee them throw^ 
ing their owa goods into conomon, and fub- 
initting their own perfoos to the aiiflere diici- 
pline of the early church. 

With thefe ideas rooted in their niind% the 
eomnioos of Great Britain^ in the national emer- 
gencies, will never feek their lefimrce 6rom ibe 
confifcation of the cftates of the church and poor. 
Sacrilege and profcription are not among the 
ways and means in our conunittee of fupply. The 
- Jews in Change Alley have not yet dared to hint 
their hopes of a mortgage on the revenues be- 
longing to the fee of Canterbury* ( am not 
afraid that I fl>aU be dilavowed, when I afliire 
you that there is not orie public man in this 
kingdaiDt whom yxni would wiih to quote; np 
not one of any party or defcriptioOs who does 
not reprobate che dilhonefl, perfidious, and cruel 
confifcation which the national affembly has been 
compdkd to make of that property which i( Wjis 
fheir firft duty to proteA^ 

It is with the exultation of a little natural 
pride I tell you, that thofe amongfl: u% who 
hsLYfi wiibed to pledge the ibcietiea of Paris 
fbe eup pf their abominadons, have been di&p^ 
pointed. The robbery of your church has 
proved a lecurity to the pofTeHiioas of ours, li 
has TQuM ^ pcapk. Tbey iee with honop 
and alarm that enoroiou^ and fhtmeicfs ad of 
profcription. It has opened, and will more and 
•pnore open their eyes upon the ielfifh enlarge* 
ptent pf mind^ and the Qarrow liberality of fen^ 
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tiintnt of inGdious men^ which commencing m 
dole hypocrify and firtod have ended ia open 

violence and rapine. At home we behold fimi- 
lar begionings. We are on our guaid agaioft 
fimikr condufions. 

I hope we fliall never be fo totally loft to all I 
fenfe of the duties impofisd upon us by the law 
of ibcial unioii, as^ upon any pretext of pub^ 
lie lemce» to confiicate the goods of a fingle 
unoffending citizen. "Who but a tyrant (a j 
name expreiiive of every thing which can vi- 
tiate aod dcgirade human nature) could chink 
of feizing on the property of men, nmctv&dp 
unheard, untried, by whole defcriptions, by 
hundreds and thouiknds together i who that had 
not loft every. trace of hunoanity could think 
of caftlng down men of exalted rank and lacred 
fun(flion, fome of them of an age to. call at once 
for reverence and compalfion, ' of cafting them 
down from the higheft fituatbn in, the common* 
wealth, wherein they were maintained by their 
own landed property^ to a ftate of indigence^ de- 
preflion and contempt i 

The confifcators truly have made lome allow- 
ance to their viftims from the fcraps and frag- 
ments of their own tables from which they have 
been ib harfhly driven, and which have been {9 
bountifully fprcad for a feaft to the harpies of 
ufury. But to drive men from independence to 
live on alms is itielf great cruelty. That which 
might be a tolerable condition, to men in one 
ftate of life, and not habituated to other things, 
may^ when all tbefc circumftaaces are altered^ be a 

dreadful 
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dreadful revolution ; and one to which a virtu- 
ous mind would feel pain in condemniilg any. 
guilt except that which would demand the li^ 

of the offender. But to many minds this punifh- 
ment of degradation and infamy is worfe than death. 
Undoubtedly it is an infinite aggravation of 
this ' cruel fuffering» that the perions who wert 
taught a double prejudice in fevour of religion, 
by education and by the place they held in the 
adminiftration of its functions, are to receive the 
Tetnnants of their property as alms from die pro* 
fene and impious hands of thofe who had plun- ■ 
dered them of ail the reft ; to receive, not from 
the charitable contributions of the faithful, but 
' from the iniblent tendemefa of known and avow- 
ed Atheifm, the maintenance of religion, mea- 
lured <xit to them on the ftandard of the con- 
tempt in which it is held; and for the pur- 
pofe of rendering thofe who receive the allow- 
ance vile and of no eftimatibn in the eyes ot 
mankind. 

' ' But this aft of feizure of property, it feems, 
is a judgn^ent in law, and not a confUca- 
. • tton. They have, it feems, found out in the 
academies of the Palais Royale^ and the Ja-- 
cobinsy that certain men had no right to the 
poffeflions which they held under law» ufage^ 
the decifions of courts, and the accumulated pre- 
fcription of a thoufand years. They fay that 
ecckfiailics are fiftitious perfons, creatures of 
the ftate; whom at pleafure they may deftroy^ 
and of courfc limit and modify in every particu- 
lar i that the goods they polTci^ arc hot pro-^ 
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perly theirs, but belong to the ftate which cre- 
ated the fiftion; and we are therefore not to 
trouble ourfelvcs with what they may fufier in 

their natural feelings and natural pcrfons, on 
account of what is done towards ihem in this 
their conftrudtive charader. Of what import 
is it» under what names you injure men, and de* 
prive them of the juft emoluments of a profeflion, 
in which they were not only permitted but en- 
couraged by the ftate to engage; and upon the 
fuppofed certainty of which emoluments they 
had formed the plan of their lives, contrafted 
debtSi and led multitudes to an entire dependence 
upon them ? 

You do not imagine. Sir, that I am going to 
compliment this miferable diftin&ion of peribna 
with any long difcuflion. The arguments of ty-» 
ranny are as contemptible as its force is dreadful. 
• Had not your confifcators by thcif early crimes 
obtained a power which fecures indemnity to all the 
crimes of which they have fince been guilty, or 
that they can commit, it is not t!ie fyllogifm of 
the logician but the lafh of the executioner that 
would have refuted a fophiftry which becomea 
an accomplice of theft and murder. The fo* 
pbiHiick tyrants of Paris are loud in their decla- 
madons againft the departed regal tyrants who 
in former ages have vexed the world. They are 
thus bold, bccaufe they are fafe from the dun- 
geons and iron cages of their old maders. Shall 
we be more tender of the tyrants of our own 
timcj when we fee them a£tlng worfe tragedies 

under 
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under our eyes ? fliall we not ufe the fame 
ketty that they do, when we can ufe ic with the 
lame iafety i when to fpeak honeft troth only re* 
quires a contempt of the opinions of thofe whofe 
adions we abhor i 

This outrage on aU the rights of property wag 
at firft covered with what» on the fyftem of 
their condufl:, was the moft aftoniftiing of all pre-* 
texts*— a regard to national faith* The eoemiet 
to property at firft pretended a moft tendei^ 
delicate, and fcrupulous anxiety for keeping the 
king's engagements with the public creditor* 
Theie profeffiva pf the rights, of men are ib 
bufy in teaching others, that they have not 
leifure to learn any thing themfclvesj otherwife 
they would have known that it is to the property 
of the citizeot and not to the demands of the 
creditor of the ftate, that the firft and original 
faith of civil fociety is pledged. The claim of 
the citizea is prior in time, paramount in tide^ 
iuperior in equity. The fortunes of iodm^ 
duals, whether poflefied by acquifition, or by 
defcentf or ia virtue of a participation in the 
gpods of ibme. community, were no part of the 
creditor's fecurity,. exprelTed or implied. They 
never fo much as entered into his head when he 
made his bargain. He well knew that the pub- 
lic> whether rq)re£ented. by a. monarchy or by a 
fenatr, can pledge nothing but the public eftate ; 
and it can have no public eftate, except in what 
it derives from a juft and proportioned impoii«- 
ttoa upon the citizens at large* This was en- 
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Igiiged, and nothing elfe could be engaged to the 
public creditor. No man can mortgage his in- 
juftice as a pawn for his fidelity. 

It is impoITible to avoid fome obfervation on 
the contradiftions caufed by the extreme ri- 
gour and the extreme laxity of the new public 
faith, which influenced in this tranfadioua and 
which influenced not according to the nature 
cf the obligation^ but to the defcription of the 
pcrfons to whom it was engaged. No a6ls of 
the old government of the kings of France are 
held valid in the National aflfembly, except its 
pecuniary engagements; ads of all others of 
the moft ambiguous legality. The reft of the 
a£ts of that royal government are confldered in 
fi> odious a light, that to have a claim under 
its authority is looked on as a fort of crime. A 
penfion, given as a reward for fervice to the 
ftate^ is furely as good a ground of property as 
any fecurity for money advanced to the ftate. It 
is a better ; for money is paid, and well paid, to 
obtain that fervice. We have however feen 
multitudes of people under this defcription in 
France, who never had been deprived of their 
allowances by the moft arbitrary minifters, in the 
moft arbitrary times, by this aflembly of the 
rights of men, robbed without mercy. They 
were told, in anfwer to their claim to the bread 
earned with their blood, that their fervices had 
not been rendered to the country that now 
exifts. 

This laxity of public faith is not confined to 
thofc unfortunate perfons. The aflfembly, with 

M perfcdt 



^Tfe& confifteocy it niuft.be owned, 

in a refpeAable deliberation bow far it is bound 

by the treaties made with other nations under the 
former government, and their Commiccee \& ta 
report which of them they ought to ratify^ and 
which nor. By this means they have put the cx- 
ternal fidelity of this virgin ftatc on a with 
its internal. 

It is not eafy to conceive upo/i what ratioagi 
principle the royal government (bould not, of 
the two, rather have pofiefled the power of re-* 
warding fervicci and making treacie^^ in virtue of 
its prerogative, than that of pledglpgjco credLir 
tors the revenue of tlie ftate aAual and poi&blc. 
The treafure of the nation, of all things, has 
been the leaft aljiowed to the prerogative of tb^ 
king of Francei or to tHe prerogative of aogr kipg 
in Europe. To mortgage the public revenue im- 
plies the fovereign dominion, in the fuileft fcnfe, 
over the public purfe. It goes far beyond the iiuSL 
even of a temporary and occafional'taxatioar 
The afts however of that dangerous power (the 
diftindlivc mark of a bound lefs defpotifm) hav^s 
been alone held fficred. Whence arofe this|»re» 
ferente given by a democratic aifembly to a, 
body of property deriving its title from the moft 
critical and obnoxious of all the exertions of 
monarchical authority ? Reafoa can furniih 49* 
thing to reconcile inconfiftency | nor can par« 
rial favour be accounted for upon equitable 
principles. But the contradidion and partiality 
which admit no jufliEcatkuijt arf not the leis 
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without an adequate caufe; and that caufe I do 
not think it di&cuit to difcover. 

Bf the Yift debt of Prance « great monied 
intercft had MenfiMy gramn up, and with it H 

great power. By the ancient iifages which pre- 
vailed in chat kingdom, the general circulation 
af prDptrC7> dnd.i& pardcular the mntiial cooh 
vertibility of land into money, and of money into 
land, had always been a matter of difficulty, 
Faihily fettieiaeBts, rather nlore genend and more 
ftrift than chey we ki England, the jMsreiraOu^ 
the great mafs of landed property held by the 
crown, and by a maxim of the French law held 
. iifialieiiab]y» the vaR cftates of the ^clefiafiie 
eorponKioiiSi— -^11 thefe had kept the landed and 
monied interefts more feparated in France, Icfs 
mifcible, and the owners of the two diliind fpe-i. 
cies of property not fo well difpoied to each other 
m they are in this comtry. 

The monied property was long looked on 
with rather an evil eye by the people- They 
faw it conneded with their diftrefles, and ag- 
gravating thcnri, it was no lefs envied by the 
old landed intcrelts, partly for the fame rcalbnu 
that rendered it obnoxious to the people, but 
much more fo as it eclipfed> by the fplendcKir 
of an oftentatious luxury, the unendowed pt^ 
digrees and naked titles of feveial among the 
nobility. Even when the nobility, which re- 
prelenced the more permiKient landed intereft^ 
united themfclves by marriage (which fome- 
times was the cafe) with the other dcfcri|)tion, 
the wealth which faved the family from ruin, 
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was fuppofed to contaminate and degrade rt» 
Thus the enmities and heart-burnings of thefe 
parties were encreafed even by the ufual nieans 

by which difcord is made to ceafe, and quarrels 
are turned into friendlhip. In the mean time^ 
the pride of the wealthy men, not noble or newly 
noble, encreafed with its caufe. They felt with 
refentment an inferiority, the grounds of which 
they did not acknowledge. There was no 
meafure to which they were not willing to lend 
themfelvesj irforder to be revenged of the otit- 
rages of this rival pride, and to exalt their wealth 
to what they confidered-as its natural rank and 
cftimation. They ftruck at the nobility throngli 
the crown and the church. They attacked 
them particularly on the fide on which they 
thought them the mofl: vulnerable, that is, the 
pofieflions of the church, which, through the 
patronage of the crown, generally devolved upon 
the nobility. The bifhopricks, and the great 
commendatory abbies, were, with few exception^ 
held by that order. 

In this ftate of real, though not always perceived 
warfare between the noble ancient landed intereft, 
and the new monied intereft, the greateft becaufe 
the moft applicable ftrength was in the hands of 
the latter. The monied intereftts in its nature 
more ready for any adventure and its poffeHors 
, more difpofed to new enterprifes of any kind., 
Being of a recent acquiiition, it falls in more 
naturally with any novelties. It is therefore the 
kind of wealth which will be reforted to by all 
who wilh for change* 
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Aloog with the monied interefl, a new de- 
fcription of men had grown up, with whom that 
intereft foon formed a clofe and marked union 

I mean the political men of Letters. Men of 
Letters, fond of diftinguifhing thcmfelvcs, are 
rarety averfe to innovation. Since the decline 
of the life and greatnefs of Lewis the XlVth, they 
were notfo much cultivated either by him, or by 
the regent,or the fucceflbrs to the crown ; nor were 
they engaged to the court by favours and emolu- 
ments fo ryftematically as during the fplendid 
period of that oftentatious and not impolitic 
reign. What they loft in the old court pro- 
teftion they endeavoured to make up by joining 
in a fort of incorporation of their own j to which 
the two academies of France, and afterwards, the 
vaft undertaking of the Encyclopaedia, carried 
on by a fociety of thefe gentlemen, did not a 
little contribute. 

The literary cabal had fome years ago formed 
fomething like a regular plan for the deftrudlion 
of the Chriftian religion. This objcdl they pur- 
fqed with a degree of zeal which hitherto had 
been difcovered only in the propagators of fome 
fyftem of piety. They were poficiVcd with a fpi- 
rit of profelytifm in the moit fanatical degree i 
and from thence by an eafy progrefs, with the 
fpiritof periecution according to their means. 
What was not to be done towards their great 
end by any dired: or immediate ad, might be 
wrought by a longer procefs through the medium 
of opinion. To command that opinion, the firft 
to edabliib a dominion over thole who di- 
lipft i%f Thejr* contrived to poiTcfs themfeives, 
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with great method and perfeverance^ of all. the 

avenues to literary fame. Many of them indeed, 
ftood high in the ranks of literature and fci- 
ehce. The world bad done themjuftice; and ia 
favoiir of general talents forgave the evil ten-- 
dency of their peculiar principles. This was 
true* liberality J which they, returned by endca*- 
vourin'g to confine the reputation of fenfe, learn- ^ 
ing, and taftc to themfelves or their followers. 
Twill venture to fay that this narrow, exclufivc 
ipirit has not been lefs prejudicial to literature; 
•and to tafte> than to morals and true philofopby. 
Thefe Atheiftical fathers have a bigotry of their 
own ; and they have learnt to talk againft monks 
with the ipirit of a monk. But in foipe things 
they are men of the world. I'he refources of . 
intrigue are called'inr to fupply the defefts of ar- 
gument and wit. To this fyftcm of literary mo- 
nopoly was joined an unremitting indultry to 
blacken and difcredit iix every wa^, and by every 
means, all thofe who did not hold to their fadioa« 
To thofe who havt obferved the fpirit of their 
condud, it has long been clear that nothing was 
wanted but the power of tarrying the intolerance 
of the tongue and of the pen into a pcrfecution 
which would flrike at property, liberty, and 
life. 

' The defultory and faint perfecution tarried on 
agaiiift them, more from compliance with form 

and decency than with ferious refentment, neither 
weakened their Itrength, nor relaxed their efforts. 
The iffue of the whole was, that what with 
o^ofition, and what with fuccefs, a violent and 
sinlfgnant zeal^ of a kind hitherto unknown in 
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the wor!<f, had tzknn ah crttirc poflefiion of their 

minds, and rendered their whole converfation,. 
Mrhich otherwife would have been pleating and 
inftruftive, perfcSly di(gu(ling. A fpirit of ca- 
bal, intrigue, and profelytifm, pervaded all their 
thoughts, woidst ^nd a&ions. And, as concro* 
v«riial zeal Toon turns its thoughts on force^ they* 
began to infinuate themfelves into a correfpond- 
cnce with foreign princes in hopes, through their 
authority^ which at firft they flattered>they might 
bring about the changies they had in view. To 
them it was indifferent whether thefe changes 
were to be. accomplilhcd by the thunderbolt of 
ddjpotiim^ or by the earthquake of popular com- ' 
iflotidn. * TKe correfpondcnce between this ca- 
bal, and the late king of Prulfia, will throw no 
fmali light upon the fpirit of all their proceed- 
ings. For the fame purpofe for which they in- 
trigued with princes, they cultivated, in a diftin- 
gulflied manner, the monied intereft of France ^ 
and partly through the means furnilhed by thofe 
wfioft peculiar offices gave them the mod exten- 
live and certain means of communication, they 
carefully occupied all the avenue^ to opinion. 

Writers, efpecially when they aA in a bgdy^ 
and with one diredion, have great influence on 
the public mind j the alliance iliereforc of thefe 
writers with the monied intereft had no fmall 
effeft in removing the popular odium and envy 
vhich attended that fpecies of wealth. Thefe 
writers^ like the propagators of ail novelties, 
pit£ended to a great zeal for the poor, and the 
lower orders, whilft in their fatires they rendered 
^tuteful> by every exaggeration, the faults of courts^ 
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of nobHit7» and of priefthood* They became a 

fort of demagogues. They ferved as a link ta 
unite, in favour of one objedk, obnoxious wealch 
to reftlefs and defpcrate poverty. 

As thefe two kinds of men appear principal 
leaders in all the late tranfadions, their jundtion 
and politics will ferve to account^^ not upon any 
principles of law or of policy, but as a e^ufe, for 
the general fury with which all the landed pro-, 
perry of ecclefiadical corporations has been.ac*, 
tacked $ and the great care whichj contrary ta 
their pretended principles, has been taken, of a 
monied interell originating from the authority of 
the crown. Ail the envy againft wealth and 
power, was artificially dire&ed againft other de^ 
fcriptions of riches. On what other principles than 
that which I have ftated can we account for an ap- 
pearance fo extraordinary and unnatural as that 
of the ecclefiaftical pofleffions, which had ftopd foi 
tiiany fucceliions of ages and fhocks of civil vio- 
lences, and were guarded at oncebyjuflice,and by 
prejudice, being applied to the payment of debts, 
-^0£nparatively recent, invidious, and cpntradcd 
by a decried and fubverted government ? 

Was the public eftace a lufiicient ftake for th^ 
public debts? AfTume that it was not, aiid that a 
lofs mufi be incurred fomewhere— When the only 
cftate lawfully polTefTed, and which the contradt- 
ing parties had in contemplation at the time in 
which their bargain was made, happens to fail, 
who, according to the principles of natural and 
legal equity, ought to be the fufFerer? Certainly 
it ought to be either the party who trufted ; or 
the party who perfuaded him to trufti or. both i 

and 
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mad not third parties who had no concern with 
die trenfadion. Upon any infolvencythey ought 
to fuffer who were weak enough to lend upon 
bad fecuricy, or they who fraudently held out a 
fccurity that was not valid, Lawaare acquainted 
ivith no other rules of decifion. But by the new 
inftitute of the rights of men, the only perfonSt 
ipho in equity ought to fufier, are the only per- 
ibns who are to be faved haTmleTs : thofe are to 
anfwcr the debt who neither were lenders or bor^ 
jowers, mortgagers or mortgagees. 

What had the clergy to do with thefc tranf- 
aAions i What had they to do with any public 
engagement further than the extent of their own 
debt? To that, to be fure, their eftates were 
bound to the laft acre. Nothing can lead more 
to the true fpirit of the affembly which fits for 
public confifcation, with its new equity and its 
new morality, than an attention to their pro- 
feeding with regard to this debt of the clergy. 
The body of confifcators, true to that monied 
intcreft for which they were falfe to every other, 
|iave found the clergy competent to incur a 
legal debt. Of courfe they declared them le- 
gally entitled to the property which their power 
of incurring the debt and mortgaging the eftate 
implied I recognizing the rights of thofe per- 
fecuted cidzens, in the very aft in which they 
were thus grofsly violated. 

If, as i faid, any perfons are to make good 
deficiencies to the public creditor, befides the 
public at large, they muft be thofe who managed 
the agreement. Why therefore are not ihc 
f Hates of all the comptrollers general conhfcatcd ? 

Why 
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Wby not thofe of theleng fucce^flon etminittm^ 
Bmanaen,' tnd hemkm mko have been enridi'cif 

whilft the nation was inipoverifhccl by their deal- 
ings and their cotinfels ? Why is not the cftate 
of Mr* Laboiade declared forfeited rather tfiaa of 
th^ arckbifliop of Parby who has- had nothifig- to^ 
db in the creation or in the jobbing of the pub- 
lic funds. Otj- if you muft cunfifcate old landed' 
cfiatea in {avour of the mohejr^jobbers^ whf is* 
the penaky eonfined' to one defbription ? 'I do- 
not know whether the expences of the duke dc* 
Choifcul have left any thiag of the inBaice fums 
which he had derived from the boonty hta- 
matter, during the tmnfa^ions of a reign which' 
contributed largely, by every fpecies of prodi- 
gality in war and peace» to the prefent debt of 
France, tf any foch remains, why is not this con- - 
fifcated ? I remember to have been in Paris dur- 
ing the time of the old government, I was there 
juft after the duke d'AigaiUon had been fnatched ' 
(asitwasgeotrallythought)fromthebio<;k by the 
hand of a proteftingdefpotifm. He was a miniftcr, 
and had Ibme concern in the affairs of that prodigal 
period* Why do I- not fee iiis eftate dcHvered up 
to the municipalities* in which it is fitbated ? The 
noble family of Noailles have long been fcrvants, 
(meritorious fervants I admit) to the crown of 
France, and have had of courfe fome fhare in 
its bounties. Why do 1 hear nothing of the ap- 
plication of their edates to the public debt? 
Why is the eftate of the duke de Rochefbnc^ule 
more facred than that of the cardinal de Roche- ' 
fouClAuIt? ,The former is, 1 doubt not, a worthy 

peifon 
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perfoo i suid {if it wem not a fort of pioiancfieit 
to talk of the life, as afibfting the title to pro* 

perty) he makes a goodufe of his revenues; but 
it is no difrefped to hiai to fay, what authentic 
iDformation well warraotst me in (fif ing, that tfa^^ 
ufe made of a property equally valid, by his bro- 
ther the cardinal archbifliop of Rouen, was far 
more laudable and far more public-fpirited. Caa- 
one hear of the profcrlption of fooh perfons, and 
the confifcation of their efFcdts, without indigna- 
tion and horror i He is not a man who does not • 
feel fueh emotions on fuch occafions* He doea 
not deferve the name of a free man who will not 
cxprefs them. 

Few barbarous conquerors have ever made fq * 
terrible a revolution ia property. None of the * 
heads of the Roman fadtions, when they efta-: 
bliihed crudelem illam Hajtam'' in all their auo 
tions of rapinej have ever fet up to fale the gooda ' 
of the conquered citizen to fuch an enormotis 
amount. It muft be allowed in favour of thofe * 
tyrants of antiquity, that what was done by them 
could hardly be faid to be done in cold Uood. 
Their paflaons were inflamed, their tennpers foar* - 
ed, their underftandings confufcd, with the fpirit 
of revenge, with the innumerable reciprocated 
and recent infiidions and retaliations of blood 
and rapine. They were driven beyond all bounds 
of moderation by the apprehenuon of the return 
of power with the retwn of property to the fft* 
milies of thole they had injured beyond all hope 
pf forgivenefs. 

Thefe Roman confilcatorsy who were ya only 
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in the elements of tyranny, and were not in- 
ftruAcd in the rights, of men to exercife all forts 
of cracltics on each ' other without provocation, 
thought it neceffary to fpread a fort of colour 
over their injuftice. They confidered the van- 
quiihed party as compofed of traitors, who had 
borne arnns, or otherwifc had adled with hoftility 
againil: the commonwealth. They regarded them 
$is perfons who had forfeited their property by 
their crimes. With you, in your improved ftate 
of the human mind, there was no fuch formality. 
You feized upon five millions (lerling of annual 
rent, and turned forty or fifty thoufand human 
creatures out of their houfes, becaufe « fuch was 
your pleafurc." The tyrant, Harry the Eighth 
of England, as he was not better enlightened 
than the Roman Marius's and Sylla*s, and had 
not ftudied in your new fchools, did not know 
what an cffeduai inftrumcnt of defpotifm was 
to be found in that grand magazine of ofienfive 
weapons, the rights of men. When he rcfolvcd 
to rob the abbics, as the club of the Jacobins» 
have robbed all the ecclefiaftics, he began by 
letting on foot a commiflion to examine into the 
crimes and abufcs which prevailed in thofe com-? 
munities. . As it might be expected, his commif- 
fion reported truths, exaggerations, and falf. 
hoods. But truly or falfely it reported abufes 
and ofFertc^s. Flowever, as abufcs mi^jht be 
corre^led, as every crime of perfons does not in- 
fer a forfeiturie with regard to communities, and 
as property, in that dark age, was not difcovered 
to bo {I preact^c Qf prejudice^ all thofe abutes 
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(and there were enough of them) were hardly* 
thought fufficient ground for fuch a confifcation 
as it was for his purpofes to make. He there* 
fore procured the formal furrender of theie 
eftates. All thefc operofe proceedings were a- 
dopted by one of the moft decided lyranu in the 
rolls of biftory, as neceflary preliminaries, before 
he could venture^ by bribing the members of his 
two fervile houfes with a ihare of the fpoil, and 
holding out to them an eternal immunity from 
taxation, to demand a confirmation of his iniquit- 
ous proceedings by an aft of parliament. Had 
fate refcrved him to our times, four technical 
terms would have done his bufinefs, aiid faved 
him all this trouble ; he needed nothing more 
than one (hort form of incantation — " Fhilofa^hj^ 
Lights Liberality y the Rights of Men.'' 

I can fay nothing in praife of thofe a£b of ty- 
ranny, which no voice has hitherto ever com- 
mended under any of their falfe colours j yet in 
• thefe falfe colours an homage was paid by deipo- 
tifm to juftice. The power which was above all 
fear and all remorfe was not fet above all ihame. 
Whilft fliame keeps its watch. Virtue is not 
wholly extinguifhed in the heart ; nor will Mo- 
deration be utterly exiled from the minds of 
tyrants. 

I believe every honeft man fympathizes in his 
reflections with opr political poet on that occa- 
fion, and will pray to avert the omen whenever 

thefe a6ls of rapacious defpotifm prefcnt them- 

fclves to his view or his imagination ; 

May no fuch ftorm ^ 
^ Fall on our times, where ruin muft reibmi. 
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• Tefl «ie (my mufe) wha» «)oiiftrous, dire offender 
What crimes could any Chriftian king iuceufe 
•* To fuch a ra<Te? Was't luxury, or luft ? 
« \V3iS he (o temperate, fo chafte, fq juA? 
*^ Were thefe their crimes ? they were his own much 
• ^^more; 

' * But wealth it crime enough to him that's poor*.** 

This fame wealth, which is at all times treafon 
tnd I^e nation to indigent aad rapacious de^« 
txSko, under all modes of poUtj, was your tenopta* 
Cion to laol^ie property, law, and fietigion, united 
in one objcd:. But was the ftate of France fa 
vuetched and jundone, that lao other refourae 
bat rapine remained to firefttm its exiftence? 
On thi» point I wilh to receive fome informa- 
tioq» When the ilates met^ was tlie coix^tion 

of 

• The reft of the jwilTagc is this— 

Who having ipest tht treafores of his'crawn^ 
" Condemns their bixory to feed Im Own, 
' ** And yet this a:a, to- varnifh o'er the fliame 

Of haikge, maft bear Devotion's name. 

No crime fo bold, but would be anderftood 

A real, or at leaft a feeming good, ' 

Who fears not to do ill, yet fears the name ; 
«' And, free from confcience, is a flave to fame 
** Thus he the church at once proteds, and fpoih: 

But princes' fvvords are Iharper than their ftylcs. 
'* And thus to th'ages paft he makes amends, 
" Their charity deftroys, their fiiith defends, 
" Then did Religion in a lazy cell, 
«' In empty aery contemplations dwell j 
«• And, like the block, unmoved lay : hot onrs. 

As much too aaive, like the ilork devours. ' 
«' Is there no temp'rate region can be known. 
Betwixt th^ frigid, and our tonidzooe? 

*• Could - 
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of die finances of France fuch, that, after ebco* 

CKHniiuig (on principles of juftice and mercy) 
cfajxMiigH .all departoiencs, oo fair repartition of 
jb«Mxbefis upm «11 ciie orders coutd poffibif le- 
ftore tiiem ? If fuch an equal impofition would 
hairc beefi fu^cicnt, you well know it miglit 
eafiljr iiavc been naade. Mr. NeckoTj in die 
bodget whicb be laid bidoK the Orders afltm^ 
bled at VerfaiiiL^, made a deraikii cxpoHtion of 
4be ilate «f the French luiion *• . » 
, If we gise cisedit Co bim, k was not oeociGuy 
so hawe iaeoooWe to my new impoficioas what* 
fpever, to put the receipts of France on a ba** 
lance wixh ka expcnces. He ftated the perma* 
9COC char^ of ali <leferiptsons» induding tho 
iiiere0. q£ a new loan of four hundred millions^ 

" CouH we not wake frwn that lethargic dreaiQy 
* But to be reftlefs in a wcTrfe extreme ? 
♦* And for that lethargy was there no core* 
«' Bttt to be call into a calenture? 

Can knowledge ha'/e no bound, but mud adtraao^ 
** So far, to make us v>i(h for ignorance ? 
, •* And rather in the dark to grope our way, 
** Than, led by a falfe guide, to err by day? 
Who fees tkde difmal heaps, but would deiiiaad» 
What iMrbaitms invader fack'd the land ? 
*' Bat when he hears, no Goth, no Turk did hang 
" This dtSpMont but a CJuiAiaa king ; 
** When noduaj^'hat the name of zeal, af»pears 
*TWi3ct our beft Moot, and the worft of theirs^ 
Wliat doei he diink oor facrilcge woold fpare, 
^ Wmmiathek^MtM of oor Devorion aref^ 

Cooram's Hill, by Sir Jofiii DirHAM. 
• Rapport de Monf. le dircdlcur general des finances, fai( 
par ofdre du Koi a Verfaiilci. Mai 5, ijS^. 

at 



( 176 > 

it 53t>4449000 livres) the fixed reeiseAtie aft 

475,294,000, making the deficiency 56,150,000, 
or fhorc of 2,200,000 ilerling. But to balaace 
tt> he brought forward lavings and improve-* 
ments of reyeoue (confidercd as entirely certain # 
to rather more than the amount of that defi- 
ciency ; and he concludes with thefe emphatical 
words (p. 39) Quel pays, Meflieurs> que celui^ 
«« ou, fans impots et avec dc fimples objcts 
appercus^ on peuc faire difparoitre un deficit 
qui a fait tant de bruit en Europe." As to 
the re-imburfement) the finking of debt^ and the 
other great obje6ls of public credit and political 
arrangement indicated in Monf. Necker's fpeech> 
no doubt could be entertained, but that a very 
inoderate and proportioned afl*eflhient on the ci-* 
tizens without diftindbion would have provided 
. for all of them to the fulleik extent pf their dc<« 
mand* 

If this rcprefentation of Monf. Neckar was 
falfe, then the affembly are in the higheft degree 
culpable for having forced the king to accept aa 
his minifter, and fince the king's depofition, for 
having employed as their minifter, a man who 
had been capable of abufing fo nocorioufly the 
confidence' of his mafter and their own 1 in a mat* 
ter too of the higheft* moment, and dire&ly sip* 
pertaining to his particular office. But if the 
reprefencation was exacl (as, having always along 
with you conceived a high degree of refpeft for 
Mr. Neckar, I make no doubt it was) then 
what can be faid in favour of thofe, who, in- 
ilead of moderate, reafonable, and general con* 
tribution, have in cold blood, and impelled by 

9. no 
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iilo necefSty, had recourfe to a partial and cruel 
ionfifcation ? 

Was thai cohtHbiition rcfufed 6n a pretext 
of privilege, 'either oh the part o( the clergy or 
on that of the nobility ? No certainly. As to 
the clergy, they even ran before the wilhes of. 
the third order. Previous to the rflceting of thi 
ftates^ they had in all their in{lru6tions exprcfsly 
directed their deputies to renounce every immu- 
nity, which piit them upon a fobting diftinfl: 
from the conditidh of their fcHoW-futijeiElsi Iii 
this renunciation the clergy were even more 
Explicit than the nobility. 

But let Us fuppofe that the deficiency had re^ 
rnained at the 56 millidnsj (or ^.2,260,000 fter- 
ling) as ^t firft ftated by Mr. Necker. Let ui 
allow that all the refources he oppofed to that 
deficiency were impudent and grovindlefs HAionsi 
and that theaflembly (or their Ibrds of articles* 
at the Jacobins) were from thence juftified in lay- 
ing the whole burthen bf that 'deficiency on the 
clergy, — ^yet allowing all this, a neceftity of 

2,200,000 fterling will not fupport a confifca- 
tton to the amount of five millions; This impd- 
fitionof 2) 200,00b oh the clergy, as partial; 
Would have been opprefllve and unjuft, but it 
Wopld not have been altogether ruinous to thole on 
whom it wasinripofed; and therefore it would not 
have anfwered th^ real purpofe of the managers; 

^ In the conftitation of Scbtland dairing ihe Stoart reigtis; 
i CDminUtee (at for preparing bills ; and none could p^Csl 
Ibkt thofe prefionHy approved by theni. Thit (omniittee wis' 
tailed lords of articles, 

N - Perhaps 
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Perhaps pcrfons, unacquainted Wifh the Hate 
of France, on hearing the clergy and the no^ 
blcffc were privileged in point of taxation, majr 
be led to imagine, that previous to the rcvolurioii 
thefe bodies had contributed nothing to the (late. . 
This is a great miftake. They certainly did not 

. contribute equally with each other, nor either of 
tliem equally with the conimons. They both how- 
ever contributed largely* Neither nobility nor 
clergy enjoyed any exemption from the excife oa 
confumable commodities, from duties of cuftom,. 
or from any of the other numerous indireol impo- 
fitions, which in France as well as here, make fa 
very large a proportion of all payments to the 
public. The noblcfle paid the capitation. Thcf 
paid alfoa land-tax, called the twentieth penny,, 
to the height fometimes of three, fometimes of 
four fhillings in the pound i both of them direS 
impofitions of no light nature, and no trivial 
produce. The clergy of the provinces an- 
nexed by conqueft to France (which in extent 
make about an eighth part of the whole but in 
wealth a much larger proportion) paid likewife 
to the capitation and the twentieth penny, at 
the rate paid by the nobility. The clergy in 
the old provinces did not pay the capitation; 
but they had redeemed themfelvcs at the ex- 
pence of about 24 millions, or a little more 
than a million fterling. They were ^exempted 

• from the twentieths ; but then they made free 
gifts i they contraded debts for the flatc; and 
they were fubjedl: to fome other charges, the 
wliole computed at about a thirteenth part. of ^ 

7 ihcir 
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their ckar income. They ought to have paidL 
annually about forty thoufand pounds more, 
to put them on a par with the contributioa 
of the nobility. 

When the terrors of this tremendous pro- 
icription hung over the clergy, they made 
an offer of a contribution, through the arch^ 
biihop of Aix> which^ for its extravagance, 

• ought not to have been accepted. But it was ' 
Evidently and obvioufly niore advantageous to 

- the public creditor, than any thing which could 
rationally be promifcd by the confifcatioxi. Why 
IMras it not accepted I The reafon is plain— There 
"was no cefire that the church fliould be brought 
to fcrvc the ftatc. The fervice of the ftate was 
made a pti^texc to ideftroy the church. One 
great end in the projeft would have been de- 
feated, if the plan of extortion had been adopted . 
In lieu of the fcheitie of confifcation; The new • 
landed intereft connected W!th the new republic, 
and connefted with it for its very being, could 
not have been created. This was the reafon 
why that extravagant ranfom was not accepted. 

The madnefs of the project of confifcation, ' 
on the plan that was firft pretended, foon be- 
came apparent, lo bring this unwieldy mafs of 
landed property, enlarged by the confifcation of 
all the vaft landed domain of the crown, at 
once into market, was obviouQy to defeat th« 
profits propofed by the confifcation, by depre- 
ciating the value of thofe lands, and indeed of 
ail the landed edates throughout France. Sucli 
afudden diverfion of all its circulating ir.oney from 
irade to land^ fnuft be an additional mifchief. What 

N a ftcp 
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ftep was'uken? Did the alTembly, on becoming 
feitfiblc of the inevitable ill eflFefts of their pro- 

jcded fale, revert to the offers of the clergy ? No 
diftrefs could oblige thecn to travel in a courfe 
• which was difgraced by any appearance of juftice. 
Giving over all hopes from a general immediate 
fale, another projedt feems to have fucceeded. 
They propofed to takeftock in exchange for the 
church lands. In that projedt great difficulties 
arofc in equalizing the objeAs to be exchanged, 
. Other obftaclcs alfo prefentcd themfelves, which 
threw them back again upon fome projeA of 
fale. The municipalities had taken an alarm. 
They would not hear of transferring the whole 
plunder of the kingdom to the ftock-holders in 
Paris. Many of thofe municipalities had been 
(upon fyflenn) reduced to the moft deplorable 
indigence. Money was no where to be feen. 
They were therefore led to the point that was fo 
ardently defired. They panted for a currency 
of any kind which might revive their perifhing 
induflry. The municipalities were then to be 
admitted to a ihare in the fpoily which evidently 
stadered the firft fcheme (if ever it had been le- 
rioufly entertained) altogether innpradlicablc. 
Public exigencies prefTed upon all fides. The 
mtnifter of finance reiterated his call for fupply 
with a moft urgent, anxious, and boding voice. 
Thus prcfled on all fides, inftead of the firft 
plan of converting their bankers into biihops 
and abbots^ inftead of paying the old debty 
they contraAed a new debt, at 3 per cent, 
c^-eating a new paper currency, founded on aa 
eventual fale of. the church lands* They ilTueci 

this 
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chis paper curtency to fatisfy in the firft iDftaoce 
chiefly the demands made upon them by the 

'Bank ofdifcounty the great machine, or paper-mill, 
of their nclitious wealth. 

Th^ fpoil of the church was now become the 
only refburce of all their operations in finance ; 
the vital principle of ail their politics i thefole 
fecuricy for the exiftenpe of their power. It was 
neceflTary by all, even the moft violent means, to 
put every individual on the fame bottom, and to 
bind the nation in one guilty intereil to uphold 
this ad^ and the authority of thofe by whom it 
was done. In order to force the moft reiuftanc 
into a participation of their pillage, they render- 
ed their paper circulation CQmpulfory in all pay« 
ments. Thofe who confider the general tendency 
of their fchemes to this one obje(5l as a centre j 
and a centre from which afterwards all their mea- 
fures radiate, will not think that 1 dwell too long 
upon this part of the proceedings of the national 
aflemlply, 

; To cut off all appearance of connexion between 
the crown and publicjuftice, and to bring thewhole 

under implicit obedience to the di(ftacors in Paris, 
the ol! indcpencjent judicature of the parliaments, 
1^1 th ail its merits, and all its faults, was wholly abo- 
liflicd.Whilft the parliaments cxifted, it was evident 
that the people npight fome time or other come. to 
iiefort to them, and rally under the ftandard of their 
antient laws. It became hpwever a matter of con« 
fidcration that the a:agiftrates and officers, in the 
.couru now aboliihed, had purcbajed ibeir placa . 
at a very high rate, for which, as well as for the 
* • N ^ duty 
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duty they performed, they received but a very lav| 
return of intercft. Simple confifcation h 4 boon only 

for the clergy ; — to the lawyers fomc appearances of 
equity are to be obferycd i and they are to receive 
compenfation to an Hnmenfe aipount. Their com- 
pcnfation becomes part of the national debt, forthe 

liquidation of which there is the one exhauftlefsi 
fuad. The lawyers are tp obtain their compenfation 
In the new church paper, which is to march with, 

the new principles of judicature and legiflature* 
The difmiiTed magiftrates s^re to take their ihare 
of niartyrdom with the ecclefiaftics, or to receive 
their own property frooi fuch a fund and in fuch 
. a manner, as all thofc, who has^e been ^eafoned 
with the antient principles of jurifprqdehce, and 
had been the fworn guardians of property, muft 
look upon with horror. Even the clergy are to re- 
ceive their miferable allowance out of the depre- 
ciated paper which is (lamped vvith the indelible 
^harader of facrilege, and with the fyoibols of 
their own ruin, or they muft ftarve. So violent ab 
outrage upon credit, property, and liberty, as this 
compulfory paper currency, has feldoft^been ex- 
hibited by the alliance of bankrup!tc]r and tyran>; 

ny, at any time, or in any nation. 

' In the courfe of all thefe operatio.nSjj at length 
comes out the grand arcanum that in reality, and 
in a fair fenfe, the lands of the church (fo far as any 
thing certain can be gathered from their proceed- 
ings) are not to be fold at all. By the late refolu- 
tions of the national afiembly, they are indeed to be 
delivered to the higheft bidder. But it is to be ob- 
Icrved, that a certain prtion mly of tbefurcbqfe auH, 
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my is to be hid down. A period of twelve years \% 

to be given for the p?.yancnt of the refb. The phi- 
lofophic purchafers are therefore, on payment of 
a fort of fine, to be put inftantly into poiTeOTioA of 
the eftate. It becomes in fome refpedls a fort 
of gift to them J to be held on the feudal tenure 
<^ zeal to the new eftabiifhment. This pfojed): is 
evidently to let in a body of purchafers without 
money. The confequence will be, that thcfe pur- 
chafers, or rather grantees, will pay, not only from 
the rents as they accrue, which might as well be re- 
ceived by the ftate, but from the fpoil of the ma- 
terials of buildings, from wafte in woods, and from 
:whatever money, by hands habituated to the grip* 
ings of ufury, they can wring from the miferable 
peafant. He is to be delivered over to.the merce- 
nary and arbitrary difcretion of men, who will be 
ftimulated to every fpecies of extortion by the 
growing demands on the growing profits of an 
eftate held under the precarious fettlement of a 
iievv political fyllem. 

When all the frauds, impoAures, violences, ra- 
pines, burnings, mujxlers, confifcations, compul- 
fory papeT currencies, and every defcription of ty- 
ranny and cruelty employed to bring about and 
to uphold tEis revolution, have their natural 
veiled:, that is, to fbock the moral fentiments 
of all virtuous and fober minds, the abettors 
of this philofqghic fyftem immediately ftrain their 
throats in a declamation againft the old monar- 
chial government of France. When they have 
. rendered that depofed power fuiliciently black, 

N 4. they 
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they then proceed in argument, as if all thofe who. 
.difapprove of their new abufes, nnuftof courfe 
.partizans of cHq old ; that thofe who reprobate 
their crude and violent fchemcs of liberty ought 
to be treated as advocates for fcrv^tude. I admit 
that their necefTitles do compel them to this bafe 
and contemptible fraud. Nothing can reconcile 
men to their proceedings and project:?, but the 
fuppofition that there is no third option between 
them) and fonie tyranny as odious as can be fur* 
niOied by the records of hiftory, or by the inven-- 
tion of poets. This prattling of theirs hardly d»- 
fcrves the name of fophiftry. It is nothing but plain 
impudence. Have thefe gentlemen lievcr heardj 
in the whole circle of the worlds of theory and 
pra(5lice, of any thing between the defpo-^ 
tifm of- the monarch and the dcfpotifm of the 
jiiuhitude,? Have they never heard of a monarJ 
Chy direa:ed by laws, controlled and balanced 
by the great hereditary wealth and hereditary dig- 
mty of a nation ; and both again controlled by 
a judicious check from the rcafon and feeling of 
the people at largtr ailing by a fuitable and per- 
manent organ? Is it then iir.pofTible that a man 
may be found who, without criminal ill intention," 
or pitiable abfurdity^ fhali prefer fuch a mixed and* 
tempei t d govermrcnt to either of the extremes ; 
and who niay repute that nation to be deftitute 
of all wifdom and of all virtue, which, bavin- 
in its choice to obtain fuch a r;overnnient wjNi* 
eafe, or rather to mijinn it -ji:hen actually pojfejfed, 
ihought proper to commit a thoufand* crimes, and- 
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to fubjeft their country to a thoufand evils, in or- 
fier to avoid it P Is it thea a. truth ip univcrfally 
acknowledged^ that a pure democracy is onljr 
tolerable form into which human fociety can he 
thrown, that a man is not permitted to hciicatc 
about its merits^ without the fufpicion of being a 
friend to tyranny, that is^ of being a foe to man* 
l^ind ? 

I do not know under what defcription to clals 
the prefent ruling authority in France. It aflre6ts 
to be a pure democracy, though I think it in a 
direfl tr^in of becoming fliortiy a mischievous 
and ignoble oligarchy. But for the prefent I 
admit it to be a contrivance of the nature and 
cffcft of what it pretends to> 1 reprobate no' \ 
form of government merely upon abftrad prin* j t 
ciples. There may be fituations in which the' ; 
purely democratic form wjil become ncceffary- | 
There may be fome (very few, and very particu- i \ 
larly circumftdnccd) where it would be clearly i 
deOrcable, This 1 do not take to be the cafe of 
France, or of any other great country. Until 
now, we have fcen .no exanaples of confiderablc 
democracies. The antients were better acquaint- 
ed with them. Not being w-holly unread in the 
authors, who Jiad feen the moft of thofe con(ti« 
tutions, and who bed underftood them, I cannot 
help concurring with their dt>inion, that an abip* 
lute democracy, no more than abfolute monarchy, 
is to be reckoned among the legitimate forms of 
government. Th?y think it ratlier the corruption 
and degeneracy, than the ibun4 conftitution of a 
f€: bublic. If I recoU^ft rightly^^ Ariftotle obfcrvcs, 
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ihat a democracy has many ftriking points of re« 
lemblance with in tynmny** Of this I am certain, 
that in a democracy, the majority of the citizens 
IS capable of exercifing the moft cruel oppreflions 
Itpon the niinority, whenever ftrong divifions pre- 
vail in that kind of polity, as. they often muft ; 
and that opprefTion of the minority will extend to 
far greater numbers, and will be carried on with 
mvcti greater fury, than can almoft ever be appre- 
hended from the dominion of a (ingle fceptre. Ill 
fuch a popular perfecution, individual fufferers are 
In a much more deplorable condition than in any 
pthcr. Under a cruel prince they have the balmy 
compafiion of mankind to affiiage the fmart of their 
wounds ; they have the plaudits of the people to 
animate their generous condancy under their fufier- 
ings : but thofe who are fubjed^d to wrong under 
inulticudes^ are deprived of al| ^xcefnal conibla-r 

• When I wrote this I quoted from memory, after many 
years had elapfcd from my reading the pa^Tage. A learnc4 
friend has found it, and it is as follows : 

To nS®- TO aino^ xcu ^stn^oriHct. tmv ^ehriovuv^ tuu re^ 

^^(pla'fxarot^ byjfjEP skET rat ETiirayfJuxla' km o ^y]/juxyciiyi^ xeu f 

^if/aif Toij TOiaroij.— — - 

* The ethical character is the fame; both mrcife de(potifi9 
' over the better dais of citizens ; and decrees are ia the one^ 

* ^hat ordiaancei and arr^s are in the otl^ : the demagOigae 

* too, and the court favowite, are not iinfreqaen^y thefiime 
' ideatical men. and always bear a dole analogy i and thei^ 
« have the p^ncipal power^, each in their reljpeOiYe fomu of 
' government^ fiivonrhes with the abfolute indnarch, and de* 

* magogues with a people fuch ai I l^rt d^cribed.* Arift> 
f oitic. lib. iv. cap. ^. 

tion. 
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cion. They feem defertcd by mankind ; over^ 
powered by a confpiracy of cheir whole fpecies. 

But admiccuigdeinocracy not to have that inevk 
table tendency to f)arty tyranny, which I fuppofeit 
to have, and admitting it to poiiefs as much good 
iaitwhen unmixed, as I amfure it pofleifes whea 
compounded with other forms ; does monarchy, 
on its part, contain nothing at all to recommend it i 
I do not often quote Bolingbroke, nor have his 
works in general, left any permanent impreflionon 
my mind. He is a prcfumptuous and a fuperflcial 
writer. But he^has one obfcrvation, which in my 
opinion, is not without depth and folidity. HefaySji , 
that he prefers a monarchy to other governments i 
becauie you can better ingraft any defcription of 
republic on a monarchy than any thing of mo- 
liarchy upon the republican forms. I think him 
perfectly in the right. The faft is fo hiftorically | 
and it agrees well with the fpecolatton. 
- I know how eafy a topic it is to dwell on the 
faults of departed greatnefs. By a revolution in 
the ftace, th^ fawning fycophant of yefterday, is 
converted into the auftere critic of the prefent 
hour. But (Veady independant minds, when they 
have an objed of fp ferious a concern to. man- 
kind as government, under their contempiaciony 
will difdain to aflume the part of fatirifts and 
declaimers. They will judge of human indicu- 
tions as they do of human charaAers, They will 
Ibrt out the good from the evil, which is mixed 
in mortal inftitiitions as it is in mortal nitn. 

Your government in France, though ufually, and 
I think juftly, reputed the beft of the unqualified 

or 
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t>r i.Kqualified monarchies, was ftill full ofabufcs. 
Thefe abufcs accumulated in a lengih of d(ne» as 
iheymuft accumulate in every monarchy not under 
the conftant infpedtion of a popular rep rt Tentative.. 
I am no ftranger to the faults and defeds of the 
4ub verted government .of France ; and I chink I 
mm not inclined by nature or policy to make a pa- 
negyric upon any thing which is a jail and natural 
objed; of cenfure. But the queftion is not now of 
the vices of that monarchy, but of its exiftence. 
Uit then true, that the F rench governntent was fuch 
as to be incapable or undeferving of reform; fothat 
it was of abiblute necelEty the whole fabxic ibould 
be at o«ice pulled down, and the area cleared for 
the ereftion of a theoretic experimental ediBce 
in iis place ? All France was of a different opi- 
nion in the beginning of the year 1789. The in- 
ftniAioiks to the reprefentati ves to the fts^tes-giene- 
/al, from every diftrid in that kingdom, were filled 
wich'projeds for the reformation of that govern^ 
ment, without the remoteft fuggcftion of a delign 
to deftroy it. H?d fuch a defign been then even 
infinuated, I believe there would have been butone 
voice, and rliat voice for rejcj^ting it with fcorn^nd- 
horror^ Men have been (bmeiinuts kd by 4egree$j, 
(pmf times hurried into things, the whole of which, 
if they could have fcen together, they never would 
bjkve permitted the mattremoj;e approach. Whca 
thofe ioftru^ions were given,, there was no qued 
tion but that iibufes exifted, and that they de« 
mancitril a reform ; nor is there now. In the in- 
terval betwcQn the inflruftions and the. revolution, 
things changed tlieir (b^e ^ at\d in (;onfequence;[ 
c£ that change^ thc^ true queftion at prefent isj^ 

Whether 
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Whether thofc who would have rtformed, or 

thofe who have dcflroyed, are in the right? 

To hear foaie men Ipcak of the lAte monarchy 
of France^ you would imagine that the/ were tallc- 
ing of Perfia bleeding under the ferocious fwor-d of 
'Txhmas KouU Khan^ or ac kail defcribiog the 
barbarous anarchic defpotifm of Turkey, wbciv 
the fineft countries in the moflr genial cliiuares 
• the world are waited by peace more than .any 
countries have been worried by war ^ where arts are . 
unknown, wheremanufadureslanguilhy where fci« 
ence is extinguiflied, where agriculture decays, 
where the human race icfelf melts away andperiOi* 
-es under the eye of the obferver. Was this the 
cafe of France ? I have no way of determining the 
^ueftion but by a reference to fa6ts. Fads do aot 
. fupport this refemblance. Along with much evil, 
there is fome good in monarchy itfclf j and fomc 
corredlive to its evil, from religion, from laws, 
from manners, from opinions, the French mo^ 
narchy muft have received j which rendered it 
(though by no means a free, and therefore by no 
means a good conftitution) a defpotifm rather ia 
appearance than in reality* 

Among the ftandards upon which the efTecls of 
government on any country arc to be clUoiatcd, 
I muft confider the ftate of its population as not 
the leaft certain. No country in which population 
flouriflics, and is in progreflive improvement, can 
be under a very inifchievous government. About 
fixty years ago, the Intendants of the generalities 
of France made, with other matters, a report 
of the population of their feveral diftricb* I have 

• . not 
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t&otthe books, which arc very voluminous, by rhCj 
nor do I know where to procure them (I am ob^ 
ligcd to fpeak by memory, and therefore the lefa 

pofitively) but I think the population of France 
was by them, even at that period, ellimated at 
twenty-two millions of fouls* At the end of the 
laft century it had been generally calculated 
at eighteen. On either of thefe cftimations France 
was not iU-{>copled. Mr* Necker» who is an au-» 
thoricy for his own time at leaft equal to the Jn^ 
tendants for theirs, reckons, and upon apparently 
fure ptinciples> the people of France, in the year 
1780, at twenty-four millions fix hundred and 
feventy thoufand. But was this the probable 
ultimate term under the old ellablilhment ? Dr. 
Price is of opinion, that the growth of population 
in France was by no means at its ami in that year* 
I certainly defer to Dr. Price's authority a good 
deal more in thefe fpeculations> than I do in his 
general politics. This gentleman, taking ground 
on Mr. Neckcr*sdataj is very confident, that finctf 
the period of that minilter's calculation^ the 
French population has encreafed rapidly 1 fo ra« 
pidly that in the year 17 89 he will not confent 
,to rate the people of that kingdom at a lower 
number than thirty millions. After abating much 
(and much I think ought to be abated) from 
the fanQ-uine calculation of Dr. Price, I have no 
doubt that the population of i'rance did encreafe 
coofiderably during this later period : but fuppof^ 
ing that it encreafed to nothing more than will be 
fufficient to compleat the 24,670^000 to 25 mil- 
Itoas, ftill a population of 25 miilioQS^ and that 

IR 
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in an increafing progrefs, on a fpace of abocit 

twenty-fcven thoufand fquare leagues, is immenle. 
Ic is, for infl:ancc> a good deal more than thd 
proporcionable population of this iilandi or even 
than that of England, the bcft-peopled part of 
the united kingdom. 

It is not univcrfally true, that France is a fertile 
country. Confiderable trafts of it are barren^ 
and labour under other natural difadvantages, li% 
the portions of that territory, where things arc 
more favourable, as faV as I am able to dilcorer, 
the numbers of the people corrcfpond totheindul* 
gcnce of nature *. The Generality of Lifle (this 
I admit is the ftrongeft example) upon an extent 
of 404 i leagues^ about ten years ago, contained 
734,600 fouls, which is 1772 inhabitants to each 
fquare league* The middle term for the reft of 
Fraoce is about 900 inifabitants to the fame ad«*' 
meafurement. 

I do not attribute this population to the depcfed 
governntient; becaufe i do not like to compli- 
ment the contrivances of men, with what is due 
in a great degce to the bounty of Providence 
But that decried government could not have 
obftruAcd, moft probaWy it favoured, the opera* 
lion of thofe caufes (whatever they were) whether 
of nature in the foil, or in habits of induftrf 
among the people, which has produced fo large ar 
number of the fpecies throughout thatwhole king- 
dom> and exhibited in fome particular places fuch 

* De i'Adm'miftration dM Fiiuuices de la Fiance, par MoaC. 
NMker,.vol..i. p. 288. 
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prodigies of population, t ntvtr mil fuppole that 

fabrick of a ftate to be the worft of all political 
inllicutions, which, by experience^ is found tocon-^ 
tain a principle favourable (however latent it may 
be) to the encreafe of mankind. 

The wealth of a Country is another, and no 
contemptible ftandard, by which we may judg^ 
whether, on the whole, a government be pro- 
teiftino; or deftruftive. France far exceeds Enff- 
land in the multitude of her people ; but I ap^ 
prehend that her comparative wealth is much in- 
ferior to ours ; that it is not fo equal in the dif* 
tribution, nor fo ready in the circulation. I be- 
lieve the difference in the form of the two govern* 
menta to be amongft the caufes of this advantages 
on the fide of England. 1 fpeak of England, not 
of the whole Britifh dominions, which, if compared 
with thofe of France, will^ in feme degree, weaken 
the comparative rate of wealth upon our (ide. But 
thatwealth,which will notendurcacomparifon with 
the riches of England, may conftitute a very re- 
fpe&able degree of opulence* Mn Necker's book 
publifhedin 1785 *, contains an accurate and in- 
tcrefting colleclion of fadls relative to public ceca- 
nomy and ro political arithmetic j and his fpecu- 
lations on the fubjed are general wife and liberal. 
In that work he gives an idea of the ftate of 
France, very remote from the portrait of a coun- 
try whofe government was aperfed grievance, art 
abfolute evil, admitting no cure bbt through thd 
violent and uncertain remedy of a total revolution. 

' * De rAdmiiiiilratioti it$ Finances de Ut France, par 
M. Ncckcr. 

He 
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He atirnoi, that from the year 1726 to the yHt 
1784, there was coined at the miat* of France, itt 

the fpecies of gold and filver, to the .amount of* 
about one hundred millions of pounds fterling*. 

It is inlpoflible that Mr. Necker ihould be nmf- 
taken in the amount of the bullion which has beer! 
coined in the mint. It is a matter of offici al record. 
The reafdniogs of this able financier, concerning 
the quantity of gold and filver which remained for 
circulation, when he wrote ill 1785, that is about 
four years before the depoficion and imprifonment 
of the French King, are not of equal certainty j 
but thef are laid on grounds fo apparently Iblid, 
that it is not eafy to refufc a confiderable de- 
gree of afifent to his calculation. He calculates 
Uie nwnerairtf or what we call Jpecie^ then actually 
*exifting m France, at about eighty-eight miinoni 
of the fame Englifh money. A great accumula-* 
tion of wealth for one country, large as that coun- 
try is! Mr.. Necker was fo far from confidrring 
this influx of wealth as likely to ceafe, when he 
Wrote in 1785, that he prefumes upon a future 
annual increafc of two per cent, upon the money 
brought into France during the periods from which 
he computed. 

Some adequate caufe mud have originally in* 
troduccd all the money coined at its mint into 
ifiat kingdom and feme caule as operative muft 
have kept at home, or returned into its bofom, 
fuch a vaft fiood of treafure as Mr. Ncckcr calcu- 
'lates to remain for domeftic circulation* Suppose 
any reafonable dedudions from M. Necker's com- 
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jiutation; the remainder mud dill amount to aa 
immenfe fum. Caufes thus powerful to acquire 
and to retain, cannot be found in difcouragdl 
induftry, infecu're property, and a pofitively dc- 
ftrudive government. Indeed, when 1 confider 
the face of ihe kingdom of France s the nlultitude 
and opulence of her cities; the uleful niagi/ifi-> 
cnce of her fpacious high roads and bridges; 
the opportunity of her artificial canals and naviga- 
tions opening the conveniences of maritime com^ 
ihunication through a Iblid continent of ib im^ 
menfe an extent; wiien I turn my eyes to the ftupen- 
dous works of her ports and harbours, and to her 
whole naval apparatus, whether for war or trader 
when i bring before my view the number of her 
fortifications, condru6led with fo bold and mader- 
ly a ikill, and made and maintained at fo prodi- 
^ous a charge, prefenting an armed front and 
impenetrabfe barrier to her enemies upon cver^ 
fide; when I recolle(5l how very fmall a part of 
that extcniive region is without cultivation, and 
to what complete perfeftton the culture of many 
of the beft produftions of the earth have been 
brought in France ; when I reflefl on the excel- 
lence of her manufactures and fabrics, fecond 
to. none but ours, and in fome particulars not 
fecond ; when I contemplate the grand founda- 
tions of charity, public and private ; when I fur- 
Vey the date of all the arts that beautify and 
'poliih life $ when I reckon, the men fhe has bred 
for extending htt fame in war, her able ftaiefmen, 
the mukitude of her profound lawyers and theo- 
logians, her philofopliers, her critics, her hiAd« 
. rians and antiquaries, her poets, and her oratora 
. 6 facred 
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facred and profane, I behold in all flils tottit* 

thing which awes and commands the imagination^ 
which checks the mind on the brink. o£ precipi- 
tate and indifcriminate cendire, and which de*^ 
mands, that we fhould very ferioufly examine, what 
and how great are the latent vices that could autho- 
rile us at once to level To fpecious a. fabric with 
the ground. I do not recognize, in this view of 
things, the defpotifra of Turkey-. Nor do I difccrn 
the chara&er of a government that has been, on the 
whole, lb oppreflive, or fo corrupt, or fo negligent, 
as to be utterly unfit for all reformation. I mull think 
fuch a government well deferved to have its excel- 
lencies heightened j its faults correAed and its ca-^ 
pacifies improved into a Britifh conftitution. 

"Whoever has examined into the proceedings of 
that depofed government for feveral years back» 
cannot £iil to have obferved, amidft the incon^ 
fiancy and fluctuation natural to courts, an earneft 
endeavour towards the prolperty and improve- 
rnent of the country ; he muft admit, that it had 
long been employed, in fome inftances, wholly to 
remove, in many confiderably to correft, the abu- 
five praAices and ufages that had prevailed in the 
ftate ; and that even the unlimited power of the 
fovercign over the perfons of his fubjedls, incon- 
iiftent^ as undoubtodiy it was, with law and liber- 
ty, had yet been every day growing more miti* 
. gated in the exercifc. So far from refufing itfclf • 
CO reformation, that government was open, with a 
cenfurable degree of facility^ to all forts of proje£ls 
and projedors on the fubjeft. Rather too much 
countenance was given to the fpirit of innovation, 

O a ^ which 
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which icon was turned agaiod thofc who foflercd 
ic. and ended in their rain. It is but cold> and no 
vay flattering jultice to that fallen monarchy, to 
fay, that, for many years, it trcfpaffed more by 
levity and want of judgncient in fcveral of its 
fchemesi' than froin any defcd in diltgoice or in 
public ipirit. To compare the goremment of 
France for the laft fifteen or fixteen years with 
wife and well-conftituted eftabliihrneats^ during 
that» or during any period, is not to z& with &ir- 
ncfs. But if in point of prodigality in the cxpen- 
cjiiture of money, or in point of rigour in the 
Cxerciie of power, it be compared with. an; of the 
former reigns, I believe candid judges will ^ve 
little credit to the good intentions of thofe who 
dwell perpetually on the donations to favourites, or 
on the ,expences of the court, or on the horrors 0[ 
the Baftile in the reign of Louis theXVIth. 

Whether the fyftem, if it defcrves fuch a name, 
-now built on the ruins of tliat antient monarchy^ 
will be able to a better account of the popu- 
lation and wealth of the country, which it has taken 
under its care, is a matter very doubtful. Inftead 
of improving by the change, I apprehend that 
a long feries of years muft be told before ic can re- 
cover- in any degree the effefts of this philofephic 
' revolution, and before the nation can be replaced 
on its former footing. If Dr. Price ihould think 6t$ 
a few years hence, to favour us with an eftimate 
of the population of France, he will hardly be able 
^ to a^ake up his tale of thirty millions of foul$, as 
computed in 1789, or the afiembly's computa- 
, cicm of twenty-fix mHUons of that year ; or even 

Mr. Necker's 
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Mr. Nccker's twenty-five millions. io 1780. I 
hear that there are confiderable emigrations from 
France I and that many quitting that voluptuous 
dimate, and that fedudivc Ciwan liberty, have 
taken rcftige in the frozen regions, and under the 
Britifli defpotifm, of Canada. 

In the prefent dilappearance of coin, no per- 
fon could think it the fame country, in which 
the prefent minifler of the finances has been able 
to difcover fowfcore milUbos fterling ih ipecie. 
From its general zfptdt one would conclude that 
it had been for fome time paft under the fpeciat 
diredlion of the learned acadeaucians of Laputa 
and Bainibarbi Alreadyt the population of PariA 
bas fi> declined, that Mr. Necker ftated to die na- 
tional aflcmbly the provifion to be made for itfi 
fubfiftence at a fifth lefs than what had formerly 
ix»n fi)Mnd requifite,. It is faid (and X have, never 
heard it contradided) that an hundred thouland 
people are out of employment in that city, though 
it is become the feat of the impriibned court and 
oatkml aflemUy. Nothing, I am credibly informs- 
ed, can exceed the fhocking and difgufting fpe6ba- 
cle of mendicancy difplayed in that capital* Indeed, 
chf FOCBS of the national aflimbly ka^ve no doubt 
of the hSt. They have htely appoimed a ftanding 
committee of mendicancy. They are contriving 
at once a vigorous police on this i^cS^ and^ 
for the fifil dme, the impofitioQ of a tax to main* 
tsun the poor, for whole prefent relief great fums 
appear on the face of the public accounts of (he 

« 
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ytax**. In the mean timcj the leaders of the 
legiflative clubs and coSee-houfes are intoxicatec} 

with admiration at their own wifdom and ability. 
TThcy fpeak with the moft fovereign contempt of 
the reft of the world: They tell the people, to conH'* 
fort them in the rags with which they have cloath- 
cd them, that they are a nation of philolbphcrs ^ 
9nd, fooietimeS) by all the arts of quackifh parade^^ 
by Ih^w, tumult, and buftle, fometimes by thb 
s^larms of plots and invafions, they attempt to 
drown the cries of indigence, and to divert the eyes 
of the obfenrer from ^e ryin and wrecchednefs of 
the ftate, A brave people will certainly prefer li- 
berty, accompanied with a virtuous poverty, to a 
^eprayed and wealthy fervitude. B.uc b^fo^^e the 
price of connfort and opulence is paid, one oyght; 
to be pretty fure, it is rey liberty which is pur- 
chafed, and that fhe is to be purchafed at no 
i other price. I ftiall always, howcyerjj confider that 
liberty as very equivocal in her appearance, whicb 
has not wifdom and jufticc for her companions ; an4 
dpesnotk^dproiperity and plenty ii) her train*. 

• Travaux de charite pour fubvenir ai| r 

manque de travail a Paris et le| ^ Uv. £, f ^ 

provinces — — — mm/ ^^^io StI I^I>Iftl 13 '4 

Deihuaion vi^^bondage et de la mea- 

dicite — — imm ' mm 1,671^17 — 69,64a 7 6 

Afimea poor rinfmtidoii dp gndn. 5,67 1^907 — »1^3»9 9 ^ 

As I am not quite fatiiflcd with the na- ■ 
tuie and ei^tcnc of the annexed article iq. - 
die public accounts) I do not infort It in the 
above reference j but if it be underftood of 
|he purchafe of provtiion for the poor, it is 

immenfe indeed, and fwelh the totai to a ' , 
formidable bulk* 

Prpenfes relatives atix fubfiftances, deduc- 
tion faitdc* xecouvrcmcns c^ui ont eu lieu 59,871,790 — 1,661,324.11.8 

Total Lix. 5ijoS2,o^ 5ti z^izZi^a 1^ 

The 
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The advocates for this revohition, not fatisficd 
with exaggerating the vices of their ancient go- 
vernmeotj ftrike at the hme of their country 
itfelf, by painting dntoft aU that could hay« at^ 
tra6led the attention of ftrangers, I mean their 
nobility and their clergy, as obje(5ts of horror. 
If this were only a libel^ there had not been much 
in it. But it lias praftical confequences. Had 
your nobility and gentry, who formed the great 
body of your landed men, and the whole of your 
military officers, refembled thofe of Germany, at 
the period when the Hanfe-towns were neceditated 
to confederate againfl: the nobles in defence of 
their property — had they been like the Orjim and 
yiulii in Italy^ who ufed to fally from their fortified 
dens to rob the trader a«d traveller— had they 
been fuch as the Mamalukes in Egypt, or the 
Nitres on the coaft of Malabar, I do admit, that 
coo critical an enquiry might not be advifeable intp 
the means of freeing the world from fuch a nuilance^ 
The ftatues of Equity and Mercy might be yelled 
for a moment. The tendereit minds, coofounded 
with the dreadful exigence in which morality fub- 
mits to the fufpenfion of its own rules in favour of 
its own principles, might turn afide whiiil fraud 
ftnd violence were accompliihing the defbrud^ion 
of a pretended nobility wtuch difgraced whilft io 
perfecutcd human nature* The perfons mod ab- 
horrent from bloody an^d treafon, and arbitrary con-r 
fiication, might remain (ilent 4)eAator^0f thi3 ciyi^ 
war between the vices. 

But did the privileged nobility who met under 
^Jung's precept at VerfaiUes^ in 1789, or their 
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coriftituciitit cMem to be looked on -at the Nay res 

or Mamalukes of this age, or as the Orftni and Vitelli 
of ancient times ? If I had then alked the queftioo^ 
I (hould have paifcd for 8 nutthnan. What have thejr 
fince done that they were to be driven into exile, that 
their perfons fhould be hunted about, mangled, and 
tortured^ jtheir families difperfed, their houfes laid in 
$(be8j.that their order fhould be abc4iihed» and tho ' 
memory of it, if poffible, extinguilhcd, by ordain-^ 
ing them to change the very names by which they 
were ufually known I Read their inftru6lions to 
their reprefentatives. They breathe the fpirit of 
liberty as warmly, and they recommend reforma-?- 
%\on as ftrongly, as any other order. Their privileges 
Illative to contribution mtvt vohihtarily furrender^ 
led ; as the king, from the beginning, furrendered 
all pretence to a right of taxation. Upon a free 
conftitution there was but one opinion in France. 
The abfolute monarchy was at an ei|d. It breathc4 
Its laft, without a groan, without ftruggle, without 
ronvulfion. All the ftruggle, all the diflenfion 
arofe afterwards upon the preference of a de^ocic 
democracy to a government of reciprocal controul* ^ 
The triumph of the vidorious party was over the 
principles of a Britifli conftitution. 

I have obferved the afitaatwn, which, for many 
years paft, has prevailed in Paris even to a de« 
grce perfeftly childifh, of idolizing the memory 
of your Henry the Fourth. If any thing coul4 
put one out of huoiQur with that ornament to thf 
Jcingly charafter, it would* be this overdone ftyle of 
infidious panegyric. The perfons who have work- 
ppgine ih« oioll t)uiily^ are thojf wiio have 
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ended their, pmtgjrrks in decbroning* his fijcceflbr 
anddefcendant; a man, as good*natUFedattheleaft, 

as Henry the Fourth i altogether as fond of his peo- 
pk^and who has done infinitely more to corre^ 
the antient vices of the ftate than that great monarch 
did, or we are fure he ever meant to do. Well 
it is for his panegyrifts that they have not him to 
deal with* for Henry of Navarre was a relblute»* 
a£Kve, and politic prince. He poffeffed indeed 
great humanity and mildnefs ; but an humanity, 
and mildneis that never ftood in the way of his in« 
Cerefts. He never fought to be loved without put- 
ting himfclffirft in a conditk)n to be feared. He 
vied foft language with determined condudt* I^e 
aflerted and maintained his authority in the grofsj 
and diftributed his a6ls of conceflion only in the 
(ietail. He fpent the income of his prerogatives 
nobly; but he took care not to break in upon the 
capital ; never abandoning for a moment any of the 
claimSy which he made under the fundamental laws, 
nor glaring to Ibed the blood of thofe who oppofed 
Kim, often in the field, ibmetimes upon the fcaSbld. 
Bccaufe he knew bow to make his virtues refpeded 
by the ungratefidf he has merited the praife^ of 
thofe whom, if they had lived in his time, he would 
have Glut up in the Baftile, and brought to punifli- 
OM^t along with the regicides whom he hanged 
$fya be had famiihed Paris into a funender. 

If thefe panegyrifls are in earnefl in their admii 
faci^ 9lf Hen^ the Fourth, they mufl remember, 
1^ tkffC9fifkot think more highly of him> than he 
did of the noblefle of France ; wbofe virtue, honour, 
f^^^ J^if^^i aQ4' loy^^y were bis cpnftauc 
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But the nobility of France are degenerated fincc 
the days of Henry the Fourth,— This is poflible. 
But it is more than I can believe to be true in any 
great degree. I do not pretend to know France 
as con eiTcly as fome orfiers j but I have endeavour-r 
cd through my whole life to make myfclf ac- 
quamted with human nature; otherwife I ihould 
be unfit to take even my humble part in the lervtce 
, of mankind. In that fludy I could not pafs by a 
vail portion of our nature, as it appeared modi^ed 
in a country but twenty-four miles from the (hore 
of th'is ifland. On my beft obfervation, compared 
with my beft enquiries, 1 found your nobility for the 
greater part compofed of men of an high fpirit, and 
of a delicate fenfe pf honour, both with regard to 
themfelves individually, and with regard to their 
whole corps, over whom they kept, beyond what is 
common in other countries, a ccnforial eye. They 
were tolerably well-bred $ very officious, humane, 
and hofpitablcj in their convcrfation frank and 
open i with a good military tone ; and reafonably 
tinfhired with literature, particularly of the author^ 
in their own language. Many had pretenfions far 
above this defcription. I fpeak of thofe who were 
generally met with. 

As to their behaviour to idie inferior clafie^ 
they appeared to me to comport themfelves to- 
wards them with good- nature, and with fomething 
more nearly approaching to familiarity, than is ge« 
nerally praftiled with us in the intercovrfe between 
the higher and lower ranks of life. To ftrike any 
perfon, even in the mofl: abjed condition, was a 
thing in a manner unknown, and would be highly 
di%racefiil« Inftancea of other ill-treatment of 

th^ 
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the humble part of the community were rare $ an4 
as to attacks made upon the property or the per- 
ibnal liberty of the commons, I n<?ver heard of any 

whatfoever from them-, nor, whiift the laws were 
m vigour under the antient government, wouU 
&ch tyranny in fubjefts have been permitted. As 
men of landed eftaccs, I had no fault to find 
with their conduit, though much to reprehend, and 
much to wiih changed, in many of the old tenures. 
- Where the letting of their land was by rent, I 
could not difcovcr that their agreements with their 
farmers were opprefSve % nor when they were ia 
partnerfhip with the farmer, as often was the cafe, 
have I heard that they had taken the lion's (hare. 
The proportions ieemed not inequitable. There 
inight be exceptions ; but certainly they wdre ex« 
ceptions only. I have no reafon to believe that 
in thefe refpedls the landed noblefle of France were 
worie than the landed gentry of this country $ cer* 
tainly in no refped more vexatious than the land- 
holders, not noble, of their own nation. In cities 
the nobility had no manner of powers in the 
country very little. You know> Sir, that much 
of the civil government, and the police in the moft 
eflential parts, was not in the hands of that nobility 
which prefents itfelf firft to our confideration. The 
revenue, the fyftem and colledion of which were 
the moft grievous parts of the French government, 
was no( adminiftered by the men of the fword ; 
nor were they anfwerable for the vices of its prin- 
ciple, or the vexations, where any fuch exifted, in 
its management. 

Penying, as I am well warranted to do, that the 
pobility had any confideraUe Ihaie in the opprcC- 
' ' ftoa 
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fion of the people, in cafes in which real opprcffion 
cxiftcdj I am ready to admit that they were noc 
vtdiouc confidcrable &ulcs and errors. A fiE)oli(h 
imitation oif the worft part of the manners of Eng- 
land, which impaired their natural character with- 
out fubftituting in its place what perhaps they* 
meant, has certainly rendered them worfe than 
formerly they were. Habitual difiblutencfs of man- 
ners continued beyond the pardonable period of 
bfe^ was more common amongd them than it is with 
us I and it reigned with the lefs hope of remedy^ 
though poflibly with fonicthing of kfs mifchicf, by 
being covered with more exterior decorum. They 
countenanced too much that licentious philofbphjF 
which has helped to bring on their ruin. There was 
another error amongft them more fatal. Thofe of 
the commons, wha approached to or enLceeded 
many of the nobility in point of wealth, were not 
folly admitted to the rank and efttmation ¥^icb 
wealth, in reafon and good policy, ought to beftow 
in every country; though I think not equally with 
that of other nobility. The two kinds of ariilocra^ 
cy were too pundilioudy kept afunder ; lefs fo, how* 
ever, than in Germany and fome other nations. 

This ieparationjas I have aUieady taken the liberty 
of fuggefting to you, I conceive to be one principal 
caufeof the deftrudlion of the old nobility. The mi- 
litary, particularly, was too exclufively refer ved for 
men of family* But after all, this was an error of opi- 
mon, whkh a confltAlng opinion would have re&i* 
fied. A permanent affembly, in which the commons 
bad their fhare of power, would foon abolifh what*? 
ever was^fooinvidiouaand infuking in thefe diflinc« 
ikmsi and even the faults in the nu)rals of the no- 
bility 
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bUity would have been probably corrcdled' by the 
greater varieties of occupation and purfoit to which 
a conftitution by orders would have given rife. 

All this violent cry againd the nobility I take 
to be a mere work of art. To be honoured and 
even privileged by the laws^ opinions^ and in- 
veterate iifages of our country, growing out of the 
prejudice of ages, has nothing to provoke horror 
and indignation in any man. Even to be too teu 
nacious of thofe privileges, is not abfolutely a crime. 
The ftrong druggie in every individual to preierve 
poflef&on of what he has found to belong to hiih 
and to diftinguifh him, is one of the fecurities 
againft injuftice and delpotifm implanted in our 
nature. It operates as an inftinft to iecure pro- 
perty, and to preierve coRimunittes^ Hk a iettlcd 
ftate. What is there to (hock in this ? Nobility is - 
a graceful ornament to the civil order. It is the 
Corinthian capital of pdiihed Ibcietjr. Omnes h^i 
nohtlitati femper favemus, was the faying of a wife 
and good man. It is indeed one fign of a liberal and 
benevolent nund to incline to it with finne fort 
of partial propenfity. He fceb no ennobling prin- 
ciple in his own heart who wifhes to level all the 
artificial inilitutions which have btea adopted far 
giving a body to opinion, and permanence to 
fugitive efteem. It is a four, malignant, envious 
dirpofition> without tafte for the reality or for any 
image or reprefentatioo of virtue, that fees with 
joy the unmerited fall of what had long flourilhed 
in fpkndour and in honour. I do not like to f^e 
any thing deftroyed; any void produced in (oaetft 
■ny ruin on the face of the land. It was therefore ' 
with no difappointmcnt or diiiatisfa&ion that ray 
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enquiries and obiervacion did not prefent to me anf 
incorrigible vices in the noblefle of France, or an)r 

abufe which could not be removed by a reform very 
ihort of abolition. Your nobkiTe did not defcrv;e 

J piintfliment i but to degrade is to punifh* 

It was with the fanne fadsfa&ion I found that the 
refult of my enquiry concerning your clergy was 
not difllmilar. Ic is no Toothing news to my ears, 
Aat great bodies of men are incurably corrupt. Ic 
is not with much credulity I liften to any, when 
they fpeak evil of thofe whom they are going to 
plunder* I rather fufpeifb that vices are feigned or 
exaggerated, when profit is looked for in their pu- 
nifliment. An enemy is a bad witnefs : a robber 
is a worfe. Vices and abufes there were undoubt« 
edly in that order, and muft be. It was an old 
cftabliihment, and not frequently revifed. But I 
iaw no crimes in the individuals that merited 
confifcation of their fubftance, nor thofe cruel in^ 
iuks and degradations, and that unnatural perfecu- 
tion which have been fubftitutcd in the place of 
meliorating regulation. 

If there had been any juft caufe for tlus new re- 
ligious perfecution, the atheiftic libellers, who ad ' 
as trumpeters to animate the populace to plunder, 
do not love any body fo much as not to dwell with 
complacence on the vices of the exifting clergy. 
This they have not done. They find themielves 
obliged to rake into the hiftories of former ages 
(which they have ranfacked with a malignant and 
profligate induftry) for every inftanceof oppreflion 
and perfecution which has been made by that body 
or in its favour, in order to juftify, upon very ini- . 

. f)uttou8^ becaufe very illogical principles of retalia- 

j * cion^ 
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tion, their own perfccutions, and their own cruel- 
ties. After deftroying all other genealogies and 
family diftinftions, they invent a fort of pedigree 
of crimes. It is not very juft to chaftife men for 
the offences of their natural anc.eftors i but to take 
the fi£bion of anceftry in a corporate fiicceffion, as 
a ground for punifhing men who have no relation 
to guilty acts, except in names and general deicrip. 
tions, is a fort of refinement in injuftice belonging 
to the philofophy of this enlightened age. The af- 
fembly punifhes men, many, if not mod, of whom 
abhor the violent conduft of ecclefiaflics in former 
times as much as their prefent periecutors can do, and 
who would be as loud and as ftrong in the expreflioa 
of that fenfe, if they were not well aware of the pur- 
poies for which all this declamatioB is employed. 

Corporate bodies are immortal for the good of 
the members, but not for their punifliment. Nations 
themfelves are fuch corporations. As well might we 
in England think of waging inexpiable war upon all 
Frenchmen for the evils which they have brought 
upon us in the feveral periods of our mutual hofti* 
• lities. You might, on your part, think yourfelves 
juflificd in falling upon all Englilhmen on ac- 
count of the unparalleled calamities brought upoa 
the people of France by the unjuft invafions of our 
Henries and our Edwards. Indeed we fliould be 
mutually juftified in this exterminatory war upoa 
each other, full as much as you are in the unpro- 
yoked perfocudon of your prefent countrymen^ on 
account of the conduct of men of the fame, nam^ 
in other times. 

We do not draw the moral lellbns we might 
from hiftory. On the contrary, without care it 
. • 7 may 
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may be ufcd to vitiate our min^ and (6 deftroy 

our happincfs. In hiftory a great volume is un- 
iroQed for our inftru&ion, drawing the materials of 
future wifdom from the paft errors and infirmities 
of mankind. It may, in the perverfion, ferve for 
a magazine, furnifliing ofFcnfive and defenfivc 
weapona for parties in church and ftaie, and fop- 
plying the means of keeping alive, or reviving 
diffenfions and animoficies, and adding fuel to 
civil fury. Hiftory confifts, for the greater part, 
of the miferies brought uport the world by pride, 
ambition, avarice, revenge, loft, fedition, hypocrify, 
ungoverned zeal, and all the train of diforderly ap- 
pedtiesa which (hake the public with the famd 

trottUovs dorms that tofs 
« The private ftate^ and rtnder Ufe uniwset." 

Thefe vices are the caufes of thofe fiorms. Re« 

ligion, morals, laws, prerogatives, privileges, liber- 
tics, rights of men, are the pretexts. The pretexts 
are always found in fome fpecious appearance of a 
real good. You would not fecurc men from ty- 
ranny and fedition, by rooting out of the mind the 
principles to which thefe fraudulent pretexts 
apply f If you did, yoo would root out every 
thing that is valuable in the humaji brcaft. fi% 
thefe are the pretexts, fo the ordinary actors and 
inftruments in great public evils are kings, priefts, 
magiftrates, fenates^ parliaments, national aflem-* 
blies, judges, and captains. You would not cure 
the evil by refolving, thjit there fliould be nQ 
more monarchs, nor minifters o( ftatt, nor of 
die gofpel ; no interpreters of few ; no general 
tfficers i no public councils. You might change 

the 
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the names. The things *iiiTfimic (hape muft remsun* 

A certain quantum of power muft always exift in 
community, in fbme hands, and under fome 
appdlation. Wife men will apply their remedies 
to vices, not to names'; to the caufes of evil 
which are permanent, not to the occafional organs 
by which they aA> and the tranfitory modes in 
which they appear. Otherwife you will be wife 
hiftorically, a fool in pradice. Seldom have two 
ages the fame fafliion in their pretexts and the 
fame modes of mifchief. Wickedne(s is a little 
more inventive. Whilft you are difcufllng falhion^ 
the fafliion is gone by. The very fame vice af- 
fumes a new body. The fpirit tranfmigrates \ and^ 
far fronei lofing its principip of life by the change ^ 
its appearance, it is renovated in its new organs 
with the frefh vigour of a juvenile adivity. It 
walks abroad ; it continues its ravages ; whilft yott 
are gtbbettog the carcafi, or demolifhing the tombi 
You are terrifying yourfelf with ghofts and appa- 
ritions, whilft your houfe is the haunt of robbers* 
Ic is thus wkh all thofe, who, attending only to the 
fliell and huik of hiltory, think they are waging war 
with intolerance, pride, and cruelty, whilft, under co- 
lour of abhorring the ill principles of antiquated par- 
ries, they are authorizing and feeding the fameodious 
vices in different faftions, and perhaps in worfe. 

Your citizens of Paris formerly had lent them- 
lelves as the ready inftruments to (laughter the foU 
lowersof Calvin, attheinfiunousmaflacreof St.Bar* 
tholomew. Whacftiould wc fay to thofe who could 
think of retaliating on the Parifians of this day the 
abomioadom and horrors of that time i They are 

P indeed 



indeed bcoughc to abhor tlnu maflacee. Jaockwn 
as they are, it is not difficult to make them 4ifiihe 

iti becauTe the politicians and fafhionable teacbera 
have no intereft in giving their pafliooa * csa£df 
the fame diie6Bon. . Still however diey fiftd k 
their intereft to keep the fame favage difpofitions 
alive. It was but the other day that they caufed dus 
very maffiuve to beaded on theftage fer-tke diimr- 
fion of the defcendants of thofe who comnnitted it. 
in this tragic farce they produced the cardinal *of 
LcHTaine in his robes of iunAioo,.oideriiig gmer^ 
flaoghter. Was this fpeftacle intended to make 
4iie Pari flans abhor perfecutiont and loath-theefiu- 
fion of blood -No, it was to^teaoh ibentto -per* 
fecute their own paftors j it was to excite them, by 
nu&>g a difguit and horror of their de^, to an 
tdacrkf in hontbg down- to* dcftruAion anioider, 
•which, if It ought to eziftiat all, oughmcresift not 
only in fafety, but in reverence. It was to ftinni* 
iate thtir cannibal appetites (i^htcb one-wouidtfaiiik 
had Been gorged loflkiently) by variety and ieaftnr 
ingi and to quicken them to an alercneft^n <ncw 
wurdeia and inafliicm,>if JtAiouldfuic^pQipofe 
•of the Guiles of dieday. An iMTetnbly, in whkh fat 
a multitude of pricfts and prelates, was obliged to 
fufier this indignity ac its door. Tlie'>aiithor'Wu 
not'fent to the galliesy^nor the playeis-to the hoofe 
,pf correftion. Not long after this exhibition, thofe 
players came forward to the affembly to claim 
the rites .of tkat very religion frhich they bad 
dared 'to expofe, aiid to fliew their p r oft i t n tedl 
faces in the fcnate, whilft the archbifliop of Paris^ 
wbofe function was- known to Ins people only bf 

his 
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jprjtycn mi beneidiAions, mi hi^ weal^ only by 

Jiis alms, is forced to abandon his houfe, and to 
fiy Ssom iun fyock (as from ravenous wolves) be- 
S^vtc, mily/iA the fixceenth Gentuiy, the Cardinal 
fif. Lorraine a rebel and a murderer. 

,^uch is the effedt gf the perverfion of .hiftgry, 
by ihofi^* wJ)P> for the fame nefarious purppfes, 
have perverted every other part of iearnipg. But 
thoft who will ftand upon that elevation of reafon, 
jwhich plages cei)t;uxies under our eye, and brings 
t^Migs to the true point of comparifon, which ob-^ 
jfcures little names, and effaces the colours of little 
parties, and to.whjch nothing can afcend but the 
ipirit and mpnil quality of human a&ions» will. (ay 
to the teachers of the Palais Royal, — the Cardinal 
p£ L/>rraiue was the mui^derer of the fixteeqth cen- 
you have the glory of being the murderers in 
t;he eighteenth ; and this is the only difference be- 
^fv^en yau. But hiftory, in the nineteenth century, 
ijctter underftood, and better efnployed, will, I 
truft, teach a civilized pofterity to abhor the mif- 
;(ieeds of both thefe barbarous ages. It will teach 
ifuture priefts and magiftrates not to retaliate upon 
jthe fpeculative and inaftive atheifts bf future times, 
^e, enormities comrnittcd by the prefent pradical 
|fCajQts,and furious fanatics of -diat wretched error, 
j^hiph, in its quiefcent ftate, is more than puniihed, 
whenever h is embraced. It will teach pofterity 
^t.to njake war upon either religion or philofo- 
j^f^ 46t the abufe which the hypocrites of both 
bavemade of the two moft valuable bleffmgs con- 
^Sffcd ^ssm us by the bpunty of the uaiy^ilal^jPa^ 

tron. 
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tron, who in all things etninencly favours and pro-* 
teAs the race of man. 

If your clergy, or any clergy, fhould fhew them- 
lelves vicious beyond the fair bounds allowed to 
hunun infirmity^ and to thofe profef&onal faults 
which can hardly be feparated from profeffional vir- 
tues, though their vices never can countenance the 
exerciie of oppreffion, I do admit, that they would 
naturally have the effeft of abating very much 
of our indignation againft the tyrants who exceed 
meafure and juftice in their punifhment. I can al- 
low in clergymen, through all their divilions, fome 
tenacioufnefs of their own opinion ; fonnc over- 
flowings of zeal for its propagation ; fome predi- 
kdion to their own ftate and ofEce $ fome attach- 
wient to the intereft of their own corps ; ibme 
preference to thofe who liften with docility to their 
do&rines, beyond thofe who fcorn and deride them. 
I allow all this, becaufe I am a man who have to 
deal with men, and who would not; through a vio- 
lence of toleration, run into the greateft of all in- 
tolerance. I muft bear with infirmities until they 
fefter into crimes. 

Undoubtedly, the natural progrefs of the paf- 
iions, from frailty to vice, ought to be prevented 
by a watchful eye and a firm hand. But is it true 
that the body of your clergy had pad thofe limits of 
a juft allowance i From the general fiyle of your 
late publications of all forts, one would be hd to 
believe that your clergy in France were a fort of 
tnonfters } an horrible compofition of fuperftition^ 
ignmmce, lloth, fraud, avarice, and tyranny. But 
, * is 
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is this true i Is it true, that the lapfe of time, the 

celTation of confliding interefts, the woful expe- 
rience of die evils refulcing from party rage, has 
bad no Ibrt .of influence gradually to meliorate 
their minds? Is it true, that they were daily re- 
newing invafions on the civil power, troubling the 
domeftic quiet of their country, and rendering 
the operations of its government feeble and preca-* 
rious ? Is it true, that the clergy of our times have 
preiTed down the laity with an iron hand, and were^ 
in all places, lighting up the fiies of a lavage, 
perfecution ? Did they by every fraud endeavour 
to encreafe their eftates i Did they ufe to exceed 
the diie demands on eftates that were their own i 
Or, rigidly ferewing up right into wrong, did they 
convert a legal claim into a vexatious extortion ? 
When not pofleiTed of power» were they filled 
with the vices of thofe who envy it ? Were they 
enflamed with a violent litigious fpirit of contro- 
vjerfyf Goaded on with the ambition of intel- 
leftual fovereignty, were they ready to fly in the 
face of all magiftracy, to fire churches, to mafTacre 
the priefts of other defcriptiods, to pull down al- 
tars, and to make their way over the ruins of fub- 
verted governments to an empire of doftrine, 
fometimcs flattering, fometimcs forcing the con- 
fciences of men from the jurifdidtion of public in- 
ftitutions into a fubmiffion to their perfonal autho- 
rity, beginning with a claim of liberty and ending 
with an abufe of power ? 

Thefe, or fome of thefe, were the vices objedted^ 
and not wholly without foundation, to Icveral of 
the chjarchnoeo of former times, >Yho belonged to 

f 3 , Jlxc 
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the two great parties which then divided and di£> 
traded Europe. 

If there was in France, as in other countries 
there vifibly is, a great abatc.iienc, rather than any 
increaie of thefe vices^ inftead of loading the pre* 
feht clergy with the crimes of other nien, and the 
odious character of other times, in common equity 
they ought to be praifed> encouraged, and fupport-* 
ed, in thdr departure irom a fpirit which difgraoed 
their predeceflbrs, and for having aflumed a temper 
of mind and manners mare fuitable to their facred 
fiindion. 

When my occafions took me into France, to^ 

wards the clofe of the late reign, the clergy, under 
all their forms, engaged a confidcrable part of my 
curiolity. So far from finding (except from ono 
let of men, not then very numerous though vew 
ry a(5live) the complaints and difcontents againll: 
that body, which fome publications had given me 
reaibn to expeft, I perdeived little or no public 
or private uneafinefs on their account. On fur- 
ther examination, 1 found the clergy in general^ 
perfons of moderate minds and decorous man* 
rters; I include the feculars, and the regulars 
of both fexes. I had not the good fortune to 
know a great many of the parochial clergy i but 
in general I received a perfeftly good account of 
dieir morals, and of their attention to then* duti^. 
With fome of the higher clergy I had a perfonal 
acquaintances and of the red in that clafs, very 
good meaAs of informati6n» They were;, aknbft 
all of them, perfons of noble birth. They rcfem- 
bkd others of their own rank i and where there wa$ 



0 



( ) 

mp^l^mnc9, it in. their, (dgronxr, . They, 
more fully educated than die milicary nobleffi; i. lb 

• as by no means to difgrace their profeflion by ig- 
noraaQQ, or by want of fttnefs for the cj^crcifc of 
tMf: vtfihodty*. They feemed to me> beyond the 
dMoal- charafter, liberal and open; with tho 
hearts of gentlemen, and men of honour ; neitheu 
iofolent nor fervile in, tjieir manner^ and conduA* 
Tb^ iecmed to me wkst a fuperior dafti a ktt 
of mcn^ amoQgft whom you would not be furprifed 
to find a henelon. I faw among the clergy iuPari^ 
(maay of the defcrqmn are not to be mec witl» 
any whene) men of great learning and candour ; and 

I had reafon to believe, that this dcfcription was not 
confined CP fans. What 1 found in odier pUc€«> 
I knonr waa nccidewcalj and thercfione to be prt-. 
fimied a^ fair fample. I fpent a ibw days in a pro* 
vincial town, where, in the abfence of the bifhop, 
I paQM my evenings with three clergymfi% hta. 
Yicfva general peribos who would li»Ye done 
honour to any church. They were all well m- 
formedi two of them of deep, general, and 

exienAv^ eruditkni, antient apd ooodera, ori^iil 
and weftern s particularly in their own profbffioiu 

They had a more extcnfive knowledge of our 
£j\gUih divines than I expeded; and they en* 
Xfittdi into the genius of thofe writers with « cri^ 
tical accuracy. One of thcle gentlemen ia finet 
dead, the Abbe Morangis. I pay this tribute, with- 
QUC relu&ance* to the memory of chat noble, reve- 
nend» karned* and excellent perfim ; and I fliould 

do the fame, with equal cheerful nefs, to the me- 
rits of the QtherSj wUo I bcii^vc are fiiU kvi^gr 
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if I did not fear to hurt chofe whom I am unable 
to fcrve. 

- Some of thefe ecclefiaftics of rank, are, by 
all titles, perfons dcferving of general refpeft. 
They are delenring of gratitude from me, and from 
many Englifh. If this letter fhould ever come 
into their hands, I hope ihty will bciteve there arc 
* thofe of our nation who feel for their unmerited 
hWy and for the cruel confifeotion of their fortunes, 
with no common fenfibility. What I fay of them 
is a teilliiK>ny, as far as one feeble voice can go^ 
which I owe to trudu Whenever the queftioii 
of this unnatural periecution is concerned, I will 
pay it. No one fhall prevent me from being juft 
and grateful. The time is fitted for the dutyi 
and it is particularly becoming to fhew our juftice 
and gratitude, when thole who have deferved well 
of us and of mankind are labouring under popular 
obloquy and the perfecutions of oppreffive power* 

You had before your revolution about an hundred 
and twenty bifhops. A few of them were men of 
eminent fandity, and charity without limit. • When 
we talk of the heroic, of courfe we talk<^ rare, vir<* 
toe. I believe the inftances of eminent depravity 
may be as rare amongft them as thofe of tranfcendent 
goodnefs. Examples of avarice and of licentioufnefs 
may be picked out, I do not queftion it, by thofe who 
delight in the inveftigation which leads to fuch dif- 
coveries. A man, as old as I am, will not be aftonifli- 
ed that feveral, in every defcription, do not lead that 
perfeft life of felf-^knial, with regard to wealth or to 
pleafure, which is wifhed for by all, by fome expeft^ 
but none exa^ed witl^ more rigour, than by 
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thofe who are the moft attentive to their own in^ 

terefts, or the moft indulgent to their own pafllons- 
When I was in France^ I am certain that the num- 
ber of viciou$ prelates was not great. Certain in- 
dividuals among them not diftinguifhable' for the 
regularity of their lives, made feme amends for 
their want of the fevere vinues, in their poiieffion of 
the liberal ; and were endowed with qualities whieh 
made them ufeful in the church and ftate, I am 
told, that with few exceptions, Louis the Sixteenth 
had been more attentive to charaSer, in his pro* 
motions to that rank, than his immediate prede- 
ce^for ; and I believe, (as fome fpirit of reform has 
prevailed through the whole reign) that it may be 
true. But the prefcnt ruling power has ftiewn a 
difpofition only to plunder the church. It ha^ 
punifhed all prelates; which is to favour the vici<- 
0us, at leaft in point of reputation. It has made 
a degrading penfionary eftablifhment, to which 
no man of liberal ideas or liberal condition will 
deftine his children. It muft fettle into the loweft 
clafics of the people. As with you the inferior 
clergy are not numerous enough for their duties ; 
as- the& duties are, beyond mealure, minute ai^d 
toilfbme ; as you have left no middle claffcs of 
clergy at their eafc, in future nothing of fcience or . 
erudition can exilt in the Gallican church. To 
complete the proje61:> without the leaft attention to 
• the rights of patrons, the afiembly has provided in 
future an elcftive clergy an arrangement which 
will drive out of the clerical profeffion all men of 
fbbriety ; all who can pretend to independence in 
^eir function or their condudti and which will 

the iRfh<Hc dircftiQD of the public ifl)^d intp 
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the hands of a fet of licentious, boki> crafty-, fac- 
tious, Saitering wretches, of fuch condttioa aad 
fuch habits of life as will make thrir contemptible 
peoiions (in compariion of which the ftipend of 
SIH exciieman is lucrative and honourabie) an ob- 
jeft of low and illiberal intrigue. Thofe officers, 
whom they ft ill call bifhbps, arc to be elecled to 
a provifion comparatively mean, through the fame 
arts, (that is, ekftioncering arts) by men of aU le^ 
iigious tenets that are known or can be invented* 
The new lawgivers have net afcertaincd any thing 
whatioevcr concerning their qualifications, relative 
cither to do&rine or ro nioralsi no more than tbejr 
bam done with regard to the fubordiAaae dei^ ; 
nor do€s it appear bur that both the higher and 
the lower may, at their difcrecicHi, pra<5tire or 
preach any mode of religion or irrel^on thai 
they pleafe. I do not yet (ee what the jurifdidioa 
of bilhops over their lubordinates is to be ; or whe- 
ther they are to have any juhfdidioo at aU. 

In fliort. Sir, it feenis to nne, diat this new ec* 
clefiaftical eftablilhment is intended only to be 
temporary, and preparatory to the utter abolition> 
wnder any of ks forms, of the Chriftian idi^on^ 
whenever the nunds of men aie prepared for this 
laft ilrokc againft: it, by the accomplilhnDcnt of the 
plan for bringing its miniftiers into univerfal con- 
tempt; They who wiU not believe, that the phih>» 
lophical fiuiaticB who guide in thefe matters, have 
long entertaint d fuch a defign, are uncrly ignorant 
of their cbarackr and proceedings. Thefe enthuii* 
afts do not fcniple to avow their opiiiioot, that a flaie 
can fubfift without any reiigi<m better than mdi ^att 
thaStiie^ arc able to fupply the place of any 

good 
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good which may be in it, by a project of their own 
^^natnAfy by a fore of education they have ittia:> 
gined, founded in a knowledge of the phyfical w^atits 
of men ; progrefTively carried to an enlightened felf- 
intcreft, which, when well underftood, they tell us 
will identify with an incarit more enlat^U itid 
public. The fcheme of this education has beeif 
long known. Of late they diftinguifli it (as they 
have got an entire new nomenclature of technical 
terms) by the name of a Civic Educatim. 

1 hope their partizans in' England, (to whom I 
rather attribute very inconfiderate conduct thatr 
the ultimate objecl in this detellable defign) will 
fucceed neither in the .pillage of the ecclefiaftics^ 
nor in the introduftion of a principle of popular 
eledion to our bifiioprics and parochial cures. 
This, in the prefcnt condition of the world, woald 
be the laft corruption of the church $ the titter ruin 
of the clerical charader ; the mod: dangerous (hock 
that the ftate ever received through a mifunder- 
ftoodarrai^;ement of religion. I know weU enough 
that thebifhopricks and cures, under kingly and ftig'-^ 
noral patronage, as now they are in England, and 
as they have been lately in France, are ibmetimcs 
acqukcd by unwoithy methods; but the other mode 
of ecclefiaftical canvas fubjeds thefn infinitely more 
Airely and more generally to all the evil arts of low 
ambition, which, operating on and through greater 
numbers, will produce milchief in proportion* 
• Thofe of you who have robbed the clergy, 
diink that they fhall eafily reconcile their con- 
4n& to aU proteftant nations ; becaufe the clergy, 
^bocn ;he^ have (hus plundered^ degraded, agd 

• given 
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given oyer to mockery and fcorn, are of the Ro-i 
man Catholic^ that is, of their own pretended pcr- 
fuafion. I have no doubt that fome mtfeiable 
bigots will be found here as well as elfewhere, who 
liate feds and parties ditFerenc frorn their own, 
more than they love the fubllance of religion ; and 
who are more angry with thole who difierfrom 
them in their particular plans and fyilems, than 
difpleaied with ihoie who attack the foundation 
of our common hope. Thefe men will write and 
fpeak on the fubjcA in the manner that is to be 
expedited from their temper and charadcr. Burnet 
fays, that when he was in France, in the year 168 
the method which carried over the men of the 

** fineft parts to popery was this they brought 

themfelves to doubt of the whole Chriftian re-i 
ligion. When that was once done, it feemed a 
^ more indifferent thing of what fide or form they 
^ continued outwardly.'* If this was then the 
ecclefiaftic policy of France, it is what they have 
fince but too much reafon to repent of* They 
preferred atheifm to a form of religion not agree- 
able to their ideas. They fucceeded in dellroying 
that form^ and atheifm has fucceeded tn de(lroy<r 
ing them. I can readily give credit to Burnet's 
flory ; becaufe I have obferved too much of a 
fimilar fpirit (for a little of it is " much too much") 
among^ ourfelyes, Xbe bimour> however^ is ooi; 
general. 

The teachers who reformed oor religion in Eng- 
land bore no fore of refemblance to your prefent 
reforming • do&ors in Paris. Perhaps they were 
(like thofe whotp they oppofed) tathier pore than 

could 
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COtiki be wiflied under the influence of a party fpl- 
tk i but they were moft fincere believers ; men of 
the mod: fervent and exalted piety ; ready to die (as 
fome of them did die) like true heroes in defence 
of their particular ideas of Chriftianityj as they 
"would with equal fortitude, and more chearfuUy, 
for that ftock of general truth, for the branches of 
which they contended with their blood. Thefc 
men would have difavowed with horror thofe 
^wretches who claimed a fellowihip with them upon 
no other titles than thole of their having pillaged 
the perfons with w'lcm they maintained contro- 
verfies, and their having defpifed the common 
religion, for the purity of which they exerted them- 
felves with a zeal, which unequivocally befpoke 
their highe(k reverence for the fubftance of that 
fyftem which they wiflied to reform. Many of their 
defcendants have retained the fame zeal j but, (as 
lefs engaged in confli^} with more moderation. 
They do riot forget that juftice and mercy arc 
iubftantial parts of religion. Impious men do not 
recommend themfelvcs to their communion by ini- 
quity and cruelty towards any defcription of their 
fellow creatures. 

We hear thcfe new teachers continually boafting 
of- their fpirit of toleration. That thofe perfons ; 
fliould tolerate all opinions^ who think none to 
be of ellimation, is a matter of fmall merit. 
, £quai negkft is not imparti^ kindnefs. The 
fpecies of benevolence> which arifes from -con-^ 
tempt, is no true charity. There arc in England 
abundance of men who tolerate in the true fpirit 
«f t^cmtioR^it Jkhtj dlinl& xhsi dogtniu oCreligion, 
:. ■ • though 




mid dm MWiigft them there is, as jai m igfl afi 

things of value, a juft ground of prtrfcrcncc. 
Xbcy iavour, therefore, and they tokxatc Thg 

rfe ibcjr dcQiife opiiBoat» boc 
they refpeft juilicc They v-oL^d re- 
rtKcadj aod afie&iooatciy ptoced all teligons^ 
btcsaak Acf love and ycocrate the grot prin- 
ciple upon which dicf all nigrcc, and the great 
objcd to which they are all direcled. They be- 
gin more aod ipotc piaijily to difcern, that pc 
have all a ootnroon caaic> as ag^uvft z com* 
fDon enemy. They will not be milled by the 
fpirit of fadion, as not to didinguifh what is done 
in favour of their fubdivifion, from thofe acls of 
boftility, wiuchy thioiigh Ibme panicalar defcrip- 
tiof), are aimed at the whole corps, in which they 
themfclves^ uoder another denominatioo> are inclu- 
ded* It is hnpoflihle for me to lay what iqay be 
the diaraAer of every dcfcription of men amongft 
m» But I fpeak for the greater partj and for 
shem, I mud tell you, that facrikge is no part of 
cheir doArine of good work^ ; chat» fo &r 6am 
calling yon into their feltowlhip on foch tide, if 
your profeflbrs are admitted to their communion, 
xbey muft carefully conceal their .do&rioe of. the 
lawfuloefi of the profcription of iooocem 0x04 
and that they mud make reftitution of all ftokn 
goods .whatfpcver* Till then (bey nie.jiQDe. of 
ours. 

You may Aippofe thac we do not approve your 

c;onfifcation of the revenues of bifhops, and deims, 
aod chapters^ and parochial clergy j^SkSiog in- 
dependent 
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^C|HHldcnt . eftates ariiSuig (rotn Und» dcOMir^ 4W* 
ium the lame ibit «f <H9iabliihindnt ia EaglancU 

uThat objeftion, you will fay, cannot hold as to the 
<]Qiigica£ion of the goods of monks.aad iiunS| and 
ihe abdtdofi -of their order. It is true^ that itbia 
particular part of your general confifcation dojss not 
£ogland>.as a precedent in^Kunc: bu|therea« 
£m.applies ; and it goes a great way. *T4ie long 
IBBlUament confifcated the lands of deans and chap- 
irrs in England on theiamc ideas. upon ^^hidi your 
atfemblyjietto fale tbeiands of .the nKMtafliO'Oiders, 
Sut it is in the principle of injuftice that the dan- 
ger iies^ and not in the defcription of perlqns on 
«dxim it >is firil ezercifcd. I fee, in .a country 
verynear us, a cotnde of fiolicy purlbed, '^jiieh 
lets juftice, the common concern of mankind, .at 
defiance. With the national afTembly of Franoe^ 
pAftifion is nothing) Jaw and ulage-are nothing. I 
fee the national aiTembly openly reprobate the doc- 
trine ofprcfcription, which * one of the greateft of 
their' own lawyers tells os,* with great tnxhj ia*a 
part of the law of nature. He tells us, that the pofi- 
iive afcertainmennt of its limits, and its Security from 
iovafiion, 'Wcre among the paufes |br which civil 
focicty itfelf: has been ioftitiited. If pfelcription bei 
once lhakcn, no fpecies of property is fecure, when it 
mce^beoomes an objedt large enough to tempt the 
cuf»(^ *df indigent pow^. I iee a praAice per- 
fectly correfpondent to their contempt of this great 
fundannental.partof natural law. I fee the confiica** 
fOt«%e^n'wkkbilhops> and^chapters,,and monafte- 

xies i 
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ties; but I do not fee them end there. .1 lee the 
prinoesof the blood, wfao» by theoldeftufages of that 

kingdom, held large landed eftates, (hardly with the 
compliment of a debate) deprived of their polTef* 
fionSy and in lieu of their ftabk independent pro- 
perty, reduced to theliope of Ibme precarious, cha- 
ritable penfion, at the pleafure of an aflembly, 
which of courfe will pay little regard to the rights 
of penGoncrs at pleafijre> when it defpifes thofe of 
kgal proprietors. Flufhed with the infolence bf 
their firft inglorious vidories, and prefled by the 
didreiTes caufed by their luft of unhallowed lucre^ 
difappointed but not diicouraged, they have ^t 
length ventured completely to fubvert all pro- 
perty of all defcriptions throughout the extent of 
^ great kingdom. They have compelled all men^ 
in all traniafdons of commerce, in the difpofal of 
lands, in civil dealing, and through the whole com- 
munion of life, to accept as per fed payment and 
good and lawful tender, the fymbols of their Ipecu- 
Jations on a projefted fale of their plunder. What 
veftiges of liberty or property, have they left ? The 
tenant-right of a cabbage-garden, a year's intereft 
in a hovel, the good-will of an alehoufe, or a baker's 
fliop, the very lhadowof a conftructive property, arc 
more ceremonioufly treated in our parliament than 
with you the oldeft and moft valuable landed poflef- 
fions, in the hands of the moft rcfpeiftablc per- 
fonages, or than the whole body of the monied and 
commercial intcfcil of your country. We en- 
tertain an high opinion of .the legiflative autho- 
rity I but we have neycr dreamt that parliaments 
had any right whatever to violate property, to 

over- 
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own fidVion in the place of that which is. real, and 
recognized by the law of. nations. But you, who 
begajx mth refufuj^io fubmic to the moft mode- 
rate reftraiflts, have ended by eftabli(hing an uri-s 
heard of d-dpotifin. I find the ground upon which 
your confifcators go is this i that indeed their pro- 
ceedings could not be fupported m a court of juf- 
tice ; but that the rules of prefcription cannot bind 
a legiflative afTembly *. So that this legiflativc 
aflembly of a free nation J[its,.:not for the lecurity^ 
but for the deftruftion of property, and riot of pro- 
perty only, but of every rule and maxim which can 
give it ftabilicyj and of thofe inftruments which can 
alone give it circulation. 

• When the Anabaptifts of Munflrer, in the fix-^ 
teenth century, had filled Germany with confufioa 
by their fyftem of levelling and their wild opi- 
nions concerning property, to what country in 
Europe did not the progrefs of their fury furnilh 
juft caufe of alarm ? Of all things, vi^ifdpm is the 
xnoft terrified with epidemical fanatidfrn, becaufe 
of idl eiiemies it is that againft which (he is the 
leaft able to furnifh any kind of refource. W« 
cannot be ignoi;ant; of the fpirit of atheiilical fana- 
ticifm, that is infpired by a nliiltitude of writings, 
difperfed with incredible afliduity and expence, 
and by fermons dellv^ed in aU the ftreet^ and 
]>laces'6f public refort in Paris. .Thde writings 
and ferttions have filled the populace with a 

• Speech of Mr* Camas, pUbltfhed hf mdtr of tlie Na- 

iionai Afl'embly. 

' • . * black 
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black and favage atiocity of mind, ^hich fupcr- 
iedes in tbem the common feelings of nature^ as 
wdl as all fimtimems of moraticy and religion i inib- 

much that thefe wretches are induced to bear with 
a fuUen patience the intolerable . dlflreiTes brought 
upon them by the violent tx>nvuli]ons and per- 
mutations that have been made in property*? 
Tht fpirit of profeiytirm attends this fpirit of fa- 
naticifm. They have focieties to cabal and cor- 
refpond at home and abroad -for the propagation 
of their tenets. The republic of Berne, one of 

• Whether the following defcription is ftri£lly true I know 
not; but it is what the publiihers would have pafs for true, in 
order to animate others. In a letter from Toui, given in one 
•f their papers, is the following palTage concerning the peo- 
ple «f that diftrift: *' Pans la devolution a^elle* ili 
" oat rafific a tDOtes \t% Jedu3iom du iigoti/me, aux per^ 
JiaOivm et futx traeqffmts de& EnnemU cb la Revok* 
don. Oiibluan kurs fins gremds inth-iu poor mndre kom- 
mage mx vnes d'bidre gaml qui- oat ^ottfiniae VJ^ 
«« :fenl>lee KHtMoale, tti wiieiic,^ fi pUdmire^ .AqpiprkBer 
cette ibfile -d'etaBiflemeiis e^dlfialtiqiies jiar lefqueU (b 
fuh/tjloient ; et m^me, en perdant kur fiege cpifcopal, ItlMe 
« dc toutes ces reffources qui pouvoit, oa plut6t qmiinfth, iw 
•« toutg eqNtte, leur etre confervee ; condaoines a la plus ^ra^- 
*« ante tmserey fans avoir ete ni pu etre itttendus, ils ne murmur ent 
•« pointy ils reftent fideles auxprincipes du plus pur patriotifmc; 

ils font encore prets a uer/er leur fang pour ic maintien de 
*' la Conftitution, qui va reduire hur Ville a In plus deploralAt 
itullite** Thefe people are not fuppofed to have endured 
tbofe fu&ni^s and ii^qftices ifl a &ruggle fb^ for the 

laWaccount fiates truly that ihey hadjjeen alwi^a £ree ; their 
patience in beggary aiid ntin** and their fufferlng/ without re- 

JIBTTflrn nffj thf XPf*^ fl^y^T^ *"^ mnfefled injuftigg. if ftri^y 

true, can be nothbg bat the eff^a of this diie iaoadc^. 
A gieat mnldtode all omJ^mce lain tkeiaaie conditioiiaad 
the (halt UQper. 

the 
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the happicft, the mofl: profperous, and the beft go- 
verned countries upon earthy is one o( the grea( 
QbjcAs, at the deftruftion of which they aim. 
I am told thi^y have in lonne meafure iucceeded 
in fowing there the feeds of difcontent» They 
are bufy throughout Germany. Spain and Italy 
have no% been untried. England id not left/>iit of 
the -comprehenfive fchcmc of their malignant cha- 
rity ; and in England We find thofe who flretch 
out their arms to them, who recommend their 
examples from more than one pulpit, and who 
choofe, iti more than one periodical meeting, 
publicly to correfpond with them^ to applaud 
ihttn, and to hold them up as otgedU for 
imitation ; who receive froni them tokens of con- 
fraternity, and ftandards confecrated amidfl: their 
grkes and^myftefies*; who fuggeft to them leagues 
of perpetual amity> at the very time when the 
power, to which our conftitution has exclufively 
delegated the federative c*!.pacity of this king* 
dom, may 6nd it expedient to make war upon 
them. 

It is not my fear of the confilcation of our 
church property from this example in France that 
I dread, though T think this would be no trifling 

evil. The great fource of my folicitude is^ lead it 
Ihould ever be confidered in England as the policy 
of a date, to feek a relburce in confifcations of 
anv kind j or that any one defcription 6f citizens 
jQi^ould be brought to regard any of the others as 

* See the proceedings of the confederation at Natax, 

(Xji their 
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thdr proper prey*.. Nations arc wading deeper 

and deeper into an ocean of boundlefs debt. Pub- 
lic debts, which ar firft were a fecurity to govern- 
mentSy by interefting many m the public tran- 
quillity, are likely in their cxcefs to become the 
means of their fubvcrfion. If governments pro- 
vide for thefe debts by heavy iuipofitions, they pe- 
rifh by becoming odious to the people. If they do 
not provide for them, they will be undone by the 
ctforts of the mod dangerous of all parties ; I mean 
an extenfivedifcontented monied intered, injured and 
not deftroyed. The men who compofe this intereft 
look for their fecurity, in the firfl infbance, to the fi-. 
delity of government j in die fccond, to its power. If 
they find the old governments efiete, worn out, and 

« 

* Si plates hat n qidbos impvobe datam eft, qnam iQI 
«* qtnboft iajaile adaaptom eft, idctrcopIo» edam valeni? N«i 
eoim nameio hsc ji^cantur ied ponderc Qgaia motsfli 
** hahet xquitatem, nt agnim molds vans, ant edaa laecidls 
** ante po^fibin* qui notfimi habnit habeat ; qui autem ha- 
bait amittar. Ac, propter boc injoriac genus, Lacedsmonii 
*' Lylandrum Ephorain expulenmt : Agin regem (quod nun- 
<« quara aotea apod cos aod^erat) necavenmt : exque eo tem- 
« pore tants difcordlafr iecotx font, at et tyranni exfillcrinc, et 
optimates cxterminarentBr, ct preclarxffime conftituca ref- 
publica dilaberetur. Ncc vero folum ipfa ceci-i:, Ted etiani 
reliquam Graeciam evcrtit contagionibus malorum, qu.i; a 
Lacedxmoniis profeflos manarunt latius." — After fpeaking 
or" the cor.ducl of the moid cf true patriots, Araius of Sycion, 
which was in a very difTcrerit I'pirit, he fays, *' Sic par ell agere 
«' cum civibus ; non ut bis jam vidimuj, haftam in foro poncre 
*« ct bona civium voci fubjicerc prxconis. At ille Gra^cus (id 
*• quod fuit fipientis et prsftantis viri) omnibus confulendum 
«* cife putavit : eaquc cfl fumma ratio et faj icntia boni civis, 
*' commoda civium non divcllerc> led omnes cadcio aequitaie 
•* contincrc." Cic. Off. i. a. 

7* wjtb 
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v^ith their fprings relaxed, fo as not to be of fufEcicnt 
vigour tor (heir purpo&s^ they may feek new ones that 
ihall iye poflefled of more energy and this energy . 
will be derived, not from an acquifitiori of rcfoiirces, 
but from a contempt of juilice. Revolutions are. 
favourable to confiTcatioaj and it is impoOfible to 
know under what obnoxious names the. next con-, 
fifcations wiU be authorifed. I am furc that .the 
principles predominant in France .extend to very 
many perfons and defcriptions of perfbns in all 
countries who think their innoxious indolence their 
iecurity. This kind of iniv>cence in proprietors may 
be argued into inutility; and inutility into an unfit* 
nefs for their ellates. M iny parts of Europe are in 
open dilbrder. In imny others there is a hollow mur- 
nuiring under ground $ a confufed movement is felt^ 
that threatens a general earthquake in the political 
world. Already confederacies and corrcfpondences 
of the moft extraordinary nature are forming, ia 
feveral countries*. In fuch a ftate of things we 
ought to ho^ /ourlclves upon our guard. .In aU 
mutations (if mutations muft be) the circumftance 
which will ferve moft to blunt the edge of their 
mifchief, and to promote what good may be in 
them, is, that they ihould find us with our minds 
tenacious of juftice, and tender of property. 

But it will be argued, that this confifcation in 
France ought not to alarm other nations. They fay 
it is Jiot made from wanton rapacity ; that it is a 

• See two books intitled, Enige Originalfcbrifteh des IIIq- 
jninatenordeas.— Syllem und Folgen des Illamiiiateiiordens. 

Monclien 1787, 
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g^eat meafure of national policy, adopted to rc- ' 
more an extenfive, inTecentCs fuperftttious mtf- 

chief. It is with the greateft difficulty that I am 
able to feparate policy from juftice. Juftice is 
itfelf the great' ftiandiog policy of civil ibeid^ ; - ajj 
a(ny cmiiieBI'departurc fhwn it, under iflTy cifcom* 
fiances, lies under the fufpicion of being no policy 
at all. 

**'^hcn men arc encouraged to go into a cereain 

mode of life by the exifting laws, and protefted in 
that mode as in a lawful occupation — when they 
have accommodated all their kieas, and aH tfretr* 
habits to it — when the law had long made their 
adherence to its rules a ground of reputation, and 
their departure fix)m them a ground of difgrace 
and even of penalty— I am furc it is unjuft in le- 
giflature, by an arbitrary afV, to offer a fudden 
violence to their minds and their feelings^ 3 -forci^ 
biy to degrade them from their ftate and condi«' 
tion, and to ftigmatize with fliame and infamy that 
charader and thofe cufloms which before had been 
made the meafure of their happinefs and honour. 
If to this be added an expulfion fp6m their habita- 
tions, and a conhfcation of all their goods, I am • 
not fag^cious enough to difcover how this de^otib 
fport, made of the feelings, confciences, J)re5iidices, 
and properties of mcn^ can be difcriminated from 
the r^nkeft tyranny. ' * 

If the inj^ce of the courfc purfued in Fra/icc 
be clear, the policy of the meafure, that is> the 
public benefit to be expeAed from it, ought to be 
at kaft as evident, and at leaft as important. To a 
W4n whu afts under the influence of nopaffion, whq 
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has fxidiing in view in his projcfts but die, public 

goad, a great difference will immediately ftrike 
him, between what policy would didlate oathc ori- 
ginal int;rQdvi6iion of fuch infticucip^s,. and on a 
qucftldii' of their total abolition, where they have 
caft their roots wide and deep, and where by long 
babic things more valuable, than thendelves are fo 
ackpted to theno, and in a manner intecwoven with 
them, that the one cannot be deflroyed without' 
notably impairing the. other. He might be em- 
bacra&d} if che qsSe were really fuch as ibphillers 
reprefent it in their paltry ftyle of debating. But in 
this, as in moll queftions of ftatc, there is a middle. 
There is fomething elfe than the mere altemadve 
of abibUjte deflxu&ion» or unrefi>nned eziftence* 
Spartam noMus es banc exorna. This is, in my opi- 
nion> a rule of profound fenfe^ and ought never to 
depart from the mind of an honeft refiinner«. I ^ 
cannot conceive how any man can have brought ; 
himfelf to that pitch of prefumption, to con- 
fider his country as nothing but earfe blanche^ 
upon which he may fcribbte whatever he pleafes# 
A man full of warm fpeculative benevolence may 
% wiih his focicty otherwife conilituted tlxao he finc^ 
it| but agood patriot^ anda true jpoliticiaii, always 
confiders how he fhall make the moft of the exift- / 
ing materials of his country. A difpofition to pre- j 
fcrve, and an ability to improve, tak.en cogether« 
would be my ftandard of a ftatefmaq. Evecy. thing 
eUe is vulgar in the conception^ perilous in the 
execution. 

There are moments in the fortune of ftates 

• • • 

whea particular m^a are called ta ipmkt improve* 

0^4 ' menta 
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mcfits by peat mental excnioiu In tfaofe insv 
mcntSy even when they fcem to ayof Ac corf* 

dencc of their prince and country, and to be m- 
Tcftcd with full authority they have not always 
apt inftrunients* A politician, to do great things, 
looks for a pawer, what our workmen call zfur* 
chfi'e; and if he finds that power, in poiirics as in 
mechanics he caiuiot be at a lofs to apply it. In 
the monaftic inftitutions, in my opinion* was found 
a great for die mechanifin of politic benevo- 
lence. There were revenues with a public ciircction; 
tJiere were men wholly fee apart and dedicated to 
public purpoles, without any other than public ties 
and public principles ; men vddiout the poflibility 
of converting the edate of the community into a 
private fortune ; men denied to fclf-intereftsj whole 
avarice b for feme community ; men to whom per* 
fonal poverty is honour, and implicit obedience 
ftands in the place of freedom. In vain (hall a man 
look to the poiiibility of making fuch things when 
he wants them. The winds blow as they lift. 
Thefe inftitutions are the produdls of cnthufiafm; 
they are the inftruments of wildom, Wifdom 
cannot create materials ; they are the gifts of na- 
ture or of chance } her pride is in the ufe. The 
perennial exiflence of bociRb corporate and their 
fortunes^ are things farticulariy fuiccd to a aian whQ 
« has long views ; who medicates defigns that requkc 
time in fafliioning ; and which propofe diiration 
when they are accomplifhed. He is not deferv- 
ing to rank high, or eyeo to be mentioned in 
. the order of great ftatefmenj who, having obtained 
. the command and direAion of fuch a power as 
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indfted in the wealth, the difcipline, and the. h^U 
bits of fuch corporations, as thofe which you 

have rafhly deftrayed, cannot find any way of 
{Converting it to the great and lading benefit 
of his coundy. On the view of this fubjeft a 
ihoufand ufes fuggeft themfelvcs to a contriving 
mind. To deftroy any power, growing wild 
from the rank produ&ive for<:e of the human 
mind, is almoft tantamount, in the moral world, 
to the deftriidion of the apparently adive pro-». 
perdes of bodies in the material* It would 
be like die attempt to deftroy (if it were in 
pur competence to deftroy) the cxpanfive force 
of fixed air in nitre, or the power of fteam, 
pr of cleftricity, or of magnettfm. Tiiefe 
energies always exifted in nature, and they 
were always dilcernible. They^ fccmed, fonae 
of them unferviceable, fome noxious, fome no 
better than a fport to children ; until contem* 
plative ability, combining with pradic ikill, tamed 
their wild nature, fubdued them to ufe, and ren* 
dered them at once the moft powerful and tHc 
fno& tradable agents, in fubfervience to the 
' great views and defigns of men. Did fifty 
thouiand perfons, whofe mental and whole bbdilf 
labour you might dired, and fo many hundred' 
thouiiind a year of a revenue» which was neither 
lazy nor fuperftitious, appear too big for yowP 
abilities to wield ? Had you no way of ufing the 
men but by converting monks into penfioners? 
Had you no way of. turning the revenue to ac« 
p>unt, but through the improvident refource of a 

, Ipcndthrif; 
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fpcadthfik falc ? If yoix were thus dcilituce ofrncn^ 
f^faads, the piocecdjig is in its narurai couric. 
Ymof pofiDdaas do noc iiwk dieir mdch 
afid tbcrefbre they fell rhcir tools. 

Bat the mditucions our of fupcrttiuoB ia tbcir 
wiy principle laod tbcy pouriih it fcy> |m i imm h^. 
smI ftattdnig iaBufngCi Tins 1 do boc mean 
cHrpiKe J bu: this ou^hc not to hinder you fim 
dcvivjagifooi fuper&tioo itfelf asy rdburces wiiicl^ 
anf thence be fiwiflird fiv tbe public adfaan^gr* 
Tov denre bcncfia from iMwiy dilpofickm and 
many pafTiors of the human inind, which ajc of as 
doubc^l a colour ia die moiai eje» a& ftipegftkioa 
kfcif. If wm yom buTinets co corroft and mtcigaae 
cmy.thing tiiiich ws noxious is diis paffiom as 
in ali the paiSons. Bet is ruptTftition the greateft 
cr dk poi&bk vices i la its pofCb^: excels i think 
M b e c o m e s n very great eviL It is, bowcvcr^ 
moral fobjed ; and of courfe admits of all d^;rees 
and all oiodiiications. Superliicion is the rdigioa 
«f ieeUe xsiods i atid they muft be tolerated in aa 
jncennixtinecf it, in ibme trifitngor fimeeatfaiiG* 
aflic (hajK: or other, clfe you will deprive weak 
!r ndsaf a re four ce found necedary to tiie ftroogeft* 
Tbe body of ail triK religion confitts^ to be fiii€» in 
obedience to the will of the (bvereign of thcwodd$ 
ma confidence in his declarations j and aa i'liicaticn 
6t ius perfections. The reft is our own. U may be 
prtjudlcial to the great end ; it may be auat^iasy^ 
IrVifc men, who as fuch, are nut admirers (not 
admirers at kail of the Munera iVrr^ J are not 
f iokndy acucbcd to thefe tln^p^ nor. do they 

violently 
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irklentfy hate them. Wifitom h not mo^ 
fe^ete eonfOor of felly. They are the rM-foU 

lies> which mutually wage fo unrelenting a war 5. 
and which make fo cruel a ufe of theur advamagesi- 
as diey cm happen to engage the immoderace vul- 
gar on the one fide or the other in* their quar- 
rels. Prudence would b& neuter ; but if, in the 
coAtentkm between fond aaadnnent and fierce 
antipathy concerning things in their nature not 
made to produce fuch heacs» a prudent man wero 
obliged te malte a clioie^ of wtet errors and 
cxceflfes of ^MhuMm he wduld condemn or bear, 
perhaps he would think, that which builds, to 
be more t^rable than thac which demoUfbes^ 
flat which adctns a country, than that which 
deforms it — that which endows, than that which 
phinders-— that which difpofes to midaken bene-* 
ficence, than that which ftimulates to real inju& 
tice— that which leads a man to rcfufe to him- 
fclf lawful pleafurcs, than that which fnatches 
from others the fcanty fubfiflience of their felf-de«' 
pial. Such, I think, is very nearly theftate of the 
queftion between the ancient founders of monkifh 
fuperltitton, and the fupefftkion of the pretended* 
philofophcrs of die hour. 

For the prefcnt I poitpone all confideration of the 
fbppofed public profit of the fa)e» which however 
I conceive to be perfedly delul|re« I fhall hera • 
only confider it as a transfer of property. On the 
policy of that transfer I iball trouble you with a 
ibr dioughts. 

• In every profperous community fomerhing more 

produced than goes to the immediate fupport of 
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the prechrcer. This forplus forms the income of the 

landed capitalift. It will be fpent by a proprietor who 
does not latxxtr. But diis idlencfs is itfelf the fpriog 
of labour $ this repofe the fyvur to indoftry. • The 

only concern of the Hate is, that the capital taken 
in rent from the land, iboukl be returned again to 
the indtxfkrf from dheocc it came ; a|id that its 
expenditure (hould be^with the lead: pofTible detri- 
ment to the morals of thofe wlio e^end it, and ta 
thofe of the peopk to, wlK>m it is returned* 

In all the views of receipt, estpenditurv and per* 
fonal employment, a fober legiflator would carefully 
compare the pofT. iTor whpm he wa*. rj^commended 
to espel, with the ftranger who was.Kropofed to fill 
his place. Before the inconveniences are incurred 
ivhich attend all violent revolutions in property 
through extenfive coniil'gaiipn, we ought to have 
Ibme rational aiTurance diat-the purchafers of - 
coniifcated property will be in a confiderable degree 
more laborious, more virtuous, more fober, lefs 
diipofed to extort an unreafonable proportion of 
the gains of the laboorer, or to confume on them* • 
fclyes a larger (hare than is fit for the meafure of 
an individual, or that they fhould be c^ualiiied to 
4iipenfe the furplus in a more (leady and equal 
mode, ib as to anfwer the pur|X)fes of a politic 
expenditure, than the old poiTcfTors, call thole 
poffclTors, bifhops, or canons, or commendatory ab- 
. bots, or monks» or what you pleafe* The iponk$ 
are lazy. Be it (b. Suppofe them no otherwiie 
ployed than by ilnging in the choir. They are as 
ufefully empioyui a$ thofc who aeithcr fing upr fay* 

As 
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As titefuUy even as thofe who fing upqn the ftagc#' 
■ They arc as ufefully employed as if they worked from 
dawn to dark in tlie innumerable fervile, degrading, 
unfecinly, unmanly, and often moll unwholcfome 
and peftiferous occupations, to which by die focial 
ceconomy (b many wretches are inevitably doomed. 
If it were not generally pernicious to difturb the 
natural courfe of things, and to impede^ in any 
degree, the great wheel of circulation which is 
turned by the llrangely dircded labour of thtrfe un- 
happy people, 1 fliould be infinitely more inclined 
forcibly to fefcuc them from their miferableinduftryy 
than violently to difliub the tranquil repoic of 
monaftic quietude. Huaianity, and perhaps policy, 
tnight better juftify me iii the one tlian in the 
other. It is a fubjeft on which I have often 
r cHect ed, and never r efledb ed without feeling from 
it. I am fure that no coniideration, except the 
neceflity of fubmitting to the yoke of • luxury, 
and the defpotifm of fancy, who in their own im- 
perious way will diftribute the furplus produdt 
of the foil, can juftify die toteraiion of fuch trades 
and employments in a well-regulated flate. But, 
for this purpofe of diftribution, it fcems to. me, 
that the idle expences of monks arc quite as well 
dire(5led as the idle expences of us lay-loiterers. 

W hen the advantages of the pofleilion, and of the 
projeA, are on a par^ there is no nK>tive fof a change* 
But ip the prefent cafe, perhaps they are not upon a 
par, and the difference is in favour of the pofi<ffllon. 
It does not appear to me, that the etpe^cee of thofe 
'^homyou aregoingtoexpel,do,in faft,takea coUrfe 
lb dircitly and fo generally leading to vitiate and 

degrade 
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degrade and render miierable thofe dirough whons 
thcjrpalsy as the<xpeoces of thofe favourites whani 
you aie intruding into dieir houies. Why Ihould 
the expenditure of a great landed property, which 
ia a diipcr&n of the furpius produd of the foil^ 
appear intoierablc to you or to mc^ when it takes ics 
courfe through the accumulation of vaft libraries, 
which arc the hiiloryof the force and weaknel^ of the 
buniannatnd^ thtoMgh great coUcdions of ancicncie^ 
cofds, medals, and ooins, which atteft and explain laws 
and cuftoms ; through paintings and ftatues, that, 
by unitatmg natuie, ieem to extend the limks of 
treadon $ through grand monuments of the dead, 
which continue the regards and connexions of life 
beyond the g;iave ; through coUe&ions of the ipcd-* 
mens of nature, which beoomea reprelcntathre afienv 
bly of all the clafles and fannilies of the world, that 
by diijpolition faciliute, and, by exciting curiolity) 
open die avcoues tt>/cicoce ? If, by great pcrnnh- 
nent eftablifhments, all theieobjefts of expence are 
beuer fpcurcd &om the inconftant fport of peribnal 
pifxice and pei^bnal Mtravagance, are thqr worfe 
than if the fame taftes prevailed in (cattcred in« 
dividuals ? Does not the fweat of the mafon and 
carpenter, who toil in order to partake the fweac 
ofthe pealant, flow as plealandy and as faiubrioufly, 
in the conftru6lion and repair of the majeftic 
edifices of religion, as in the painted booths and 
ibidid fties-of -^ice^aad hixuiy f as honourably and 
as profitably in repairing thofe facred works, which 
grow hoary with inoumerable yeais, as- on th^ 
momentafy receptacles ^'cranfient voluptuoo(i> 
in opera*houfes, and brothels^ and gamii^ 
3 houies. 
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Iioufes, and eM>-hoiifcs, and obdilks in the 
Champ de Mars ? Is the furpkis produd of the 
<3ttTe mi the vine work ^nplofed in the foiffi 
fuftenanceof pcrfi>as» whom the fiftkmt «f a pioos 

imagination rdifcrs to dignity by conllruing in the 
ierv4oe of God, than in pampering the innumeraUe 
midttciidevf thdfe'wha aied^vded by being imde 
irfeMB-denncftiot Ibfaferaenc to the pride of tnanf 
Are the decorations of temples an expendituic ic& 
worthy a wiie man tbaa ribboas, and laces^ And 
mtioiud oockades, and pecks imiibf>$, and petit 
fowpcrs, and all the innumerable fopperies and 
follies in ^itch opulence ipor>ts away the buohea 
its ibperflukjr? 

W« taknte even ^thefei not from love of 

them, but for fear of worfe. We tolerate them, 
bccaufe. property and liberty, to a degree, reguiic 
dm tDlerarion* But wb^ profcribe die other> and 
* ftwely, in every point of view, the nwre laudable 
ufe of eftates? Why, through the violation of 
ail property, through an outrage upon everf 
fraci^ oc libenqr, ibrcibly carry them from the 
4jetter to the worfe ? 

This comparilon between the new individuals 
And the old coq)5 is nude upon a fuj^fkion that 
jio refwm icomld be made in the latter. But in a 
queftion of reformation, I always confider cor- 
fjorate bodies, jw^hcther folc or confifting of many, 
-to be tnttch more fofceptible of a public dire&ioo 
hy the power of the ftate, in the ufe of their pro- 
^rty, and in the ne^ulation of modes and ha- 
-biu of li& in »lhdr raambecs> than private citizens 
•ever caa^fae^^AT perhaps ou^ht ix> be i and thii 

feems 
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fccms to mc a very material confideration Cot: 
thofe who uodrruke any thing which merits the 
name of a politic enterprize«-»So far as to the 

cftates of monaftcries. 

With regard to the eftates poiTeifcd by bifliops 
and canons, and commendatory abbotS) I cannot 

find out for what reafon fome landed eftates may not 
be held otherwife than by inheritance. Can any 
pliilofophtc fpoiler undertake to demonftrate the 
pofitive or the comparative evil, of having a cer- 
tainj and that too a large portion of landed pro- 
perty, paffing in (uccedion thro' perlbns whofe title 
to it is, always in theory, and often in fad, an 
.eminent degree of piety, morals,, and learnings- a 
property which, by its deftination,* in their turn; and 
on the fcore of merit, gives to the nobleft families 
renovation and fupport, to the loweft the means 
of dignity and elevation; a property, the tenure 
of which is the performance of fome duty, (what« 
ever value you may choole to fct upon that duty) 
and the charaAer of whoie proprietors demands at 
leaft an exterior decorum and gravity of manners i 
who aretoexercifc a generous but temperate holpita* 
lity } part of whofe income they are to coniider as 
a truft for charity ; and who, even when they fail 
in their truft, when thc)^ Aide from their charadter^ 
and degenerate into a mere common fecular noble* 
man or gentleman, are in no refpeft worie than 
thofe who may fuccced them in their forfeited pQp- 
fefiions ? Is it better that eftates ftiould be held 
by thofe who haVe no duty than by thofe who 
have one ?— -by thofe whoie charaAer and deftina- 
UQQ point to virtues, than by (hofe who have no 

rule 
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ruie aiul direSkm ia the expenditure of their t& 
utffs bix their own will and appetite i Nor an 
theie oftat^ lield altogether in the charaftcr or 

with the evils fuppofed inherent in mortmain. 
They pafs from hand to hand with a more rapid 
tirculatioii than any other. No lexcefs is good s 
and therefore too great a proportion of landed 
property may be held officially for life j but 
it does not feem to me of material injury tA 
flnf commonwealth^ that there ibould exift foim 
cftatcs that have a chance of being acquired 
by other, mieaiis than the previous acquifition of 

Thb Ictlbet is gjtawn to a great lengthy thou^ k 
is indeed (hort with regard to the infinite extent of 
the fubjedt. Various avocations have from time 
to une called my mind from the fubjed:. I wai^ 
not forry to ^ve myielf leifure to obferve whethd-t 
in the proceedings of the i^ational aflembly, I 
might not find reafons to change or to qualify 
Ibme of my firft fenciments. Every thing has 
confirmed me more ftrongly in my firft opinions* 
It was my original purpofe to take a view of the 
principles of the national aflembly with regard to 
the great and fundamental eftablifhments and to 
Mmpare the whole of what yod have iiibftituted 
in the place of what you have deftroycd, with the 
feveral members of our Britilh conftitution. But 
this plan is of greater extent than at firft I com-* 
patcdf and I find that you have Uttk defire to take 
the advantage of any examples. At preient I 
imift content myfelf with fomc remarks upon your 
aftahlifhinfpta i nferving for another tioie what I 

R propofed 
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monarchy, ariftocracy, and dcmocracyj as pra£ti- 
cally they exift. • i 

I have uken a review of what has been done 

by tl.e govcining power in France. I have cer- 
tainly fpoke of it with freedom. Thofe whoft 
principle it is to defpife the antient pennaftent 
ienfe of mankind, and to (et up a fcheme of 
(bciety on new principles, mufl: naturally expcft 
that fuch of us who think better of the judgment 
of the human face than of theirs, Ihoald conikler 
both them and their devices, as men and fchcmes 
upon their trial. They mull take it for granted 
diat we attend much to their reaibn, but not at 
all to their authority. They have not one of 
the great influencing prejudices of mankind in 
their favour* They avow their hoftility to opi;- 
4)ion. Of courfe they mult expeft no fupport 
from that influence, which, with evefy other 
authority, they have depofcd from the feat of its 
jurifdiftion. * 

I can never confider this aflembly as any thing 
elfe than a voluntary aflbciation of men, who 
have availed themfelves of ctrcuihftancesj to 
fcize upon the power of the ftate. They have 
no: the fandion and authority of the cbarafter 
under which they firft met. They have afluihed 
another of a very difFereht nature ; and. have 
completely altered and inverted all the ' rela- 
tions in which they originally ftood. They do not 
hold th^ authority they exercife under any confti*- 
tutional law of the ftate. They have departed 
from the inftru&iojas of the people by whon^ 

they 
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tKey were fent ; which iaftniftions, as the aDembljr 
did not aA in virtue of any andent ufage or iettkd 
law, were the iblc; ibiirce of their authority. ' The 

mod confiderable of their ads have not been done 
by great majorities ; and in this fort of near divi- 
fionS) which carry only the cOnftrudlive authority 
of the wtole, ftrangers will confidcr rea&ns as wdl 
as refolutions. - . - • 

If they had fet up this new experimental govern- 
meat as a neccffary fubftitute (or an-ex^lled ty- 
ranny,' mankind would anricipate the time of pre- 
fcription, which, through long ufage, mellows into 
legality governments that were violent in their 
commencement. All *thofe who hiive afiS^ions 
which lead them to the confenNKioli of civil oidinr 
would recognize, even in its cradle, the child 
.as legitimate^ which has been produced from 
thole principles of cogent expediency to which all 
jufl: governments owe their birthy and on which 
they juftify their continuance. But they will be 
late and reludant in giving any fort of countenance 
to ^e operations of a power, which has derived its 
birth from no law and no neceflity; but which on 
the contrary has had its origin in thofe vices and 
finifter pradices by which the focial union is often 
difturbed and fomedmes dcftroyed. This aflcmbly 
has hardly a yearls prefcripdon. We have their 
own v/ord for it that they have made a revolution, x 
\To make a revoluuon is a meafure which, prima 
froHfei requires an apology. To make a relrolu« 
tion Fs 'to iubvert the andent ftate of our eQ9in-> 
try ; and no common rcafons are called for to juf- 
tify fo violent a proceeding. The fenfe of mnn- 

R a kind 
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. land antMrbes us tp exaimie into the mode 
teiutriiig fi^ power, wnd to ^riticife m ^ ufe 
that is made of it with lefs awe and r«vercnec tlian 
that which is ufually conceded to a fettUd and fc* 
•cognbed authority. 

' In obtaining and iiwaring thehr power^ -die 8& 

fembly proceeds upon principles the tfiok oppofite 
from thofe which appear to direft them in the ufe 
-tftt. An oblervadon on tbis (ffiftrencc wiU tot. 
•us into ^ -true fpirit of their eondhift* Every iliing 
which they have done, or continue to do, in order 
to obtain and keep their power> is by the moft C0m^ 
fnbn arts« They proceed<9ca<^y a$ tlieir aoecftm 
•«f ambiition have done before then* ' Trace them 
through all their artifices, frauds, and violences, you 
can find nothing at all that is new* They fellow pre-^^ 
•edents and e«aniplea with the puniStilions eacaft^ 
Heft ^ a pleader. They never depart an iota from 
the authentic formulas of tyranny and ufurpation* 
9ut in all the regulations idathre to the public 
Sood^ the ipirit has been die very reverie of this. 
There they commit the whole to the mercy of un- 
tried fpeculations ; they abandon the deareft ime- 
rcfta of the public, to thofe loofe theories to whici& 
oonie-bf them would chufe to truft the (lighteft 
of his private concerns. They make this diffe- 
rencej becaufe in their d^e of obuining and fe* 
curing power they are thoroughly in earneft^ there 
diey travel in the beaten road. The puUk in- 
tcrefts, becaufe about them they have no real fpli^ 
citude, they abandon wholly to chance ; I fay c> 
. chanccj b^u&|beir Tchemes have nothing, uk 
experience t^>^E^ dieir tendency beneficial 
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We muft always fee with a fkf ML unmixed 
;withrcQ9eft> theettoMof ehdfe who are timid Mi 

doubtful of themfclves with regard to points whepe- 
in the happine^ of mankind is concerned. But in 
tfacfe gendemen tliere is noditng of the tendte 
paicnta) Ibfidtndle wMdt ftars to ctrt tip^ fhe k^c 
for the fake of an experiment. In the vaftaefs of 
their promifes, and the confidenqe of thw predio-^ 
tiofii, tbejr hr outdo sdl the boafting of eni^iea* 
The arrogance of their prctcnfions, in a manner 
provokes^ and challenges v» to aa enquiry iiiix> 
their fbundatioiu 

I am conviirc^ thae there are ffie» of confider^ 
able parts among the popular leaders in the na- 
cioqal af&mbly.. Some of them difphy eloqucocd 
fa their {petdtts and their writings. This dainat 
be without powerful and cultivated talents. But clo- 
iquence may exift without a proportionable degr<^ 
6f wifdom. When I fpesik of ability, I am obitged 
to dift'mguifli. What they have done towards the 
fu|>port of their fyftem befpeaks no ordinary mei^. 
In the fyftem itfelf» taken as ttte fchende of a 
rejpublie conftnifled for procuring the profperity 
and fecurity of the citizen, and for promoting the 
ftrength and grandeur of the ftate, I confefs my- 
jfttfuoab|e to fi(id out any thing which difplays, in 
a filigle inftance, the work of a comprchenfive and 
di(pofing mind, or even the provifions of a Vulgar 
prtuleiicCi Their jhxp^tc every where ieems iso 
liave been fo evade and 0!p adde from Jifficufyf. 
This it has been the glory of the great matters 
in, all the arts to confront and to overcome i and 
irjli^ th^r had overcome the firft dilficultyi to turn 
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. it into an inftmment for new conqucfts over new 
difficulties; thus to enable them to extend the 
empire of their fcience ; and even to pufli forward 
beyond the reach pf their original thoughts, the 
land marks of the human underilanding itfelf. Dif> 
ficulty is a fevere inftrudlor, fct over us by the fu- 
.preme ordinance of a parental guardian and legif- 
Jator» who knows m bettef than we know our- * 
felves, as he loves us better too. Pater ipje cokndi 
baud facilem ejfe viam voluiL He that wreftles 
.with us'ftrengthens our nerves, and iharpens our 
ikill* Our antagonift is our helper. This amicable 
.confli»5t with difficulty obliges us to an intimate ac- 
. quaintance with our objedt, and compels us to con- 
.fider it in all its relations. It will not fuSer us to 
be luperficial. It is the want of nerves of ua* 
. derftanding for fuch a tafk j it is the degenerate 
fondnefs for tricking (hort-cuts, and little fallacious 
facilities^ that has in fo many pares of the world 
created governments with arbitrary powers. They 
have created the late arbitrary monarchy of 
France. They have created the arbitrary republic 
of Paris. With them defedbs in wifdoni arc to 
be fupplied by the plenitude of force. They get 
nothing by it. Commencing their labours on a 
principle of iloth, they have the common fortune of 
flothful men. The difficulties which they rather 
had eluded than efcaped, meet them again inr then* 
courfej they multiply and thicken on them; they 
are involved, through a labyrinth of conflifed dc- 
lail, in an induftry witliout limit, and without di« 
' re^ibn } land, in condufion, the whde of their 

' work ^becomes feeble, vitious, and infccure. 
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It is this inability to wreftle with difitculty whfcfc 
has. oWiged the arbitrary aflembly of France to 
commence their fchemes of reform with abolitiou 
and total deftru£tion. But is it in deftroying and 
pulling down that fkill is difplaycd? Your, mob 
can do this as well at leaft as your afTemblies. 
The ihaUoweft underftanding, the rudeft hand, is 
moire than equal to that tafk. Rage and phrenzy 
will pull down more in half an hour, than pru- 
dence, deliberation, and forcfight can build up in 
an hundred years. The errors and defeats of old 
eftablilhments are vifible and palpable. It calls, 
for little ability to point them out; and where 
aisfolute power is given, it requires but a word 
wholly to aboliih the vice and the eftablilhinent 
together. The fame lazy but reftlefs difpofition, 
which loves floth and hates quiet, diredls thefe poli- 
ticians, when they come to work, for fupplying 
die place of what they have deflroyed. To make 
every thing the reverfe of what they have feen 
is quite as^afy ^s to deftroy. No difficulties oc- 
cur in what has never, been tried. Criticifm is 
flmoft baffled in difcovering the defers of what 
has not exiftedi and eager enthuGafim, and cheat- 
ing hope, have all the wide field of imagination 
in which they may expatiate with litdc or no 
oppofition. 

At once to preferve and to reform is quite 
another thing... W hen. the ufcful parts of an old 
cflAblifliment are kept, and what is fupcradded is 
to be fitted to what is retained, a vigorous mind, . 
ftcady perfevering attention, various powers of 
comparilbn and coinbination, and the ircfourcea 
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2n 'in ir-ritunciin^ frnitftii in < * xt3ed ients arc xm 
be aaaaskd ^ they are txi be asaaitd. m, a 
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inrprnvemmr. ind the levity diat is tatigricd and 
difgulied wiUi everf ching of which it is m pof^ 

~ mnS 9 Uffw* IT m BQT nr For an aHWliPty, WIDCxi 

• sriories in performing in a few rnonths the work 
" of ages. 3ueh a. mode of retanruog^ poffibi^ 
^ inigM^ cake aovf fanw"* 
icfnightj and ir<ngh& rtnoneoftiiir 
cies of a method in which time is amongfi: the a& 
CAmrs^ doBC its aperadon is floip, and io fime 
jtfffoil iRip0ceptiidiB;> tfcii. Cuj ii(yt£hu p «ent 
tirn are a part of wilHom, when we work onlr 
on inanimate matter, fureiy they becooieapKt o£ 
imfw^ when the fiibje^ of a«r 
eonthnduiD 9 woit bndc ami tmAcTy bot 
beinrrs, bf tfie fliddcn alr^rirlon of whole flrace, 
Corif arion, ivA habits, rauiDrjdes may be 
miferabk* But it fecma as if it 
epinkm in Paris, that an wferiing heart, and an 
tmcfoubtiri!:^ confidence, arc the fbie quaiiiicacioiis 
(or a perfed legiilator. Far di&rait are my idoB 
ef that o flicr , Tbe croc lawgifv uii|^ht 
fa hare an heart fqO of fen&illty. He oughc 
to love and rcfpe(fl his kind, and to fear kimielf. 
It may be allowed to his lemperament to catch 
his oluiuace objeft with as Muiiivt ghHMt; hot 
iiis uitwiiic i m ttwanb it ought to be delibc* 
rate. Polirical arrangement, as if is a work fi)f. 
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^hcre mind muft coDfpire with mind. Time li 
ftqinxtd to produce thsit union of minds which alon# 
can produce all the good we aim at, Our patienct 
will atchicve more than our force. If I might 
^nture to appeal to what is fp much out of faibkMi 
In Parii, I noean to expefience, { ilwild tell you» 
fhat in courft I have Hnown, and, according to 
my mcafure, have coroperated with great men | 
fMid I have never yet feen ar^r plan which has iio| i 
been mended by the obfervations oif thoTe who ' 
VWle much Inferior in underftanding to the perfon 
viho took the lead in the bufinefs. By a flow but > 
f^ell-fuftained progrefs, the effe6b of each flep ia 
S^atcbedi the good qr illiuccefiof thefirft, give$ 
light to us in the fecond ; and fo, from light to 
light| we are conduded with fafecy through the 
Hfhole iieries. We fee, that the parts of the fyflsm 
^'not dalh. The evils latent in the moft promifl 
ing contrivances are provided for as they arifc* 
One advantage as little 3St poflible iacrifioec) 
ta another. We compenfate» we reooncile, we 
balance. We are enabled to unite into a conlillent 
ivhole the various anom;^ies and contending prin« 
pipks iliat are fpund in the miiids and afiins of 

ixien. From hence arifts, not an exceUence in finv 
plicity, but one far fuperior, an excellence in axi^ 
pofitioor Where the great interefts of tnanltii^ 
lue concerned through a long fucceflBon of gene- 
ratioiis, that iucceffion ought to be admitted into 
ibme lhare in the councils ifhich are lo deeply 
|o aflFea them, If jHftice iequire$ thi^ the worltL 
|tfclf requires the aid of more minds than one 

that 
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thatdirbeft Icgiflators i.^.e been ofirn latisnetf 
wiih the cilabiifiuncoc of 6xdc £m^ SoM» and 
raliag priodplc in govcnunent; a power like dm 
mhkk facat of die phiMbplns hanre caHcd a 

plaflic nanire; and having fixed the principle, they 
- have kk it afterwards to its own i^mioo. • 
To piooeed in this maiiner. Am is, to pro* 
cced with a pnfiding principle, and a prolific eiser- 
gy, is with me the criterion of profound wiOoou 
What your politicians think the maiits of a bold^ 
hmdf gcnios, are only proo& of a ckplonUe 
want of ability. By their violent hafte, and their 
denance of the procels of nature, they are deli- 
vcfcd over blindly to eveiy pitgcfior and adven- 
toier, to every alchymift and empiric. They de» 
fpair of turning to account any thing that is 
conunon. Diet is nothing in their fyfteoi of re- 
medy. The worft of it is, that this their de- 
ipair of curing common diftrmpers by regular 
methods, arifes not only fronn defeft of comprehen- 
fion, but, I fear, froai fume inaligoity of diipoH- 
tion* Tour legiilators leem to have taken their 
opinions of all profeflions, ranks, and offices,* fiom 
the declamations and buffooneries of fatirifls ; who 
would thcmfclves be aftonifhed if they were held 
to the letter of their own defcriptions. By liflening 
only to thcfe, your leaders regard all things 
only on the fide of their vices and faults, and 
view thofe vices and faults under every colour 
of exaggeration. It is undoubtedly true, though 
it may feem paradoxical; but in general, thcfe 
who are habitually employed in finding and dif^ 
playing b^ts^ are unqualified for the woriL of re« 

X ftraiadon i 
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formation : becaufe their minds are not only un- ^ 
furniihed with patterns of the fair and good, but 
by habit they come to take no delight in the con- * 
templation of thofe things. By hating vices too 
.much, they come to loye men too little. It is 
therefore not wonderful, that they Ihould be indiC- 
pofcd and unable to fcrve them. From hence arifes 
the compkxional difpofition of fome of your guides . 
to pull every thing in pieces. At this mali- 
cious game they difplay the whole of their qaa^ 
drimanous a(5livity. As to the reft, the para- 
doxes of eloquent writers, brought forth purely 
as a fporr of fancy, to try their talents, to 'rouze 
^att^ntion, and excite furprize, are: taken, up by 
thefe gentlemen, not in the fpirit of the original 
authors, as means of cultivating th^ir ^afle and imr* 
proving their ftyle. Thefi^ paradoxes become with 
them ferioLis grounds of aftion, upon which they 
proceed in regulating the moft. important concerns 
.of the ftate. Cicero ludicroufly defcribes Cato as 
endeavouring to ad in the commonwealths upon 
the fchool paradoxes which exercifcd the wits of the 
junior ftudents in the Aoic philofophy. If this 
was true of Cato, thefe gentlemen copy after him 
in the manner of fome perfons who lived about his 
time — pcde nudo Catonem, Mr. Hume told me, 
that he had from Rouifeau himfelf the fecret of 
hb principles of compolition. That acute, though 
eccentric, obferver had perceived, that to ftrikc 
and intereft the public, the marvellous muil be 
produced; that the marvellous of the heathen 
mythology had long fince loft its efeft; that 
^iants^ magicuanSj fairies^ and her9eis pf romance 

which I 
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^AiA fbeeeeded, had ohauftcd the poram 
crtdulity which bekmgtd to their age; that now 
jBHhing was left to a writer but tha: ipecks of the 
which might ftill be pcoduccdl, and 



way ; that w, the marveflom in HSs, in mamiert, in 
chafaftosy and in exuaordinary fituations, giving 
pk m new and wtooked-ibr ftrokes in politics and 
wwfBb. I bdieve, diat were Ruofleau aliv^ and 
in one of his lucid intervals, he wofdd be ftodted 
pt ibe praftical phrcnzy of his fcholars, who in their 
|rti i t t %w » jtfc ftmk knkators ; and eTca in their 
pci c Jiiiit y ^Mtevcr an implicit fiuth. 

Men who undertake confiderabk Aings, ercn 
in a fCgoIar way, ought to give us ground to pre- 
Ihmt MUtf^ But the pbyfician of the ftate, mho, 
jnot fttisfied with the cure of diftempcrs^ under* 
takes to regenerate conftitutions, ought to Ihcw 
nmon powers. Sonic very unufual appear- 
witdooB ought t0 diTpby themfeives on ifao 
face of the defigns of thoTe iriio appeal to no piac- 
tice, and who copy after no model. Has any fech 
^cn manifeftcd? I.lhall take a view (it (hall for 
the ^ibjca be a very ftort one) of what the aflhiw 
hly has done, with regard, firft, to ^cooffitqtion of 
fhe leg^kture; in the next place, to that of flie cx- 
fcndyc power | then to that of tl^e judio^torci af? 
t^rw^rds to the model of the army \ and coq? 
elude with the fyftcm of finance, to fee wheA 
we can diicovcr in any part of their fchcmcs the 
poraemoua ability, which may juftify thefe bold 
Mdertdcera in the fiifenofiqriahigh thqr aSiiasir 
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lit IS m Ae tnodd of the fimreign audi prdUt* 
ing part of this new republic, that wc fhould expeft 
their grand difpl^. Here they were co prcivir 
$bm tide to their proud demaiids^ Eor the fiut 
klelfat iarge^ and for the reafbns on which it is 
grounded, I refer to the journals of the aRctiAAy 
t^f the 29th of September 17^9, and to nhe fiibfe^ 
Iquent proceedings whidi have mtdi^anfaterttiam 
in the plan. So far as in a matter fomewhat con- 
fufed I can fee light, the fyflem remains fubftaa«» 
tiaUffli k has been originally framed. Myfeir n^ 
marks will be fuch as regard its fpirit, its tendency, 
and its fitnefs for framing a popular common* 
'Wealthy whidi they profefi theirs to be, fuked to 
the ends for which any commonwealth, and parti- 
cularly fuch a commonwealth, is made. At tlic 
£une time, I mean co coniider its confiftency fMk 
IA)£, and its bwn principles. 

Old cftabliftiments are tried by their cffefls. If 
ibe people are happy, united, wealthy, and powerful^ 
HFe pfefume- Ae fdt Wecoodudeihattohegood 
from whence good is deriircd* In old eftablifh- 
roenis various corredives have been foun4 for 
4l€ir abeiMttons from theory. Indeed diey aqe the 
^^pfbfcsofTanousJiecefflties and expediences. They 
/apc not often conflrudlcd after any theory j thporiea 
«e rather drawn from them, in them we often fep 
^ end beft obounedi where the means *{eem not 
•pcrfcftly rcconcileable to what we may Taney w©. 
'ijiie origia^ fchqme* The means taught bf esi^- 
fienc^ n^f be better fuited to politml^erndt'tbaii 
thofc contrived in the original projed. They 
ie-a£)^ upon the primitive coiiftitution, and 
9 iboiei(im^ 
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Ibmcdmcs hnprwc the dcfign hUf fimn wUdi 
they fecm to have depaned. I think all this 
na^t be ctiriouily exemplified io the Briciih 
conftinidoii. At worft, the errors and deviatioiis 

of every kind in reckoning arc found and com- 
puted^and the fhip proceeds in her courfe. This 
is the cafe of old tilabliQiments ; but in a new 
and mcicly theoiedc fjfftem, it is ezpeacd diat 
every contrivance ihall appear, on the face rf it, 
ID anfwer its end efpecially v. here the projectors 
tfe no way eonbarrailed with an endeavour to ac-- 
commodate the new building to an oki one> dthcr 
in the walls or on the foundadons. . , 

The FrcAjch builders, clearing away as mere rub- 
bifli %riiatever they founds and, like their omaoien- 
tal gardeners, forming every diiqg into an czaft 
level, proi ofe to reft the whole iocal and general 
iegiflature on three bafcs of tlirce differcnc kinds ^ 
one^geomctrical, one arithmetical, and the third 
financial; the firft of which they call the to/is pf 
terriicry ; the fecond, the iafis of fopulatim \ ani the 
third, the bo/is of anlribtiticn. For the accompliftir 
jcnent.of the firft. of thefe purpoks.ih^..4iv\dc the 
.area of dicir couniry into, eighty-one piei^j^ .f^jOk 
ilarly fquare, of eighteen leagues by eighteen/ Thdfe 
large diyiiions are called Begartnwits. .Thefe jhey 
'portion, proceeding by fquare meafurement, inar 
feventccn hundred and twenty diftri£ts called Cmi- 
munes. Thefe again they fubdivide, ftill prbcerf- 
ing by fquare meafurement, into hnaller diftrids 
e^ed Cantdhs^ making in all 6,400. ^ 
* - At fiift view thi$ geometrical bafis of theirs pre 
fcnts ftot much to admire or to bian'ie. It -calls 

for 
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for no great legiflative taknts. Nothing rt\0¥t 
than an accurate land furveydr, with his chain^ 
i^ty and theodolite, is requifite for fuch a plait 
as thik In the old divifions of tlie country various 
accidents at * various tinaes, and the ebb and flowi 
of various properties and jurildidions, fetdqd dicir 
iKNinds; Thefe bounds were hot made upon any 
fixed fyftem undoubtedly. They were fubjed: t(j> 
fame inconveniencies ; but they were incQnycr 
nicncics for wliich ufc had found remedies, and 
habit :i«d. fuppiicxL accmmiodationr and patience* 
In this new pavement of fquare within fquarej 
.and this organifation and fcmiorganifatiQa iT\adc 
«m the fyftcna of Empedocles and Buffon, and not • 
4ipon any politic principle, it is impoHibLe that 
"itmomorable 'local inconveniencies, td which men 
•are not habituated, muft not arife. But thefe I ' 
-p^'Over, bccaufe it. requires an accurate know- 
ledge of the country, which I do not poflefs, to 
'(pecify them. • 

When thefe (late furvcyors came to take a view 
of their work of meafurement, they foon found, 
^hat* in politics,, the moft fallacious of all things 
was geometrical demonftration. They Iiad then 
recourfc to another bafis for rather buttrcls) to 
Ibpporc the building which tottered on that falfe 
-foundation. It was evident, that the goodnefs of 
the foil, the nunnbcr of the people, their wealth, 
and the largeiKifs of ihcir contribution, made IbcK 
•infinite variations between fquare and fquare as to 
render menfuration a ridiculous ftandard of power 
in the commonwealth, and equality in geometry 
the moil unec^ual oi all mea£ures in the diilribution 

of 
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of men. Howmr* Aief eonM nbt give it itpt 

But dividing their political and civil reprefcntatiott 
into three parts^ they allotted one of thofe part& to 
the fquare meafurementy without a lingle fiift or 
calculation to aicertain whedier this tenitorial pro^ 
portion of reprefcntation was fairly affigned, and 
ought upon any principle really to be a third* 
Having however given to geometry dus pordon 
(of a third for her dower) out of Gonnpl&nent I 
fuppofe to that fublime fcience, they left the other 
two to be fcufBed for between the other part^ <^ 
population and contribution.. 

When they came to proviSe tot population^ 
they were not able to proceed quite fo fmoothly aft 
they had done in the field of their geonoetcjiw 
Here their arithmetic came to bear upon tbcir jur 
ridical metaphyfics. Had they ftuck to thw me* 
taphyfic principles, the arithmetical proccfs would 
be fimple indeed. Men, with them, are ftridly 
cquaij and are entitled to equal rights ia Jtheir 
own government. Each head, on this fyftem>wocdd 
have its vote, and every man would vote direfUf 
for the pcrfon who was to rcprefcnt him in the legi£» 
laturc, But foft — by regular degrees, not yet,** 
This metaphyfic principle, to which Uw, cuAon|| 
ufage^ policy, reafon> were to yield, is to yidd hki£ 
to their plcafure. There mufl. be many degrees^ 
and fome ll:ages> before the reprefentative can ^in|S 
in contaft with bis conftituent* Indeed^, as * 
fliall foon fee, thefe two perfens are to have m ftfC 
of communion with each other. Firft, the voters in 
the Canton, - who compofe what they call frinuarf 

^fimiliih arc tt> hav» ft jualiftaikth WJnkI p 
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qufllificauon on die* indcfeafibk rights of men? 
Yes; but it fliall be a very fmall qualification. Our 
injuftice fliall be very little opprcflive i only the 
iocal valuatioii of three days labour pud to the 
public. Why> this is not much, I readily adnnit, 
for any thing but the utter fubverfion of your 
cquaiifing principle. As a qualification it might 
as wen be let alone ; for it anfwers no one purpoie 
for which qualifications are eftablifhed : and, oti 
•ygur ideas, it excludes from a vote, the man of alj 
•others whofe natural equality ftands the moft in 
need of proteftion and defence 3 I mean the man 
who has nothing elfe but his natural equality to 
guoitl him. ^ You order him to buy the right, 
which you before told him nature had given to him 
gratuitoufly at his birth, and of which no autho- 
•ricy on earth could lawfully. deprive him. With 
regard to the pcifon who cannot come up to 
your market, a tyrannous ariftocracy, as againft - 
him, is eftablifhed by you who pretend to be its 
fwom foe« 

The gradation proceeds. Thcfe primary affem- 
Wies of the Canton ele6t deputies to the Commune ; 
ooe for every two hundred qualified inhabitants. , 
Here is the firft medium put between the pnmary 
cleftor and the reprefentative legiflator ; and here 
ii. new turnpike is fixed for taxing the rights of men 
with a fccond qualification : for none can be ckaed 
into the Commune who docs not pay the amount of 
ten days labour. Nor have we yet done. There 
is ftiU to be another gradation. Thdc Communes^ 
chofcn by the Camn, choofc to the Deparimatt i 
and the deputies of the Department choofe thdr 
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barrier of a fenfelda qualification* Evoy deputy 
• to the national aflembly nnuft pay, in dircft contri* 

bution, to the value of a mark of fiher. Of all 
theie qualifying barriers we muft think alike ; that 
they are impotent to ibcure independence ; ftreng 
only to deftroy the rights of men. 

In all this procefs, which in its fundamental clc- 
.ments alFeds to conHder only fofuUtion upon a 
principle of natural rights there is a naanifeft atten-' 
tion to property ; which, however juft and rcafonablc 
•n other fchemes, is on theirs perfe&ly unfupport- 



When they come to their third bafis, diat of 

Coniribut'ton^ we find that they have more com- 
pletely lod fight of their rights of men. This laft 
•bafis refta entire^ on property* A principle .co» 
tally different from the equality of men, and ut- 
terly irreconcileable to it, is thereby admitted ; 
hut no fooner is this principle, which is a principle 
regarding property, admitted, than (as ufual) it is 
-fubverted; and it is not fubvertcd^ (as we ihall 
' prefcntly fee,) to approximate the inequality of • 
xiches to the level of nature. The additional fhai« 
. in die third portion of reprefentation, (a portion 
Tcfcrvcd exdufively for the higher contribu- 
tion,) Is made to regard the difiriSl only, and 
not the individuals in it who pay. It is eafy to 
^perceive, by the cpurfe of their reafoqings, hpw 
much they were embarrafled by their contradictory 
ideas of the rights of men and the privileges of 
riches. The committee of conilitution do as good 
as admit th^t they are wholly irreconcileable. 
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^ Tbe rdadoos with rqgatd to the contribudodSi 
b widioiie doubt null (fay they) when the 

queftion is on the balance of the political rights 
" as between individual and individual j without 

which perfimal equally muld be dtfinyed^ and 
^ tm anjhcraty pf tbe rkb would* be eftablifhcd. 
** But this inconvenience entirely difappears when 

die proportional relation of the contribution is 
^ only confidered in the great maffesy and is folely 

between province and province ; it ferves in that 

cafe only to form a juft reciprocal proportion be- 

tween the cities> without afifedting the perfonal . 

sigjbts of the citizens." 

Here the prindple of eantrihutioKy as taken be* 

tween man and man, is reprobated as nully and de- 
ftrudtive to equality ; and as pernicious too ; becaufe 
it leads to the eftahliihnient of an ariftecra^ eftbe 
rich. However, it muft not be abandoned. And 
the way of getting rid of the difficulty is to eftab- 
lifh the inequality as between department and de- 
partment, leaving all the individuals in each de^ 
partmcnt upon an cxa£t par. Obferve, that this 
parity between individuals had been before deflroy- 
cd when the qualifications within the departments 
were fetded ; nor does it feem a matter of great 
importance whether the equality of men be injured 
by maifes or individually. An individual is not of 
the fame imporunce in a mafs reprefented by a 
few, as in a mafs reprefented by many* It would 
' be too much to tell a man jealous of his equality, 
that the cle&or has the fame franchife who votes 
for three members as he who votes for ten* 
Now take it in tbe other point of Wew, aod fup-. 

S 2 pofe 
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^fe their principle of reprefentadon acoofdiag cd^ 
contrtbndon, that is^ according to risbes, to be welt 

founded, and to be a ncceflary baBs for the repub- 
lie, how have they provided for the rich bf giving 
' to the dtftrift, that is to fay, to the poor m the diP 

tridt of Canton 'and Commune^ who are the majo- 
fityj the power of making an additional number of 
tnembers on account of the fuperior contribudoir 
of the weahhy ? Suppofe one man (k is an eafy 
fuppofuion) to contribute tfcn times more than 
ten of his neighbours. For this cootribution he has 
one vote out of ten. The poor outvote hihn by 
nine voices in virtue of his fuperior contribution, 
for (fay) ten members, inftead of out-votings him 
for only one member. Why are thcvrich cortipt!-' 
mented with an ariftocratic preference, which they 
can never feel either as a gratification to pride, or 
as a iecurity to fortune ? The rich indeed require an' 
additional fecurity from the dangers to which they 
are expofed when a popular power is prevalent ^ 
btJt it is impoffible to divine, on this fyftem of tin-' 
equal maffes, how they are proteAed ; becaufe tlie 
ariftocratic mafs is generated from democratic prin-' 
ciples $ and the prevalence in the general i^pre-- 
fent^tion has ho fore of connexion with thofe on 
. account of whofe property this fuperiority is given. 
If the contrivers of this fcheme meant any fort of 
favour to the rich in confequence of their cpntribu* 
tion, they ought to, have conferred the privilege ci- 
xher on the individual rich, or on fome clals formed 
of rich perfons ; becaufe the conteft between die 
rich and the poor is not a ftruggle between corpo- 
ration and corporation^ but a conteft between men 

and 
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and men; a competition not between diftrifts, 
but between defcriptions. It would anfwer its pur- 
pofe better if die fcheme was inverted ; that jth^ 
votes of the ma(&s were rendered equal ; and that 
thq votes within each mafs were proportioned to 
-property. In any other lights I fee nochiflg but 
danger from the inequality of the mafles. 

If indeed the maffes were to provide for the gene- 
ral treafury by diftinA contingents, and that there-r 
venue had not (as it has) many impofitions running 
through the whole, which afFedl men individually, 
and not corporately, and which, by their nature^ 
confound all territorial limits^ Ibmething might be 
laid for the bafis of contribution as founded on 
mafles. But of all things, this reprefentation, to 
be meafured by contribution, is the moft diiErt 
cult to fettle upon principles of equity, in a country 
which confiders its diftridts as nrkembcrs of an whole. 
For a great city, fuch as Bourdeaux or Paris^ ap- 
pears to pay a vaft body of duties, almoft out of 
all aliignable proportion to other places, and it& 
mafs is confidered accordingly. But are thefc cities 
C'he true contributors in that proportion? No. The 
conlumers of the commodities imported into Bour- 
<leaux, who are fcattered through all France, pay 
xhc import duties of Bourdeaux. The produce of 
the vintage in Guienne and Languedoc give to that 
city the means of its contribution growing out of 
an export commerce. The landholders who fpend 
their eftates in Paris, and are thereby the creators 
of that city, contribute for Paris from the pnin 
vinces out of which their revenues arife, 

J[f in e(}uity tlus bafis of contribution, as locally 
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afcertained by maflcs, be inequitable, it is impoHtic 
too« If it be one of the objects to preferve the wak 
from being cruihed by the ftrong (as in all ibciety 
undoubtedly it is) how are the fmaller and poorer 
of thefe oiaiTes to be faved from the tyranny of 
the more wealthy? Is ic by adding to their mea&s 
of oppreffing them i When we come to a balance 
of reprefcntation between corporate bodies, pro* 
vinclal interefts* emulations} and jealoulies are fuU 
us likely to arife among them as among indhi' 
duals 5 and their divifions are likely to produce 
much hotter diirentioa> and ibmething if'a^jng 
much more nearly to a war. 

To compare together the three bafcs, not on 
their political reafon^ but on the ideas on which the 
afTenibly works, and to try its conliftcncy wUh 
itfclf, we cannot avoid obferving, that the principle 
which the committee call the bafis of population^ 
docs nop begin to operate from the fame point widi 
the two other principles called the bafes of unu 
tory and of cmtributhny which arc both of an arif- 
tocratic nature. The confequence is, that where all 
three begin to operate together, there is the moft 
abfurd inequality produced by the operation of the 
former on the two latter principles* Every canton 
contains four fqu^e league^, and is eftimated to 
contain, on the average, 4,000 inhalritams, on 680 
. voters in the primary affmhlies^ which vary in num- 
bers with the population of the canton, and .fend 
deputy to the commune for every Jjoo voters. Um 
make a cmrnune. 

•Now let us take a canton containing ajia-port 
jo^vn of trade, or a great manufacturing t^jt. Let 
W fuppofc di? populfition of this canton to be 
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12,700 inhabitants, or 2,193 voters, forming three 
primary ajmilies, and lending ten deputies to the 

Oppofe to this one canton two others of the re*' 

maining eight in the fame commune. Thefe wc 
may fuppofe to have their .fair population of 4>ooo 
inhabitants, and 680 voters each, or 8,000 inhabi* 
tants and 1,360 voters, both together. Thefe will 
form only two primary ajfemblies^ and fend only Jix 
deputies to the commune. 

When the aflcmbly of the eommme comes to 
vote on the hafts of territory y which principle is firft 
admitted to operate in that aflembly, the fingU 
MntonyAiizh hs&balf the territory of the other 
twOy will have ten voices to fix in the eledlion of 
three deputies to the affembly of the departmentj 
chofen on the exprefi ground of a reprefentation of 
territory. 

' This inequality, ftriking as it is, will be yet 
highly aggravated, if we fuppofe, as we fairly may, 
the fevered other cantons of the commune to fall 
proportionably Ihort of the average population, 
as much as the principal canton exceeds it. Now, 
as to the bafis of contriiutioH, which alfo is a prin- 
cfple admitted firft to operate in the aflcmbly - 
of the commune. Let us again take one canton,- 
fucb as is flated above. If the whole of the direct 
contributions paid by a great trading or manufa£bj« 
ring town be divided equally among the inhabi- 
tants, each individual will be found to pay much 
mofe than an iiidividual living in the country- 
according to the fame average. The whole paid* 
by the inhabitants of the former will be more than 
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the whole paid by the inhabitants of the latter 
we may fairly affume one-third more. • Then cbe 

12,700 inhabitants, or 2,193 voters of the canton 
will pay as much as 19,050 inhabitants, or 31^9 
voters of the otbir cantons, which are nearly the 
cftimated proportion of inhabitants and votieri of 
five other cantons. Now the 2,193 voters will, as 
I before faid, fend only ten deputies to the afrem*- 
bly s the 3^289 YOten will fend Jlxieen. Thus» Ibr 
an equal (hare in the contribution of the whole 
commune, tlierc will be a difference of fixtecn voices 
to ten in vodng for deputies to be cholen on the 
principle of repreienting the general contribittkm 
of the whole commune. 

By the fame mode of computation we ihall find 
15,875 inhabitants, or 2,741 voters of the 9&er 
cantons, who pay one-ftxth less to the contribution 
of the whole commune^ will have three voices more ' 
than the 12,700 inhabitants, or 2,193 voters of die ' 
mie canton. 

Such is the fantaftical and unjufl inequality be- 
tween mafs and mafs, in this curious repartitioif of 
the rights of reprdentation ar^Iing out of iertitwy ' 
and cmtrihutkn. The qualifications which thefe 
confer are in truth negative qualifications, that give 
a right in an inverfe proportion to the pcWdefikm 
them* • 

In this whole contrivance of the three bafes, con-i- 
fidcr it in any light you pleafe, I do not fee a va- 
riety of objeAs, reconciled in one confiftent whole> 
bttt leveral contnrdiftory principles reludlantly 
and irreconcileably brought and held together by 
you philofophera, like wild beafts fltut up in a 
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cage, to claw aiid bice each oihcr to their mutual 
deftru&ion. 

I am afraid I bzYC gone too far into thdr way 
of conlidering die formation of a conftitutioo. 

They have much, but bad, metaphyfics ; much, but 
bad» geometry; much^ but faUc proportionate arith« 
metic I but ^it were all as exa& as metaphyfics^ 
geometry, and arithmetic ought to be, and if thdr 
fchemes were perfedlly confiflent in all their parts, 
it would make only a more fair and iightly vifion. 
It is remarkable» that in a great arrangement of 
mankind, not one reference whatfbever is to be 
found to any thing moral or any thing politic j 
nothing that relates to the concernsj the ac- 
tions, the paffions, the interefts of mem Hmmtm 
non Japiiint, 

You fee I only confider this conftitution as 
de&oralj and leading by fteps to the National Af* 
fanbly. I do hot enter into the internal govern- 
ment of the Departments, and their genealogy 
through the Communes and Cantons. Thefe local 
governments are^ in the original plan, to be as nearly 
as poffiUe compofed in the (ame manner and on 
the fame principles v;ith the cle6live aflcmblies. 
They are each of them bodies perfedly compad 
and rounded in themfelves. 

You cannot but perceive in this fchcmc, 
that it has a direA and immediate tendency to 
fever France into a variety of republics, and 
to render them totally independent of each 
other, without anv direft conftitutional means of 
coherence, connexion, or fubordination, except 
what may be derived from their acquiefcence in 
the determinations of the general congrels of 

the 
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the -amboffiKlors from eadi ^dependent repnbtic 
Such in reality is the National Aflembly, and Itich 

goTcrnments I admit do exift in the worW, though 
ia forms infinitely more fuitabie to the local and 
habitual circumflances of their people. - But fuch 
affociattons, rather than bodies politic, have gene- 
rally been the eSed of neceifity, not choices and I 
befiere the pftfent French power is the very 
ftrftbodyof cidzens» who» having obtained full 
authority to do with their country what they 
pleafed, have chofen to diflever it in tUs barba* 
fou5 manner* 

It is impoffible not to obfcrvc, that in the fpirit 
of this geometrical diib'lbution> and arithmetical 
arrangement, thefe pretended citizens treat France 
exadtly like a country of conqueil. Ailing as 
conquerors, they have imitated the policy of the 
harfheft of that har(h race. The policy of fuch 
barbarous viftors^ who contemn a iiibdued people^ 
and infuk their feelings, has ever been^ as much as 
in theni lay, to dcftroy all veftiges of the antient 
country, in religionj in polity, in laws, and in man* 
ncrs i to confound all territorial limits ; to pro- 
iJuce a general poverty i to put up their proper- 
ties to auflion to crulh their princes, nobles, and 
pontiffs i to lay low every thing which had lifted 
its head above the level, or which could ferve to 
combine or rally, in their diftreffes, the disbanded 
people, under the ftandard of old opinion. They 
have made France free in the manner in which 
thofe fincere friends to the rights .of mankind, the 
Romans, freed Greece, Macedon, and other nations. 
TThcy deft roved the bonds of their union, under 

colour 
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colour of providing for the independence of each 
of their cities. ... 

When the members who compofe thefe new 
bodies of cantonS;, communes, and departments, ar- 
rangements purpofely produced through the me- 
4lium of confufion^ begin to aft, they will find them-' 
felvcs, in a great mcaftire, ftrangers to one another. 
The eleclors and elefted tliroughout, efpecially in 
the rural cantom, will be frequently without any civil 
. habitudes or conneCUons, or any of that natural dif- 
. cipline which is the foul of a true republic. Magi- 
{trates and colledors of revenue are now no longer 
acquainted with their diftrifts, bi(bops with their 
diocefes, or curates with their parilhes. Thefc new 
colonies of the rights of men bear a ftrong refem- 
blance to that fort of military colonies which Ta- 
citus has obferved upon in the declining policy <^ 
Rome. In better and wifer days (whatever courfe 
they took with foreign nations) they were careful 
-CO make the elements of a methodical fubordination 
and fcttfement to be coeval ; and even to lay the 
foundations of civil difcipline in the military*. But, 
when all the good arts had fallen into ruin, they 
proceeded, as your allembly does, upon the equality 
of men, and with as little judgment, and as little 
care for thofe things which make a republic toler* * 

• Noo» at olim* asuTcrfe l^;ionei dedacebantar-com tri- 
|^i|Bif» ct centuriombas, et fni cojolqDe ordinis militibiis» at 
confenfa et cariute rempoblicam 'afficerent; fed igooti in- 
ter ie» diverfis manipolis, fine redore» fine *affe£tibos motuis^ 
qotfi ex alid geaere OMMtaHnnif repente in nnom coUedi, nn* 
menu magis quam colonia. Tac Annal, 1. 14. fed. 27. AH 
this will be fiUl more applicable to the unconnected, rotatory, 
biennial naciooal aiTembilef^ la this abfurd and renfelefs conili- 
tu;ioa. . 

able 
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Mc or durable. But in chis» as well as almoft 
cverjr inflaace» your new commonwealth is botn^ 

and bred, and fed, in thofe corruptions which 
imrk. degenerated and worn out republics. Your 
child comet into the world with the iytnpcanift of 
death i the ftcUs Hippofraiua forms theeharaAer of 

its phyfiognomy, and the prognoftic of its fate. 

The confurioD, which attends on all fuch proceed- 
ings they eren dedare to be one of theur ol:ged% 
and they hope to (ecure their conftitudon by a ter-* 
jor of a return of ihofe evils which attended their 
making it. "By this," fay they, " its deftruftion 

will become difficult to anthorityy which cannot 
•* break it up without the entire diforganization of 
•* the whole ftate." They prefume, that if this - 
authority &ould ever come to the fame degree of 
power that they have acquired, it wodd make a 
more moderate and chaftifed ufe of it, and would 
piouQy treoiblc entirely to diforganife the ftate m 
the iavage manner that they have done. They ex.> 
ped, from the virtues of returning deljpotifnn, the 
fccurlty which is to be enjoyed by the ofl'iipriDg of 
tPurir popular vicfes. , 

It is diis refolution, to break their country into 
feparate republics, which has driven them into the 
greaccll number of tlicir difficulties and contradic- 
tions. If it were not for this, all the quellions of 
exaft equality, and thefe balances never to be 
lettkd> of individual rights, population, and con«^ 
tribution, would be wholly ufelefs. The reprefen- 
t.uion, though derived from parts, would be a duty 
which equally regarded the whole. Each deputy to 
the aifembly would be the reprefentativeof Francei 
4iijd of all its dcfcriptions, of tlic many an^ of the 
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few, of the rich and of the poor, of the great dif- 

trids and of the fmall. All thefe diftrids would 
themfelm be fubordinate to Tome itanding autho- 
rity, exifttng independently of them ; an authority 
in which their rrpreientation, and erery thing that 
tieiongs to it, originated, and to which it was point- 
ed* This ftanding, unalterable, fundaaiental go- 
vemnnent would make, aod it b the only diing 
which could make, that territory truly and properly 
an whole. With us, when we cicdt popular repre- 
fentatives, we fend them to a council, in which each 
man individually is a fubjcdl, and fiibmitted to a 
government connplete in all its ordinary fundbioos. 
With you the ele£tive a&mUy is the foverei^ and 
die ible ibvereign : all the -members are therefore 
integral parts of this fole fovereignty. But with us 
it is totally different. With us the reprefencative, 
feparated from the other parts, can have no a&ion 
and no exiftcnce. The government is the point of 
reference of the ieveral members and diflrids 
of our repteleotadon. Thb is the center of our 
unity. This government of reference is a truflee 
for the whole, and not for the parts. So Is the other 
branch of our public council, I mean the houfe of 
lords. Widi us the king and the lords are ieveral 
and joint fecurities for the equality of each diftrift, 
cadi prpvincet each city. When did you hear in 
Great Britain of any province fufiering from the 
inequality of its rcprefcntation j what diftricl from 
having tso reprefeacatioo at all? Not only our mo- 
nardiy and our peerage (ecure the equality on 
which our unity depends, but it is the fpirit of the 
faoufe of f onunons icfelf. The very inequality oiT 

reprefentation. 



( «7o ) 

lC|fC&iiottiOO^ irinch it fiwIMiiy complnicd o^* 

it perhaps the ▼cry thing which prevents us frm* 
thinking or atting as rnernbers for diiferi<is. Com* 
wall ckds at tMuaxf mcmbcit » ail ScodjodL Bac 
it Cornwall bccccr oken cjve of than Smrfmri ? 
few trouble their heads about anv of your boles, 
WZ of (bene g^j dubs. of cboic^ mho wiik 

for any duoge, upaa any pbiifiblr gjRionds^ defire 
it on diffficnt ideat» 

Your rrf w conftittirion is the very rcvcrfc of ours 
in iiS principle « and I am ailoniihfd hov aay per- 
ioot coukl dream of holdii^ ooc any dung done ia 
it as an cnmplc for Great Britnn. Wtdi yos 
there U linle, or n:her no, connection between the 
lall rcprefentativc and the tint: conf ccenr. The 
member who goes to the oaiiooai aiTembly it ooe 
cLofcn by the people, nor accounJobJc to thenu 
There are three eleciions before he is choUen : two 
ictt of magiilraq^ iacervcoe betweca him and the 
prinury aficiiihiy» fo as to icodcr him, at I have 
UiJ, aa an;b^ador of a flare, and not the rcprc* 
ieacative of die people within a (Ute. By this 
the whole ^irit of the eledion it changed; nor caof 
any concffive your cooftidttioii-mongers have de« 
vilVd render him any thing elie than \%;iat he is. The 
Tcry attcaipt to do it would inevitably introduce a 
coniufioo^ if pofiible, more bouid than the piefenL 
There is no way to make a connexion between the 
original conflituent and the reprelentative, but 
by the circuitous means which may lead the can* 
didate to apply in the firft inftance to the primary 
elcdors, in order that by their authoritative inftruc*' 
tions (and fomcthing more perhaps) thefc primary 
eiedort may force the two fucceeding bodies of 
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rle6tors to make a choice agreeable to their wirtics. 
But this would plainly fubverC the whole rcheme. 
It would be to plunge them back into that tu- 
mult and confufion of popular ele6l:ion, which^ 
by their interpofcd gradation eledlions, they n:icaa 
to avoid, and at length to rifque tlie whole for- 
tune of the ftate with thofe who have the leaft 
knowledge of it, and the lead inccreft in it. This 
is a perpetual dilemma, into which they are thrown 
by the vicious, weak, and contradidory principles 
they have chofen. Unlefs the people break up 
and level this gradation, it is plain that they do 
not at all fubftantially elect to the afiTembly ; in- 
deed they eledl as little in appearance as reality. 
. What is it we all feek for in an eledlion ? To 
aofwer its real purpofes, you muft: firft poffwfs the 
means of knowing the fitnefs of your man; and 
then you muft retain fome hold upon him by per- 
fonal obligation or dependence. For what end arc 
thefe primary electors complimented, or rather, 
mocked, with a choice? They can never know any 
thing of the qualities of him that is to ferve them, 
nor has he any obligation whatfoever to them. Of 
all the powers unfit to be dtrlegatcd by thofe who 
have any real means of judging, that mod pecu- 
liarly unfit is what relates to a perfond choice. In 
cafe of abufe, that body of primary eleuhors never 
can call the reprefentative to an account for his 
conduifl:. He is too far removed from them in the 
chain of reprefentation. If he afls improperly at 
the end of his two years leafe, it does not concern 
him for t^yo years more. By the new French con- 
ftitution, the bed and the wifeft reprefentative go 

equally 
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equally with the worft into this IMus I\mmm 

Xhcir bottoms arc foppofcd foul, and they muft go 
into dock to be refitted. Every man who has 
fiimd in an aflbmbly is ineligible for twa yews 
after. Juft as thcfc inagiftratcs begin to kam 
their trade, like chimney-fweepers, they arc dif- 
qualified for excrcifing it. Superficial, ncw,petu- 
, lant acquifidon, and interrupted^ droniih, bfokcDy 
ill rccolleftion, is to be the dcftincd charafter of all 
your future governors. Your conftitution has too 
much of jealoufy to have much of fenfe in ie. Tou 
confider the breach of truft in the reprefentativc fo • 
juincipally, that you do not at all regard the qucf- 
tion of his fimefi to execute it. . 

This purgatory interval is not unfavourable to ft 
faithlcfs reprefentative, who may be as good a can* 
yafler as he was a bad governor. In this time he m^ 
cabal himfelf into a fuperiority over the wtftft and 
moft virtuous. As, in the end, all the members of this 
ele&ive conftitution are equally.fugitive, and exift 
only for the elcaion, they may be no longer th<?ikine 
- ' perfons who had chofen him, to whom he is to be 
■ refponfible when he folicits for a renewal of his 
truft. To call all the fccondary eleAors of the 
Commu7ie to account, 13 ridiculous, impradticable, 
and unjuft; they may thcmfclves have been de- 
ceived in their choice, as the^ third fet of ele&ora^ 
thofe of the Bepartmenty may be in theirs. In yoUr 
elections refponfibility cannot exift. 

The legidators who framed the anttent republics 
knew that their bufinefs was too arduous to be ac- 
compliflied with no better apparatus than the me- 
taphyfics of an under-graduaccj and the mathc^ 

• matica 
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w do wkh Mien, and thfljr y^Oft obliged to ftudy 

.human nature. They had to do with citizens, 
and they were obliged to ftudy the eifcds of thoTe 
hAbto which aire commuQiosied by the cireum- 
dances of et^tt life. They wcpe fenfiblc that the 
operation of this fecond nature on the firft pro* 
dueed a mew eocabkuASon} and tbttskce arofi: many 

• dlireHktes amongft men, aftcorfling to Aefr b!r^, 
their education, their profefTions, the periods of 

' their lives, their refidence in towns or in the coun- 
try, th^f feveral ways of acquiriog and of fixing 
property, and according lib ffce quaKty of the pro- 
perty itlelf, all which rendered them as it were ib 
many differeiK-ipecies of animals. From hence they* 
•tho^hc ih^mfelves dMiged todifpoie their citheehs 
into Inch clafTcs, and to place thein itt fuch fitua- 
-•tions in the ftate as their peculiar habits might 
*'qtNdi<y ishem to fiU, and i!6 allot to them fuch 
propriMd pri^iteges as might iecttne to diem 

• what their fpccific occafions required, and which 
flight iurnifh to each defcription fuch force as 

' fMi^r proteA it in thb cottflift caufed by die di- 
vei^fity of irttei-eftsi that mifft exifl-, and muft con- 
tend in all complex fociety: for the Icgiflator would 
Httve stf^uned, that the coarfe hufbandnuui 
Ihould- well krtdw how to aflbrt and to ufe Kis 

• flieepj horfes, and oxen, and fliould have enough 
of common fenfe not to abftradb and equalize them 
all into animds, without providing for each kidd 
an appropriate food, care, and employment; whilft 
he, the oecohomift:, dllpoftT, and ihepherd of his 
own kindred^ fubliming himfelf into an airy meta** 
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phyficiab, was Jfefolved to know nothing of his 
flocks, but as men in general. It is for this 

reaion that Moruefquicu obferved very juftly, 
that in their claflification of the citizens, the great 
legiflators of antiquity made the greatcft di^y 
of their powers, and even foarjed above themfelves. 
It is here that your modern legiflators have gone 
deep into the negative feries, and funk even below 
their own nothing. As the firft fort of legiflators 
attended to the different kinds of citizens, and com- 
bined them iiito one commonwealth, the others, 
the metaphyfical and alchemiftical legiflators, haVe 
taken the dire£t contrary courle. • They have at- 
tcmpicd to confound all forts of citizens, as well 
as they could, into one homogeneous mafs ; and 
then they divided this their amalgatna into, a 
number of incoherent republics. They reduce 
men to loofe counters merely for the fake of fini- 
ple telling, and not to figures whofe power is to 
arife from their place in the table. The elements 
of their own metaphyfics might have taught them 
better leflTons. The troll of their categorical tai- 
ble might have informed them, that there was 
ibmething elfe in the intelledual world belides 
Jiihftance and quantity. They might learn from 
the catechifms of metaphyfics. that .there were 
eight heads friore in every complex delibera- 
tion, which they have never, thought of, though 
thefe, of all the ten, are the fubjeft on which the 
Ikiil of man can operate any thing at all.. 

* Qaalitas, Relatio, Aaio, Pal&o, Ubi, Qgamto, Situs, 
Habitus. 
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. So far from this able drfpofition of fomc of the 
old republican legUlators^ which follows with a 
Iblicitous accuracy, the moral conditions and pro* 
penfitifs of men, they have levelled and crufhed 
together all the orders which tliey found, even 
iinder the coarfe vnardficial arrangement of the 
inoharchy, in which mode of government the 
clafllng of the citizens is not of fo much im- 
portance as in a republic. It is true, however^ 
that every fuch claffification, if properly ordered, 
is good in all forms of government ; and coinpofes 
^ ftrong barrier ^ainft the cxcefles of defpotirm, 
as well as it rs the necefTary means of giving efiedt 
and permanence to a republic. For want of lbme« 
thing of this kbd, if the prefent projeft of a re- 
public fliould fail, all fecurities to a moderated 
frecf^m fail along with it s all the indireft re- 
ftraints which mitigate defpotifm are removed ; 
infomuch that if monarchy fliould ever again ob- 
tain an entire afcendendy in France, under this or 
•under any other dynafty, it will probably be, if 
not voluntarily tempered at fetcing out, by the 
wife and virtuous counfels of the prince, the moft 
completely arbitrary power that has ever appear- 
ed on earth. This is to play a moll delperatc 
game. 

Finding no fort of principle of coherence with 
each other in the nature and conftitution of the 

/everal new republics of France, I confidered what 
cement the legillators had provided for them from 
any extraneous materials. Their confederations, 
their jpeolCiCleSy their civic feafts, and their enthu-' 
Xlafm, I take no notice ofi They are nothing but 
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mere tricks ; but tracing their policy through their 
adkions, I think I can diftinguifli the arrange- 
ments by which they propofe to hold thefe repob- 
Hc$ together^ The ftA, is the confi/cathn, with the . 
compuhbry paper currency annexed to it; the 
fccond, is the fuprcnie power of the city of Paris ; 
the third, is the general artny of the ftate. Of 
this laft I lhall reierve what I have to fay, until I 
come to confider the army as an head by itfelf. 

As CO the operation of the firft (the confif- 
cadon and paper currency) merely as a cement, 
I cannot deny that thefe, the one dcpehding 
on the other, ma^y for fome time compole fomc 
ibrt of cencient, if dteir madnefs and folfy in 
the nianagemenf, and in the tempering of the 
parts together, does not produce a repulfion in 
the very outfec^ But allowing to the fcheme 
fimse coherence, and foncie 'duration, it appears to 
me, that if, after a while, the confiication (hould not 
be found fuifRcient to fupport the paper coinage (as 
I am morally certain it will not) then, inftead of 
cementing, it will add infinitely to the diflbciation, 
diftraftion, and confufion of thefe confederate re- 
publics, both with relation to each other, and to 
the fevcral parts within themfelves. But if the 
confifcation fliould fo far fucceed as to fink the pam- 
per currency, the ccraent is gone with the circular 
tion. In the mean time its binding force will be 
very uncertain, and it will ftraiten or relax with 
every* variation in the credit of the paper. 
. One thing only is certain in this fcheme, which 
is an eflFcft fccmingly collateral, but dired, I have 
no doubt^ in the minds of thofe who condud thiis 
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bofinefii thee ii^ iu eScdt in producing aikOti- 
garcby in every one of the rqjitibtics. A paper 

circulation, not founded on any real money de- 
.poficed or engaged for, announting already to 
fonr^zttd^fony millions of £iiglilh moaey^ and 
this currency by force fubftitoted in the place of 
the coin of the kingdom, becoming thereby the 
fubftance of its revenue, as well as the medium of 
all its commercial and civil intercoorfe, muft put 
the whole of what power, authority, and influence 
is left, in any form whatfoever it may affume, into 
the bands of the managers and coaduftors of this 
circulation. 

In England we feel the influence of the bank; 
though ic is only the center of a voluntary dealing. 
He knows little indeed of the influence of money 
upon mankind, who does not fee the force of the 
management of a monicd concern, which is (6 
much more extenlive, and in its nature fb much 
more depending on the managers than any of ours. 
' But if we take into confiderarion the other part effen^ 
tially connefled with it (which con fids in continu* ' 
ally drawing out for fale portions of the confifcated 
land, this continual exchanging land for paper, and 
this mi;^ing it into circulacK>n) wc may conceive 
Ibmething of the intenfity of it$ operation. By this 
means the Ipirit of money-jobbing and fpeculat'ion 
goes into the mafs of land itfclf, and incorporates 
with it. By this kind of operlation> that fpecies of 
property becomes (as it were) volatized; it aHiimes ' 
an unnatural and monftrous adivity, and thereby 
throws into the hands of the Icvcral managers, 
principal and fubordinate^ Parifian and provincial, 
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alt the reprefentative of moneys, and perhaps a full 
tenth part of all the land in France, which has now 
acquired the worft and mod pernicious part of the 
evil of a paper circulation^ the greateft poflTible un- 
certainty in its value. They havc>everfed theLato- 
niankindncfb to the landed property of Dclos. They 
have fent theirs to be blown about, like the light 
fragments of a wreck, eras et littora dram. The 
new dealers being all habitually adventurers, and 
without any fixed habits or local prcdile£):ipns, will 
purchafe to job out again, as the market of paper, or 
of money, or of land fhall prefent an advantage. For 
though an holy bifliop thinks that agriculture will 
derive great advantages from the " enlightened " 
■ uftrrers who are to purchafe the church confifcations, 
I, who am not a good, but an old farmer, with great 
humility beg leave to tell his late lordfliip, that 
ufury b not a tutor of agriculture j and if the word 
enlightened be underftood according to the 
new dictionary, as it always is in your new fchool$, 
I cannot c6nceive how a man's not believing in 
God can teach him to cultivate the earth with the 
leaft of any additional (kill or encouragement. 
" Diis immortalibus fcro," faid an old Roman, 
when he held one handle of the plough, whilft 
Death held the other. Though you were to join 
in the commiflion all the diredtors of the two aca- 
demies to the diredkors of the Catffe d^Efcompte, one 
old experienced pcafant is worth them aih I have 

■ got more information, upon one curious and inter- 
efting branch of hufbandry, in one Ihort converfa- 
tion with one Carthufian monk, than I have derived 

^ from all the Bank directors that I have ever con- 
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vcrfed with. However, there is no caufe for ap- 
pj^henfiOQ from the meddling of money*dealers 
with rural oeconomy. Thcfe gentlemen are too 
wife in th^ir generation* At firft, perhaps, their 
tender and fufceptible imaginations may be cap- 
tivated with the innocent and unprofitabh de« 
lights ofapaftoral life ; but in a little time thev will 
find that agriculture is a trade much more labori- 
ous, and much lefs lucrative than that which they 
. had left. After making its panegyric, they will 
turn their backs on it like their great precurlor and 
prototype.— They may, like him, begin by finging 
Beams ille^* — but what will be the end ? 
Sic cum locutus fanerator Alphius^ 
Jam jam futurus rufticus 
Omnm relegit idihus pecmiam^ 
^^eri( calendis ponere. 
They will cultivate the catjfe d'EgUfe, under 
the facred aufpices of this prelate, with much 
more profit than its vineyards or its corn-fields. 
They will employ their talents according to their 
habits and their intere(b» They will not follow the 
plough whilft they can direft treafuries, and govern 
provinces. 

Your legiflators, in every thing new, are the 
very firft who have founded a commonwealth upon 
gaming, and infufed this fpirit into it as its vital 
breath. The great objcd in thcfe politics is tQ 
metamorphofe France, from a great kingdom into 
one great play-table ; to turn its inhabitants into a 
nation of gamefters ; to make fpeculation as ex- 
tenfive as life i to mix it with all its concerns ; 
and to divert the whole of the hopes and fears of 
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the people irpqfi their uii^al chg w ri l» ijm im- 
pulfcs, paOioaft, mid fuperftiidoM of tht^b who Km 

on chances. They loudly proclaim their opinion, 
that this their prefent fyflem of a repytdlic pami^ 
poffilpljr exift withoiit thi^ .kind of g^rang fuMs 
and that the very thread of iti life is fpun out €£ 
the ftaple of thefe fpcculations. The old gaming 
in funds was ouii^cvous enough undeubcedly^ 
but it wa$ fb onty to ij9dividuab» £vea wbej» it. 
had it$ greateft extent, in the Miflinippi and South 
Sea, it afteded but few, connparatively j where itc 
extends further, ^ in lotterie^> the ijpirit h^ but, fk 
fingle objed. But By ll>ringing thie^ currency o^ 
gaming into the minuteft matters, and engaging 
every body in it, and in every thing, a more dread- 
ful epideniic difteoiper of tha^ l^nd ie fprcad than 
yet has appeared in the world* With you a man 
can neither earn nor buy his dinner, without a fpe- 
culation. What he receives in the morning wiH not 
have the fame value at night. What he is eompellsd 
to take as pay for an old debt, will not be recdved 
as the fame when he h to contraA a new oaei. 
nor will it be the iiioie when by prompt payment he 
would avoid contraAing any debt at all. Indufby 
rnuft wither away. CEconomy muft be driven frorn 
your cQuntry. Careful prpvjfion will have no ex- 
iftence. Who will labour without knowing the 
amount of his pay ? Who will ftudy to. cnerealfe 
what none can cftimate ? who will accumulate, 
wheSn he does not know the value of what he fayes i 
If you abftra& it from its ufes in gaming, to aocu-f 
mulate your paper wealth, would be not the provi- 
dence of ^ ipauj but the diikmpered in(Un^ of ^ 
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The truly melancholy part of the policy of iyflcu 
nacically making a nation of gaoieftfrs is this ; 
that dio' all are forced u> fH«fy few ean vnderflmd 
the game ; and (ewer ftfii il^eifl acondkion cb availr 
themfclves of the knowledge. The many muft 
be the dupes of the few who condu<5t the macbiiM? 
of diefe fpeculations* What eSk& it muft have ofi- 
the country-people is vifible. When the peafant 
firft In'ings his corn to market» the magiilratc in 
the towns obligea him co talce the affigoat U par ; 
ivben he goes to the fhop with thismoney, he finds it 
liven per cent, the worfe for crolTmg the way. This 
market be wiU not readily reforc to agaiii* The 
townifiuui can calculate from day to day : not fi> 
the inhabitant of the country. The towns-people 
will be inflamed ! they will force the country-people 
to bring their com. Re&ftance will begin> and the 
murders of Paris and St. Dennis may be renewed 
through all France-. 

What fignifies the empty« compliments paid ta 
the country by giving it perhaps more than its ihare 
in the theory of your reprcfentation ? Where have 
you placed the real power over monied and 
landed circulation ? Where have you placed the 
means of raifing and falling the value of every 
man's freehold. The whole of the power obtained 
by this revolution will fettle in the towns among 
the burghers, and the monied dire&ors who lead 
them. The landed gentleman, the yeoman> and 
the peafant have, none of them, habits, or incli- 
nations, or experience, which can lead them to any 
ihare in this the fole Ibqrce of power and influence 
iiowlc& inF^ce. Thevery nature of acouncrylife^ 
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the very nature of landed property, in all the oc- 
cupations, and all the plcafiires tbey afford, render- 
combination and arrangement (the ibie way of 

procuring and exerting influence) in a manner iiti- 
poflibie amongft coiintry-people. Combine them 
byaU the art you can, and all the induftry, they are 
always diflblving into individuality. Any thing in 
the nature of incorporation is almoft impradlicablc 
amongft them. Hope, fear, alarm, jcaloufy, the 
ephemerous tak that does its bufineft and dies in 
a day, all thcfe things, which are the reins and 
fpurs by which leaders check or urge the minds 
of followers, are not eafily empbyed, or hardly at 
all, amongft Scattered people. They aflfemble, 
they arm, they ad with the utmoft difficulty, and 
at the greateft charge. Their efibns, if ever they 
can be commenced, cannot be fuftained* They 
cannot proceed fyftematically. If the country 
^ntlemen attempt an influence through the mere 
income of their property, what is it to dhat of thole 
who have ten times their income to fell, and who can 
ruin their property by bringing their plunder to meet 
it at market. If he wiibes to mortgage, he falls the 
value of his land, and raifes the value of aflignats. 
He augments the power of his enemy by the very 
means he muft take to contend with him. The 
country gentleman therefore, the officer by fea 
imd land, the man of liberal views and habits, 
attached to no profeflion, will be as completely 
excluded from the government of his country as 
if he were legiflatively profcribed. It is obvious, 
that in the towns, all the things which confpirc 
againft the country gentleman, combine in favour 

of 
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of the money manager and direftor. In towns 
combination is natural. The habits of burghers, 
their occupations^ their diverfion, their bufinefs, 
.their idlenefs, continually bring them into mutual 
contaA. Their virtues and their vices are fociable; 
they are always in garrifbn ; and they come embo- 
died and half difciplincrd into the hands of thofc 
who mean to form them for civil, or for military . 
aAion. Thofe whofe operations can take from, 
or add ten per cent, to, the pofleffions of every 
man in France, muft be the matters of every man 
in France. 

All thele confiderations leave no doubt on my 

mind, that if this monfter of a conftitution can 
continue, France will be wholly governed by the 
agitators in corporations, by focieties in the towns 
formed of direftors of affignats, and truftces for the 
fale of church lands, attorniei», agents, money-job- 
bers, fpeculators, an^ adventurers, compofingan 
ignoble oligarchy founded on the deftrudion of 
the crown, the church, the nobility, and the people. 
Here end all the deceitful dreams and vifions of 
the equality and rights of men. In " the Serbo- 
nian bog" of this bafe oligarchy they are all ab- 
forbed, funk, and loft for ever. 

Though human eyes cannot trace them, one 
would be tempted to think fome great offences in 
France mult cry to heasrcn, which has thought 
fit to punifli it with a fubjedion to a vile and 
inglorious domination, in which no comfort or 
compenfation is to be found in any, even of thofe 
falfe fplendours, which, playing about other tyran- 
nies, prevent mankind from feeling themfelves 
3 ' diihonoured 
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di&onoured even whilft they are oppreficd, I muft 
coofeis I am touched with a forrow, mixed with 
ibme indignadooy at the conduA of a few idcb, 
once of great rank^ and ftill of great charafter, who, 
deluded with fpccious names, have engaged in a 
bufifieis too deep for the line of their wderftand- 
hig to fiitfaom ) who have lent dieir fiur reputatioft^ 
and the authority of their high-founding names, 
to the dcfigns of men with whom they could not 
be aequainced } and baire thereby made their very 
virtues operate to the ruin of their country. 
So far as to the firft cementing principle* 
The fecood material of cement for their new re* 
public is the fuperiorlty of the city of Paris $ and 
this I admit is flrongly conne6ted with the other 
cementing principle of paper circulation and con- 
fifcation. It is in this part of the projed we muft 
look for the caufe of the deftruAion of all the old 
bounds of provinces and jurifdiclions, ecclcfiaftical 
and fecuiar, and the diiiblution of all ancient 
combinations of things, as well as the formation 
of fo m;iny fmall unconnc6led republics. The 
power of the city of Paris is evidently one great 
.^ing of all their politics. It is through the 
power of Paris, now become the center and focus 
of jobbing, that the leaders of this fadlion di- 
tc&, or rather command the whole legiAative and 
the whde executive government. Every thing 
therefore muft be done which can confirm the 
authority of that city over the odier republics, 
Paris is compaA } (he has an enormous ftrengrh, 
wholly' difpr^rttoned to the force of any of 
the fquare republics ; and this ftrength is col- 
kd-cd and condcnfed within a narrow compafs. 

5 Paris 
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Paris has a natural and eafy connexion of itt partly 
which witt noe be affe^d bf .any (chant of a 

ejeometrical eonftitiitlon, nor does it much fignify 
whether its proportion of reprefentation be more or 
lt&, fince ft has tfae whole draft of Hflies in ks drag* 
net. The other divifions of Che kingdom being 
hackled and torn to pieces, and fcparated from all 
their habitual means^ and even principles of union» 
cannot^ for Ibnie time at leaft, eonfederate againft 
her* Ft was plain that the new incorporation ef 
the city of Paris could not completely and conclu- 
fiYcly domineer over France in any other way than 
by breaking) in every other part of it, tbofe con- 
nections which might balance her power. Nor- 
thing was therefore to be left in all the fubordinate 
members, but weakneis, di(conne£tion, and confer 
fion. To confirm this part of the plan, the allbm- 
bly has lately come to a refolution, that no two of 
their republics ihall have the fame commander in 
chieC 

To a perfon who takes a view of the whole, the 
ftrcngth of Paris thus formed, will appear a fyftetn 
of general weaknels. It is boafted^ that the geome- 
trical policy has been adopted, that all local ideas 
fhould be funk, and that the people lliould no longer 
be Gafconsj Picardsj Bretons, Normans, but French- 
men, with one country, one heart, and one aflem-. 
bly. But inftead of being all Frenchmen, the 
greater likelihood is, that the inhabitants of that 
re^on will (horcly have no country. No man ever 
was attached by a fenfe of pride, partiality, or real 
aftc£tion, to a defcriptioa of fquarc mcafuremcJU. 
H€ never will glory in belonging to the Checquer, 

N'7!, 
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N* 7 1> or to any other badge-ticket. We begin 
our public afic&kMM.in our faiTiilies. No,iCold re- 
lation is a xealous ciciaen. We pa& on to our 

neighbourhoods, and our habitual provincial con- 
iie6bions. Thefe are inns and refting places. 
Such divifions of our country as have been fomied 
by habit, and noc by a fudden jerk of autho^ 
rity, were fo many little images of the great 
country in which the heart found fomething which 
it could fill. The love to the whole is not ezdii-> 
guifhcd by this fubordinate partiality. Perhaps it 
is a Ibrt of elemental training to thofc higher and 
more large regards^ by which alone ipen come to 
be afFcded, as with their own concern, in the prof- 
perity of a kingdom fo extenfive as that of France. 
In that general territory itfelf, as in the old name 
of provinces, the citizens are interefted from old 
prejudices and unrealoncd habits, and not on ac- 
count of the geometric properties of its figure. 
The power and preeminence of Paris does cer- 
tainly prefs down and hold thefe republics togiedier, 
as long as it lafts. But, for the reafons I have al- 
ready given you, I think it cannot laft very long. 

Faffing from the civil creating, and the civil 
cementing principles of this conftitution, to the 
national aflembly, which is to appear and aft as 
fovereign, we fee a body in its conftitution with 
every poffible power, and no poffible external con- 
troul. We lee a body witliout fundamental laws, 
without edabliihed maxims, without refpefted rules 
of proceeding, which nothing can keep firm to any 
fyftcm whatfoever. Their idea of their powers is 
always taken at the ucmoHilretch of legiflative com- 

petency^ 
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petency, and their examples for common cafes, from 
the exceptions of the mod urgent necefllty. The 
future is to'be in moft refpedblikic tfaeprefentaffim- 
bly i but, by the mode of the new dcftions and the 
tendenqr of the new circulations, it will be purged of 
the fmall degree of internal controul exiting in a 
minoritjr chofen origiaaUy from various' interefb, 
and preferring (bmething of their fpirit. If poflible, 
the next aflfembly muft be worfc than the prefent. 
The prefeot^ by deftroyiog and altcring-every things 
will leave to their fucceflfors apparently nothing po- 
pular to do. They will be roufcd by emulation 
and example to entcrprifes the boldcft and the moft 
abfurd* To fuppofe fuch an a&mbly fitting in 

• perfeifl quietude is ridiculous. 

Your all-fufficienc legiflatorSj in their hurry to do 
every thing at once, have forgot one thing that 
feems eflential, and which, I believe, Yiever has 
been, in the theory or the practice, omitted by 
any projedor of a republic. They have forgot to 
conftitute a Senate, or (bmething of that nature 
and charader. Never, before this time, was heard 
of a body politic compofed of one legillative and 
adive aiiembly, and its executive officers, without 
fuch a council; without Ibmething to which foreign 
dates might conneiSt themfelvcs; fomething to which, 

* in the ordinary detail of government, the people 
could look up; Ibmething which might give a 
bias and fteadinels, and preferve ibmething like 
confiftency in the proceecfings of ftate. Such a 
body kings generally have as a council* A mo- 
narchy may exift widiout it ; but it fcems to be in 
the very eflence of a republican government. It 

holds 
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itrids a fbTt of ncuddle pbce btftween dhe fupFetifie 
fioirer^Bttrciftd by the fiMple, or imiMiHmfy de^ 
legaMd fiom them, and the mere etecudve. Of 

this chcFe are no traces in your conflitution ; and in 
fiTDviding iKKibing of Ak kmd, ymr Solons and 
<Nimiia at much m k oof tKh^ elfcj difeo^ 
irered a fovcreign incapacity. 

Let us now turn our eyes to what they have 
Ame CDiiwdft die formaiioR of an executif e flower. 
For ihis tiiey htve chofen a d^gpaded king. 
This dieir fird executive officer is to be a machine, 
without any fort of deliberative difcretion in any 
ine aft of hta fimAiofL At beft 1m » but a 
fihannd to ooni^ tD the natmnal aiftmbly fiidi 
inatter as may import that body to know. If he 
jMd been made the cKclufive channel, the power 
wouU not have boen without m itn p or tap OM.. 
though infinitely perilous to thofc who would 
choofe to exercife it. But public intelligence and 
fiattOQcnt of .fa^ may pais to the afleaibly> wifih 
fqual audienticity, through aof other cooTeyanoe* 
As to the means, therefore, of giving a direc- 
tion to xneafures by the flatement of an autho- 
fised r^oneiv this ofiioe of ioteUigfsiiee is aa 
Mcbbg. 

To confider die French fcheme of an executive 
officer in its two natural diviiions of civil and 
poUcical«-»In the firft it tnuft be ob&rml, that, 
according to the new conftitiition, the higher parts 
of judicature, in either of its Unes, are not in the 
Uog. The king of Fnaaoe is not the fountain of 
juftiocw The judges, nekher die originri nor the 
appeUatep.are of his noaunauoa« He nci^licr pro- 
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police the 6iiidt<^tes, nor has a negative on Ac ' 

choice. He is not even the public profecutor. He 
ierves only as a notary to authenticate the choice 
made of the judges in the ieveral diftrids^ 
his officers he is to execute their lentenoe. When 
we look into the true nature of his authority, 
])e appears to be nothing more than a chie^ 
of bumbaiUfis, , feijeants at n)^C€, catchpoles, 
jailers, and hiangmen. It is impofllble to place 
iwiy thing galled royalty in ^ more degrading 
folai of iriew. A thoufand tiaies better it had 
been for the dignity of this utrfiappy prince, that 
Jie had nothing at all to do witii the admini- 
ilration of juttice, deprived as he is of all 
that is venerable, and all that is confolatery in 
that fundion^ without power of originating any 

procei^ i without a power of fufpeniion> mitiga- 
lioii» or paidon. Every thing in jufiice that h 
vile and odious is thrown upon him. It was not 
for nothing that the aflembly has been at fuch 
jHuns to .renu)v£ the ^gma from certain oiHces, 
mihen they were r efolved to place the peribn wh» 
jatdy had been dieir king in a fituation but one 
degree above the executioner, and in an office nearly 
of the bmc quality. It is not in nature, thai iicu« 
^Ked as the inng of die French now is, he can 
-Tfipeft himlclf, or can be refpcftcd by others. 

View this new executive officer on the fide of 
iiis fioliiiciyi Cf^ticky, a$ be a&s under the ordeis 
«f the national affemUy* To execute laws is a 
royal office ; to execute orders is not to be a king* 
ti^H^cvcr, a political executive magifiracy, though 
merely fucb» > ji guisat trutL It is a py^ j«ide$4 

U that 
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diac has much depending upon ics faithful and 

dfligcnc performance, both in the perfon prefiding 
in it and in all his fubordinatcs. Means of per- 
forming this duty oug^t to be given by r^^a- 
tion ; and difpofitions towards it ought to be 
infufcd by the circumftances attendant on the 
truft. Ic ought to be environed with dignity, 
authority^ and confiderationj and it oi^ht to lead.« 
to glory. The office of execution* is an office of 
exertion. It is not from innpotence we are to ex- 
ped the talks of power. What fort of perfon is & 
king to command executory fenrice^ who has no 
means whatfoever to reward it ? Not in a permanent 
office 5 not in a grant of land ; no, not in a penfion 
of Bfty pounds a year i not in the vaineft and took 
trivial dtle. In France the Idng is no more die 
fountain of honour than he is the fountain of juftice. 
Ail rewards, all diftindions are in other hands. 
Tbofe who ferve the king can be adhiated by no 
fiatur^ motive but fear ; by a fear of every diing 
except their maftcr. His functions of internal co- 
ercion are as odious, as thofe which he exerQifes in 
the department of juftice. If relief is to be pven 
to any municipality, the aflembly gives it. If 
troops are to be fent to reduce them to obedience 
to the afleoibly^ the king is to execute the orders 
and upon every occafion he is to be fpatteted over 
With the blood of his peofde. He has no negative ; 
yet his name and authority is ufcd to enforce every 
harfti decree. Nay, he muft concur in the butchery 
of thofe who (ball attempt to free him from his 
'imprifonment^ or fhew the flighteft attachment to 
bi^ perfon or iq his antienc authority* . 

Executive 
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Executive magiftraqr ought to be conftieuted iir 
liich a manner, that thole who conopole it Ihould 

be difpofed to love and to venerate thofe whom 
they are bound to obey. A purpofed neglcdj or^ 
what is worfe, a literal but perverie and malignant 
obedience, muft be the ruin of the wifeft counfels^ 
Jn vain will the law attempt to anticipate or to 
follow fuch iludied negleds and fraudulent atten« 
tions. To make men aft zealoufly is not in the 
competence of law. Kings, even fuch as are 
truly kings, may and ought to bear the freedom 
of fubjefts that are obnoxious to them. They 
may too, without derogating from thed^felvesj 
bear even the authority of fuch perfons if it pro- 
motes their fervice. Louis the Xlllth mortally 
hated the cardinal de Richlieu^ but his fupportof 
diat minifter againft his rivals was the fource of 
all the glory of his reign, and the folid founda- 
tion of his throne itfclf. Louis the XI Vth, vvh(?n 
come to the throne, did not love the cardinal .Maza- 
rin; but for his interefts he preferved him in power. 
When old, he dcteftcd Louvois ; but for years, 
whilft he faithfully ferved his greatnefs, he endured 
his perfon. When George the lid took Mr. Flit, 
who certainly was not agreeable to him, into his 
councils, he did nothing which could humble a 
wife fovercign. But thefe minitters, who were 
chofen by aflSurs, not by afieftions, afted in the 
name of, and in truft for, kings j and not as their 
avowed, conftitutional, and oftenfible mafters. I 
think it impoOiblc that any king, when he has re* 
covered his firft terrors, can cordially infufe vi^ 
vacicy and vigour into meafures which be knows 
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are in the bigheft degree ill afieded to his perfon. . 

Will any miniftcrs, who fcrvc focb a king (or 
whatever he may be called) with but a decent 
appearance of refpe&i cordially obey the orders 
ofthofe whom but the other day in his oame they 
had committed to the Baftile ? will they obey the 
orders of thofe whom, whilft they were excrcifmg 
deQ)Ocic juftice upon them, they concrived.chey 
irere treating with lenity $ and for whom, in a pri** 
• fon, they thought they had provided an afylum ? 
If you exped Aich obedience, amoogit your other 
innovations and regenerations^ yoa oog^t to 
make a wvdltitton in nalQfe, and provide a new 
conftitution for the human mind. Otherwife, your 
fupreme government cannot harmonize with its 
executory fyftem. There are cafes in which WQ 
cannot take up with names and abftraftions. You 
may call half a dozen leading individuals, whom 
we have Teafon to fear and hate^ the natioa.. It 
makes no other difference, than to make lis fear and 
hate them the more. If it had been thought juf- 
tiBable and expedient to make fuch a revolution 
by feich means, and through fuch perfott|» as you 
have made yours, it would have lieen nnnre wife 
to have compieted the bufinefs of the fifth and 
. fixth of Odober. The new executive officer would 
dien owe his fituation to his ml maftersf and Ik 
inight be bound in tntereft, in the ibciety of^crime, 
and (if in crimes there could be virtues) in gra- 
^tude, to ferve thofe who had promoted him to a^ 
fSace of great lucre and great fenfual iaduigcaGe£ 
and of Ibmetfaing move s Fdr more he muft haw 
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received from thofe who certainly would not liavc 
limited an aggrandized creacurt» as they have done 
a fubmitting antagonift. 

A king circumftanccd as the prefcnt, if he is to- 
tally flupified by his misfortiines, fo as to think it 
oocxbe Dcceflity^ but the premium and privilege of 
life, to eat and fleep, without any regard to glory^ 
never can be fit for the office. If he feels as men 
commonly feel, he miift be fenfible, that an oigce 
fi> circumftanccd is one in which he can obtain no 
fame or reputation. He has no generous intereft 
that can excite him to ajflion. At beft, his conduft 
will be paiTive and defenfive. To inferior people 
fuch an office mighc be matter of honour. But 
to be rai(ed to it, and to defcend to it/ are different 
things, and fuggeft different fentiments. Does he 
ually name the minidiers ? They will have a fym* 
pathy with him. Are they forced upon him f The 
whole bufinefs between them and the nominal 
king will be mutual counteraftion. In all other 
countriest the office of minifters of ftate is of the 
higheft dignity. In France it is full of peril and 
incapable of glpry. Rivals however they will have 
in their nothingnefs, whiUV ihallow ambition exilts 
in the worid, or the deftre of a miferable faiary is aa 
incentive to Ihort-Cghted avarice. Thole competi- 
tors of tlie minifters are enabled by your conftitution 
to attack them in their vital parts, whilit they have 
AOt the means of repelling their charges in any other 
than the degrading charaAer of culprits. The 
minift^ers of ftate in France are the only perfons 
in that country who are incapable of a ftiare in 

fbe iMtionsil councils. What minifters i What 
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rouncils ! What a nation l^Buc they are reQxxH' 

fible. It is a poor fcrvicc that is to be had from 
rcrponfibility. The elevation of mind, to be der 
^ved from fear, fvill Reyer make a nation gloriou9» 
Kefponfibility prevents crimes. 1% makes all at- 
tempts againft the laws dangerous. But for a 
principle of adtive and zealous fervice, none but 
idiots could think of it. Is the condu£t of a* 
yrar to be trufted to a man who may abhor its 
principle ; who, in every ftep he may take to 
render ^t fucceisful, confirms the power of thofe 
by whom be is ppprefled? Will foreign ftates 
fcrioufly treat syith him who has no prerogative of 
peace or war; no, not lo much as in a fingle vote 
by himfelf or his qninifters, or by any, one whon> 
|ie can pofTibiy influence. A ftate of contempt is 
not a llatc for a prince : better get rid of him at 
once. 

I kno^ it will be faid, that thefe humours In 
.^e court and executive government will conti- 
nue only through this generation; and that the king 
has been brought to declare the dauphin ihall 
be cducatied in a conformity to his. fituation. If 
he is made to conform to his (ituation, he will 
have no education at all. His training: muft be 
y^orfe even than that of an arbitrary monarch* 
. If he reads, — whether he reads or not, fome good 
or evil genius will tell him h^s anccftors were kings. 
• Thenccibrward his object muft be to aflcrt him- 
felf, and to avenge his parents. This you will fay 
IS not his duty. That may be ; but it is Nature $ 
^nd whiid you pique Nature againft you, you do 
unwifdy to tiuil to Duty. In this futile fcheme 



Diyiiizea by 



( 295 ) 

of polity, the ftate nurfes in its bofom, for th^ 
prefenty a Iburce of weaknefs, perplexity, counter<i> 

atflion, inefficiency, and decay ; and it prepares the 
means of its final ruin. la ihort> I fee nothing 
in the executive ibrce (I cannot call it authority) 
that has even an appearance of vigour, or that has 
the fmalleft degree of juft correfpondence or fyin- 
metryt or amicable relation, with the fuprcme 
power, either as it now exifts, or as it is planned for 
the future governnnent. 

You have fettled, by an oecononny as per- 
verted as the policy, two eftablifhments of go* 
v^mment; one real, one fiftitious. Both main- 
tained at a vaft expence; but the fictitious at, 
I think, the great^ed:. Such a machine as the 
latter is not worth the greafe of its wheels 
The expence is* exorbitant; and neither the 
(hew nor the ufe deferve the tenth part of the 
charge. Oh 1 but I don't do juftice to the talents 
of the legiflators. I don't aUow, as I ought to 
do, for ncccflity. Their fcheme of executive force 
was not their choice. This pageant muft be kept. 
The people would not confent to part with itj» 
Rights I underftand you. You do, in fpite of your 
grand theories, to which you would have heaven 
and earth to bend, you do know how to conform 
yourfelves jto the nature and circumftances of 
things. But when you were obliged to conform thus 
far to circumftances, you ought to have carried 
your fubmiflion farther, and to have made what 
you were obliged to take, a proper inftrumeiA*^ 
and ufcful to its end That was in your power. 
for inftance^ among many odiers, it was iq 
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your power to leave to your king the rig'ic^of^ 
peace aod war. What 1 to leave to the executive 
magiftrate the moft dangerous of idl prerogative^ f' 
I know none more dangerous; nbr any one more 
necefikry to be fo trufled. I do not (ay that thi^ 
prerogative ought to be trufted to yoifr king, lin-r 
Icfs he enjoyed other auxiliary trufts along with it, * 
y/hich he does not now hold. But, if he did 
pofiefs them, hazardous as they are undoubtedly^ 
advantages would arife from (bch conftitutioiiy tttone' 
than compenfaring the rifque. There is no other 
way of keeping orher potentates frpna intriguing difr 
tin&ly and perfonally with the mennbcr^ of your 
aflfertbly, from intermeddling in all your concerns,* 
and fonnenting, in the heart of your country, the / 
moft pernicious of all fadions ; faftions in the ittr 
tereft and under the difeftion of foreign pdwets. 
Fronn that N\orft of evils, thank God, we are ftill 
free. Your Ikiil, if you had any, would be wdl * 
eniplpye^ to find out indireft corredtives and con- 
nols upon this perilous tnift. tf you did not like 
thofe whicii in England we have chofcn, your leader^ 
might have exerted their abilities in contriving bet* 
ter. If it wcrt neceflkry to- exemplify the confe- 
qiiences of r.:ch an executive government as yours, 
in ^he manageoient of great affairs, I ihould refer 
you to. the latb rdporrs of M; de Montmorin to the 
nationd aflembly, and aH the other proceedings re- 
lative to tlie differences between Great Britain and 
Spiin. It would be treating yolir underibndiog 
With difreipcft to point them otft to you. 

I hear that thr perfons who are called niinifters 
have fignihcd an i^ention of refigning their 

places. 
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fjlacf^. I am rather aftoniflied that they have not 

refigned long fince. For the univcrfe I would not 
have ftood in the fuuation in which they have 
liceti for this laft twelvemonth* Thev wiihed well, 
I take it for granted, to the Revolution. Let this 
fafl be as it may, they could not, placed as they 
were upon an eminence, though an eminence of 
humiKation, but be the firft to fee coUeftively, and 
to feel eaeh in his own department, the evils 
which have been produced by that revolution. In 
every ftep which they took, or forbore to take» 
they muft have felt the degraded fituation of their 
country, and their utter incapacity of ftrving it. 
They arc in a fpecies of lubordinatc fcrvitude, in 
« which no'men before them were ever feen. With* 
out confidence from their fovereign, on whom 
they were forced, or from the aflenibly who forced 
them upon him, all the noble funftions of their 
office are executed by committees of the aflem« 
bly, without any regard whatfoever to their pcr- 
Ibnai, or their official authority. They are to ex- 
ecute, without power I they are to be refponfible^, 
without difcretion ; they are to deliberate, with- 
out choice. In their puzzled fituationj under two 
fovcrcigns, over neither of wJiom they have any 
influence, they muft z& in fuch a manner as (in 
efFeft, whatever they may intend) fometimes to 
betray the one, fjinetimes the other, and always 
to betray chemielves. Such has been tlieir fitua- 
fton; fuch muft be the fituation of thofe who 
fuccced thein. 1 have much refpcft, and maay 
good wiihcs, for Mt. Necker. I am obliged to 
Um for attentions. I thought when his encmiis 

had 
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had driven him from Vcrfaillcs, that his exile 
was a fubjcdl of moft ferious congratulation— 
muUit urbes it publica vota viceritnt. He is now 
fitting on the ruins of the finances^ and of the 
monarchy of France. 

A great deal more might be obferved on the . 
firaoge conftitution of the executory part of the 
new government; but fatigue mud give bounds to 
the difcufllon of fubjcds, which in themfelves havq 
hardly any limits^ 

As little genius and talent am I able |to perceive 
in the plan of judicature formed by the national 
afiembly. According to their invariable courfe, 
ihe framers of your conftitution have begun with 
the utter abolition* of the parliaments. Theie 
venerable bodies, like the reft of the old govern- 
ment, flood in need of reform, even though there 
ihould be no change made in the monarchy. They 
required feveral more alterations to adapt them to the 
fyftemof a free conftitution. But they had particulars 
in their conflitution, and tliofe not a few, which de- 
lervcd approbation from the wife. They ppifefTed 
one fundamental excellence ; they were indepen- 
dent. The moft doubtful circumftance attendant on 
their office, that of its being vendible, contributed 
however to this independency of chara&er. They 
held for life. Indeed they may be faid to have held 
by inheritance. Appointed by the monarch, they 
were confidered as nearly out of his power. The 
moft determined exertions of that authority againft 
them only (hewed their radical independence. They 
compofed permanent bodies politic, conftituted to 
xeUft arbitrary innovaiion ^ and bom that corporate 

conftiti^tion. 
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conftiturion, and from moll of thdr forms, they 

were well calculated to afford both certainty and fta- 
jbility to the laws. They h^d been a fafc afylum to 
fecure tbefe laws in all the revolutions of humour 
^nd opinion. They had flived chat facred depofit 
of the country during the reigns of arbitrary princes^ 
^nd the ftruggles of arbitrary fadions. They kept 
alive the mennory and record of the conflitution. 
They were the great fecurity to private property j 
.which might be faid (when perfonal liberty had np 
jcxiftence) to be, in fa61:, as well guarded in France 
jas in any other country. Whatever is fupreme 
in a ftate, ought to have, as much as poifible^ 
its judicial authority fo conftituted as not only not to 
depend upon it, but in fome fort to balance it. It 
ought to give a fecurity to its juftice againft its 
power. It ought to make its judicaturcj as it were, 
Ibmcthing exterior to the ftate. 

Thcfe parliaments had furniflied, not the beft cer- 
tainly, but fome conf^derable correftive to the exccd 
ies and vices of the monarchy. Such an independent 
judicature was ten times more nccelTdry when a de- 
mocracy became the abfolute power of the country. 
In that conftitution> eled:ive> temporary, local 
judges, fuch as you have contrived, exercifing their 
dependent fun6tions in a narrow fociety, muft be 
tthe worft of all tribunak. In them it will be vain 
to look for any appearance of juftice towards 
ftrangers, towards the obnoxious rich, towards the 
minority of routed parties, towards all thofe who 
in the cle&ion have fu[)ported unfuccefsfiil candi- 
dates. It will be impoffible to keep the new tri- 
Jpunals clear of tlie v/orit fpirit of fa&ion. All 

contrivances 
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•corttrivaiK^ by ballot, wc know experimentaHy, 

to be vain and childifli to prevent a uifcovery of 
inclinations. Where they may the bed anfwer 
the purpofes of coocealnnenti they anfwer to pro^ 
duce fufpicion, and thU is a ftill nx>re mifchievous 
caufe of partiality. 

If the parliaments had been preferved, inftcad 
of being diflblved at fo ruinous a change to the na* 
tion, they might have ferved in' this new com** 
monweakbf perhaps not precifely the fame (I do 
not mean an exaft parallel) but near the fame 
purpoies as tbe court and lenate of Areopagus did 
in Athens i that is, as one of the balances and cor- 
reftives to the evils of a light and unju(k demo* 
cracy. Every one knows, that this tribunal was 
tbe great ftay of that ftate ; every one knows with 
what care it was upheld, and with what a reli- 
gious awe it was confecrated. The parliamencs 
were not wholly free from £iftion» I admits but 
this evil was exterior and accidental, and not fo 
much the vice of their con&icution itfelf» as it 
mud be in your new contrivance of fexennial clec<«. 
rive judicatories. Several Englifh commend the • 
abolition of the old tribunals, as fuppoling that 
they determined every thing by bribery and cor- 
ruption. But they have ftood the teil; of mo- 
narchic and republican fcrutiny* The court was 
well difpofcd to prove corruption on thofe bodies 
when they were dilTolved in 1771. — ^Thofe who 
have again diOblved them would have done the 
fame if they could — but both inquifitions having 
failed, I conclude^ that grqls pecuniary corruption 
muft have been m^her rare ainongft chenq. 
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It would hive been pruc|cQt, along with the 
parliameais, to prefcrve their antienc power of 
rcgi£keriiig} and of remonftrating at leaft^ upon ail 
the decrees of the national aflfembty, as they did 
upon thofe which pafT^d in the time of the mo- 
narcby. It would be a means of fquaring the oc- 
cafional decrees of a democracy to ibme principles * 
of general jurifprudence. The ruin of the ancient 
democracies was, that they ruled, as you do, by oc- 
caGonal decrees^ fjepbifinata. This practice fbon 
broke in upon the tenour and conGftency of the 
laws } they abated the refpect of the people towards 
tfaem % and totally deftroyed them in the end. 

Yoor vefting the power of remonflranccy which^ in 
the time of the monarchy^ eaufted in the parliament 
of Paris, in your principal executive ofiicer, whom, 
in fpite of common fcnfe, you perfevcrc in calling 
king» is the height of afaCurdiqr« You.ougbt never 
to fuffer remonftrance from him who is to execute. 
This is to under(Und neither council nor execu<* 
ckmi neither authority nor obedience. The peribn 
whom you call king, oug^t not to have this power^ 
or he ought to have more. 

Your preicat arrangement is ftri&ly judiciaL 
luftead of imitating your monarchy, and feating 
your judges on a bench of independence, your 
objefb is to reduce them to the mod blind obe- 
dience. As you have changed all things, you 
lum invented new principles of order. You firft 
appoint judges, who, I fuppofe, are to determine ac- 
cording to law, and then you let them know, that, 
at ibme time or other, you intend to give them 
(bene kw by which they are to deienmoe. Anyftu« 

dicf 



( 30ft ) 

dies which they have made (if any they have made) 
are to be uields to them* But to fupply thefe 
ftudicsy they are to be fworn to obey all die rules, 
orders, and loftrufHons, which from time to time 
they are to receive from the national affembly, 
Thcfc if they fubmit to, they leave no ground of 
law to the futgcd* They become complete, and 
moft dangerous inftniments in the hands of the go- 
verning power, which, in the midft of a caufe, or 
on the proijped of it, may wholly change the rule 
of decifion. If thefe orders of the NadonaL Af- 
fembly come to be contrary to the will of the people 
who locally choofe thofe judges, fuch confuQon muft 
happen as b terrible to think of. For the judges 
owe dieir place to the local authority ; and thff 
commands they are fworn to obey come from thofe 
who have no (liarc in their appointment. In the 
mean time they have the example of the court of 
Cbatelet to encourage and guide them in the ex- 
ercife of their functions. That court is to try crimi- 
nals fent to it by the National AiTembly, or brought 
before it by other courles of ddaftion. They 
fit under a guard, to fave their own lives. They 
know not by what law they judge, nor under what 
authority they a&, nor by what tenure they hoM* 
It is thought that they are (bmetimes obliged to 
condemn at peril of their lives. This is not per- 
haps certain, nor can it be afcertained -y but when 
ihey acquit, we know, diey have feen die perlbn» 
whom they difcharge, with pcrfeft impunity to 
the a6tors, hanged at the door of their court. 

The affembly indeed promifes that they will form- 
a body of law^ which fliall Jbe ihort, fimple^ deais 
* • a anct 
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and ib forth. That is, by their fhort laws, they 

will leave much to the difcretion of the judge j 
whiUt they have exploded the authority of all the 
learning which could make judicial difcretion, (a 
thing perilous at beft) deferving the appellation of 
a Joiind difcrctioii. 

It is curious to obfenre, that the adminiftrative 
bodies arc carefully exempted from thejurifdiiStion 
of thcfe new tribunals. That is, thofe perfons arc 
exempted from the power of the laws, who ought 
to be the mod entirely fubmitted to them. Thole 
who execute public pecuniary trufts, ought of all 
men to be the moft ftridUy held to their duty. 
One would have thought^ that it muft have been 
among your earlieft cares, if you did not mean 
that thofe adminiftrative bodies fliould be real 
ibvereign independent ilates, to form an awful 
tribunal, like your late parliaments, or like 
our king's-bench, where all corporate officers 
might obtain prote(5tion in the legal exercife of 
their funftions, and would find coercion if they 
trefpafled againft their legal duty. But the 
caufe of the exemption is plain. Thele ad- 
miniftrative bodies are the great inftruments* of 
the pre fen t leaders in their progrefs through demo- 
cracy to oligarchy. They muft therefore be put 
above the law. It will be faid> that the legal tri- 
Imnals which you have made are unfit t6 coerce 
them. They are undoubtedly. They are unfit for 
any rational purpofe. It will be iaid too, that the 
adminiftrative bodies will be accountable to die ge- 
neral aflfembly. Tliis I fear is talking, without 
much coniidefation, of the nature of that aiTem^ 
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bly or of tbde corporations.^ However, to 6e 
fubjed to the pleafitre o( dut aOembly, is pat 

to be fubje<5b to law, either for protedion or for 
conftraiac 

- Has more wifiiom been difplayed in the con* 
ftitution of your army than what is difcovcrable in 

your plan of judicature ? The able arrangement of 
this part is the more difficult, and requires the 
greater ikili aod attention, not only as a great con- 
cern in itfelf, but as it is the third cementing prin- 
ciple in the new body of rcpublicks, which you call 
the French nation* Tru^ it is not eafy to divione 
wha^ that army may bec6me at laft. You have 
voted a very large one, and on good appointments, 
at lead fully equal to your apparent means of pay- 
ment. But what is the principle of its diiciplinei 
or whom is it ix> obey ? You have got the wolf by 
the ears> and I wifh you joy of the happy polition in 
which f ou hiive chofen to fifuct yourielveaj and in 
"which you ate well circumfianced for a free delibe* 
ration, relatively to that army, or to any thing elfe. 

The minifter and fecretary of ftate for the war 
department, is M. de k Tour du Pin* This gen« 
tleman, like his colleagues tn adminiftration, is a 
moft zealous affercor of the revolution, and a fan- 
gukie admirer of the new conftitution, which Oirti> 
ginated in that «vcAt« His ftacement of fads, re- 
lative to the military of France, is important, not 
only from his oiEcial and p?rfonal authority, bu^ 
becaufe ^t di^lays very clearly the aftual condi* 
tion 43f the army in France, and becauie it throws 
light on the principles upon which the affembly 
|>rocecds in the adauniftraaoA of ichis critical 
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obje&. It may enabk us to form fome judge- 
ment how far it may be expedient in this country 

to imitate the martial policy of France. 

de k Tour du Fin, on the 4th of laft June, 
oooics to give an account of the ftate of his d^art- 
Bienr, as it cxifts under the aufpices of the national 
ailcmbiy. No man knows it fo well ; no man 
can exprefs it better, Addrefling himfelf to 
die National Aflcmbly, he fays, ** His Majcfl:^ 
has this day lent me to apprize you of the niuU 
tiplied diiorders of which evejy day he receives 
the moft diftreiSng intelligence. The army 
(Ic corps militaire) threatens to faU into the moft 
turbulent anarchy. Entire regiments have dared 
to violate at once the refped due to the laws, 
^ to the King, to the order eftabiiflied by your 
** decrees, and to the oaths which they have taken 
with the moll ^ful fQlemnity. Compelled by 
my du^ to give you information of theie eit* 
^* ceSes, my heart bleeds when I confider who they 
are that have committed thein. Thofe, againll: 
whom it is not in my power to widihold the 
^moft grievous complaints, are a part of that- 
very Ibldicry which to this day have bien fo 
full of honour and loyalty, and with whom, for 
*^ fifty years, I have lived the comrade and the 
« friend, 

" What incomprehenfible fpirit of delirium and 
dciufion has all at once led them aftray ? Wiulft 
^ you are indefatigable in eftabli(hing uniformity in 
the emph^, and moulding the whole into one co- 

hcrenc and cunfiilenc bodv ; whilft the French are 
taught by you^ at ojice ili^ rcipcd which the 
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liws owe to the rights of man, and that which 

" the citizens owe to the laws, the adminiftration 
of the army prefencs nothing but disturbance and 
confufion. I fee in more than one corps die 

" bonds of difcipline relaxed or broken ; the moflr 

" unheard-of pretenfions avowed diredlly and widi- 
out any difguifc ; the ordinances without force ; 

'^thrxhiefs without authority; the mtlitar^^heft 
and the colours carried off the authority of 

" the King himfelf [ri/um teneatis'] proudly dc- 
fied ; the officers defpifed^ d^raded> threatened^ 
driven away, and ibme of them prifoners in the 
midft of their corps, dragging on a precarious life 

^ in the bofom of difgufl and humiliation. To fill 

^< up the meafure of all thefe horrors, the com-* 

" mandants of places have had their throats cut, 
under the eyes, and almoft in the arais of their 

" own foldiers. 

I'hefe evils are great $ but they are not die 
word confcquences which may be produced by 
fuch military infurrcdions. Sooner or later they 
may menace the nation itfelf. ^be nature if 
things requires, that the army fhould never adb 

** but as injlrui,jcnt, . Ti;c moment that, eredl:- 
ing itfcif into a deUberative body, ic ihall adb 
according to its own refolutionSj the gavem^ 
menty be it what it may, will immediately degene^ 
rate into a military democracy ; a fpecies of poli- 
deal monder, which has always ended by de« 

^ vouring thofe who have produced it. ' 
After all this, who muft not be alarmed 
at the irregular confultations, and turbulent 
otmmittees^ formed in /om^ regiments by the 

a commoa 
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^iCdmnAbA foMiers and non-conrtiniflidneil d^-* 

ficers, without the knowledge, or even ia 
contempt of the authority of their fuperi- 
ors ; although the prefcncc and cdnctirrence of • 
thofe fuperiors could give no authority to fuch 
" monftrous democratic affeoiblies [cornices.]'* 

It is not neceflary to add liiudi to thisjBnifhed 
pifture^ fini(hed as faf as its canvas admits ; but, 
as I apprehend, not taking in the wi>ole of the na- 
ture and Complexity of the diforders of this mili- 
tary democfacy^ which, the minifter at war trulir 
and wifely obferves, wherever it exifts, muft 
be the true conftitution of the ftate^ by whatever 
formal appellation it may pais;- For, though he 
informs the affembly, that the more confiderable 
part of the army have not caft off their obedience, 
but are ftiU4ittaGhcd to their duty^ yet thofe tra- 
vellers who have fet^n the corps whofe conduA is 
the beft, rather obferve in them the abfencc of 
mutiny than the exiftence of difcipline. 

I cannot help paufing here for a mon)entj to 
refleft upon the exprefTions of furprife which this 
-Minifter has let fall» relative to the excefles he rc^ 
lates. To him the departure of the troops from 
their antient principles of loyalty and honour feems 
quite inconceivable. Surely thofe to whom he 
addrefles himfelf know the caufcs of it but too 
well. They know die doftrines which diey have 
preached, the decrees which they have paffed, the 
|»ra£tices which they have countenanced. The 
foldiers remember the 6th of Oaober. Thejr 
recoiled the French guards. They have not for- 
got the taking of the King's cafties in f aris« and 
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at Mtffeilks. That tkey murdered, with impuaitf^ 
die goTernors in both pJtces, has not psflfed out of 

their minds. They do not abandon the principles 
laid down iQ oftentatiouily and laboriouHy of the 
equality of men. They cannot fliut their eye) to 
the degmdadoo of the whole noblefie of France; 
and the fupprcfnon of the very idea of a gentle- 
man* The total abolition of tides and didindions 
is not loft upon them. But Mr, du Pin it afto- 
nifhed at their difloyalty, when the doftors of the 
aflambly have taught them at tlie fame time the 
reipeft due to laws. It is eafy to judge which of 
the two forts of leflbnt men with arms in their 
hands are likely to learn. As to the authority of 
the King, we may colled: from the mioiiter him- 
fdf (if any aigument on that head were not quite 
fupei^uous) that it is not of more confideration 
with thefe troops, than it is with every body clfc. 
*f The King/' fays he, has over and over again 
repeated his orders to pitt a flop to^thefe excefles: 
but, in fo terrible a crifis year [the affcmbly's] 
concurrence is become indifpenfably ncceilafy to 
{Nicv^nt the evils which menace the fta^e* Xau 
unite to the force of the legidadve poweTy that 
cf opinion ftill more important." To be fure 
the arqay can have no opinion of the power or 
authority of the king. Perhaps th^ foldier has 
by this time learned, that the aflembly itfiblf does 
not enjoy a much greyer degree of liberty than 
that royal figure. 

It is now to be leei|> what has been propoled 
this exigency, one of the greateft: that can happen 
in a ftate. The Mioiftcr rcquefts ti^e a&fxihly 
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to iruy itfelf in all its terrors^ and to call forth 
idl its majeftjr. He defires that the grave and few 
vert principles announced by them may give vi- 
gour to the King's proclamation. After this we 
Ibould have looked for courts civil and martial; 
breaking of fonnc corps, decimating others, and all 
the terrible means which necefTiry has employed in 
fuch cafes to arreft the progrefs of thjs moft terrible 
of all evils ; panicularlyi one might ewpc&, that a 
ferious inquiry would be made into the murder of 
commandants in t;hc view of their foldiers. Not one 
wotd of all this^ or of any thing like it. After they 
had been told that the foldiery trampled upon the 
decrees of the aflfembly promulgated by the King, 
the affembly pais new decrees i and they authoriie 
riie King to make new proclamations. After the 
Secretary at War had flated that the regiments had 
paid no regard to oaths preles avec la plus impo-^ 
fimti J$kmniti~'ii!Mj propoie— what? More oaths. - 
They renew decrees and proclamations as they et- 
pcrience their infufiiciency, and they multiply oaths 
jft propordon as they weaken^ in the minds of men> 
the lanAfons of religion* I hopd that hatidy 
abridgments of the excellent fermoris of Voltaire, 
d'Aiembcrr, Diderot, and Hclvetius, on the Im- 
mortality of the Soul, on a particular fupmotend- 
ing Providence, and on a Future State of Rewards 
and Puniihments, are fent down to the foldiers along, 
with theii: civic oaths. Of this I have no doubt.; 
as I underftand, that a certain defcriptton of read- 
ing makes no inconfiderable part of their mili- 
taiy exercifes, and that they are full as welliiip-. 
plied with the ammunltbn of pamphlets a§ of car-^ 
Ifidges. 
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To prorent the miichieft anfing from confpinU 
cies» irregular confiiltatbns, feditioos commicteesi 

and monftrous democratic affemblies [ * comitia^ 
cornices'] of the foldiers^ and all the dilbrders 
arifing from idlenefs, luxury, difUpation, and in* 
iubordinadon, 1 believe the moft aftoniffiing meant 
have been ufcd, that ever occurred to men, even in 
all the inventions of this proiitic age. It is no lel^ 
than diis t*-The King has promulgaced in circular 
letters to all the regiments his direft authority 
and encouragement, that the feveral corps (hould 
join themfclves with (he clubs and coniedera* 
cions in the feveral municipalities, and mix widi ' 
them in their feafts and civic entertaiAments 1 This 
jolly difcipline, it feems, is to foften the ferocity of 
their minds ; to reconcile them to their bottle com- 
panions of other defcriptiona i and to merge par-* 
ticular confpiracies in more general aflbciations^. 
That this remedy would be pleafing to the Ibldiers, 
as they are dcfcribed by Mr* de la Tour du Pin, 1 
can readily believe ; and that, however mutinous 
otherwife, they will dutifully fubmit rhemfelves 
to tbefe royal proclamations. But I fhould quef- 
don whether all this civic fwearing, dubbing, and 
feafting, would difpoie them more than at prefent 
they are diipofed, to an obedience to their offi* 

• Corame fa Majcftc y a rcconnu, non unc fyftemc d*aflb- 
ciations particiilicrcs, mais une reunion de volontes dc tous les 
Fran9ois pour la libcrte ct la prolperite communes, ainfi poor 
Ic maitulen dc I'ordrc publiquc ; il a penfe c^u'il convenoiL que 
chaque regiment prit part a ces fetes civiques pour multiplier Ics 
rapports, ct rcfcrrer Ics liens d*union entre les citoyens et les 
troupes.— Left I Ihould not be credited, I infert the words, 
liy()iQrirui^ the troops to fcaft mth the popular confederacies. 
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cers i or teach them better to fubmit to the auftcrc 
rules of military difcipline* It will maikf them 
admirable citizens after the French mode, but 
not quite fo good foldiers after any mode. A 
doubt might well arife^ whether the converlations 
at tbele good tablesj would fit them a great deal 
the better for the charafter ot mere inftrmnents^ 
which this veteran officer and rtatefman jultly ob- 
ferves, the nature of things always reqxiires an 
army to be« 

Concerning the likelihood of this improvement 
in difcipline, by the free converfation of the fol- 
diers with the municipal feftive focieties, which 
18 thus officially encouraged by royal authority and 
fandlioa, we may judge by the ftate of the mu- 
nicipalities themfelves, furnifiied to us by the war 
minifter in this very (peecb. He conceives good 
hopes of the liiccefs of his endeavours towards re- 
■ftoring order for the prcfent from the good difpofi- 
tion of certain regiments ; but he finds iomething 
cloudy with regard to the future. As to preventing 
the return of confufion for this, the aidminiftra* 
" tion (fays he) cannot be anfwerable to you, as 
^ long as they fee the municipalities arrogate to 

themfelves an auchoriqr over the troops, which 
" your inftltutions have rcfcrved wholly to the mo- 
" narch. You have fixed the limits of the military 

authority and the municipal authority. You 
^ have bounded the aftion^ which you have per* 
*^ mitted to the latter over the former, to the right 
^ of requifuion i but never did the letter or the 
<^ fpirit of your decrees authorife the commons in 
^ thefc mvioicipalities to break the officers, to try 
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them, CO give orders to the foldiers, to drive 
« them from the pofts oommiixed to their gtnrdyto 

ftop them in their marches ordered by the King, 
or, in a word, to enflavc the troops to the caprice 
^ of each of the cities or even market towns 
^ thfougfa which they are to pafs.** 

Such is the charader and dirpofition of the mu- 
nicipal fociery which is to reclaim the foldiery, to 
bring thenn back to the true principles of nulinoy 
ibbordinatkMiy and to render them machines in the 
hands of the fupreme power of the country ! Such 
are the diftempers of the French troops 1 Such is 
their cure ! As the army is> fo is the navy. The 
municipalities fuperrc;de the orders of the aflcm- 
bly, and the fcamcn in their turn fuperfede the or- 
ders of the numicipalities. From my heart I pity 
tbe coodidon of a refpedabie ienrant of the public, 
like this war miniftcr, obliged in his old age to 
pkdge the aficmbly in their civic cups, and to 
enter with an hoary head into ail the fimtaftick 
vagaries of diefe juvenile politicians. Such 
fchcmes arc not like propofitions coming from a 
man of fifty years wear and tear amoogfl man- 
kind. They fcem rather foeb as oi^^ to be 
cacpcAed from thofe grand componndm in pdi- 
tics, who fliorten the road to their degrees in the 
ftate and have a certain inward fanatical affiirance 
and illumination upon all fobjeAs ; upon die cre- 
dit of which one of their doftors has thought fir, 
with great applaufe, and greater fuccefs^ to caution 
die a^lembly not to attend to old men, or to any^ 
perlbns who valued themfelves upon their experi- 
ence. 1 i'uppofe all tlic miniftersof llatc nuiil qua- 
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lify, and take this teft ; wholly abjuring the errors 
9nd herefics of experience and obfervation. Every 
man has his own reliih. But I think> if I could 
not attain to the wildom, I would at leaft preferve 
£>mething of the ftiff and peremptory digpity ol 
dge. Thefe gjentlemcn deal in regeneration^; but 
at any prfce I Ihould hardly yield my rigid fibres 
to be regenerated by themj nor begin, in my 
grand climaderic^ to iquall in their new accents^ 
or to ftammeT) in niy iecond cradle> the elennental 
founds of their barbarous metaphyfics. Si ijli mhi 
largianiur ut refucrifcam, et in eorum mnis vagiam, 
valde rectum I 

The imbecility of any part of the puerile and 
pedantic fyftem, which they call a conftitution, can- 
not be laid oftn without difcovering the utter in« 
iiifficiency and mifchief of every other part' with 
which it coiiK's in contad, or that bears any the 
i;eniote{l relation to it. You cannot propofe a re- 
medy for the incompetence of the crown, without 
difplaying the debility of the affembly. You cannot 
deliberate on the confufion of the army of the ftate, 
without difdofing the worfe diforders of the aroied 
municipalities. The military lays open the civil, 
and the civil betrays the miiitary anarchy. I wiQi 
every body carefully to perufe the eloquent fpeech 
(fuch it is) of* Monf. de la Tour du Pin. He attri- 
butes the falvation of the municipalities to the f>ood 
behaviour of fome of the troops. Thefe troops arc to 
prelerve the wcll-difpofed part of thofe municipali- 
ties, which is confefled to be the weakeft, from the 
pillage of the worft difpofed, which is the ftroogeft. 

But the nmAicipalijdcs afied .a fovereignty and 
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imO command thofe troops which are ixceffiuy far 
fbdrproctdiaiL Indeed xhcf muft nrwmnid cbem> 
er court dicm. The mantcipalitics, by the need^ 

fity of their finiation, and by the republican powers 
diey have obuined, muft, with rciadon to the mili- 
tmef, be the maflers, or the fervam^ or die ooafe* 
deratc3, or each IbccefEvelf ; or chey muft fnatte a 
jumble of all together, according to circumftances. 
What government is there to coerce the army but 
municipality, or the mnnicipalky but the ar- 
my ? To prefcrvc concord where authority is ex- 
tinguiihcd, ac the hazard of ail coniequencesy the 
aflembiy aaempcs to cure die d iflem p eis fay the 
^RAervipen thenifelves ; and they hope to prcferre 
themfclves from a purely military democracy, by 
giving it a debauched imereit in the munidpaL 

If the fi>kliers once come to mix (at any tiaie is 
fhe monicfpal ciobs, cabris, and confederacies, an 
cle6tive attraction will draw them to the loweft and 
mod defperate part. With them will be their ha- 
bits, affi»ftions, and fympathies. The nttlitary con«> 
piracies, which are to be remedied by civic conic- 
dcraciesi the rebellious m.unicipalitics, which are to 
be rendered obedient by furnilbing them with the 
means of fedtKing the very armies of the ftate that 
arc to keep them in order ; all thefe chimeras of 
a monilrous and portentous policy, muQ; aggravate 
the confufions from which they have arifen. Tbere- 
muft be blood. The want of common judgment 
maiiiu fled in the conftru(5lion of all their defcrip- 
tiuns of forces, and in all their kinds of civil and 
judicial authorities, will make it flow* Difofdcn 
may bp quieted in one time and in one parr. 

They 
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They will break out iu others ; becaufc the evil 
is radical and intrinfic. All chefe fchemes of 

I 

mixing tnutinons (bldiers with feditious citizens, 
muft weaken ftill more and more the military con- 
nedtion of foldiers with their officers^ as well as add 
military and mutinous audacity to turbulent arci- 
ficers and peafants. To fecure a real army, the 
officer fhould be firlt and laft in the eye of the 
foldieri iirft and laft in his attention, obfervance,* 
and efteem. Officers it feems there are to be, 
whofe chief qualification muft be temper and 
patience. They are to manage, their troops by 
cfeAioneering arts. . They muft bear themfelves 
as candidates not as commanders. But as by 
luch means power may be occaftonally in their 
bands, the authority by which they are to be nomi- 
nated becomes of high importance. 

What you may do finally, does not appear^ 
nor is.it of much moment, whilft the ftrange and 
contradidory relation between your army and all 
the parts of your republic, as well as the puzzled 
relation of thofe parts to each other and to the 
whole, remain as they are. You feem to have 
given the provifional nomination of the officers, 
in the firft inftance, to the king, with a refcrve of 
app]:obation by the National Aflembly. Men who 
have an intereft to purfue are extremely fagacious 
in dlfcovering the true feat of power. . They muft 
fooa perceive that thofe who can negative indefi* 
nitely, in reality appoint. The officers mutt there- 
fore look to their intrigues in that afTembly, as the 
faic certain road to promotion. Sdlli however, by 
jtm new conftitution diey muft begin thdr foli- 
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vaft irilicary pKroiiage; and tftcn to poifbn the 
corps ot o&cers wick fiidioos of a asKurc ftiU 
mrc dMgeroas id tfae gpffmnat^ 
upon 9if buum €a irincb k as be pliced^ 
and deftr:ctive in the end to the efncicncy 
^ the axmj idiclf. Thole otncers, who lotie 
tlic procnoDOOi inif iwfcd §ot tfacn by tbe cjovb^ 
muft become of a fiftion oppc^cr to that of the 
afemblj whick has rejeded their chiais, and 
tfli difcpntcms is tbc bcvt of the 
may againft At ruling pomm^ Thofe oficcrs, 
on the other hand, who, carrying their point 
through an int^reit in the afieniblyyfeti them fe Ives 
to be at bcft aakf kcood in the good-will of the 
down, though firft in that of the aficndriy, vmA 
ffight an authority which would not adyance, and 
CDold not retard their fxomotioo. Ifto avoid tbefe 
evils you win hanre no odicr nde fiv ootnmand or 
promotion than feniority, you wiii have an army of 
formality ^ at the lame time it will become more 
iodcpeoden^ and more of a military republic. 
Not they but the king is the machine. A king is 
not to be dcpofed by halves. If he is not cveiy 
thing in the command of an army^ he is nodikig* 
What is the cSe£t of a power placed oomindly 
at the head of the army, who to that army is no 
object of gratitude^ or of fear I Such a cypher is 
not fit for the adminiftration of an olgeftj of all 
things the moft delicate^ die fiipr^me coonnand of 
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militaiy mca. They muft be eonftniined (and 
their kicUaatioiis kad them to what their neceffi* 
ties require) by a real, vigorous, eSedive, decided, 

perfonal authority. The authority of the af- 
(embly itfclf Aificrs by pading through fuch a de* 
bilitaiing chaiud as they have chofen. The army 
will not'long look to an aflembly afting through 
the organ of falfe (hew, and palpable impofition. 
They will not feriouQy yield obedience to a prt* 
ibner. They will either defpife a pageant, or they 
will pity a captive king. This relation of your 
jumy to the crown will« if I am not greatly mif- 
taken^ become a ferious dilemma in your poli** 
tics. 

It is befides to be confidered, whether an afTcm- 
bly like yours, even fuppofing that it was in poiTcf* 
fitin of another fiut of organ through which its or- 
ders were to pafs, is fit for promoting the obedience 
mid difcipiine of an army. It is known, that ar^ 
roies Have hitherto yielded a very precarious and 
unceruin obedience to any fenate, or popular autho- 
rity i and they will leaft of all yield it to an allcmbly 
which is to have only a continuance of two years. 
The officers muft totally lofe the chara&eriftic xlit 
pofition of military men, if they fee with perfefl: 
fubmiiiion and due admiration, tlie dominion of 
{deaders; efpccially when they find, that they have a 
new court to pay to an endlefi fucceffion of thoiti 
pleaders, whofe military policy, and the genius of 
whofe command (if they ihould have any) muft 
be as uncertain as their duration is tranfienr. In 
the weaknefs of one kind of authority, and ia 
ihe fluAu^tioo of all, the offig^rs of an army win 
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Mtain ftir feme dme mutinous and fall of fme^ 
iion, until fome popular general, who undefftandk 

the art of conciliating the foldicry, and who poflefle^ 
the true fpirit of comnmd^ (hall draw the eyes of 
all men upon himfelf. Armies will obey him oh 
his perfonal account. 1 here is no other way of 
fecuring military obedience in this fiate of things. 
But the nx>ment in which that event (hall bappeir^ 
the perfon who really commands the army is your 
mafter; the matter (that is little) of your king, 
the mafter of your aiTembly, the mafter of your 
whole republic. 

How came the affembly by their prefent power 
over the army? Chiefly, to be lure, by debauch- 
ing the foldiers from their officer s& ..They have 
begun by a moft terrible operation. They have 
touched the central point, about which the par- 
ticles that compofe armies are at repoie. They have 
deftroyed the principle of obeiUence in the great 
effential critical link between the officer and the 
foldier,juft where the chain of military fubordina- 
tion commences, and on which the whole of that 
lyftem depends, The foldier is told, he is a ci- 
tizen, and has the rights of man and citizen* 
^he right of a man, he is told, is to be his- own go- 
vernor, and to be ruled only by thofc to whoih 
he delegates that felf- government. It is very na- 
ftural he Ihoukl think, -that he ought moft of all C6 
have his choice where he is to yield the greateft 
degree of obedience. He will therefore, in all pro- 
bability, fyftematically do, what he does at prefent 
occafionally ; that is, he will exercife at leaft a nega- 
tive in the choice of his officers. At prefent the 
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ofEcers are known at beft to be only pernniflive, and 
on their good behaviour. In fad, there have been 
many inftances in which they have been cafhiered 
by their corps. Here is a fccond negative on the 
choice of the king ; a negative as efFedual at leaft as 
the other of the aifembly. The foldiers know al- 
ready that it has been a queftion, not ill received 
in the national afTembly, whether they ought not 
CO have the direA choice of their officers, or fonne 
proportion of them ? When fuch matters Arc in 
deliberation, it is no extravagant fuppofition that 
they wUl incline to the opinion mod favourable to 
their pretenfions. They will not bear to be 
deemed the army of an imprifoned king, whilft 
another. army in the fame country, with whom 
too they are to feaft and confederate, is to be con- 
fidered as the free army of a free conftitution. 
They will call their eyes on the other and more 
permanent army; I mean the municipal. That 
corps, *they well know, does adually deft its 
own officers. They may not be able to difcern 
the grounds of diftindlion on which they are not to 
cleft a Marquis de la Fayette (or what is his new 
namie) of their own I If this eleftion of a commander 
in chief be a part of the rights of men, why not of 
theirs ? They fee eleftivc juftices of peace, elcdlive 
judges, eleftive curates, eleftive biffliops, eleftive 
municipalities, and eledbive commanders of the Pa-, 
rifian army.— Why ihould they alone be excluded i 
Are the brave troops of France the only men in that 
nation who are not the fit judges of military 
merit, and of the qualifications neceflary for a 
commander in chief ? Are they paid by the ftate. 
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and do they therefore lofe tlie rights of men? 
They areapart of ihacnadoochemielves, aixlcoi»« 
tribute to that pay. And is not the king> is not 

the national alTembly, and are not all who elect the 
national aifembly, Ukewife paid ? Inftead of teeing 
ait thefe forfeit their rights by their receiving a 
falary, they perceive that in all thefe cafes a (alarf 
is given for the exercife of thofe rights. All your 
refolutionsj all your proceedings^ all your debatest 
all th^ works of your do6bors in religion and po- 
litics, have induftrioufly been put into their hands ; 
and you exped that they will apply to their own 
cafe juft as much of your do&rines and examples 
as fuits your pleafure* 

Every thing depends upon the army in fuch a 
govcmmtnt as yours tor you have ioduftriouHy 
deftroyed all the opinions, and prgudices, and, as 
&r asm you lay, all theinftinfb which fupport go- 
vernment. Therefore the moment any difference 
arifes between your national ailembly aSd any 
part of the nation, you muft have recourfe to force. 
Nothing elfe is left to you ; or rather you have 
left nothing clfc to yourfelves. You fee by the 
report of your war minifter, that the dtftribudoa 
of the army is in a great meafure made with a 
view of internal coercion *. You muft rule by 
an army; and you have infufed into ihac army 
by which you rule, as well as into the whole body 
of the nation, principles which after a time mult 
difabie you in die uk you leiolve to make of it* 

Courier F/angns, jojiily, 1790. Aflemblle NstioBale* 
Numtro 210, 
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The king is to call out troops to aA againft his 
people, when the world has been told, and the 

aflenion is ftill ringing in our cars, that troops 
ought not to fire on citizens. The colonies aiibrc 
to tbemfelves to an independent confUtution and a 
free trade. They iruft be conftrained by troops^ 
In what chapter of your code of the rights of men 
are they able to read, that it is a part of the rights 
of men to hare their commerce monopolized and 
reft rained for the benefit of others. As the co- 
lonifts rife on you, the negroes rife on them. 
Troops again — Malfacre, torture, hanging i Thefe 
are your rights of 'men ! Theie are the fhitca 
of mctaphyfic declarations wantonly made, and 
fhamefully retra&ed 1 It was but the other 
day that the farmers of land in one of yotir 
provinces refufcd to pay fomc forts of rents 
to the lord of the foil. In confequence of this 
you decree, that the country people (hall pay all 
rents tnd dues, except thofe ^ich as grievances 
you have abolifhcd; and if they rcfufc, then you 
order the king co march troops againlt them. 
You lay down metaphyfic propofitions which 
infer univerfal confequences, and then you attempt 
to limit logic by defporifm. The leaders of the 
prefent fyftem tell them of their righu, as men, to 
take fortrefTes, to murder guards, to leize on kings 
without the leaft appearance of autlioriiy even 
from the afiembly, whilft, as the fuvertign legifla- 
tive body, that aflembly was fitting in the name.of 
the nation — and yet thcfe leaders prefume to order 
out the troops, which have adtd in dicfc very 
jiiforders, to coerce thofe who fliall judge on the 
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principles, and follow ihc examples, which have 
been guarantied by their own approbation. 

The leaders teach the people to abhor and reje^tt 
all feodality as the barbarifm of tyranny, and they 
tell thenn afterwards how much of that barbarouf 
tyranny they are to bear with patience. As they 
arc prodigal of light with regard to grievances, fo 
the people find them fparing in the extreme with . 
regard to redrefs. They know that not only cer- 
tain quit-rents and pcrlbnal duties, which you have 
permitted them to redeem (but have fumilhed no 
money for the redemption) are as nothing to thofe 
burthens for which you have made no provifion 
at all. They know, that almoft the whole fyftem 
of landed property in its origin is feudal; that it 
is the diftribution of the polTcllions of the original 
proprietors, made by a barbarous conqueror to his 
barbarous inftntments; and that the moft grievous 
efFedls of the conqucft are the land rents of every 
kind, as widiout queftion they are. 

The peafants, in all probability, are the de« 
fcendants of thefe ancient proprietors, Ronnans or 
Gauls. But if they fail, in any degree, in the tiiles 
which they make on the principles of antiquaries and 
lawyers, they retreat into the citadel of the rights 
of mtn. There they find that men arc equal ; 
and the earth, the kind and equal mother of all, 
ought not to be monopolized to fofter the pride 
:lnd luxury of any men, who by nature are no 
better than thcmfelvea, and who, if they do not 
labour for their bread, are worfc. They find^ 
that by the laws of nature the occupant aiid fub- 
duer the foil is the trqe proprietori that them 
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is no prefcripdon ^aunft nature; and that the 
agreements (where any there are) which have 

been made with their landlords, during the time 
of flavery, are only the tSc& of durelTe and force; 
and that when the people re-entcfred into the rights 
of men, thofe agreements were made as void as 
every thing clfc which had been fettled under the 
prevalence of the old feudal and ariftocratic tyran- 
ny. They will tell you that they fee no diflferericc^ 
between an idler with a hat and a national cockade^ 
and an idler in a cowl or in a rochec. If you ground 
the title to rents on fucceflion and prefcriptionj 
'they tell you, from the fpcech of Mr. Camus^ 
publiihed by the national aflcmbly for their infor- 
mation, that things ill begun cannot avail diem- 
fdves of prefcription ; that the title of thefe 
lords was vicious in its origin and that force 
is at lead as bad as fraud. As to the tide 
by fucceiIion» they will tell you, that the fuc* 
ceflion of thoie who have cultivated the foil is 
die true pedigree of property, and not rotten 
parchments and filly fubditutions ; that the lords 
have Enjoyed their ufurpadon too long; and tha^ 
if they allow to thefe lay monks any charitable 
penfion, chcy ought to be thankful to the bounty 
of the true proprietor, who is fb generous towards 
a falfe claimant to his goods. 

When the peaiknts give you back chat coin of 
ibphiftic reafiHi, on which you have fet your image 
and fuperfcription, you cry it down as Ixiie money, 
and tell them you will pay fcr the future with French 
guards, and dragoons, and huflars. You hold up, to 
cbaftiie them, the fecond4uMul authority of akifig» 
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who is only the inftrumcnt of dcftroying, without any 
power of proteding cither the people or his own per- 
ibo* Through him it iceim you wiU mike yourfdm 
obeyed. They anfwcr. Too have uught us chtt diere 
are no gentlemen ; and which of your principles 
teach us to bow to kings whom we have not eleded? 
We know, without your teachii^ that lauds were 
given for the fupport of feudal dignities, feudal 
titles, and feudal offices. When you took down 
the caufe as a grievance, why (houkl the more 
grievous effeft remain i As there are now no here- 
ditary honours, and no diftinguifhed families, why 
arc we taxed to maintain what you tell us ought not 
to exift i You have ient down our oU ariftocratic 
landlords in no other charaftcr, anci with no other 
title, but that of exadors under your authority. 
Have you endeavoured to make theic your rcm- 
gatherers refpe&aUe to us i No. You have fent diem 
to us with their arms reverfed, their fhields broken, 
their impreffes defaced ; and fo difplumed, de- 
graded, and metamorphofed, fuchunfeathered two-, 
iegged things, dtat we no longer know diem* 
I'hcy are ftrangcrs to us. They do not even go 
by tha names of our ancient lords* Phyfically 
they may be the. fame men $ though we are not 
quite furc of that, on your new philofjphic doc- 
trines of perfonal identity. In all other refpt:ds 
dicy are totally changed. We do not fee why we 
Iiafve not as good a right to refuft them their rents, 
as you have to abrogate all their honours, titles, 
iftnd dtftiaftions,^ This we have never conuniffioned 
you to do$ and it is one inftance, among many 
.iindaed, of your aiTumption of undelegated power, 
t.. Wc 
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We lee the burghers of Paris, through their clubs, 
their ihobs, and their Jiational guards, dircAIng 
. .you ac their pleafure, a;id giving that as law 
to you, which, under your authority, is tranf* 
xmtied as law to us. Through you, thdfe burghers 
difpofe of the lives and fortunes of us all. Why 
Ibould not you attend as much to the delires of 
the laborious hufbandman with regard to our rent, 
by which we are affeded in the moft ferious man- 
ner, as you do to the deniands ©f thefe infolent 
burghers, relative to diftindions and titles of ho- 
nour, by which neither they nor we arc affedcd 
at ail ? But we find you pay more regard to their 
SmcieS 'tban to our neceflities. Is it among the 
rights of man to pay tribute to his equals ? 
Before this meafure of yours, we might have 
thought we werd not perfcdiy equal. We mi^ 
have entertained Ibme old, habitual, unmeaning 
prepoffeflion in favour of thofe landlords i but 
we cannot concetye widi what other view than 
that of deftrojMng all relpeft to them, you could 
have nude the law that degrades them. You 
have forbidden us to treat them with any of the 
4M, formalities of refped, and now you fend troops 
to fabre and to bayonet us into a fubmiflion to fear 
and force, which you did not fuffer us to yield to 
the mild authority of opinion. 

The ground of fomc of thefe arguments is 
horrid and ridiculous to all rationil ears 5 but 
to the politicians of mctaphyfics who iiave operj- 
Ichools for fophiftry, and made eftabiiih- 
ments for anarchy, it is folid and cuiiclufivcf. 
ll is obviotis, that on a mci^ conGd<:r.itioa of 
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the right, the leaders in the a0cmbly would not 
in the Icaft have fcrupled to abrogate the rents 
along with the titles and family enfigns. It would. 

be only to follow up the principle of their reafon- 
ings, and to complete tlie analogy of their conduct. 
But they had newly pofiefied (hemfelves of a great 
body of landed property by cpnfifcation. They 
|iad this commpdicy at market ; and the market 
would have been wholly deftroyed, if they were 
€0 permit the hufbandmen to ripe in the fpeculsu 
tions with which they fo freely intoxicated them- 
felves. I'he only fecurity which property enjoys 
in any one of its defcriptions, is from the interefts 
of their rapacity with regard to feme other. They 
have left nothing but their own arbitrary pleafure 
to determine what property is to be protedied and 
what (ubverted. Neither have they left any principle 
by which any of their municipalities can be bound 
to obedience i or even confcientioufly obliged not 
to feparate from the whole, to become independent, 
or to conneft itfelf with fome other ftate. The peo- 
ple of Lyons, it feems, have refufed lately to pay 
taxes. Why fliould^they nqt? What lawful au- . 
fhority is there left to exaft them i The king 
impofcd Ibme of them. The old ftates, metho* 
difed by orders, fettled the more ancieqt. They 
may iay to die aiTembly, Who are you, that ar^ 
not bur kings, nor the ftates we have ele£bed, nor 
fit on the principles on which we have elected you? 
And who are wc, that when we fee the gabellcs 
which you have ordered to be paid, wholly ihaken ' 
pff, when we fee the aft of diibbedience afterwards 
f Vy yourfelves^ who are *we, that we aif 

t 
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Dot to judge what taxes we ought or ought not 
to pay, and who are not to avail ourfelves of the 
lame powers, the validity of which you have ap- 
proved in others? To this the anfwer is, \Vc will 
fend troops. The lad reafon of kings, is always 
the firft with your aflembly. This military aid may 
fcrve for a time, whilft the impreflion of the in-, 
creafe of pay remains, and tiic vanity of being 
umpires in all difputcs is flattered. Bur thia 
weapon will fnap (hort, unfaithful to the hand that 
employs it.' The aflembly keep a fchool where, fyf. 
tematically, and with unremitting perft^verance, they 
teach principles, and form regulations dcftrudtive 
to all fpirit of fubordination, civil and military— 
and then they expeft that they fhall hold in obedi- 
ence an anarchic people by an anarchic army. 

The municipal army, which, according to their 
»cw policy, is to balance this national army, if con- 
fidered in itfelf only, is of a conftitution much more 
fimple, and in every refped lefs exceptipnable* It 
is a mere democratic body, unconnedbed with the 
crown or the kingdom ; armed, and trained, and 
officered at the pkalure of the diftrifts to which . 
the corps feverally belong ; and the 'perfonal fer* 
vice of the individuals, who compofe, or the fine in 
lieu of perfonal fervice, are dire(5led by die fame 
authority *. Nothing is more uniform. If, how- 
ler, copfidered in an^ relation to the crown, to 

* I iee Mr. Necker't account^ (hat the nadooal ^aardi 

of Paris have received, over and above the liioney levied 
within their own city, about 145,000 /. fterling out of the 
|»ublic trearure. Whether this be an a^ual paymeac for tlie 
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the national airembiy» to the pubUc tribunals^ or 
to the other army, or confidertd in a view to anf 
coherence or conncftkm between its parts, it fccms 
a monftcr, and can hardly fail to terminate its per- 
piezed movements in fome great national calamity. 
It is a worfe prefenrative of a general conftinition^ 
than the fyftafis of Crete, or the confederation of 
Poland, or any other ill-devifcd corre<5Uvc which 
has yet been imagined, in the ncceffities prodiiced 
by an ill-conftru6ted iyftem of government. 

Having concluded my few remarks on the con- 
ftitiition of the fupremc ppwer, the executive, the 
judicature, the military, and on the reciprocal re-« 
lation of all thefe eftablifhments, I fliall fay fbme^ 
thing of the ability ihewcd by your legtllators with 
regard to rfre revenue. 

In their proceedings relative to this objeft, if poC- 
• fible, flill fcwur traces appear of political judgment 
Or financial reiburce. When the liatcs mc-t, it feem- 
cd to be the great objeft to improve the fyftem of 
revenue, to enlarge its colledion, to cleanfe it of 
oppreflion and vexation, and to cftablilh it on the 
tno& Iblid footing. Great were die expedations 
cntert»ned on Aat bead throo^iOQt Europe. It 
was by this grand arrangement that France was to 
ftand or fail , and this became, in my opinion, 
very property, the teft by which the (kill and 
triorifin of dbofe who ruled in that aflcmbly would 
be tried. The revenue of die ftate is the ftate, 

nine aoaths of their exiifeice, or an eftunate of tbdr yenr^ 
^aV* ^ do not dearl/ perceive. It is of ao freet impoct^ 
«Me» M omaiii^ diqjr flH^ tiJ» wl^^ 
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in efFcft all depends upon ir, wiiether for fupport 
or for reformation. The dignity of every occu- 
pation wholly depends upon the quantity and the 
kind of virtue that maybe exerted in ir. As all great 
qualities of t!te mind which operate in public, and 
are not merely fuficring and paifive, require force 
for their difplay, I had almoftfaid for their unequi- 
vocal exiftencc, ilic revenue, which is the fpring of all 
power> becomes in its adminitlration the fpherc of 
every a&ive virtue. Public virtue, being of a nature 
magnificent and fplcndid, inftituted for great things, 
and convcrfanc about great concerns, requires abun- 
dant fcope and room, and cannot (pread and grow 
tinder confinement, and in circumftances ftraitened, 
narrow, and lord id. I'hrough the revenue alone the 
body politic can a6l in its true genius and character, 
and therefore it will difplay juft as much of its coU 
leAive virtue, and as much of that virtue which may 
chara6lerife thofe wlio move it, and are, as it were, 
its life and guiding principle, as it is poii'ciicd of a 
juft revenue. For from hence, not only magnani- 
mity, and liberality, and beneficence, and fortitude, 
and providence, and the tutelary protedlion of all 
good arts, derive their food, and the growth of their 
organs, but continence, and felf -denial, and labour, 
and vigihince, and frugality, and whatever elfe there 
is in which the mind (hews itfelf above the appetite, 
are no where more in their proper clement than in 
the provifion and difbibudon of the public wealth* 
It is therefore not without rcafon that the fcicnce of 
Ipeculative and practical finance, which muft uke 
to its aid fo many auxiliary branches of know- 
ledge, ftands ^igh in the efttmatioa not only of 

the 
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die ordinary (brt, but of the wifeft and beft men 9 

and as this fcicncc has grown with the progrefs of 
its obje&9 the profpericy and impravement of na« 
dons has gtoerally cncrca(cd with the encreafe of 
their revenues ; and they will both continue to grow 
and flourifh, as long as the balance between what 
is left (o ilrengthen the ciTorts of individuals, and 
what b coUcded for the common eflForts of the 
ftate, bear to each other a due reciprocal propor- 
tioQ^ and are kept in a clofe correfponJence and 
communication. And perhaps it may be owing 
to the greatnefs of revenues, and to the urgency of 
Hate neceffities, that old abufcs in the cohftitution 
of finances are diicovered^ and their true nature 
^nA rational theory comes to be mbre perfectly 
underftood} tnlbmuch, that a fmaller revenue 
might have been more diftrefling in one period 
than a far greater is found to be in another; 
the proportionate wealth even remaining the 
lame* In thb ftate of things, the French aC- 
iembly found foincthlng in their revenues to 
pieferve^ to fecurcj and wifdy to adminider, as 
well as to abrogate and alter. Though their 
proud ailuiuption might juftify the fevered tefts, 
yet in trying their abilities on their financial pro- 
ceedii^ 1 would only coniider what is die plain 
obvious duty of a common finance minifter, and 
u y I hem upon that, and not upon modcL of ide4 
perfedion. 

The objcfis of a financier are^ then, to lecure an 
ample revenue; to innpofe it with judgment and 

equality , to eirploy it a^concmicaliy ; and when 
ncceHity qbliges him to make ule of credit, to fe* 
^ure its foundations in di^t inftance, and for ever. 
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by the clearnefs and candour of his proceedings, the 
exa^lnefs of his calculations, and the folidity of his 
funds. On thefe heads we may take a Ihort and 
diflind view of the nierits and abilities of thofe in 
the national aOTembly, who have taken to thcai-^ 
ielves the managtnKnt of this arduous concern. 
Far from any encreafe of revenue in their hands, 
I find, by a report of M. Vernier, from the coni- 
miuee of finances, of the lecond of Auguit iaft, 
that the amount of the national revenue, as com- 
pared with its produce before the revolution, was 
diminifhed by the fum of two hundred millions, or 
eight millioKJf fterling of the annual income, con- 
liderably more than onCfthird of the whole ! 

If this be the refult of great ability, never f«rcly 
was ability difplaycd in a more diftinguiflied man- 
ner, or with fo powerful ^ effect. No common 
folly, no vulgar incapacity, no ordinary official 
negligence, even no official crime, no corruption, 
no peculation, hardly any direfl iioll:licy whicU we 
have feen in the modern world, could in fo (hurt a 
time have made fo complete an overthrow of the 
finances, and witli them, of the ftrength of a great 
kingdoRif— CWA qm veftram rmputlicam tantam 
amififtis tarn ciio t 

The fophifters and declalmers, as foon as the 
alTembly met, began with decrying the ancient 
conftitutiop of the revenue in many of its moft 
eflential branches, fuch as the public monopoly 
of fait. They charged it, as truly as unwiiely, 
with being ill-contrived, oppreOive, and partiaU 
This reprefentation they were not fatisfied to 
make ufc of in . Ipeechcs preliminary to fomc 

plan 
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plan of reform ; they declared ic in ,a foleom 
fcfoludon or public fentence, as it were judicialif, 
paflbd upm it; and tfaif they diiperfed throu^i* 
out the nation. At the time they paiTed the 
decree^ wkh the iame gravity they ordered this 
fame abfurd, oppreifive, and partial tax to be paid, 
xintil they could find a revenue to replace it. 
The confequence was inevitable. The provinces 
which had been always exempted from this iak 
monopoly, fome of whom were charged with other 
contributions, perhaps equivalent, were totally di& 
inclined to bear any part of the burthen^ which by 
an equal diftribution was to redeem the others. 
As to the aflembly^ occupied as it was with the de« 
xlaration and vidation of the rights of men^ and 
with dieir arrangements for general conftifion, it 
had neither Icifure nor capacity to contrive, nor 
authority to enforce any plan of any kind relatim 
io the replacing the tax or equdicing it, or com* 
penfating the provinces, or for coadu<5bing their 
minds to any fcheme of acoonunodacion with the 
other diftffids which were to be relieved. 

The people of the fait provinces, impatient 
tinder taxes damned by the authority which 
had direAed dieir payment, very fbon found 
their patience exhaufted. They thought them- 
fclves as fkilful in demolifhing as the aflembly 
could be. They relieved them(Hves by throm^ 
off the whole burd\en. Animated fay this 
ample, each diftrid, or part of a diftridb, judging 
of its own grievance by its own feeling, and of its 
remedy by its own opinion^ did as ic pleafed witfi 
piher taxes. 

Wc 
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We arc next to &e how they have oondo&cd 

themfclvcs in contriving equal impofitions, pro- 
portioned to the means of the citizens, and the 
leaft likely to lean heavy on the aftive capital em* 
ployed in the generation of that private wealth, 
from whence the public fortune mud be derived. 
By fuffering the ieveral diftri&s, and feveral of the 
individuals in each dtftriA, to judge of what part 
of the old revenue they might withhold, inllead of 
better principles of equality, a new inequality was 
introduced of the moft oppctBivc kind. Payments 
were regulated by difpofitions. The parts of the 
kingdom which were the moft fubmiffive, the moil 
orderly, or the moft afie&ionate to the common- 
wealth, bore die whole burthen of the ftate. No- 
thing turns out to be fo oppreflivc and unjuft as a 
feeble government. To fill up all the deficicn* 
cies in the old impofitions, and the new deficient 
cies of every kind which were to be expelled, what 
remained to a ftate without authority? The na- 
tional afiemUy called for avohintary bcnevolence{ 
for a fourth part of the income of all the citizens, 
to be eftimated on the honour of thofc who were 
to pay. They obtained fomething more than 
could be rationally calculated, but what was, far 
indeed, from anfwerablc to their real nccefTi* 
ties, and much Icfs to their fond exj)ddations. Ra- 
tional people could liave hoped for little from 
this their tax in die difguife of a benevolence), 
a tax, weak, ineffe^ftive, and unequal ; a tax by 
which luxury, avarice, and fcififlmefs were fcrccn- 
cdu and the load thrown upon produ&ive capital, 
«spon integrity, gencrofity, and public fpirit«-a tax 
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of regulation upon virtue. At length die made is 

thrown off, and they are now trying means (with 
little luccefs) of exa&ing their benevoleoce by 
force. 

This benevolence, the ricketty oBspring of 

weak ncfs, was to be fupported by another refource, 
the twin brother of the fame prolific imbecility, 
^he patriotic donations were to make good tbe 
failure of the patriotic contribution. John Doe 
was to become fecurity for Richard Roe. By this 
fohcme they cook things of much price from the 
giver> comparatively of finall value to the receiver; 
they ruined feveral trades ; they pillaged rhc crown 
of ic& ornaments, the churches of their place, and 
the people of their perfonal decoradods. The 
invention of thefe juvenile pretenders to liberty 
was in reality nothing more than fervile imi- 
tadon of one of the poorcft refources of dot* 
ing defpodfm. They took an oM hi^ full- 
bottomed perriwig out of the wardrobe of the an- 
tiquaced frippery of Louis XIV. co cover the 
premature baldncfs of the narional aflcmbly. 
They produced this old-falhioned formal folly, 
though it had been ib abundandy expofed in 
the Memoirs of the Duke de St. Simon^ if to lea* 
ibnable men it had wanted any arguments to di(l 
play its mifcluef and infufficiency. A device of 
the fame kind was tried in my memory by 
Louis XV. but it anfwcred at no time. However, 
the necefiitics of ruinous wars were Ibme excufe for 
dcfperate projeifh. The deliberations of calamity 
arc rarely wile. But here was a foafoo for di%ofi^ 
tXMi and provkieace. It VaS ID 9L tBDC of prO^ 

found 
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found peace, then enjoyed tor five yearsj and pro* 
mifing a much longer continuance, that they had 
recourfe to this defperace trifling. They were 
fure CO \ok more reputation by fporting, in their 
ierious fituation, with thefe toys and pi lythings of 
finance, which have filled half their journals, dun 
could podibly be compenfated by the poor tempo* 
rary fupply which they afibrded. It feemed as if 
thofe who adopted fuch projedls were wholly igno- 
rant of their circumftanccs, or wholly unequal to ^ 
their neceffities. Whatever virtue may be in theie 
devices, it is obvious that neither the 'patriotic gifts, 
nor the patriotic contribution, can ever be reforted 
to again. The refources of public folly are ibon 
exhaufted. The whole indeed of their (cheme of 
revenue is to make, by any artifice, an appear- 
ance of a full ref-Tvoir for the hour, whiift at the 
fame time they cut off the fprings and living foun- 
tains of perennial fupply. The account not long 
fince furnifhcd by Mr. Necker was meant, without 
queilion, to be favourable. He gives a flattering 
view of the means of getting through the year i but 
he expreflfes, as it is natural he (hould, fome ap- 
prchenfjon for that which was to fucceed. On 
this laft prognoftic, inftead of entering into 
the grounds of this apprehenfion, in order, by 
a proper forefight, to prevent the prognofti- 
catcjd evil, Mr. Necker receives a fort of 
fiiendly reprimand from the prefident of the 
al&rt)bly. 

As to their other fchemes of taxation, it is impofli- 
ble to fay any thing of them wiU^ certainty; becaule 
lOiey have not jrec bad their operation ; but nobody 

.IS 
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is fo fanguioe as to imagine tbey will ^ up any 
perceptible port of the wide gaping breach which 

their incapacity has made in their revenues. At 
preicxiC the itatc of their treafury links every day 
more tod more in caih»uid fwelis more and more in 
fi£Hcioiu reprelenatidn. When lb little within or 
without is now found but paper, the reprefentativc 
not of opulence but of want> the creature not of 
credit but of power, they imagine that our flouri(h- 
ing ftate in England is owing to that bank-paper> 
and not the bank-paper to the flourifliing condi- 
tion of our conunerce, to the folidicy of our credit, 
and to the total exdufion of all idea of power 
from any part of the tranfaftion. They forge: that, 
in England, not one fliilling of paper-money of any 
defcription is received but of choice i that the whole 
has had its origin in calh aAually depofited ; and that 
it is convertible, at pleafure, in an inilant, and 
without the fmallefV lof:>, into caih again. Our pa> 
per is of value in commerce, becauie in law it is of 
none. It is powerful on Change, becaufe in Weft- 
niinllcr-hall it is impotent. In payment of a debt 
of twenty (hillings, a creditor may refuie all the pa« 
per of the bank of England. Nor is there annongft 
us a fingle public fecurity, of any quality or nature 
whatfoever, that is enforced by authority. In fadt 
!t might be eafdy (hewn, that our paper wealth, 
inftead of lefiening the real coin, has a tendency 
to increafe it; inftead of being a fubftitute for 
money, it only facilitates its entry, irs exit, and 
its circUlatk>n} that it is the fymbol of profperity, 
and not the badge of diftrefs. Never was a fear- 
city of calh, and an exuberance of paper, a fut^e^ 
of complaint in this nation. 

Well I 
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' "Wdl \ bot il Icfiening of prodigal expences, dnd 
the cEconomy which has been introduced by the 
virtuous and fapient afiembly^ makes amfiods £at 
the Mfes fuftatned in the receipt of revenue^ 
In this at leaft they have fulfilled the duty of a 
financier. Have thofe, who fay ro> looked at; the 
expmces of the national aflembly . itfelf> :4)£ tfa« 
municipalktes, of the city of Paris/of the iacrea(ed 
paynof the two armies, of the new police, of the new 
judicatures f Have , they eyen carefully compared 
the prdent peiriioh-lift with the foritifn* ? r 'Theft 
politicians have been cruel, not oecononnicaK 
Comparing the expences of the fonner pcodig^ 
government and its reiadon to die then revenue 
with the iexpcnces of this new fyftem as oppofed 
to the ftate of its new treafury, I bplieve tte pre* 
icnt will be (bund beyond all con^arilbn more 
chargeable. 

It remains only to confider the proofs of financial 
Ability, furniihed by the prefeot French .manager^ 
when dicy are raife fupplies on credit. Her^ 
^ I am a litde at a ftand j for credit, properly fpeak- 
ing, they have none. The credit of the antient 
government was not indeed the beft : . but they 
could aWays, on Ibme terms, command money^ 
not only at home, but from moft of the countries 
of , Europe where a furplus c^pitaj^ w^^accupiu* 
lated ; and the credit of that government improver 
ing daily. The cftablifliment of a fyftem of li- 
berty would of courfe be fuppofed to give it new 
ftrength; and fo it would a^ually have done, if a 
fyftem of liberty had been eftabiiflied. Wbm offers 
has their government of pretended liberty had from 
Holland^ from Hamburgh, from Switzerland> from 

Z Genoa^ 
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Why A#oid dnfe tiaciom «f coonriemttid 

my enter into any pecuniary dealings with a people 
who atxcmpc lo reverfc .the verj ntQiic of tfai^gSi 
An^ngftwhofti thef fee the debtor pidcribnig, ar 

the point of the bayonet, the medium of his folven- 
cy to the creditor ; difcharging one of his engage* 
Inents Mrich anocheff hirnifig hb vdypcmrjr intolK 
refource ; and paying his iMercft ^rith hb rags i 

Their fanatical confidence in the omnipotence of 
church fdimdcr, has induced dscfe phikfiiphcn f» 
^mtlobk iM en« of the puUic eftaie, juft as the 
dream of the philofopher's ftone induces dupes, 
under the more plauiible delufion of the hennctk 
«ft, €0 tft^tSt all mtiooid oxans cf- improving 
ifidr fbrtunes. With tiiefe fihilofapluc finaacierB) 
this univtrfal medicine made of church munsoiy 
is, to cure all the evils of the ftate. Tbefe gcn-^ 
tlemeh perhaps do tSfk bdieve a great deal ia 
the mirades of piety; but it cannot be quef- 
tioned, that riicy have an undoubting faith in the 
'j)fodigies of facrilegc.* Is there a debt which 
prt^ffejJ than— Iflue affigmis.^hre cempetihtvM 
to be made, or a maintenance decreed to thofe 
\(rhonti' they, have robbed of tlieir freehold in their 
' oMce, 'one^tJpeUed from their profeffioa«-^i^;»tf/r* 
Ts a flett to be fitted xM'^Ajfignafs, If fixtecn 
initlions ilei ling of thcfe aJfignatSy forced on the pco- 
pte> leave, die wants of the (late as Urgent as trer^ 
iffiiei &ys OflfejtbirtjrniilKonsfterlingof affignais^ 
fays another, iffiie fouHcore millions more of 
qfftgnats, The.only diflferencc among their fiQan<^ 
cial faftions is On the greater or the leiTer quantity 
of dJpgnaU to beimpofed en die pub&ck fuBerance. 

They 
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nrhey are all profefiors of affignats. Even thoEb^ 

whofe natural good fenfe and knowledge of com- 
mercej not obliterated by philofophy^ furniih dc«, 
cifive argrnnents aguoft this delufion, coRcludd 
their arguments, by propofing the cmiflion of 
iijffignats. I fuppofe they muft talk of ajfignats^ 
as no other language would be underfbood. All 
esqperi^ce of cheir inefficacy does not in the leaft 
difcourage them. Are the old afftgnats depreciated 
at market ? What is the remedy ? I flue neW 
^S^nati.'^^MaU fi maUuUa^ efiniatriay vult Je 
garire, quid UU faciei? ajftgnofe—pojlea affignarei 
enfuita ajjignare. The word is a trifle altered. 
The LAtin of your prefent dodors may be better 
than tfiat af your did comedy ; theif wHilom, and 
the variety of their refources, are the fame. They 
hav^ HOC more notes in their fong than the ciickow ; 
eiioiigh, far from the foftnefs of that harbinger of 
fummer and plenty, then* voice is as harlh and as 
ominous as that of the raven. 

Who but the moft defperate adventurers in phi* 
lofophy and finance could at all have thought of dtf- 
ftroying the fettled revenue of the (late, the fole fe- 
curity for the public credit, in the hope of rebuild* 
. ing it with the materials of cotififcated property ? If, 
however, an excefTive zeal for the ftate iliould have 
led a pious and venerable prelate (by anticipation a 
father of the charch*) to pillage his own order, aAd» 
for the good of the church and people, to take 
' upon bimfclf the place 6f grand financier of confiC- 
cation,and comptroller general of facrilege, he and 
his coadjutors were, in my opinion, bound ^) fliew, 

< f La Biuyere of Bofloqu 
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by their fubfequent ooodu^ that they knew fomc- 
thing of the office they aflbmed. ' When they had 

refolved to appropriate to the Fifc^ a certain portion 
of the landed property of their conquered country, 
it was their bufincis to render their bank a real food 

of credit ; as far as fuch a bank was capabk of be* 
coming fo. 

Toeftablifli acurreoc circuUtiog credit upon any 
Land^anky under any circumftances whatibevery 

has hitherto proved difficult at the very leaft. The 
attempt has commonly ended in bankruptcy. But 
when the ailinnbly were led, through a contempt of 
moral, to a defiance of ceconomical principle^ it 
might at leaft have been expelled, that nothing 
would be omitted on their part to leiTen this difH-- 
culty, to prevent any aggravation of this bank- 
ruptcy. It might be expefted diat to render your 
Land-bank tolerable, every means would be adopted 
that could difplay opennefs and ca{Klour in the ftate- 
ment of the fecurity ; every thing which could aid 
the recovery of the demand. To take things in 
their moft favourable point of view, your condition 
was that of a man of a large landed eftate, which 
he wiihed to difpofe of for the difcharge of a debt, 
and the fupply of certain ferviccs. Not being 
able inftantly to fell, you wilhcd to mortgage, 
. What would a man of fair intentions, and a com- 
monly clear underftanding, do in fdch circum- 
ftances ? Ought he not firft to alcertain the grofs 
value of the eitate the charges of its management 
and difpofition ; the encumbrances perpetual and 
temporary of all kinds that aflFeft it; then, ftriking 
a net furplus, to calculate the juft value of the 
fecurity ? When that furpius (the only fecurity to 
6 the 
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the creditor) had been clearly afcertained, and pre* 
perly veiled in the hands of cruftees ; then he 
ivoidd indicate the parcels to be fold, and the cime» 

and conditions of falc; after this, he would admit the 
public creditor, if he chofe it, to fubfcribe his ftock 
into this new fiind ; or he might receive propolals 
for an ajp.gnat from thofc who would advance mo- 
ney to purchafe this f^^ecies of fecurity. 

This would be to proceed like men of bu- 
linefi, methodically and rationally i and on the 
only principles of public and private credit that 
have an exiftence. The dealer would then know 
exa&ly what he purchafed} and the only doubt 
which could hang upon his mind would be, the 
dread of the refumption of the fpoil, which one day 
might be made (perhaps with an addition of punifii*. 
ment) fix>m the facrilegious gripe of thole execra- 
ble wretches who could becoiiur purchafcr$ at the 
auction of their innocent fellow-citizens. 

An open and exaft ftatement of the dear value 
of the property, and of the time, thecircumftances, 
and the place of fale, were all ncccirary, to efface 
much as poiTibk the (ligma that has hitheiro been 
branded on every kind of Land-bank. It became 
neceflary on another principle, that is, on account of 
a pledge of faith previouHy given on that fubjedV, 
that their future fidelity in a llippery concern might . 
be eftablilbed by their adherence to their firft en* 
gagement. "When they had finally dctcrhiincd on 
a (late rcfource from church booty, they came, on 
the 14th of April 1790, to a folemn rcfolution on 
the fubjeftt uid pledged themfelves to their' 
country, that in the ftatement of the public 
charges for each year there fliould be brouj^Ju to 
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^^Mdmitt ft ftn Ifaflkieat ftr defraying the ct* 

* pcnces of the R. C. A. religion, the fupport of 
*^ the inioi(ber$ 91 thm akars, the relief ol the poor, 
** the peqfiooft to tho mckfiaftin^ fcctdar as ikB 
•* as regular, of the one and of the other fez, m 

^ M^^fd if tbi muion may t§ ^^/a^sffd 4 M 

*• kgijlative ho^^ to the gnat and m$Jt fnfitig «r- 
igencUs of the ftate'' They further engagc^i, on 
the iame day, that the fum neceflary for the year 
1791 fhooki be fonfawith detcmuacd. 

In this refoludon they admit it their duty to 
Ihow didindly the expence of the above objeds, 
which, by other rcfoluiions, they had before en^ 
gaged ihoiild be firft in die order of proriBoiu 
They admit that they ought to fliew the cftatc 
<;lear and diltngaged of ail charges, and that they 
Aould (hew it immediaicly. Have dicy done this 
hmiediately, or at any dme? Have dicy ever 
fumifhed a rent-roll of the immoveable efrates, or 

Siven in an iaveotory of the moveable cfifeds which 
ley coofifcate to their aflignars } In what manner 
diey can fuifil their engagements of holding out to 
public fcrvice an eftate difengaged of all charges/" 
without amheaiicating the value of the eftate, or 
the quantum of the charges, I kave it to their 
Englifli admirers to explain. Inftantly upon this 
alTurance, and previoufly to aay one ftep towards 
making good, they ilTue, on the credit of ib 
handfome a declaration, fixtecn millions fterling 
of their paper. This was manly. W ho, after 
this mafterly ftroke, can doubt of their abilities 

i^a|uocc? But bclfirf any od^ern^iffiQli of 
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tMfefe financial indulgences^ they took care at leaft 
(xuke good their origin^U promi^^ If ruct^ efti-, 
Tcaity eithor of die y4lue of the eft^Q qt. ti^e ^uprmvii;^ 
qf the incumbrances, has been m94e, it h^s,<?fcape4 
ipe. I never heard of it. They have howGv^c 
done one thing, which in the grofs j§ c^^,,9bif(j||jry, 
9S ufual, in the de^il. They hav^ thrown iipon 
this fynd, which was to fliew a lurplus, difcngagc4 
of all charges^ ^ new charge ; namely, the cpni- 
penfation to the whol<^ bo4y of the difhi^nde^ 
cature; and of alt fuppreiOred offices and eftates; a 
charge which I c^iyioc afcertainj, but whi^i^ ^-^^^^ 
tiofiably aoiQuntsi to nviny Frenqb millions. J^p^t 
ther of the new ch^ges, \% an annuity of f^ur ^^p- 

dred and eighty thoufand pounds (Icrling, to bq 
paid (if they clooofe to keep faith) by d^ily p^y- 

m^ats, &r the intereft of tb^ firft affignat^u Uavf 
they ever given themfclvcs the trouble to ftate 
feirly the expcnce of the management f>L the 
church lands in ^ hands of the mynicipaliij^s^ 19 
vhofe care, flcill, and diligence, -and that of their 
legion of unknown under agents, they have chofen 
to commit the charge of the forfeited eltates, and the 
confequencc of which had t>eea 1q ably pointed ouf 
by the bilhop of Nancy ? • • • , 

But it is unneccilaiy to dwsU.pn tbeii^ 
▼ious heads of incumbrance* Have they inade 
out any clear ftate of the grand incumbrance 
of ally I mean the whole of the general a^d 

inumcipal eftablilhcnents of aU fpm, and eon^ 

pared it with the regular income by rcveniic ? 
£very drflcicncy in thefe becomes a cjiarge on the 
eonfifcated eftate^ before the crediior can pbnt hm 
eabbages 00 an acre of church.property, • There is 
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m other prop dun ilu& coofifestiofi to keep t^c 

whole (late from tumbling to the grouncL In this 
fituation they have purpofely covered all that they 
ought induftiioiifly ID hate deaicd, with a 
and then, blindfold themelves, like bulls that fhut 
their eyes when they puih» they drive, by the point 
of ibe bayoDctSj dieir Oaves, biiodfokied indeed no 
worfe than fheir lords, to take thdrfiAiDns for cur- 
rencies, and to fwallow down paper pills by thirty- 
four millions (lerling at a dofc. Then they proudJy 
hqr in their claim toafiiCiire crcdit,onfiuhireof aU 
tteir paft engagements, and at a time when (if in 
fuch a matter any thing can be clear) it is dear ihac 
the furplus cQates will never anfwer even the firft 
of their mortgages, I mean diat of die four hun- 
dred miDion (or fixteen millions fterling) of affignats. 
In all this procedure I can difcern neither the folid 
fenfe of plain-dealing, nor the fubde dexterity of 
ingenious fraud. The objeAion within die aflcmbly 
to pcdiing up the flood-gates for this inundation of 
fraud, are unanfwcred ; but they arc dioroughly 
refuted by an hundred tfaoufand financiers in the 
fireet. Thefe are the numbers by which die meta* 
phyfic anthmcticians compute. Thefe are the grand 
calculations on which a phiioibphical public credit 
is founded in France. They cannot raife fupplies ; 
but they can raife mobs. Let them re}otce in the 
applaufes of die club at Dundee, for their wifdom 
and patriotifin in having thus applied the plunderof 
thecidzens totfae ferviceof theftate. I hear of no 
addrefi upon diis fribjea from the diieftors of the 
Bank of England ^ though their approbation would 
be of a littU more weight in the fcalc of credit than 
that of the dub at Dundee. But, todojuftioei» 
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'the club, 1 believe the gentlemen who compofc it to 
. be wifer than they appear; that diejr will be lels li- 
beral of their money than of thtfir addrefles ; and 
that they would not give a dog's-ear of their moft 
rumpled and ragged Scotch paper for twenty of 
your faireft allignats. 

Early in this year the alTembly iflued paper td 
the amount of fixteen millions fterling : What njuft 
have been the ftate into which the afiembly has 
brought your aflfairs, that the relief afibrded by lb 
vafl: a fupply has been hardly perceptible? This 
paper alfo felt an almofl immediate depreciation 
of five per cent which in little time came to 
about fcvcn. The effeft of thefe aflignats on 
the receipt of the revenue is remarkable. Mr. 
Necker found that the coUedors of the revenue, 
who received m coin, paid the treafury in ajlpiais. ' 
The colledors made fevcn per cent, by thus re- 
ceiving in money, and accounting in depreciated 
paper. Jt was not very difficult to forefee, that 
this muft be inevitable. It was, however, not the 
lefs cmbarralTing. Mr. Necker was obliged (I 
believe, for a confiderable part, in the market of 
IjOndon) to buy gold and filver for the mint, 
which amounted to about twelve thoufand pounds 
above the value of die commodity gained. That 
minifter was of opinion, that whatever their iecret 
nutritive virtue might be, the ftate could not live 
upon ajftgnats alone \ that fome real filver was nc- 
ceiTary, panicularly for the fatisfadtion of thofe, who 
having iron in their hands, were not likely to diftin- 
guifli themielves for patience, ^en they fhould per- 
ceive that whilft an encrcafe of pay was held out to 
in real money, it was again to be fraudulently 

drawn 
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drawn back by depreciated paper. The miniftcrj 
in this very nacural di{lreis> applied to the af^ 

. fmhhf, that they Qiould order the coUc^rs 
pay in fpecie what -in fpede they bad received. It 
could Dpt efcapc Wm, that if the treafury paid 
3 per cent, for the ufe of a currency,- which Ihooki 
be returned feven per cent, woriethan the minif- 
ter iffued it, fuch a dealing could not very gre^t-r 

^ ]y tend to enrich the public. The ^Li&mbly toolc no 
notice of hia recosnmendatien. They were m Ah 
dilemma — If they continued to receive the afTignats, 
.caih muft becoooc an alien to their treafury : If 
the treafury fliould refufe thofc paper amukUiV^ 
fliould difcountei>ance them in , any degree, they 
muft dcftroy the cre^iit of their folc refource. They 
icem then to have made their (^on 1 and to have 
given ibme fort of credit to their paper by taking it 
^hemfelves at the fame time in their fpeeches they 
made a fort of fwaggering declaratioa» ibnoettung^ 
I rather think, above legiflative connpetence ; that 
is, that there is no difference in value between 
metallic money and their aiTigqats. This was a 
good ftout proof article of faith, prpnounced under 
an anathema, by the venerable Others of this phi^ 
lofophic fynod, Cr^dat who will — ccrtai^ily not 
Jiidaus jiftUa. 

A noble indignation riles in the minds of your 
popular leaders, on hearing the magic lanthorn ia ' 

their Ibew of finance compared to the fragdukiBi: 
exhibitions of Mr. Law, , -They* cannot bear ^ 

hjrar the fands of his MifTifllppi compared with the 
r^k of the church, on which they build their fyf- 
tem. Pray let them fupprefa dus glorieau Q>irit, 
until they fhevy to the worid wh^t .piece of folid 

ground 
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ground there is for th^ir adignatSj which they have 
not pre-occupied by other chaige?. They do in* 
juftice to that great/ mother fraud, to compare it. 
with their degenerate imitation. It is not true, that 
Law built folely on a fpeculation coHicemiag the 
I^iflifTippi. He adddd the Eaft India trade i he 
added the African tr^e ; he added the farms of all 
the farmed revenue of France. All thcfe together 
unqueftionably could not fupport tbp ftniAure which 
the public enthufia(hi> not he, chofe to build upon 
thcfe bales. But theft were, however, in compari- 
foUf generous delufions. They fupp^^^ and they 
aimed at an increafe of the commerce of France, 
They opened to it the whole range of the two he- 
mifphcrcs. They did not think of feeding France 
from its own fubftance. A grand imagination found 
in this flight of commerce fomething to captivate. 
It was wherewithal to dazzle the eye of an eagle. 
It was not inade to entice the iineU of a roole» nuz^ 
zling and burying himfelf in his mother earth, as 
yours is. Men were not then quite fhrunk from 
their natural din^aGons by a degrading, and fordid 
philofophy; and fitted for low and vulgar decep- 
tions. Above all remember, that in impofing on 
tbe imagination, the then managers e( the fyftem 
rnade a compliment to the freedom of men. Iii 
their fraud there was no mixture of force. This 
was rcferved to our time, to quench the litde glim* 
merings of realbn which might break til upon die 
folid darknefs of this enlightened age, 

On r^coUe^lion, 1 have faid nothing of a fchemc 
of finance which may be urged in favour of the 
abilities of thcfe gentlemen^ and which has been 
.intro4uced with, great pomp^^ though not yet finally 

adopted 



( 348 ) 

adopted in the national aflcmbly. Ic comes with 
fonnething folid in aid of the credit of the paper 
circulation ; and much has been faid of its utility 
^nd its elegance, I mean the projc<5l for coining 
into money the bells of the fupprcfiVd churches. 
This is their alchymy. There are feme follies 
which baffle argument ; which go beyond ridicule; 
and which excite no feeling in us but difguft ; and 
therefore I fay no more upon it. 

It is as little worth remarking any farther upon all 
their drawing and re-drawing, on their circulation for 
putting off the evil day, on the play between the trea- 
fury and the Caijfe d'Efcompte^znd on all thefe old ex- 
ploded contrivances of mercantile fraud, now exalted 
into policy of ftate. The revenue will not be trifled 
with. The prattling about the rights of men will 
not be accepted in payment for a bifcuit or a pound 
of gunpowder. Here then the metaphyficiansdefcend 
from their airy (peculations, and faithfully follow 
examples. What examples ? the examples of bank- 
rupts. But, defeated, baffled, difgraced, when their 
' breath, their ftrength, their inventions, their fancies 
defert them, their confidence ftill maintains its 
ground. In the manifeft failure of their abilities they 
take credit for their benevolence. When the re» 
venue difappears in their hands, they have the pre- 
fumption, in fomeof their late proceedings, to value 
tbmjelves on the relief given to the people. They 
did not relieve the people. If they entertained fuch 
intentions, why did they order the obnoxious taxes 
to be paid ? The people relieved themfelves in 
fpite of the aflembly. 

But waving all difcuQion on the parties, who 
may claim the merit of this fallacious relief, has 

there 
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there been, in efieA, any relief to the people in any 
form ? Mr. Bailly, one of the grand agents of pa- 
per circulation, lets you into the nature of this re- 
lief. His fpeech to the National Aflembly con- 
tained an high and laboured panegyric on the 
inhabitants of Paris for the conftancy and un- 
broken refolution with which they have borne 
their diftrefs and mifery. A fine pifture of pub- 
lic felicity ! What ! great courage and uncon- 
querable firmnefs of mind to endure benefits, and 
fuftain redrefs 1 One would diink from the fpeech 
of this learned Lord Mayor, that the Pavifians, 
for this twelvemonth paft, had been fuffering the 
ftraits of feme dreadful blockade ; that Henry the 
Fourth had been flopping up the avenues to their 
fupply, and Sully diundering with his ordnance 
at the gates of Paris; when in reality they arc 
befieged by no other enemies than their own 
madnefs and foUy^ their own credulity and 
pervcrienefs. But Mr. Bailly will (boner thaw 
the eternal ice of his adantic regions, than re- 
itore the central heat to Paris, whilft it remains 
^ fmitten with the cold, dry, petrifick mace" of 
a falie and unfeeling philofophy. Some time after 
this fpeech, that is, on the tliirteenth of laft Au- 
gull, the fame magiftrate, giving an account of 
his government at the bar of the fanie aflembly, 
expreflcs himfclf as follows: ** In the month 

of July 1789/' [the period of everlafting com- 
memoradon] the finances of the city of Pari$ 

wertyet in good order; the expenditure waft 
. " counterbalanced by the receipt, and Ihe had at 

that time a million [forty thoufand pounds (ler- 

iiogj] in bank* The expences which flie has been 

conftrained 
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* conftratnfd to ifictir, fub/equeitt t9 fie revobakm^ 

amount to 2,500,000 livres. From rhcfc ex- 

* pcnccs, and the great falling off in the produ^ 
^ of die frti pfts^ not only a momentaiy btic a 

* Mai want of money has taken place.** Tfcis is 
the Paris upon whofc nmirifhment, in the courfe 
of the lad year, fuch inuncnfe furns^ drawn from 
the Titab of all France, has been expended. 
As long as Paris ftands in the place of antient 
KoiDc, fo long flic will be maintained by the 
futgeft prorinces. It is an evil inevitably attendant 
cm the dominion of foftreign democratic republics. 
As it htppt ned in Ronne, it may furvive that repub- 
lican doininuiion which gave rife to it. In that cafe 
defpotifm itfelf muft fubmit to the vices of popu* 
4aricy« Rome, under her emperors, united the 
evils of both fyftcms ; and this unnatural combi-^ 
nation was one great cauic of her ruin. 

To tell the people that they are reliered by the 
dilapidation of their public cftate, is ^a cruel -afnl 
infoltnt impofition. Statdincn, before they valued 
thcmfclves on the relief given to the people^ by the 
deftruAion of their revenue, ought fifft to have 
carefully attended to the 'folutton of this problem ^— 
"Whether it be mere advantageous 10 the people to 
pay conBderahly, and to gain io proportion ; or to 
gain little or nothings and to be d ifbm th e ne d of 
all contribution ? My nrtirrd is made up to decide 
in favour of the nrlt propofition. Experience is 
with me, and, i believe, the bdt 
To keep a balance between the power of acquifi- 
lion on the ptu-t of the fubjeft, and the demands 
he is to aaiwer on the part of the ftate, is a 
findiuneocai part of the Ikilt of a tttic poli- 

ticlAn, 
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ficiaii.' The ih^ras of ftcqylfidort are prior in 
time and in arrangement. Good order is the 
foundation of ail good diings. To be enabled to 
acquire^ the peopk, without beirig feiyil^ itiuft be 

tra6lable and obedient. The magiftrate muft have 
his reverence, the laws their authority. The body 
<h£ the people muft not find the principles of 
natural fubordination by art rooted out of their 
-minds. They muft refped that property of 
which thef camioc partake, Thqr muft labour 
to obtaia what hy labour can be obtained ; and • 
when they find, as they commonly do, the fuc» 
cefs dilproportioned to the endeavbur, th^ muA 
be taught their oonfolation in the final propOiw 
tions of eternal juftice. Of this confolation, who- 
ever deprives them, deadens their induftry, and 
ftrikea at the. root of all acquifujofi as of all €oa- 
fervation. He that does this is the cruel oppreilbr^ 
the mercilefs enemy of the poor and wretched i at 
the fame time that by his wicked fpequlations he-ex* 
pofes the fruits of fuccefsful induftry, and the ac- 
cumulations of fortune, to the plunder of the neg- 
ligent, the difappointed, and die unprofperouf. * 

Too.oiany of the financiers by profeffion arc apt 
to fee nothing in revenue, but banks, and circula- 
ti^ns, and annuities on lives, and tontines^ and 
perpetual rents* and all the fmall wares of the.ihop* 
In a fetded order of the ftsite, thefe things are not 
to be flighted, nor is the ikill in them to be held 
of -arivial eftimation. They are good, but then only 
good, when they aSume the efie^s of that fettled or- 
der, and are built upon it. But when men think that 
theie beggarly contrivances may fupply a refource 
*fyr the e^ils whieh refult firotn breaking up, the 
3 foundations 
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foundations of public order, and ftom c!aui:ilg of 

fufiering the principles of property to be fubverted^ 

they will, in the ruin of their country, leave a die-* 

lanchdiy and lafting nKUiuntenc of the effeft of 

prepollerous politics, and prefumptuous, IhorC- 

fightcd, narrow-minded wifdom. 

The effeds of the incapacity (hewn by the popular 

in all the great mcnnbers of the commonwealth are to 

be covered with the " all-atoning name" of liberty; 

In ibme people I ice great liberty indeed i inmanf, 

if not jn the moft, an oppreffive degrading femtude« 

But what is liberty without wifdom, and without 

▼irtue ? It ia the g|*eateft of all poflible evils i for 

it is felly, vice, and madnefs, without tuition or 

rcftraint. Thofe who know what virtuous liberty is, 

cannot bear to fee it difgraced by incapable hcadsi 

on account of their having high-ibunding words in 

their mouths. Grand, fwellingfcntiments of liberty, 

I am fure I do not defpife. They warm the hearci 

they enlarge and liberalife our minds; they anhtudie 

our courage in a time of conflift. Old as I am, I 

read the fine raptures of Lucan and Corneille widi 

pleafure. Neither do I wholly condemn the little 

arts and devices of popularity. They facilitate the 

carrying of many points of moment ; they keep the 

people together ; they refrefh the mind in its exa* 

tions ; and they diffiole occafional gaiety over fine 

fevere brow of moral freedom. Every politician 

ought to facrifice to the graces ; and to join com* 

pliance with realbn. But in fucfa an Undeitakii^ as 

that in France, all thefe Aiblidiary (enciments and 

artifices are of little avail. To make a governmenf 

requires no great prudence. Settle the feat of 

power j teach obedience: and the work is done* 

To 
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To give frceaom is iliil more eafy. It is not 
■coe fl aiy m goidci it only requires <d let go die 
watL Wmm ferm > frat giwfwmmii fh>t is» to 

remper rogeiritr ih.ic oppohre elements of liberty 
and zcSkruat in ooc coD^Ulc&c work> requires much 
dmg^ deep icflcdioi^ a iigftdoiis^ pcTP^^ 
comhinrngnuncL This I do not find in diofe who 
take the lead in the national riiTcmbly, Periiaps they 
are not fo miferably deficient as they appear. 1 ra- 
tberbdicvc it. Ic nouki put cbcm bekw die com* 
mon level of human underftanding. But when the 
leaders chooic to make themlclves bidders at an 
auftion of popularity, their taknts, in the conibruc* 
tion of the fiatc, will be of no fervice. They will 
become flatterers inilead of Icgillatois ; tiic lallru- 
menu, not the guides of the people, if any of them 
Ihould lumpen to i»opole a fcheme of liberty, 
Ibberiy linuced, and defined with proper qualifica* 
tions, he will be immediately outbid by his com- 
petitors, who will produce fomctlung more Iplen* 
didly popular. Sufpicions will be railed of his 
fidelity to his caufe. Moderation will be fligma* 
sized as the virtue of cowards ; and compromifc as 
the prudence of traitors i until, in hopes of pre* 
ierving the credit which nuy enable him to temper 
and moderate on fomc occafions, the popular 
leader is obliged to become adive in propagating 
doOrineSy and eftablilhing powers, that will after* 
wards defeat any fober purpofe at which he uht- 
mately might have aimed. 

But am I fo unreafonable as to fee noshing 
at all that deferves commendation in the indefati- 
gable labours of this afllmbly ? I do not drny that 
among an infinite number of ads uf violence and 

A a foU/t 
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folly, feme good may have been done. Th^iy who 
deftroy every chiog cerumly will remove ibme 
grievance. They who make everything new^ hKtf 
a chance that they may eftablifli fomething be- 
neficial* To give them credit for what they have 
done in virtue of the audioiity they have ufurped, or 
which can excufe them in the crimes by which that 
authority has been acquired, it muft appear, that 
the fame things could not have been accomi^tflied 
without producing fuch a retolution. Moft a(^ 
furedly they might i becaufe almoft every one of the 
regulations made by them, which is not very equi- 
vocal, was dcher in die ceffion of the king, volun* 
tarily made at the meeting of the ftates, or in the 
concurrent inftrudbions to the orders. Some ulages 
have been abolilhed on jud grounds ; but they were 
fuch that if they had ftood as they were to all 
eternity, they would litde detract from the happi- 
nefs and prdperity of any ftate. The improve^ 
ments of the national aflemUy are fuperfidaly dieir 

errors fundamental. 

- Whatever they are, I wiih my countrymen rather 
to recommend co our neighbours the example of * 
the Britifh conftitution, than to take models from 
them for the improvement of our own. In the 
former they have got an invaluable treafure. They 
are not, I think, without fome caufes of apprehen- 
fion and complaint i but thefe they do not owe to 
their con(tittition, but to their own condufb. I 
think pur happy lieuation owing to our conftitution; 
but owing to the whole of it, and not to any pare 
fingly i owinginagreat meafore to what wc have left 
ftanding in our feveral reviews and refomiations, as 
well a$ to what we have altered or fuperadded. Our 
o ueoplc 
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}3^ople will find employment enough for i trul/ 
Ipatriotic, free, and independent f(»ritj in giiaidiiiK 
what they poffefs, from violation. I would not 
exclude alteration neither j but even when I ^ 
dianged^ ic (hould be to preferve. 1 fliould be led 
t» my remedy by a great grievance. In what I did^ 
I Ihould follow the example of our anceftors* 
I would make the reparation as nearly as poffible 
in the ftyle of the bnikling^ A politic cautton, a 
guarded circumfpedHon, a moral rather than acom*- 
^exional timidity were among the ruling principles 
of our forefathers in their moft decided condud* 
Not being illuminated with the light of which the 
gentlemen of France tell us they have got fo abun- 
dant a (hare, they afted under a ftrong impreflion 
of the ignorance and fallibility of mankind. He 
that had made them thus fallible, rewarded them for 
having in their conduct attended to their nature. 
Let us imitate their caution, if we wi(h to defervc 
their fortune, or to retain their bequefts. Let us 
add, if we pleafe, but let us prefervc what they have 
left; and, ftandiogon the firm ground of the Bridlh 
conftitution, let us be fadsfied to admire rather 
than attempt to follow in their defperacc flights the 
aeronauts of France* 

I have told you candidly my fentlments. I 
think they arc nor likely to alter yours. I do not 
know that diey ought. You are young i you can- 
not guide, but muft follow the fortune of your 
country. But hereafter they may be of fome ufc 
to you, in fome future form which your common- 
wealth may take* In the prefcnt it can hardly re- 
main } but before its final (ettlement it may be 
obliged to pafs, as one of our poets fays, through 

great 
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* great varieties of untried being," and in aiJ its 
traofinigntioiis to be pori^ed by ore and blood. 

I have licde to naotamtod tny opioions> bat 
long obfervation and much impartiaiiry. They 
come from ooe who has been no tool of power, no 
flatteitrofgitatiie&$ a^jvjioiahaslaftadsciocs 
not wifli to be] ye the tenour of his IMc. They 
come from one, almoft the whole of whofe public^ 
cicrtioo has been aftniggle fixr the libertjr of odioss 
fiomonetn whofe breaft no anger dnraUe or vdie* 
xnent has ever been kindled, but by what he confi- 
dered as tyranny » and who frjatchesLfrom his ihare 
in the endeavours which are uied by good men to 
difcredit opulent oppreffion, the hours he has em- 
ployed on your affairs $ and who in ib doing per* 
liiades himiclf he has* Jior departed fimn h^ ufiial 
office : they come from one who dcfircs ho- 
nours, diilinctions, and emoluments, but lirtle ; 
and who expeds them not at all ; who has no 
contempt for fame, and no fear of ohioquyi who 
fliuns contention, thou^ he will hazard an opinion : 
from one v. ho wifhes to prefcrvc coofifteacy ^ 
but who would prelerve confiftency by varying 
his means to fecure the unity of his end ; and» 
when the equipoile of the veffel in which he fails, 
may be endangered by overloading it upon one 
fide, is dcfirous of carrying the finaU weight of hia 
reaibns to diat which may prefcrvc its equipoifc. 

FINIS. 
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